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POWER AND PURPOSE  
“Powerful Leaders” 

Acts 1:12-26 

 Q?  

What did     
Jesus ’ disciples 
do to prepare 

for the coming 
of the Spirit?   

THIS WEEK ’S  
CORE COMPETENCY   

 
 Prayer  

I pray to God to know 
him, to lay my request 
before him and to find 

direction for my daily life.  
   

“Come and hear, all you who 
fear God, and I will tell what 

he has done for my soul. I 
cried to him with my mouth, 
and high praise was on my 
tongue. If I had cherished 
iniquity in my heart, the 

Lord would not have listened. 
But truly God has listened; 

he has attended to the voice of 
my prayer. Blessed be God, 
because he has not rejected 
my prayer or removed his 
steadfast love from me!”     

Psalm 66:16-20 



Read Acts 1:12-26 

12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called 

Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day's journey 

away. 13 And when they had entered, they went up to the 

upper room, where they were staying, Peter and John and 

James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and 

Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot 

and Judas the son of James. 14 All these with one accord were 

devoting themselves to prayer, together with the women and 

Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers. 

15 In those days Peter stood up among the brothers (the 

company of persons was in all about 120) and 

said, 16 “Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the 

Holy Spirit spoke beforehand by the mouth of David concern-

ing Judas, who became a guide to those who arrested Je-

sus. 17 For he was numbered among us and was allotted his 

share in this ministry.” 18 (Now this man acquired a field 

with the reward of his wickedness, and falling headlong he 

burst open in the middle and all his bowels gushed 

out. 19 And it became known to all the inhabitants of Jerusa-

lem, so that the field was called in their own language Akel-

dama, that is, Field of Blood.) 20 “For it is written in the 

Book of Psalms, 

“‘May his camp become desolate, 

    and let there be no one to dwell in it;’ 

and 

“‘Let another take his office.’ 

21 So one of the men who have accompanied us during all 

the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among 

us, 22 beginning from the baptism of John until the day 

when he was taken up from us—one of these men must be-

come with us a witness to his resurrection.” 23 And they put 

forward two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also 

called Justus, and Matthias. 24 And they prayed and said, 

“You, Lord, who know the hearts of all, show which one of 

these two you have chosen 25 to take the place in this minis-

try and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his 

own place.” 26 And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on 

Matthias, and he was numbered with the eleven apostles. 

(ESV) 

 

 

After reading the text, practice your Observation skills 
by noting the following: 

• Circle “they” in vv. 12-13. 

• Underline “a Sabbath day’s journey” in v. 12. 

• Circle “upper room” in v. 13. 

• Highlight the names of the apostles in v. 13. 

• Circle “prayer” in v. 14. 

• Bracket “the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, 
and his brothers” in v . 14. 

• Underline “In those days” in v. 15. 

• Bracket “had to be fulfilled” in v. 16. 

• Circle “acquired a field” in v. 18. 

• Circle “falling headlong” in v. 18. 

• In the margin next to v. 20 write, “cf. Ps 69:25; 
109:8.” 

• Circle “witness” in v. 22. 

• Highlight vv. 24-25. 

• Circle “cast lots” in v. 26. 

• Circle “Matthias” in v. 26. 

What one word would you use to describe the TONE of 
this passage? (i.e., stern, joyful, cautious, etc.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Try to summarize the THEME of this passage in one 

word. If you were going to describe these verses, you 

might say, “This text is about ________________.” 

2 

EXAMINE GOD ’S WORD  1 



3 

DIG DEEPER  
Answer the questions to help you apply the passage and prepare for discussion  

2  

1. Who returned from the mount called Olivet to Jerusalem and where did they go when they returned?  

  

 

 

2. Who was gathered there and what were they doing? 

 

 

 

3. Why were they doing what they were doing? 

 

 

4. When did Peter address those who were gathered? 

 

 

5. About 120 people were gathered. Were there only 120 Christians at the time (cf. 1Co 15:6)? 

 

 

 

6. David doesn’t mention Judas by name. In what sense did Judas fulfill Ps 69:25?  

 

 

 

7. In what sense did Judas fulfill Ps 109:8? 

 

 

 

8. Identify the requirements for eligibility to replace Judas as one of the apostles. 

 

 

 

9. Why did the believers cast lots to determine God’s choice of the man to replace Judas? Believers don’t cast lots 
today.  

 

 

10. Discussion: Talk about the role prayer played in events occurring between the ascension and Pentecost.  
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EXPLORE RESOURCES  3  

Acts 1:12-26 is divided into various numbers of 
paragraphs by the various English versions. For ex-
ample, the NET treats it as one long paragraph; the 
ESV divides it into two paragraphs (vv. 12-14; 15-26), 
the NIV into five (vv. 12-14; 15-17; 18-19; 20-22; 23-26)
—all of which are acceptable. Viewing verses 12-14 as 
a single paragraph makes sense, because together 
these verses describe what the apostles did in obedi-
ence to Jesus’ command to wait in Jerusalem for the 
“promise of the Father,” namely, the Holy Spirit (v. 
4). Viewing verses 15-26 as one paragraph also makes 
sense, because together these verses describe the se-
lection of Matthias to replace Judas, thus restoring the 
original number of apostles to twelve.  

That said, a further analysis of verses 15-26 is help-
ful. One commentator writes: “This entire section, 
devoted to the replacement of Judas Iscariot, is care-
fully constructed in two main parts. After an intro-
ductory verse (v. 15), the first part (vv. 16-19) deals 
with the vacancy created by the demise of Judas. The 
second treats Judas’s replacement (vv. 21-26). Joining 
the two sections is v. 20, which contains two scriptur-
al proofs from the Psalms, the first relating to the pri-
or section (Judas’s death); the second, to the following 
(his replacement)” (John B. Polhill, Acts, NAC, 90). 

According to the first paragraph, the apostles re-
turned to Jerusalem from the Mount of Olives, the site 
of the ascension, about one kilometer outside the city 
to a large upper room where they joined other Chris-
tians to wait for the coming of the Spirit. The others 
included “the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, 
and his brothers” (v. 14). This room apparently 
served as the believers’ “headquarters” during the ten 
days leading up to Pentecost.  Throughout this time, 
the 120 persons (v. 15) were constantly praying, but 
for what? The text doesn’t specify what, but it’s possi-
ble to make an educated guess. Before Jesus returned 
to the Father, he told them, “you will be baptized 
with the Holy Spirit not many days from now” (v. 7), 
which suggests that they were praying for the Spirit 
to come as Jesus had said. Later, they would pray for 
the Lord to reveal his choice of one to replace Judas 
(vv. 24-25). In both instances, their prayers were in-
formed by God’s word. “The time before Pentecost 
was a time for waiting, a time spent in prayer un-
doubtedly for the promised Spirit and for the power 
to witness. There is no effective witness without the 
Spirit, and the way to spiritual empowerment is to 
wait in prayer” (Polhill, 90). 

According to the first part of the second paragraph 
(vv. 15-19), Peter, taking the lead, stood up and ex-

plained that what Judas did and what happened to 
him as a consequence fulfilled Scripture, specifically, 
what “the Holy Spirit spoke beforehand by the 
mouth of David” (v. 16) and thus required further 
action. He explained that although Judas was one of 
the Twelve and shared in their ministry, he betrayed 
Jesus, and with the money he received for his wicked 
act bought a field (v. 18)—he bought it indirectly with 
the thirty pieces of silver he returned to the priests 
who actually bought it. And afterward he died an ig-
nominious gory death (Mt 27:3-5). All this was in ful-
fillment of Psalm 69:25. Peter then explained Psalm 
109:8 made it necessary to choose another to take his 
place. Verse 21 reads: “Therefore it is necessary to 
choose one of the men who have been with us the 
whole time the Lord Jesus waws living among us, 
beginning from John’s baptism the time when Jesus 
was taken up from us. For one of these must become 
a witness with us of his resurrection” (vv. 21-22 NIV).  

On the fulfillment of these texts, one writer ex-
plains: “The psalms Peter cites (69:25; 109:8) are about 
the unrighteous or the enemies of God, who ultimate-
ly are judged. Judas belong in this category, so Peter 
applies the text to him . . . The first text is Ps. 69:25: 
since the defection has occurred, there is a reference  
to the enemy’s house being left desolate. The second 
text, Ps. 109:8, refers to what needs to be done to re-
place Judas. Someone must take his place of responsi-
bility” (Bock, 82; see also Polhill, 91).  

According to the second part of the second para-
graph (vv. 21-26), two men were identified as candi-
dates meeting the requirements to replace Judas (vv. 
21-22)—Joseph called Barsabbas who was also called 
Justus, and Matthias. And since the believers wanted 
to appoint the one the Lord had chosen, they prayed: 
“You, Lord, who know the hearts of all, show which 
one of these two you have chosen to take the place in 
this ministry and apostleship from which Judas 
turned aside to go to his own place” (v. 24-25). And 
then they cast lots and the lot fell on Matthias who 
was subsequently numbered with the eleven apostles 
(cf. Pr 16:33). On the importance of his selection, one 
commentator writes: “The choice of Matthias pro-
vides a figure for the twelfth throne discussed by Je-
sus in Luke 22:30b. With that slot now refilled, the 
program moves ahead as Jesus’s eschatological prom-
ise in this regard still stands” (Bock, 75). Of course, 
believers no longer cast lots to determine God’s will. 
Lots ceased to be used after the Spirit came; the selec-
tions made in Acts 6 and 13 involve prayer only.  

Commentary On The Text  
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Word Studies/Notes  



APPLY THE TEXT  4  
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CENTRAL MESSAGE OF T HIS PASSAGE            

Our prayers should be informed by Scripture just as were the early disciples’ prayers regarding the  
coming of the Holy Spirit and the selection of Matthias to replace Judas as the twelfth apostle.        

 

 

CENTRAL MESSAGE FOR YOUR LIFE  

(Rewrite the Central Message above to personally apply to your own life) 

3 LIVING QUESTIONS  
The “Living Questions” are simple questions we may ask of any text in order to apply the Bible to our life. An-
swer the questions below as personally as you can.  

1. What does this passage teach me about God? 

 

 

 

 

2. What does this passage teach me about myself? 

 

 

 

 

3. What does this passage lead me to do? 

 

 

 

 



What Does The Bible Say?  What Do You Think?  What Do You Do?  
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KidPIX COUPON  
Earn 1 KidPIX Token by completing the 
CENTRALKids Bible Study on this page 
and another token by memorizing and 
reciting the memory verse for this week. 
Questions: kids@wearecentral.org 

______ I completed my Bible Study 

______ I memorized this week’s verse 

______ I brought my Bible to church 

______ I brought a friend 

 
                  CHILD ’S NAME                  GRADE    PARENT SIGNATURE  

PARENT CONNECTION  
When my son’s friend, Marco, would visit, he had to learn to pause and wait to pray before diving into din-

ner. He was surprised when my husband or I would pray over the kids, including him, before bed. And though 
it took a while, he finally got used to me asking if he prayed about whatever situation he was struggling with. 
One time Marco asked, “How’d you learn to do all that praying?” Ha! I remember the first time I prayed out 
loud in a group. Boy, did it feel uncomfortable, awkward, and let’s face it, downright weird. Prayer can feel like 
stepping into foreign territory. You’re not sure what to say, how to say it, or if you’re “doing it right.” It’s worse 
when the person to your left delivers the most eloquent prayer, overflowing with Scripture and all extra-holy 
sounding. Where prayer is concerned, practice won’t actually make perfect, but practice definitely helps makes 
it more comfortable. Though I had been encouraging Marco for months to pray before meals, he wouldn’t 
budge. One night, I dragged an empty chair next to him and told him to pretend Jesus was sitting there and to 
tell Him thanks for the meal. I remember when he raised his head, his face was glowing with pride and confi-
dence. The switch flipped and he couldn’t wait to pray with us. Parents, we’re models of prayer not only for our 
own kids, but all their friends. So, don’t be shy. If you don’t know where to start, drag a chair next to you, pre-
tend Jesus is sitting there, and thank Him for His many blessings. We’re praying for you! 

 
CORE COMPETENCY: Prayer  

I talk to God so I can know Him, ask Him for things and find out what He wants me to do.  

MEMORY VERSE: Romans 11:36  
“For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen .”  

 

Read Acts 1:12-26.  
 
1. List the names of the apostles 
and other people gathered in the 
upper room.  
2. What were they doing?  
3. How did they replace the 
apostle Judas who turned Jesus 
in?  

Think about the things the apos-
tles had recently witnessed—
Jesus’ death, resurrection and 
ascension. What do you think 
they were praying about? 

Think about the same things the 
apostles had witnessed, and 

pray.  
  



Tom Bulick (M.A. in Educational 
Leadership, Eastern Michigan Uni-
versity, Th.M. in Old Testament, 
and Ph.D. in Bible Exposition, Dal-
las Theological Seminary). For 
more than forty years, Tom has 
served as pastor, faculty member, 
and administrator. Tom was Vice 
President for Student Life and 
Associate Professor of Religious 
Studies at Trinity Western Univer-
sity (Vancouver, B.C.) from 1986 to 
1998 and Spiritual Formation Pas-
tor at Central Bible Church (Fort 
Worth, TX) from 1998 to 2022. He 
and his wife Ruth have one son, 
Zach. 
 
Stephanie Thomas (B.B.A Univer-
sity of Texas at Arlington). Stepha-
nie is married to James and they 
have five children: Elijah, Levi, Bo, 
Ella and Simon. Stephanie has 
attended Central Bible Church for 
more than 20 years, has been on 
staff since 2014, and now serves as 
Children’s Minister. 
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CENTRAL BELIEFS  
  

Authority of the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 
I believe the Bible is the Word of God and has 
the right to command my belief and action. 
Church (Ephesians 4:15-16) 
I believe the church is God's primary way to 
accomplish His purposes on earth today. 
Eternity (John 14:1-4) 
I believe there is a heaven and a hell and that 
Jesus Christ is returning to judge the earth and 
to establish His eternal kingdom. 
The Holy Spirit (Romans 8:9) 
I believe the Holy Spirit convicts, calls,  
converts and changes me as a child of God. 
Humanity (John 3:16) 
I believe all people are loved by God and need 
Jesus Christ as their Savior. 
Identity in Christ (John 1:12) 
I believe I am significant because of my 
position as a child of God. 
Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:1-4) 
I believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God who 
became man, died for sinners and rose from the 
dead. 
Life Purpose (Acts 20:24) 
I believe I am a steward of God’s resources and 
have been redeemed to participate in His King-
dom purposes for His glory. 
Personal God (Psalm 121:1-2) 
I believe God is involved in and cares about my 
daily life. 
Salvation by Grace (Ephesians 2:8-9) 
I believe a person comes into a right relation-
ship with God by His grace, through faith in 
Jesus Christ. 

  

 
CENTRAL VIRTUES  

  

Love (1 John 4:10-12) 
I sacrificially and unconditionally love and 
forgive others. 
Joy (John 15:11) 
I have inner contentment and purpose in spite 
of my circumstances. 
Peace (Philippians 4:6-7) 
I am free from anxiety because things are right 
between God, myself and others. 
Patience (Proverbs 14:29) 
I take a long time to overheat and endure pa-
tiently under the unavoidable pressures of life. 
Kindness/Goodness  
I choose to do the right things in my relation-
ships with others 

OUR CORE COMPETENCIES  

Faithfulness (Proverbs 3:3-4) 
I have established a good name with God and 
with others based on my long-term loyalty to 
those relationships. 
Gentleness (Philippians 4:5) 
I am thoughtful, considerate and calm in 
dealing with others. 
Self-Control (Titus 2:11-13) 
I have the power, through Christ, to control 
myself. 
Grace (Colossians 3:13) 
I demonstrate forgiveness, mercy and gener-
osity to others, even when they have offended 
me. 
Hope (1 Peter 1:3-5) 
I have a growing anticipation of God’s prom-
ises and my secure eternity with Him. 
Humility (Philippians 2:3-4) 
I choose to esteem others above myself. 

 
 
 
CENTRAL PRACTICES  

  

Bible Study (Hebrews 4:12) 
I study the Bible to know God, the truth, and 
to find direction for my daily life. 
Biblical Community (Acts 2:44-47) 
I fellowship with other Christians to accom-
plish God's purposes in my life, others' lives, 
and in the world. 
Compassion (Psalm 82:3-4) 
I seek to serve the last, the least and the lost 
in my community. 
Disciple-Making (2 Timothy 2:2) 
I multiply godly beliefs, virtues and practices 
in others to encourage their spiritual growth 
in Christ.  
Evangelism (Acts 1:8) 
I share Jesus with others through personal 
proclamation and demonstration of the   
gospel. 
Generosity (2 Corinthians 9:6-11) 
I gladly give my resources to fulfill God’s 
purposes.  
Prayer (Psalm 66:16-20) 
I pray to God to know Him, to lay my request 
before Him and to find direction for my daily 
life. 
Single-Mindedness (Matthew 6:33) 
I focus on God and His priorities for my life. 
Spiritual Gifts (Romans 12:4-6) 
I know and use my spiritual gifts to accom-
plish God's purposes. 
Worship (Psalm 95:1-7) 
I worship God for who He is and what He has 
done for me. 
 

The Scrolls Bible Study is a spiritual 
growth resource of Central Bible 

Church, Fort Worth, Texas. 
© 2026 Central Bible Church. 

Material researched, written and 
supervised by Dr. Tom Bulick. 

All Scripture referenced from the 
New International Version unless 
otherwise noted. This resource is 

freely distributed and may be 
copied without permission.  
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OUR MISSION  
Making God known by making  

disciples who are changed  
by God to change their world.  

 


