
The link between the Central Belief Life 
Purpose and Luke 10:1-20 is implied by the 
sending out of seventy-two witnesses to an-
nounce the good news of the kingdom of 
God. Jesus sent the Twelve out (Lk 9:1-5) ear-
lier; now he sends out seventy-two “others” 
to proclaim the same message (10:9, 11). The 
Twelve and the seventy-two are to carry out 
the mission Jesus gives them. Christian disci-
ples have a mission, too, and it’s a great one. 
Luke alludes to it in 24:49, “I am going to 
send you what my Father has promised, but 
stay in the city until you have been clothed 
with power from on high,” and specifies it in 
his second volume, “You will receive power 
when the Holy Spirit comes on you, and you 
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth” (Ac 1:8). The more familiar version of 
Jesus’ mission statement is recorded Mat-
thew’s Gospel (28:18-20). The relevance of 
sending out of the seventy-two is rooted in 
the concept of mission.  

The application of Luke 10:1-20 to Chris-
tian disciples is made rather difficult by its 
details. Some narratives are more descriptive 
than prescriptive, and this is one of them. For 
example, Christian disciples proclaim a some-
what different, but not disparate, message, in 
part due to the different historical setting. 
Jesus’ disciples then were preaching good 
news regarding the kingdom of God—with 
the arrival of the Messiah, “the kingdom of 
God has come near” (vv. 9, 11). But Jesus is 
no longer traveling about from place to place 
preaching and performing miracles to con-
firm the arrival of the kingdom. Jesus’ disci-
ples now are preaching the good news regard-
ing Jesus Christ—with the death and resur-
rection of the Savior, spiritual salvation is 
available to all who believe. On the mission 
then, one commentator writes: “This mission 
is unique, given the direct involvement with 

Jesus and the type of authority the seventy-
two possess to declare the arrival of the king-
dom” (Darrell L. Bock, The NIV Application 
Commentary: Luke, 294).  

What’s more, taken literally, as his disci-
ples must have taken them, the instructions 
Jesus gives the Twelve (9:1-6) and the seventy-
two (10:3-12) are only selectively directly ap-
plicable. “Do not take a purse or bag or san-
dals; and do not greet anyone on the road” (v. 
4) are not instructions disciples on mission 
today follow, neither are the instructions re-
garding seeking hospitality from strangers 
along the way, staying put, and healing the 
sick—note in 22:35-38 Jesus alters some of the 
instructions given here, suggesting that some 
at least are not timeless.  

In general, Jesus’ description of a bountiful 
harvest, the urgency of the mission, the need 
to be single-minded in its accomplishment, 
and the consequences of rejecting the messen-
gers’ message remain most relevant, even 
though the detailed instructions may not—
disciples need not go out “two by two” today. 
Nevertheless, it has been said, “For Luke, the 
mission of the Seventy is the continuing task 
of the Church” (E. E. Ellis, The Gospel of Luke, 
NCB, 155).  

The fact that the mission given in 10:1-20 is 
a mission for “others” is noteworthy. It indi-
cates that the responsibility and privilege of 
sharing a message about Jesus belongs to all 
of Jesus’ disciples—not just the Twelve. Chris-
tian ministry continues to  need workers. And 
when people respond to the gospel, they as-
sume the responsibility to join with “others” 
in the harvest. In other words, as disciples 
engage in a spiritual harvest, those who are 
converted are expected to join in the harvest 
alongside them. Herein lies the answer to the 
prayer: “Ask the Lord of the harvest, there-
fore, to send out workers into his harvest 
field” (v. 2). 

“Living Sent” 
Luke 10:1-20 

I believe I am a steward of 
God’s resources and have 
been redeemed to partici-
pate in his kingdom pur-

poses for his glory.    
   

“However, I consider my 
life worth nothing to 
me; my only aim is to 

finish the race and com-
plete the task the Lord 

Jesus has given me—the 
task of testifying to the 

good news of God’s 
grace.”     

Acts 20:24 



Read Luke 10:1-20 

1 After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and 

sent them two by two ahead of him to every town and 

place where he was about to go. 2 He told them, “The har-

vest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of 

the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest 

field. 3 Go! I am sending you out like lambs among 

wolves. 4 Do not take a purse or bag or sandals; and do 

not greet anyone on the road. 

5 “When you enter a house, first say, ‘Peace to this 

house.’ 6 If someone who promotes peace is there, your 

peace will rest on them; if not, it will return to you. 7 Stay 

there, eating and drinking whatever they give you, for the 

worker deserves his wages. Do not move around from 

house to house. 

8 “When you enter a town and are welcomed, eat what 

is offered to you. 9 Heal the sick who are there and tell 

them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.’ 10 But 

when you enter a town and are not welcomed, go into its 

streets and say, 11 ‘Even the dust of your town we wipe 

from our feet as a warning to you. Yet be sure of this: The 

kingdom of God has come near.’ 12 I tell you, it will be 

more bearable on that day for Sodom than for that town. 

13 “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For 

if the miracles that were performed in you had been per-

formed in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long 

ago, sitting in sackcloth and ashes. 14 But it will be more 

bearable for Tyre and Sidon at the judgment than for 

you. 15 And you, Capernaum, will you be lifted to the 

heavens? No, you will go down to Hades. 

16 “Whoever listens to you listens to me; whoever re-

jects you rejects me; but whoever rejects me rejects him 

who sent me.” 

17 The seventy-two returned with joy and said, “Lord, 

even the demons submit to us in your name.” 

18 He replied, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from 

heaven. 19 I have given you authority to trample on 

snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the power of the 

enemy; nothing will harm you. 20 However, do not rejoice 

that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names 

are written in heaven.” 

 
 

After reading the text, practice your Observation 
skills by noting the following: 

• Box “After this” indicating temporal setting in v. 
1. 

• Circle “seventy-two” in v. 1. 

• Bracket “two by two” in v. 1. 

• Underline “every town and place” in v. 1. 

• Box “therefore” indicating result in v. 2. 

• Box “like” indicating comparison in vv. 3, 18. 

• Circle “sandals” in v. 4. 

• Bracket “Peace to this house” in v. 5 

• Bracket “someone who promotes peace” in v. 6. 

• Box “for” indicating reason in v. 7. 

• Bracket “do not move around” in v. 7. 

• Highlight vv. 9b, 11b. 

• Box “more” and “than” indicating comparison in 
v. 12. 

• Highlight v. 18. 

• Underline “snakes and scorpions” in v. 19. 

• Box “However” indicating contrast in v. 20. 
  

What one word would you use to describe the TONE 
of this passage? (i.e., stern, joyful, cautious, etc.) 

 

 

 

 

Try to summarize the THEME of this passage in one 

word. If you were going to describe these verses, you 

might say, “This text is about ________________.” 



1. The Lord appointed seventy-two “others” to declare that “the kingdom of God has come near.” Who are 
they?     

 

 

2. Given where he sent them, explain what Jesus meant by “the harvest is plentiful.”     

 

 

3. Identify “the Lord of the harvest” and explain the significance of his designation.  

 

 

4. Asking the Lord of the harvest “to send out workers” before going on mission implies how the needed workers 
will be recruited. Explain. 

 

 

 

5. Explain the rationale behind the instructions given in verses 4 and 7b. 

 

 

 

6. An offer of peace is to be made when disciples enter a house (v. 5). On whom does it rest? In other words,  
clarify the meaning of verses 5-6. 

 

 

7. Explain the contrast introduced in verse 10 and the one introduced in verse 14. 

 

 

 

8. The passage contains evidence to confirm Jesus’ claim that “the kingdom of God has come near” and that he 
“saw Satan fall like lightening from heaven.” Identify that evidence. 

 

 

9. Should verse 19 be applied literally to “others” on mission today? What do you think? 

 

 

 

10. Discussion:  While many of the details of Luke 10:1-20 may not be prescriptive, the narrative does reflect a 
pattern—call it a “theology of mission”—that is. Talk about it. 



In 10:1-20 of his Gospel, Luke describes Jesus’ 
sending out of seventy-two disciples, exclusive of the 
Twelve, to “every town and place where he was about 
to go” as he made his way to Jerusalem for the last 
time. These towns were for the most part located in 
Perea, across the Jordan, but some were perhaps locat-
ed in Judea also. While Josephus, the Jewish historian, 
does not mention the number of towns in Judea like 
he does the number in greater Galilee—between 200 
and 250—archeologists suggest that number is around 
100 for Judea and 150 if Perea and Judea are taken to-
gether. Obviously, Jesus could not personally visit 
every one of these in a short period of time. Nonethe-
less, the seventy-two could greatly expand his out-
reach. One commentator writes: “From Galilee He 
started to make a journey to Jerusalem (Luke 9:51; 
John 10:22-39) to eventually attend the Feast of Dedi-
cation, December 18, A.D. 32. The ministry between 
Galilee and Jerusalem was in Samaria (Luke 9:52-56) 
where He sent out the seventy (Luke 10:1-24) probably 
into the regions of Samaria and Perea. After their re-
turn Jesus had an extensive ministry (Luke 10:25-
13:21) before arriving in Jerusalem for the Feast of 
Dedication” (Harold W. Hoehner, Chronological As-
pects of the Life of Christ, 62).  

Verses 1-20 contain (1) descriptions of the appoint-
ing and sending of the seventy-two (vv. 1-16) and (2) 
of them returning (vv. 17-20). In verse 1 Luke de-
scribes their appointment by Jesus; verses 2-4 describe 
him sending them out “two by two,” expressly “to 
every town and place where he was about to go.” He 
sends them out “because the harvest is plentiful”—
many in the towns he intends to visit will hear and 
respond to his message—“but the workers are few.” 
He cannot reap the harvest alone, not even with the 
help of the Twelve; “others” are needed. So he sends 
out seventy-two other disciples to declare that the 
kingdom of God is near and to recruit those who re-
spond favorably to join in the harvest. He sends them 
out, warning them that their mission is dangerous (v. 
3). And as they go, he instructs them to depend on 
him for their daily needs and to not dillydally along 
the way (v. 4).  

Verses 5-12 contain specific instructions the seven-
ty-two are to follow while on mission. They are to of-
fer “peace”—Heb. šālôm (Eng. shalom), which means 
much more than the absence of conflict (see note)—to 
the house they enter. The “peace” they offer will rest 
only on those who promote peace (lit., “sons of 
peace”), namely, on those who accept the messengers’ 
message regarding the kingdom. Otherwise, their 

peace “will return” to them. Wherever they are wel-
come, they are to remain, eating and drinking what 
they are provided without concern for whether the 
food is ceremonially clean or unclean. They are to 
“heal the sick,” a clear sign that “the kingdom has 
come near” (9:1-2; cf. 11:21-23) (see note). Wherever 
they are not welcome, they are to publicly wipe the 
dust of that town from their feet as a “testimony of 
coming judgment (instead of peace)” upon its inhabit-
ants (Craig A. Evans, Luke, NIBC, 170). The judgment 
on Sodom (Ge 19:24-28), which was proverbial (Isa 1:9
-10) would be less severe than the judgment that 
would come upon those cities that rejected the mis-
sionary disciples’ message.  

Verses 13-16 contain a severe warning to specific 
cities that rejected the gospel of the kingdom. Another 
commentator writes: “The next four verses elaborate 
on the grim warning of v. 12. Three cities of Galilee 
and Gaulanitis (Chorazin, Bethsaida, and Caperna-
um) are singled out for special mention, for apparent-
ly in them Jesus had performed works that should 
have led these cities to repent, but they had not. Tyre 

and Sidon, in contrast, would have responded in re-
pentance, and therefore they will receive more mercy 
at the judgment. The section concludes with the state-
ment that he who rejects his messengers rejects him 
and, consequently, rejects him (God) who sent Je-
sus” (Evans, 170). 

Verses 17-20 contain a description of the seventy-
two disciples’ return (v. 17) and Jesus’ reaction to it 
(vv. 18-20). The disciples return full of joy, ecstatic 
having exorcised demons—another indication that 
“the kingdom of God has come near.” Jesus reacts, 
telling them their authority over demons is authority 
derived from him. Jesus is the powerful one. And Sa-
tan’s fall from heaven seen by him is an allusion to his 
power over Satan. Another commentator explains: 
“Satan’s loss of power is evident from what has been 
taking place. The allusion is to imagery from Isaiah 
14:12. Judaism associated Satan’s end with the Messi-
ah. Jesus has given the seventy-two authority to over-
come all types of evil power and representations [cf. 
snakes and scorpions, v. 19]. Later in Luke 11:20-23, Je-
sus describes his own activity as pointing to the pres-
ence of a stronger one that Satan who plunders Sa-
tan’s domain. Given such power, nothing can harm 
them—a truth Jesus expresses strongly with the Greek 
emphatic particles ou me. Yet such power is not the 
true ground for their rejoicing” (Darrell L. Bock,  The 
NIV Application Commentary: Luke, 293). They are in-
stead to rejoice that their “names are written in heav-
en.”  





           

Your mission—you should choose to accept it—is to join with others on  
gospel mission to make disciples worldwide.         

 
 

(Rewrite the Central Message above to personally apply to your own life) 

The “Living Questions” are simple questions we may ask of any text in order to apply the Bible to our life. An-
swer the questions below as personally as you can.  

1. What does this passage teach me about God? 

 

 

 

 

2. What does this passage teach me about myself? 

 

 

 

 

3. What does this passage lead me to do? 

 

 

 

 



   

Earn 1 KidPIX Token by completing the 
CENTRALKids Bible Study on this page 
and another token by memorizing and 
reciting the memory verse for this week. 
Questions: kids@wearecentral.org 

______ I completed my Bible Study 

______ I memorized this week’s verse 

______ I brought my Bible to church 

______ I brought a friend 

 

From the moment I began to grow as a Christan, I had a deep desire to be the one to share Jesus with a non-
believer. God knew what He was doing by delaying this opportunity for years. To be honest, I didn’t want to be 
used to lead someone to Christ; I wanted to be the hero. When it comes to doing the work God has assigned us, 
motive is important and humility is integral. I think when it comes to spreading the Gospel, kids are more close-
ly aligned with godly motive and humility than adults. Kids tend to speak more boldly about Jesus without fear 
of consequences. For example, an adult might be hesitant to present the good news about Jesus to a parent dur-
ing the holidays because they know it’ll start a whopping family argument. Kids just lay it all out there; they’re 
told to talk about Jesus so they talk about Jesus. Another example—you might hear an adult say, “I led them to 
Christ,” completely leaving out the work of the Holy Spirit. Kids will say, “I just told them about Jesus…,” let-
ting Him do all the work. Jesus tells the 72 to be more excited that their future is in heaven than about accom-
plishing the work He sent them to do. It seems to me that if we focus on our future with Christ in heaven, this 
effervescent joy will spur us on to do good works in His name with humility and proper motive. Watch how 
your kids do it. You’ll be surprised and learn a thing or two about sharing the Gospel. We’re praying for you! 

  

I believe God wants me to glorify Him in all I say and do.   

“God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. ”  

 

Read Luke 10:1-20.  
 
1. What were the 72 supposed to 
do if a town welcomed them? 
2. What were the 72 supposed to 
do if a town did not welcome 
them? 
3. What did Jesus tell the 72 to 
rejoice in?  

What do you think verse 2 
means? Put it in your own 
words. 

Where are some places you can 
go and share the Gospel? This 
week, go and tell someone 
about Jesus.  
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Authority of the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 
I believe the Bible is the Word of God and has 
the right to command my belief and action. 
Church (Ephesians 4:15-16) 
I believe the church is God's primary way to 
accomplish His purposes on earth today. 
Eternity (John 14:1-4) 
I believe there is a heaven and a hell and that 
Jesus Christ is returning to judge the earth and 
to establish His eternal kingdom. 
The Holy Spirit (Romans 8:9) 
I believe the Holy Spirit convicts, calls,  
converts and changes me as a child of God. 
Humanity (John 3:16) 
I believe all people are loved by God and need 
Jesus Christ as their Savior. 
Identity in Christ (John 1:12) 
I believe I am significant because of my 
position as a child of God. 
Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:1-4) 
I believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God who 
became man, died for sinners and rose from the 
dead. 
Life Purpose (Acts 20:24) 
I believe I am a steward of God’s resources and 
have been redeemed to participate in His King-
dom purposes for His glory. 
Personal God (Psalm 121:1-2) 
I believe God is involved in and cares about my 
daily life. 
Salvation by Grace (Ephesians 2:8-9) 
I believe a person comes into a right relation-
ship with God by His grace, through faith in 
Jesus Christ. 

  

 
  

Love (1 John 4:10-12) 
I sacrificially and unconditionally love and 
forgive others. 
Joy (John 15:11) 
I have inner contentment and purpose in spite 
of my circumstances. 
Peace (Philippians 4:6-7) 
I am free from anxiety because things are right 
between God, myself and others. 
Patience (Proverbs 14:29) 
I take a long time to overheat and endure pa-
tiently under the unavoidable pressures of life. 
Kindness/Goodness  
I choose to do the right things in my relation-
ships with others 

Faithfulness (Proverbs 3:3-4) 
I have established a good name with God and 
with others based on my long-term loyalty to 
those relationships. 
Gentleness (Philippians 4:5) 
I am thoughtful, considerate and calm in 
dealing with others. 
Self-Control (Titus 2:11-13) 
I have the power, through Christ, to control 
myself. 
Grace (Colossians 3:13) 
I demonstrate forgiveness, mercy and gener-
osity to others, even when they have offended 
me. 
Hope (1 Peter 1:3-5) 
I have a growing anticipation of God’s prom-
ises and my secure eternity with Him. 
Humility (Philippians 2:3-4) 
I choose to esteem others above myself. 

  

Bible Study (Hebrews 4:12) 
I study the Bible to know God, the truth, and 
to find direction for my daily life. 
Biblical Community (Acts 2:44-47) 
I fellowship with other Christians to accom-
plish God's purposes in my life, others' lives, 
and in the world. 
Compassion (Psalm 82:3-4) 
I seek to serve the last, the least and the lost 
in my community. 
Disciple-Making (2 Timothy 2:2) 
I multiply godly beliefs, virtues and practices 
in others to encourage their spiritual growth 
in Christ.  
Evangelism (Acts 1:8) 
I share Jesus with others through personal 
proclamation and demonstration of the   
gospel. 
Generosity (2 Corinthians 9:6-11) 
I gladly give my resources to fulfill God’s 
purposes.  
Prayer (Psalm 66:16-20) 
I pray to God to know Him, to lay my request 
before Him and to find direction for my daily 
life. 
Single-Mindedness (Matthew 6:33) 
I focus on God and His priorities for my life. 
Spiritual Gifts (Romans 12:4-6) 
I know and use my spiritual gifts to accom-
plish God's purposes. 
Worship (Psalm 95:1-7) 
I worship God for who He is and what He has 
done for me. 
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