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Throughout history and today, Chris-
tian persecution has consistently served as 
a catalyst for deeper worship. Stripped of 
buildings, Bibles, and legal protections, 
believers often respond to hostility by ele-
vating private praise, deepening their the-
ology, and expanding secret fellowships as 
courageous acts of devotion.  

Historically, Paul and Silas provide the 
consummate biblical example. After being 
seized by the owners of a slave girl who 
had “a spirit of divination,” that is, “a spirit 
that enabled her to foretell the future by 
supernatural means” (NET), Philippi’s 
magistrates ordered that Paul, the one re-
sponsible for her exorcism, and Silas, his 
companion, be stripped, beaten with rods, 
and thrown into prison (Ac 16:19-24). One 
commentator remarks: “One would expect 
that after such brutal treatment, Paul and 
Silas would be bemoaning their plight. Cer-
tainly they were suffering pain and shock 
from the flogging they had received. But 
about midnight, as Paul and Silas were 
‘praying and singing hymns to God,’ an earth-
quake suddenly shook the prison, opened 
its doors, and loosened the chains of all the 
prisoners” (Richard N. Longenecker, “The 
Acts of the Apostles,” in John-Acts, vol. 9, 
EBC, 464). Contrary to expectations, Paul 
and Silas were not lamenting their illegal 
treatment, they were praying and singing 
hymns to God; they were worshipping! 
Persecution incentivizes worship, which is 
its own reward. 

Today, many examples of persecution 
provoking worship can be cited. Global 
Christian Relief gives examples in an arti-
cle entitled, “A Joyful Noise: Worship in 
the Persecuted Nigerian Church”  
(globalchristianrelief.org/stories/a-joyful-

noise-worship-in-the-persecuted-nigerian-
church). The article by Chandler Peterson 
begins:  

Followers of Jesus in Nigeria, the most dan-
gerous country for Christians, know that their 
faith could cost them their homes, their safety 
and their lives. 

When more than 6,000 Christians have been 
killed in northern Nigeria in the last 5 years and 
more than 2 million have lost their homes fol-
lowing terrorist attacks, it would be easy for 
persecuted Christians in Nigeria to lose hope. 

Yet, many of the displaced Christians that 
Global Christian Relief met have made the re-
markable decision to choose hope over despair 
and joy over sorrow. They shared that worship 
in the persecuted Nigerian church can bring 
hope and encouragement, even in the face of 
terror and death. 

When Brian Orme, CEO of GCR, spoke with 
persecuted and displaced believers in Nigeria, he 
was moved by their boldness and resiliency. 

“The songs I heard in Nigeria were more 
than melodies; they were anthems of defiance 
against the darkness,” he said. “In a place where 
faith can cost everything, their worship is a cou-
rageous reminder that their hope in Jesus re-
mains unshaken and their spirit, unconquered.” 

“I will praise you as long as I live, and in 
your name I will lift up my hands,” writes King 
David in Psalm 63:4. No stranger to persecu-
tion himself, David chose to lift his voice and 
sing words of praise to the Lord in the midst of 
his hardship, just as many Nigerian believers do 
today. Worship songs often provide a source of 
hope and encouragement to persecuted Chris-
tians, some of whom shared their stories and 
their songs with us. 

UNHINDERED  
“Praise that Shakes Prison Doors” 

Acts 16:16-40 

 Q?  

“Tribulations ”  
(Ac 14:22) —
what ’s their  

relationship to 
worship?   

THIS WEEK ’S  
CORE COMPETENCY   

 
 Worship  

I worship God for who he 
is and what he has done 

for me.  
   

“Oh come, let us sing to 
the Lord; let us make a joyful 

noise to the rock of our   
salvation! Let us come into 

his presence with thanksgiv-
ing; let us make a joyful noise 
to him with songs of praise!
For the Lord is a great God 
and a great King above all 

gods.”  

Psalm 95:1-3 



Read Acts 16:16-40 

16 As we were going to the place of prayer, we were 
met by a slave girl who had a spirit of divination 
and brought her owners much gain by fortune-
telling. 17 She followed Paul and us, crying out, 
“These men are servants of the Most High God, who 
proclaim to you the way of salvation.” 18 And this she 
kept doing for many days. Paul, having become greatly 
annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, “I command 
you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” 
And it came out that very hour. 

19 But when her owners saw that their hope of gain 
was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them 
into the marketplace before the rulers. 20 And when 
they had brought them to the magistrates, they said, 
“These men are Jews, and they are disturbing our 
city. 21 They advocate customs that are not lawful for 
us as Romans to accept or practice.” 22 The crowd 
joined in attacking them, and the magistrates tore the 
garments off them and gave orders to beat them with 
rods. 23 And when they had inflicted many blows up-
on them, they threw them into prison, ordering the 
jailer to keep them safely. 24 Having received this or-
der, he put them into the inner prison and fastened 
their feet in the stocks. 

25 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying 
and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were 
listening to them, 26 and suddenly there was a great 
earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were 
shaken. And immediately all the doors were opened, 
and everyone's bonds were unfastened. 27 When the 
jailer woke and saw that the prison doors were open, he 
drew his sword and was about to kill himself, suppos-
ing that the prisoners had escaped. 28 But Paul cried 
with a loud voice, “Do not harm yourself, for we are all 
here.” 29 And the jailer called for lights and rushed in, 
and trembling with fear he fell down before Paul and 
Silas. 30 Then he brought them out and said, 
“Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” 31 And they 
said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, 
you and your household.” 32 And they spoke the word 
of the Lord to him and to all who were in his 
house. 33 And he took them the same hour of the night 
and washed their wounds; and he was baptized at once, 
he and all his family. 34 Then he brought them up into 
his house and set food before them. And he rejoiced 
along with his entire household that he had believed in 
God. 

35 But when it was day, the magistrates sent the 
police, saying, “Let those men go.” 36 And the jailer 
reported these words to Paul, saying, “The magistrates 
have sent to let you go. Therefore come out now and go  

in peace.” 37 But Paul said to them, “They have beaten 
us publicly, uncondemned, men who are Roman citi-
zens, and have thrown us into prison; and do they now 
throw us out secretly? No! Let them come themselves 
and take us out.” 38 The police reported these words to 
the magistrates, and they were afraid when they heard 
that they were Roman citizens. 39 So they came and 
apologized to them. And they took them out and asked 
them to leave the city. 40 So they went out of the pris-
on and visited Lydia. And when they had seen the 
brothers, they encouraged them and departed.  

After reading the text, practice your Observation 
skills by noting the following: 

• Circle “we” in v. 16 and “us” in v. 17. 

• Circle “place of prayer” in v. 16. 

• Bracket “spirit of divination” in v. 16. 

• Circle “fortune-telling” in v. 16.  

• Highlight the quotation in v. 17. 

• Circle “rulers” in v. 19 and “magistrates” in v. 
20. 

• Circle “customs” in v. 21. 

• Bracket “praying and singing hymns to God” in 
v. 25. 

• Circle “earthquake” in v. 26. 

• Box “But” indicating contrast in vv. 28, 37. 

• Highlight the question in v. 30. 

• Circle “saved” in vv. 30, 31. 

• Circle “Lord” in v. 31. 

• Circle “Roman citizens” in vv. 37, 38. 

• Circle “So” indicating result in vv. 39, 40.  
 

What one word would you use to describe the TONE 
of this passage? (i.e., stern, joyful, cautious, etc.) 

 

 

Try to summarize the THEME of this passage in one 

word. If you were going to describe these verses, you 

might say, “This text is about ________________.” 

2 

EXAMINE GOD ’S WORD  1 



3 

DIG DEEPER  
Answer the questions to help you apply the passage and prepare for discussion  

2  

1. Luke uses the pronouns “we” (v. 16) and “us” (v. 17). What does that indicate?       

  

 

 

2. Why would Paul want to silence the slave girl’s testimony?  

 

 

 

3. Identify what motivated the slave girl’s owners to drag Paul and Silas before the city’s magistrates, and de-
scribe the charges against them and the magistrates’ verdict.   

 

 

4. How would you describe the relationship of verse 25 to verse 26?  

 

 

5. Explain the contrast introduced in verse 28.  

 

 

 6. What does “saved” mean—to what does the word refer—in verses 30 and 31? 

 

 

 

7. If the jailor believes, will his household be saved? Explain.  

 

 

 

8. Paul and Silas refused to leave prison upon their release. Why? 

 

 

 

 9. The magistrates were afraid when they heard Paul and Silas were Roman citizens. Explain why.    

 

 

 

10. Discussion. Talk about what Paul and Silas (i.e., God) accomplished by the time they left Philippi.          
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EXPLORE RESOURCES  3  

Commentary On The Text  
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Word Studies/Notes  

Those who were old enough and capable enough to 
believe did so 



APPLY THE TEXT  4  
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CENTRAL MESSAGE OF T HIS PASSAGE            

As a result of the ministry of Paul and Silas in Philippi, the jailor and his entire  
household received salvation and the community of believers received  

vindication in the eyes of the local Roman authorities.         

 

CENTRAL MESSAGE FOR YOUR LIFE  

(Rewrite the Central Message above to personally apply to your own life) 

3 LIVING QUESTIONS  
The “Living Questions” are simple questions we may ask of any text in order to apply the Bible to our life. An-
swer the questions below as personally as you can.  

1. What does the author of this passage want me to know? 

 

 

 

 

2. What does the author of this passage want me to do? 

 

 

 

 

3. What does the author of this passage want me to be? 

 

 

 

 



What Does The Bible Say?  What Do You Think?  What Do You Do?  
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KidPIX COUPON  
Earn 1 KidPIX Token by completing the 
CENTRALKids Bible Study on this page 
and another token by memorizing and 
reciting the memory verse for this week. 
Questions: kids@wearecentral.org 

______ I completed my Bible Study 

______ I memorized this week’s verse 

______ I brought my Bible to church 

______ I brought a friend 

 
                  CHILD ’S NAME                  GRADE    PARENT SIGNATURE  

PARENT CONNECTION  
Do you have family rules? One family I know has a rule to always lift one another up in word and deed. My 

best friend put in place a very important final rule after all the other rules — always have fun. Another family I 
know has a rule that I wish I had put in practice when my kids were little — don’t be annoying. (Never fear, I 
added this one to the family rules as the kids got older. You can still add it to your rules, too!) Let’s face it, when 
kids are annoying, parents get, well, annoyed and sometimes we make rash decisions. Case in point — Saul got 
annoyed and he went to prison. I guess we can’t make that our lesson. It wouldn’t look good for us to walk 
around Walmart screaming, “Quit being annoying or I’ll go to prison!” But here’s the lesson, the parenting rule, 
for us — keep a cool head. Your kids are going to be annoying at some point — maybe when you’re trying to 
finish work before a deadline, make a meal, or just have a quiet moment after hours of family fun. They aren’t 
trying to annoy you; they just want your attention. Stop what you’re doing. Just put it down; it can wait. Look 
them in the eyes and give them your undivided attention for five full minutes, maybe even 10. Your time is as 
precious and valuable to them as it is to you. Before you know it, they’ll be driving to school for their senior 
year, and you’ll wish you have five minutes of their undivided attention. We’re praying for you!   

 

 
CORE COMPETENCY: Worship  

I celebrate God for who He is and what He has done for me. . 
 

MEMORY VERSE: Isaiah 26:3  
“You keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on you, because he trusts in you.”  

 

Read Acts 16:16-40.  
 
1. Why did Paul and Silas go to 
prison? 
2. What miracle happened while 
they were in prison? 
3. What did Paul do to the jailer 
and his family once they be-
lieved in Christ? 

If you are saved, does that mean 
your family is too? What must 
you do to be saved? 
 
  

Have you believed in Jesus? 
Have you been baptized? Have 
you told others about Jesus? 
What is the next step for you in 
your faith journey? 
 

 



Tom Bulick (M.A. in Educational 
Leadership, Eastern Michigan Uni-
versity, Th.M. in Old Testament, 
and Ph.D. in Bible Exposition, Dal-
las Theological Seminary). For 
more than forty years, Tom has 
served as pastor, faculty member, 
and administrator. Tom was Vice 
President for Student Life and 
Associate Professor of Religious 
Studies at Trinity Western Univer-
sity (Vancouver, B.C.) from 1986 to 
1998 and Spiritual Formation Pas-
tor at Central Bible Church (Fort 
Worth, TX) from 1998 to 2022. He 
and his wife Ruth have one son, 
Zach. 
 
Stephanie Thomas (B.B.A Univer-
sity of Texas at Arlington). Stepha-
nie is married to James and they 
have five children: Elijah, Levi, Bo, 
Ella and Simon. Stephanie has 
attended Central Bible Church for 
more than 20 years, has been on 
staff since 2014, and now serves as 
Children’s Minister. 
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CENTRAL BELIEFS  
  

Authority of the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 
I believe the Bible is the Word of God and has 
the right to command my belief and action. 
Church (Ephesians 4:15-16) 
I believe the church is God's primary way to 
accomplish His purposes on earth today. 
Eternity (John 14:1-4) 
I believe there is a heaven and a hell and that 
Jesus Christ is returning to judge the earth and 
to establish His eternal kingdom. 
The Holy Spirit (Romans 8:9) 
I believe the Holy Spirit convicts, calls,  
converts and changes me as a child of God. 
Humanity (John 3:16) 
I believe all people are loved by God and need 
Jesus Christ as their Savior. 
Identity in Christ (John 1:12) 
I believe I am significant because of my 
position as a child of God. 
Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:1-4) 
I believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God who 
became man, died for sinners and rose from the 
dead. 
Life Purpose (Acts 20:24) 
I believe I am a steward of God’s resources and 
have been redeemed to participate in His King-
dom purposes for His glory. 
Personal God (Psalm 121:1-2) 
I believe God is involved in and cares about my 
daily life. 
Salvation by Grace (Ephesians 2:8-9) 
I believe a person comes into a right relation-
ship with God by His grace, through faith in 
Jesus Christ. 

  

 
CENTRAL VIRTUES  

  

Love (1 John 4:10-12) 
I sacrificially and unconditionally love and 
forgive others. 
Joy (John 15:11) 
I have inner contentment and purpose in spite 
of my circumstances. 
Peace (Philippians 4:6-7) 
I am free from anxiety because things are right 
between God, myself and others. 
Patience (Proverbs 14:29) 
I take a long time to overheat and endure pa-
tiently under the unavoidable pressures of life. 
Kindness/Goodness  
I choose to do the right things in my relation-
ships with others 

OUR CORE COMPETENCIES  

Faithfulness (Proverbs 3:3-4) 
I have established a good name with God and 
with others based on my long-term loyalty to 
those relationships. 
Gentleness (Philippians 4:5) 
I am thoughtful, considerate and calm in 
dealing with others. 
Self-Control (Titus 2:11-13) 
I have the power, through Christ, to control 
myself. 
Grace (Colossians 3:13) 
I demonstrate forgiveness, mercy and gener-
osity to others, even when they have offended 
me. 
Hope (1 Peter 1:3-5) 
I have a growing anticipation of God’s prom-
ises and my secure eternity with Him. 
Humility (Philippians 2:3-4) 
I choose to esteem others above myself. 

 
 
 
CENTRAL PRACTICES  

  

Bible Study (Hebrews 4:12) 
I study the Bible to know God, the truth, and 
to find direction for my daily life. 
Biblical Community (Acts 2:44-47) 
I fellowship with other Christians to accom-
plish God's purposes in my life, others' lives, 
and in the world. 
Compassion (Psalm 82:3-4) 
I seek to serve the last, the least and the lost 
in my community. 
Disciple-Making (2 Timothy 2:2) 
I multiply godly beliefs, virtues and practices 
in others to encourage their spiritual growth 
in Christ.  
Evangelism (Acts 1:8) 
I share Jesus with others through personal 
proclamation and demonstration of the   
gospel. 
Generosity (2 Corinthians 9:6-11) 
I gladly give my resources to fulfill God’s 
purposes.  
Prayer (Psalm 66:16-20) 
I pray to God to know Him, to lay my request 
before Him and to find direction for my daily 
life. 
Single-Mindedness (Matthew 6:33) 
I focus on God and His priorities for my life. 
Spiritual Gifts (Romans 12:4-6) 
I know and use my spiritual gifts to accom-
plish God's purposes. 
Worship (Psalm 95:1-7) 
I worship God for who He is and what He has 
done for me. 
 

The Scrolls Bible Study is a spiritual 
growth resource of Central Bible 

Church, Fort Worth, Texas. 
© 2026 Central Bible Church. 

Material researched, written and 
supervised by Dr. Tom Bulick. 

All Scripture referenced from the 
English Standard Version unless 
otherwise noted. This resource is 

freely distributed and may be 
copied without permission.  
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OUR MISSION  
Making God known by making  

disciples who are changed  
by God to change their world.  

 


