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POWER AND PURPOSE  
“Two Kings, Two Outcomes” 

Acts 12:1-25 

 Q?  

Why will the 
‘gates of hell ’ 

not prevail 
against Christ ’s 

church?   

THIS WEEK ’S  
CORE COMPETENCY   

 
 Single - Mindedness  
I focus on God and his 
priorities for my life.  

   
“’But seek first the kingdom 

of God and his righteous-
ness, and all these things will 

be added to you.’”  
Matthew 6:33 



Read Acts 12:1-25 

1 About that time Herod the king laid violent hands 
on some who belonged to the church. 2 He killed James the 
brother of John with the sword, 3 and when he saw that it 
pleased the Jews, he proceeded to arrest Peter also. This 
was during the days of Unleavened Bread. 4 And when he 
had seized him, he put him in prison, delivering him over 
to four squads of soldiers to guard him, intending after 
the Passover to bring him out to the people. 5 So Peter 
was kept in prison, but earnest prayer for him was made 
to God by the church. 

6 Now when Herod was about to bring him out, on 
that very night, Peter was sleeping between two sol-
diers, bound with two chains, and sentries before the door 
were guarding the prison. 7 And behold, an angel of the 
Lord stood next to him, and a light shone in the cell. He 
struck Peter on the side and woke him, saying, “Get up 
quickly.” And the chains fell off his hands. 8 And the 
angel said to him, “Dress yourself and put on your san-
dals.” And he did so. And he said to him, “Wrap your 
cloak around you and follow me.” 9 And he went out and 
followed him. He did not know that what was being done 
by the angel was real, but thought he was seeing a vi-
sion. 10 When they had passed the first and the second 
guard, they came to the iron gate leading into the city. It 
opened for them of its own accord, and they went out and 
went along one street, and immediately the angel left 
him. 11 When Peter came to himself, he said, “Now I am 
sure that the Lord has sent his angel and rescued me from 
the hand of Herod and from all that the Jewish people 
were expecting.” 

12 When he realized this, he went to the house of 
Mary, the mother of John whose other name was Mark, 
where many were gathered together and were pray-
ing. 13 And when he knocked at the door of the gateway, a 
servant girl named Rhoda came to an-
swer. 14 Recognizing Peter's voice, in her joy she did not 
open the gate but ran in and reported that Peter was 
standing at the gate. 15 They said to her, “You are out of 
your mind.” But she kept insisting that it was so, and 
they kept saying, “It is his angel!” 16 But Peter contin-
ued knocking, and when they opened, they saw him and 
were amazed. 17 But motioning to them with his hand to 
be silent, he described to them how the Lord had brought 
him out of the prison. And he said, “Tell these things 
to James and to the brothers.” Then he departed and went 
to another place. 

18 Now when day came, there was no little disturb-
ance among the soldiers over what had become of Pe-
ter. 19 And after Herod searched for him and did not find 
him, he examined the sentries and ordered and ordered 
that they should be put to death. Then he went down 
from Judea to Caesarea and spent time there. 

20 Now Herod was angry with the people of Tyre and 
Sidon, and they came to him with one accord, and having 
persuaded Blastus, the king's chamberlain, they asked for  

 
peace, because their country depended on the king's coun-
try for food. 21 On an appointed day Herod put on his 
royal robes, took his seat upon the throne, and delivered 
an oration to them. 22 And the people were shouting, 
“The voice of a god, and not of a 
man!” 23 Immediately an angel of the Lord struck him 
down, because he did not give God the glory, and he was 
eaten by worms and breathed his last. 

24 But the word of God increased and multiplied. 
25 And Barnabas and Saul returned from Jerusalem 

when they had completed their service, bringing with 
them John, whose other name was Mark. 

 

After reading the text, practice your Observation skills 

by noting the following: 

• Bracket “About that time” in v. 1. 

• Circle “Herod” in vv. 1, 6, 11, 19, 20, 21.   

• Circle “James” in vv. 2, 17. 

• Bracket “days of Unleavened Bread” in v. 3.  

• Underline “four squads of soldiers” in v. 4, cf. v. 6. 

• Box “but” indicating contrast in vv. 5, 21. 

• Underline “John” and “Mark” in vv. 12, 25. 

• Bracket “door of the gateway” in v. 13. 

• Circle “Rhoda” in v. 13. 

• Circle “his angel” in v. 15. 

• Circle “another place” v. 17. 

• Bracket “no little disturbance” in v. 18. 

• Circle “angry” in v. 20. 

• Box “because” indicating reason in vv. 20, 23.  

• Highlight v. 24. 
 
What one word would you use to describe the TONE of 
this passage? (i.e., stern, joyful, cautious, etc.) 
 

 

 

 

Try to summarize the THEME of this passage in one 

word. If you were going to describe these verses, you 

might say, “This text is about ________________.” 
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EXAMINE GOD ’S WORD  1 
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DIG DEEPER  
Answer the questions to help you apply the passage and prepare for discussion  

2  

1. Explain what motivated Herod Agrippa I to arrest Peter (v. 3).   

  

 

2. Prison security (vv. 4, 6) made Peter’s escape humanly impossible. How so?   

 

 

3. Explain the contrast in verse 5. 

 

 

4. Who rescued Peter?  

 

 

5. Describe Peter’s deliverance and his reaction to it.  

 

 

 

 

6. Humor and irony characterize Luke’s description of Peter’s arrival at the house of Mary, John Mark’s mother. 
How so? 

 

 

 

7. What became of Peter after he interrupted the prayer meeting at Mary’s house?   

 

 

8. Describe Herod’s death and the reason behind it. 

 

 

 
 

9. Explain the contrast in verse 24. 

 

 
 

10. Discussion. Herod representing Rome is the antagonist in the story, while Peter representing the church is 
the protagonist in the story. Discuss the significance of the outcome of the conflict between them, namely, 
what it indicates practically speaking.      
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EXPLORE RESOURCES  3  

Commentary On The Text  
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v. 4 four squads     “This squad of four sol-
diers (BAGD 813; BAGD 1001) consists of sixteen men 

Word Studies/Notes  

in total, as a squad was a group of four; Their watch 
would change every three hours in the night to guaran-
tee they were alert (Josephus, Ant. 18.6.7 §196) . . . If he is 
held at the same locale as Paul later in Acts 21:34-23:30, 
then he is at the Antonia at the northwest edge of the 
temple complex . . . Acts 12:6 tells us that two are 
chained to Peter and two act as sentries” (Darrell L. 
Bock, Acts, BECNT, 412-13, 426).  

vv. 12, 25 John, Mark  I.e., one man with two 
names. “The John Mark referred to here was the one 
who was with Paul and Barnabas on a portion of the 
first missionary journey (Acts 13:5, 13)—viz., a cousin of 
Barnabas (Col 4:10) who returned with him to Cyprus 
after the falling out with Paul (Acts 15:37-39), a later 
companion of both Paul (Col 4:10; Philem 24) and Peter 
(1 Peter 5:13), and the writer of the second Gospel”  

(Richard N. Longnecker, “The Acts of the Apostles,” 
in John-Acts, vol. 9, EBC, 410 ). 

v. 13 door of the gateway “Mary’s house must have 
been of some size, with a vestibule opening onto the 
street, an intervening court, and rear living quarters . . . 
Luke says that Peter was knocking at the door of the 
vestibule (NIV, ‘the outer entrance’)” (Longenecker,  
410).  

v. 13 Rhoda     “Her name is a common 
one and means ‘rosebud’ or ‘little rose’ (Haenchen 1987: 
385)” (Bock, 428). 

v. 15 his angel    “Evidently the Christians 
at first believed that it was Peter's guardian ‘angel,’ or 
an angel especially sent to guard him, who had ap-
peared (v. 15; Dan. 10:21; Matt. 18:10). Another explana-
tion is that we should understand ‘angel’ as a reference 
to a human messenger that Peter had sent. A third possi-
bility is that the Christians thought that Herod had exe-
cuted Peter, and that the apostle's spirit had come to 
visit them” (Constable, 249).  

v. 17 another place   “That Peter went to Rome 
at this early date is most unlikely, and Paul’s Epistle to 
the Romans seems to speak against it (15:20)”  
(Polhill, 283).  

v. 20 angry     “King Herod had become 
‘very angry’ with his subjects who lived in ‘Tyre and 
Sidon’ on the Mediterranean coast north of Caesarea. 
Because these towns depended on Galilee—which was 
part of King Herod's ‘country’— for their food supply, 
they were eager to get on his good side again”  
(Constable, 251).  

v. 24 But . . .     Another “progress re-
port” (cf. 2:47; 6:7; 9:31; 12:24; 16:5; 19:20; 28:30-31).  



APPLY THE TEXT  4  
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CENTRAL MESSAGE OF T HIS PASSAGE            

God providentially acts to rescue Peter and to pass judgement on Herod to  

guarantee that the gates of hell do not prevail against Christ’s church.     
  

 

CENTRAL MESSAGE FOR YOUR LIFE  

(Rewrite the Central Message above to personally apply to your own life) 

3 LIVING QUESTIONS  
The “Living Questions” are simple questions we may ask of any text in order to apply the Bible to our life. An-
swer the questions below as personally as you can.  

1. What does the author of this passage want me to know? 

 

 

 

 

2. What does the author of this passage want me to do? 

 

 

 

 

3. What does the author of this passage want me to be? 

 

 

 

 



What Does The Bible Say?  What Do You Think?  What Do You Do?  
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KidPIX COUPON  
Earn 1 KidPIX Token by completing the 
CENTRALKids Bible Study on this page 
and another token by memorizing and 
reciting the memory verse for this week. 
Questions: kids@wearecentral.org 

______ I completed my Bible Study 

______ I memorized this week’s verse 

______ I brought my Bible to church 

______ I brought a friend 

 
                  CHILD ’S NAME                  GRADE    PARENT SIGNATURE  

PARENT CONNECTION  
Things often aren’t how we plan them to be. When I was pregnant with my first child, I had grandiose ideas 

about my parenting. I would never let them watch TV. That didn’t last past my son’s first year, especially when I 
realized Elmo was a solid babysitter and I could get a quick shower. I planned to only feed them healthy and 
whole foods. I’m pretty sure Goldfish count, although probably not Little Debbies. I felt certain my precious chil-
dren would be the kind of kids that never got in trouble. Then I heard, “Mrs. Thomas, this is Mr. Bailey at Hill Ele-
mentary. I’m calling because your child…” when I answered the phone. Those calls are never fun for anyone. 
Though things don’t always turn out the way you expect in parenting, it’s helpful to remind yourself that God is 
always powerfully in control. Often, I felt overwhelmed, discouraged or unsure of myself. I wondered if my kids 
were paying attention when I corrected their behavior. I wondered if they were growing in their faith. Here’s what 
I’ve learned through the years—God is always working behind the scenes in the lives of our children, especially 
when we don’t see or understand the path He chooses for them. God sees the big picture and loves our kids far 
more than we do. He is putting them in hard places to develop their character and reveal Himself to them. And 
He’s a God of miracles. Sometimes those miracles look like lightbulb moments of understanding grace and mercy. 
God is in the business of constantly wooing your children. Keep praying they run to Him.  

 
CORE COMPETENCY: Single -Mindedness  

I pay attention to what God thinks is important to my life.  

MEMORY VERSE: Proverbs 16:9  
“The heart of man plans his way, but the Lord establishes his steps.”  

 

Read Acts 12:1-25.  
 
1. Where was Peter, and who 
was praying for him? 
2. Who came to break Peter out 
of prison? How? 
3. What happened to Peter? 
King Herod?  

Why did Rhoda forget to an-
swer the door? 
  
 
  

Create a cartoon strip illustrat-
ing Acts 12. Bring it to KidPix 
for an extra token.  



Tom Bulick (M.A. in Educational 
Leadership, Eastern Michigan Uni-
versity, Th.M. in Old Testament, 
and Ph.D. in Bible Exposition, Dal-
las Theological Seminary). For 
more than forty years, Tom has 
served as pastor, faculty member, 
and administrator. Tom was Vice 
President for Student Life and 
Associate Professor of Religious 
Studies at Trinity Western Univer-
sity (Vancouver, B.C.) from 1986 to 
1998 and Spiritual Formation Pas-
tor at Central Bible Church (Fort 
Worth, TX) from 1998 to 2022. He 
and his wife Ruth have one son, 
Zach. 
 
Stephanie Thomas (B.B.A Univer-
sity of Texas at Arlington). Stepha-
nie is married to James and they 
have five children: Elijah, Levi, Bo, 
Ella and Simon. Stephanie has 
attended Central Bible Church for 
more than 20 years, has been on 
staff since 2014, and now serves as 
Children’s Minister. 
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CENTRAL BELIEFS  
  

Authority of the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 
I believe the Bible is the Word of God and has 
the right to command my belief and action. 
Church (Ephesians 4:15-16) 
I believe the church is God's primary way to 
accomplish His purposes on earth today. 
Eternity (John 14:1-4) 
I believe there is a heaven and a hell and that 
Jesus Christ is returning to judge the earth and 
to establish His eternal kingdom. 
The Holy Spirit (Romans 8:9) 
I believe the Holy Spirit convicts, calls,  
converts and changes me as a child of God. 
Humanity (John 3:16) 
I believe all people are loved by God and need 
Jesus Christ as their Savior. 
Identity in Christ (John 1:12) 
I believe I am significant because of my 
position as a child of God. 
Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:1-4) 
I believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God who 
became man, died for sinners and rose from the 
dead. 
Life Purpose (Acts 20:24) 
I believe I am a steward of God’s resources and 
have been redeemed to participate in His King-
dom purposes for His glory. 
Personal God (Psalm 121:1-2) 
I believe God is involved in and cares about my 
daily life. 
Salvation by Grace (Ephesians 2:8-9) 
I believe a person comes into a right relation-
ship with God by His grace, through faith in 
Jesus Christ. 

  

 
CENTRAL VIRTUES  

  

Love (1 John 4:10-12) 
I sacrificially and unconditionally love and 
forgive others. 
Joy (John 15:11) 
I have inner contentment and purpose in spite 
of my circumstances. 
Peace (Philippians 4:6-7) 
I am free from anxiety because things are right 
between God, myself and others. 
Patience (Proverbs 14:29) 
I take a long time to overheat and endure pa-
tiently under the unavoidable pressures of life. 
Kindness/Goodness  
I choose to do the right things in my relation-
ships with others 

OUR CORE COMPETENCIES  

Faithfulness (Proverbs 3:3-4) 
I have established a good name with God and 
with others based on my long-term loyalty to 
those relationships. 
Gentleness (Philippians 4:5) 
I am thoughtful, considerate and calm in 
dealing with others. 
Self-Control (Titus 2:11-13) 
I have the power, through Christ, to control 
myself. 
Grace (Colossians 3:13) 
I demonstrate forgiveness, mercy and gener-
osity to others, even when they have offended 
me. 
Hope (1 Peter 1:3-5) 
I have a growing anticipation of God’s prom-
ises and my secure eternity with Him. 
Humility (Philippians 2:3-4) 
I choose to esteem others above myself. 

 
 
 
CENTRAL PRACTICES  

  

Bible Study (Hebrews 4:12) 
I study the Bible to know God, the truth, and 
to find direction for my daily life. 
Biblical Community (Acts 2:44-47) 
I fellowship with other Christians to accom-
plish God's purposes in my life, others' lives, 
and in the world. 
Compassion (Psalm 82:3-4) 
I seek to serve the last, the least and the lost 
in my community. 
Disciple-Making (2 Timothy 2:2) 
I multiply godly beliefs, virtues and practices 
in others to encourage their spiritual growth 
in Christ.  
Evangelism (Acts 1:8) 
I share Jesus with others through personal 
proclamation and demonstration of the   
gospel. 
Generosity (2 Corinthians 9:6-11) 
I gladly give my resources to fulfill God’s 
purposes.  
Prayer (Psalm 66:16-20) 
I pray to God to know Him, to lay my request 
before Him and to find direction for my daily 
life. 
Single-Mindedness (Matthew 6:33) 
I focus on God and His priorities for my life. 
Spiritual Gifts (Romans 12:4-6) 
I know and use my spiritual gifts to accom-
plish God's purposes. 
Worship (Psalm 95:1-7) 
I worship God for who He is and what He has 
done for me. 
 

The Scrolls Bible Study is a spiritual 
growth resource of Central Bible 

Church, Fort Worth, Texas. 
© 2026 Central Bible Church. 

Material researched, written and 
supervised by Dr. Tom Bulick. 

All Scripture referenced from the 
English Standard Version unless 
otherwise noted. This resource is 

freely distributed and may be 
copied without permission.  
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OUR MISSION  
Making God known by making  

disciples who are changed  
by God to change their world.  

 


