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LIVING THE BEAUTIFUL GOSPEL  
“Leaders Who Make the Truth Visible” 

Titus 1:5-9 

 Q?  

What kind of 
person can be 

an elder?   

THIS WEEK ’S  
CORE COMPETENCY   

 
 Church  

I believe the church is 
God’s primary way to 

accomplish his purposes 
on earth today.    

   
“Instead, speaking the truth 

in love, we will grow to 
become in every respect      

the mature body of him who 
is the head, that is, 

Christ. From him the whole 
body, joined and held togeth-
er by every supporting liga-
ment, grows and builds itself 
up in love, as each part does 

its work.”     
Ephesians 4:15-16 



Read Titus 1:5-9 

5 The reason I left you in Crete was that you might put in 

order what was left unfinished and appoint elders in every 

town, as I directed you. 6 An elder must be blameless, faithful 

to his wife, a man whose children believe and are not open to 

the charge of being wild and disobedient. 7 Since an overse-

er manages God’s household, he must be blameless—not over-

bearing, not quick-tempered, not given to drunkenness, not 

violent, not pursuing dishonest gain. 8 Rather, he must be 

hospitable, one who loves what is good, who is self-

controlled, upright, holy and disciplined. 9 He must hold 

firmly to the trustworthy message as it has been taught, so 

that he can encourage others by sound doctrine and refute 

those who oppose it. 

Read another translation 

5 The reason I left you in Crete was to set in order the 

remaining matters and to appoint elders in every town, as I 

directed you. 6 An elder must be blameless, the husband of 

one wife, with faithful children who cannot be charged with 

dissipation or rebellion. 7 For the overseer must be blameless 

as one entrusted with God’s work, not arrogant, not prone to 

anger, not a drunkard, not violent, not greedy for 

gain. 8 Instead he must be hospitable, devoted to what is 

good, sensible, upright, devout, and self-controlled. 9 He 

must hold firmly to the faithful message as it has been 

taught, so that he will be able to give exhortation in such 

healthy teaching and correct those who speak against it. 

(NET) 

 

Compare 1 Timothy 3:1-7  

1 Here is a trustworthy saying: Whoever aspires to be an 

overseer desires a noble task. 2 Now the overseer is to be 

above reproach, faithful to his wife, temperate, self-controlled, 

respectable, hospitable, able to teach, 3 not given to drunken-

ness, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of 

money. 4 He must manage his own family well and see that 

his children obey him, and he must do so in a manner worthy 

of full respect. 5 (If anyone does not know how to manage his 

own family, how can he take care of God’s church?) 6 He 

must not be a recent convert, or he may become conceited and 

fall under the same judgment as the devil. 7 He must also 

have a good reputation with outsiders, so that he will not fall 

into disgrace and into the devil’s trap. 

After reading the text, practice your Observation skills 
by noting the following: 

• Circle “elder/s” in vv. 5, 6 and “overseer” in v. 7.  

• Circle “blameless” in vv. 6, 7. 

• Bracket “faithful to his wife” v. 6. 

• Bracket “whose children believe” in v. 6. 

• Bracket “manages God’s household” in v. 7. 

• Underline “not” introducing five negative require-
ments in v. 7. 

• Box “Rather” indicating contrast in v. 8. 

• Bracket each of the six positive requirements in v. 8. 

• Circle “hold firmly” in v. 9. 

• Box “as” indicating comparison in v. 9. 

• Box “so that” indicating purpose in v. 9. 

• Circle “encourage” and “refute” in v. 9. 
  

What one word would you use to describe the TONE of 
this passage? (i.e., stern, joyful, cautious, etc.) 

 

 

 

 

Try to summarize the THEME of this passage in one 

word. If you were going to describe these verses, you 

might say, “This text is about ________________.” 
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EXAMINE GOD ’S WORD  1 
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DIG DEEPER  
Answer the questions to help you apply the passage and prepare for discussion  

2  

1. Explain how individuals became “elders” in Cretan churches (Titus 1:5). 

 

       

2. Paul writes, “An elder must be blameless” (v. 6), and “an overseer . . . must be blameless” (v. 7). What do you 
infer from that? (Cf. Acts 20:17, 28.)   

 

 

3. The terms “elder” and “overseer” have different connotations. What does each term connote? 

 

 

4. If “blameless” does not mean “sinless,” what does it mean? 

 

 

5. Must a person be married and have children to serve as an elder? Explain Paul’s domestic requirements (v. 6). 

 

 

 

6. List the 5 personal “not” traits used to describe one who is “blameless” (v. 7). 

 

 

 

 

7. List the 6 positive personal traits used to describe one who is “blameless” (v. 8). 

 

 

 

 

8. Explain the comparison (“as”) in verse 9. 

 

 

9. Identify the twofold purpose behind the requirement: “He must hold firmly to the trustworthy message” (v. 9). 

 

 

 

10. Discussion: Some find in the qualifications to serve as an elder, a description of “the ideal character of all 
Christian men and women” (Liefeld, 314). Talk about what you think.  
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EXPLORE RESOURCES  3  

Commentary On The Text  
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Word Studies/Notes  

v. 6 whose children believe   Cf. “with faithful 
children” (NET); “having faithful children” (NKJV, 
HCSB); Gk. tekna echōn pista. “One view understands 



APPLY THE TEXT  4  
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CENTRAL MESSAGE OF T HIS PASSAGE            

To serve as an elder, one must be blameless with respect to their domestic life,  
personal characteristics, and devotion to correct doctrine.          

 

 

CENTRAL MESSAGE FOR YOUR LIFE  

(Rewrite the Central Message above to personally apply to your own life) 

3 LIVING QUESTIONS  
The “Living Questions” are simple questions we may ask of any text in order to apply the Bible to our life. An-
swer the questions below as personally as you can.  

1. What does this passage teach me about God? 

 

 

 

 

2. What does this passage teach me about myself? 

 

 

 

 

3. What does this passage lead me to do? 

 

 

 

 



What Does The Bible Say?  What Do You Think?  What Do You Do?  
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KidPIX COUPON  
Earn 1 KidPIX Token by completing the 
CENTRALKids Bible Study on this page 
and another token by memorizing and 
reciting the memory verse for this week. 
Questions: kids@wearecentral.org 

______ I completed my Bible Study 

______ I memorized this week’s verse 

______ I brought my Bible to church 

______ I brought a friend 

 
                  CHILD ’S NAME                  GRADE    PARENT SIGNATURE  

PARENT CONNECTION  
For the past several months, the eight men serving as our elder board have traveled through extraordinarily 

rough terrain. I imagine at the time they accepted their role of guiding and leading our church, their hearts and 
thoughts were filled with the joyful responsibility of maintaining a well-oiled machine. After the surprise and very 
sudden resignation of our lead pastor due to decades of moral failure, our elder board rose to the occasion in a spec-
tacular way. Through one of the most difficult times in our long church history, their leadership has proven to be 
exemplary. They have balanced compassion, kindness, and hope with transparent, decisive, and reliable decision 
making, all to God’s glory. Elders are called to be blameless, men who are above reproach, men who conduct them-
selves in a way in which no accusation could be brought against them. They oversee the spiritual life of our church, 
guard sound doctrine, establish policy, and are responsible for the discipline of the church membership. We appreci-
ate our elder board now more than ever! This week, talk to your kids about leadership. Ask them what make a good 
leader and what makes a bad leader. Help them identify leaders worth following in their school, soccer team, friend 
group and church. What leadership abilities do you see God developing in your kids? Tell them what you notice and 
pray that God will continue growing this in your child. Lastly, pray for our elder board as a family. In the months 
ahead, they’ll be making significant decisions for the leadership of our church. Let’s prayerfully stand beside them in 
unity 

CORE COMPETENCY: Church  
I believe God uses the people in the church to do His work. 

MEMORY VERSE: 1 Chronicles 29:11  
“Yours, Lord, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the majesty and the splendor, for everything  

in heaven and earth is yours. Yours, Lord, is the kingdom; you are exalted as head over all.”  
 

Read Titus 1:5-9.  
 
1. Why did Paul leave Titus in 
Crete? 
2. What must an elder be? 
3. What must an elder not be? 

Why is it important that leaders 
in the church be people of good 
character?  

Do you know any of the CBC 
Elders? Look them up on our 
website (wearecentral.org/
staff). Write one of them a letter 
thanking and encouraging 
them. Bring it to the KidPix for 
an extra token.  
  



Tom Bulick (M.A. in Educational 
Leadership, Eastern Michigan Uni-
versity, Th.M. in Old Testament, 
and Ph.D. in Bible Exposition, Dal-
las Theological Seminary). For 
more than forty years, Tom has 
served as pastor, faculty member, 
and administrator. Tom was Vice 
President for Student Life and 
Associate Professor of Religious 
Studies at Trinity Western Univer-
sity (Vancouver, B.C.) from 1986 to 
1998 and Spiritual Formation Pas-
tor at Central Bible Church (Fort 
Worth, TX) from 1998 to 2022. He 
and his wife Ruth have one son, 
Zach. 
 
Stephanie Thomas (B.B.A Univer-
sity of Texas at Arlington). Stepha-
nie is married to James and they 
have five children: Elijah, Levi, Bo, 
Ella and Simon. Stephanie has 
attended Central Bible Church for 
more than 20 years, has been on 
staff since 2014, and now serves as 
Children’s Minister. 
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CENTRAL BELIEFS  
  

Authority of the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 
I believe the Bible is the Word of God and has 
the right to command my belief and action. 
Church (Ephesians 4:15-16) 
I believe the church is God's primary way to 
accomplish His purposes on earth today. 
Eternity (John 14:1-4) 
I believe there is a heaven and a hell and that 
Jesus Christ is returning to judge the earth and 
to establish His eternal kingdom. 
The Holy Spirit (Romans 8:9) 
I believe the Holy Spirit convicts, calls,  
converts and changes me as a child of God. 
Humanity (John 3:16) 
I believe all people are loved by God and need 
Jesus Christ as their Savior. 
Identity in Christ (John 1:12) 
I believe I am significant because of my 
position as a child of God. 
Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:1-4) 
I believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God who 
became man, died for sinners and rose from the 
dead. 
Life Purpose (Acts 20:24) 
I believe I am a steward of God’s resources and 
have been redeemed to participate in His King-
dom purposes for His glory. 
Personal God (Psalm 121:1-2) 
I believe God is involved in and cares about my 
daily life. 
Salvation by Grace (Ephesians 2:8-9) 
I believe a person comes into a right relation-
ship with God by His grace, through faith in 
Jesus Christ. 

  

 
CENTRAL VIRTUES  

  

Love (1 John 4:10-12) 
I sacrificially and unconditionally love and 
forgive others. 
Joy (John 15:11) 
I have inner contentment and purpose in spite 
of my circumstances. 
Peace (Philippians 4:6-7) 
I am free from anxiety because things are right 
between God, myself and others. 
Patience (Proverbs 14:29) 
I take a long time to overheat and endure pa-
tiently under the unavoidable pressures of life. 
Kindness/Goodness  
I choose to do the right things in my relation-
ships with others 

OUR CORE COMPETENCIES  

Faithfulness (Proverbs 3:3-4) 
I have established a good name with God and 
with others based on my long-term loyalty to 
those relationships. 
Gentleness (Philippians 4:5) 
I am thoughtful, considerate and calm in 
dealing with others. 
Self-Control (Titus 2:11-13) 
I have the power, through Christ, to control 
myself. 
Grace (Colossians 3:13) 
I demonstrate forgiveness, mercy and gener-
osity to others, even when they have offended 
me. 
Hope (1 Peter 1:3-5) 
I have a growing anticipation of God’s prom-
ises and my secure eternity with Him. 
Humility (Philippians 2:3-4) 
I choose to esteem others above myself. 

 
 
 
CENTRAL PRACTICES  

  

Bible Study (Hebrews 4:12) 
I study the Bible to know God, the truth, and 
to find direction for my daily life. 
Biblical Community (Acts 2:44-47) 
I fellowship with other Christians to accom-
plish God's purposes in my life, others' lives, 
and in the world. 
Compassion (Psalm 82:3-4) 
I seek to serve the last, the least and the lost 
in my community. 
Disciple-Making (2 Timothy 2:2) 
I multiply godly beliefs, virtues and practices 
in others to encourage their spiritual growth 
in Christ.  
Evangelism (Acts 1:8) 
I share Jesus with others through personal 
proclamation and demonstration of the   
gospel. 
Generosity (2 Corinthians 9:6-11) 
I gladly give my resources to fulfill God’s 
purposes.  
Prayer (Psalm 66:16-20) 
I pray to God to know Him, to lay my request 
before Him and to find direction for my daily 
life. 
Single-Mindedness (Matthew 6:33) 
I focus on God and His priorities for my life. 
Spiritual Gifts (Romans 12:4-6) 
I know and use my spiritual gifts to accom-
plish God's purposes. 
Worship (Psalm 95:1-7) 
I worship God for who He is and what He has 
done for me. 
 

The Scrolls Bible Study is a spiritual 
growth resource of Central Bible 

Church, Fort Worth, Texas. 
© 2025 Central Bible Church. 

Material researched, written and 
supervised by Dr. Tom Bulick. 

All Scripture referenced from the 
New International Version unless 
otherwise noted. This resource is 

freely distributed and may be 
copied without permission.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

8001 Anderson Boulevard  
Fort Worth, Texas 76120  

817-274 -1315 
wearecentral.org  

 
 

OUR MISSION  
Making God known by making  

disciples who are changed  
by God to change their world.  

 


