
“Psalm 73” 

 

                      
I believe all people         

are loved by God and 
need Jesus Christ as their 

Savior.     
   

“For God so loved the world 
that he gave his one and only 
Son, that whoever believes in 
him shall not perish but have 

eternal life.”     
John 3:16 



Read Psalm 73:1-28 

A psalm of Asaph.   

1 Surely God is good to Israel, 
    to those who are pure in heart. 
 
2 But as for me, my feet had almost slipped; 
    I had nearly lost my foothold. 
3 For I envied the arrogant 
    when I saw the prosperity of the wicked. 
 
4 They have no struggles; 
    their bodies are healthy and strong. 
5 They are free from common human burdens; 
    they are not plagued by human ills. 
6 Therefore pride is their necklace; 
    they clothe themselves with violence. 
7 From their callous hearts comes iniquity; 
    their evil imaginations have no limits. 
8 They scoff, and speak with malice; 
    with arrogance they threaten oppression. 
9 Their mouths lay claim to heaven, 
    and their tongues take possession of the earth. 
10 Therefore their people turn to them 
    and drink up waters in abundance. 
11 They say, “How would God know? 
    Does the Most High know anything?” 
 
12 This is what the wicked are like— 
    always free of care, they go on amassing wealth. 
 
13 Surely in vain I have kept my heart pure 
    and have washed my hands in innocence. 
14 All day long I have been afflicted, 
    and every morning brings new punishments. 
 
15 If I had spoken out like that, 
    I would have betrayed your children. 
16 When I tried to understand all this, 
    it troubled me deeply 
17 till I entered the sanctuary of God; 
    then I understood their final destiny. 
 
18 Surely you place them on slippery ground; 
    you cast them down to ruin. 
19 How suddenly are they destroyed, 
    completely swept away by terrors! 
20 They are like a dream when one awakes; 
    when you arise, Lord, 
    you will despise them as fantasies. 
 
21 When my heart was grieved 
    and my spirit embittered, 
22 I was senseless and ignorant; 
    I was a brute beast before you. 

23 Yet I am always with you; 
    you hold me by my right hand. 
24 You guide me with your counsel, 
    and afterward you will take me into glory. 
25 Whom have I in heaven but you? 
    And earth has nothing I desire besides you. 
26 My flesh and my heart may fail, 
    but God is the strength of my heart 
    and my portion forever. 
 
27 Those who are far from you will perish; 
    you destroy all who are unfaithful to you. 
28 But as for me, it is good to be near God. 
    I have made the Sovereign LORD my refuge; 
    I will tell of all your deeds. 

 

After reading the text, practice your Observation skills 
by noting the following: 

• Circle “Surely” in v. 1. 

• Bracket “But as for me” in vv. 2, 28. 

• Underline “almost slipped” in v. 2. 

• Box “For” indicating reason in v. 3. 

• Circle “envied,” “arrogant,” and “wicked” in v. 3. 

• Box “Therefore” indicating result in vv. 6, 10. 

• Circle “necklace” in v. 6. 

• Circle “lay claim” in v. 9. 

• Circle “their people” in v. 10. 

• Bracket “drink up waters” in v. 10. 

• Circle “in vain” in v. 13. 

• Box “If” indicating a condition in v. 15. 

• Circle “slippery ground” v. 18. 

• Box “like” indicating comparison in v. 20. 

• Bracket “with you” in v. 23. 

• Box “But” indicating contrast in vv. 26, 28. 
 
What one word would you use to describe the TONE of 
this passage? (i.e., stern, joyful, cautious, etc.) 

 

What word or idea stands out to you in this passage? 

 

 

 

Try to summarize the THEME of this passage in one 

word. If you were going to describe these verses, you 

might say, “This text is about ________________.” 



1. Psalm 73 has two parts. Where would you divide it—between which two verses? Explain. 

 

 

2. Give a contemporary example of the psalmist’s struggle. (See vv. 2, 3.)  

 

 

3. To what extent do you agree or disagree with his description of the wicked (vv. 4-9)?  

 

 

 

4. Who are “they” and what’s the point of their rhetorical questions in verse 11?    

 

 

 

5. In what sense do you think the psalmist was “afflicted” and “punished (v. 14)?”   

 

 

 

6. Explain the comparison in verse 20, and put the point of verses 18-20 in your own words.   

 

 

 

7. The word “yet” (v. 23) indicates a soft contrast. What is being contrasted?  

 

 

 

8. Record your reflections on verse 25.      

 

 

 

9. Explain the metaphors used in verse 26. God is “the strength of my heart” and “my portion.”        

 

 

 

10. Discussion: Can you identify with what the psalmist said in verse 28? Talk about it.        



Psalm 73 opens Book 3 (Pss 73-89) of the book. On 
this section of the book of Psalms, one commentator 
writes: “A man (or men) named Asaph wrote 11 of 
the psalms in this book (Pss. 73—83; cf. Ps. 50). Other 
writers were the sons of Korah (Pss. 84—85, 87), Da-
vid (Ps. 86), Heman (Ps. 88), and Ethan (Ps. 89). Men 
named Asaph, Heman, and Ethan were musicians 
from the tribe of Levi who were contemporaries of 
David (1 Chron. 6:39, 42, 44). Most commentators 
believed that they were the writers of these 
psalms” (Thomas L. Constable, “Notes on Psalms,” 
2025 ed., 293, soniclight.com/tcon/notes/pdf/
psalms.pdf). Book 3 has been called the Psalter’s 
“dark book” (Bruce K. Waltke, An Old Testament The-
ology, 886)—perhaps because, contrary to the promise 
made to David (2Sa 7:16), seventeen of its psalms 
speak of the defeat of God’s people at the hands of 
international forces (Walter C. Kaiser, Jr., “The Mes-
sage of Book III: Psalms 73-89,” Bibliotheca Sacra 
174:694 [April-June 2017]:140). 

According to the Teacher of Ecclesiastes, life is 
filled with crooked things that can’t be made straight 
(Ecc 1:15), not the least of which is the prosperity of 
the wicked. How can God let bad people prosper and 
good people suffer? It’s a timeless question that casts 
doubt on God—a question you yourself have no 
doubt asked. If God is truly righteous, how can he 
tolerate such injustice?  

The psalmist summarizes the problem in these 
terms, “This is what the wicked are like—always free 
of care they go on amassing wealth” (Ps 73:12). From 
all appearances, “They seem more carefree (vv. 4-5), 
proud and violent (v. 6), as well as unrestrained (v. 
7). They speak proudly (vv. 8-9), lead others after 
themselves (v. 10), and act as if God does not care 
how they live (v. 11; cf. Ps. 94:7). With few cares, they 
continue to prosper (v. 12; cf. vv. 4-5). ‘[They] never 
concern themselves about God and at the same time 
get on better’” (Thomas L. Constable, “Notes on 
Psalms,” 2025 ed., 295, soniclight.com/tcon/notes/
pdf/psalms.pdf). And that being the case, the psalm-
ist laments, “Surely in vain have I kept my heart 
pure; in vain have I washed my hands in inno-
cence” (v. 13). In other words, I’ve been good for 
nothing. It pays to be wicked; righteousness isn’t 
worth the effort. Left unanswered, the problem injus-
tice robs us of our peace with God and leaves us with 
serious doubts that try our faith. The psalmist openly 
confesses, “My feet had almost slipped; I had nearly 

lost my foothold for I envied the arrogant when I 
saw the prosperity of the wicked” (vv. 2, 3). 

The psalmist readily admits that he “envied the 
arrogant,” those whose prosperity had led them to 
the conclusion that God is of no consequence. He’s 
irrelevant. One commentator writes: “The godless 
boast of their practical atheism (cf. 10:11; 14:1). They 
do not deny the existence of God but limit him in his 
knowledge and wisdom. From their perspective God 
is only concerned with religion, piety, and good 
deeds and does not punish those who by their own 
scheming and plottings take advantage of business 
and political opportunities . . . The confidence of the 
wicked enticed many who did not have strong con-
victions” (Willem A. VanGemeren, Psalms, vol. 5, The 
Expositor’s Bible Commentary, rev. ed., 562)—see verse 
10.  

It isn’t until he enters the sanctuary of God that 
the psalmist gains understanding and relief from his 
oppressive musings. Till then his thoughts plague 
him day and night, but once he sees that the wicked 
are living high on borrowed time, he regains his spir-
itual footing. Prosperity only gives the illusion of 
security. In reality, the wicked live on the brink of 
destruction. Their fortunes can turn on a dime, and 
as soon as God chooses to deal with them, they’re 
toast. “Whereas they assumed that they had chosen 
an impregnable position, God had let them choose, 
as it were, a very insecure footing. The result of this 
sooner or later was a sudden and catastrophic over-
throw . . . Because God let it happen suddenly, it was 
made all the more impressive” (H. C. Leupold, Expo-
sition of the Psalms, 529). 

Then he realizes how foolish he has been to ques-
tion God (vv. 21-22). After all, he lives in God’s pres-
ence (v. 23), enjoys his guidance (v. 24), and one day 
will be taken into glory (v. 24). God is his strength 
and his portion—all he needs (v. 25). In heaven and 
earth, God alone truly matters to him (vv. 25-26). 
After all is said and done, nothing compares to being 
near to God (v. 28).              





           

Don’t envy the wealthy wicked because they will perish along with their riches,  
but you will continue to live in God’s presence forever.       

 

 

(Rewrite the Central Message above to personally apply to your own life) 

The “Living Questions” are simple questions we may ask of any text in order to apply the Bible to our life. An-
swer the questions below as personally as you can.  

1. What does this passage teach me about God? 

 

 

 

 

2. What does this passage teach me about myself? 

 

 

 

 

3. What does this passage lead me to do? 

 

 

 

 



   

Earn 1 KidPIX Token by completing the 
CENTRALKids Bible Study on this page 
and another token by memorizing and 
reciting the memory verse for this week. 
Questions: kids@wearecentral.org 

______ I completed my Bible Study 

______ I memorized this week’s verse 

______ I brought my Bible to church 

______ I brought a friend 

 

When our kids were little, we could get away with throwing hand-me-down shoes on their feet. Honestly, 
they didn’t care, they just wanted to go play and shoes were entirely optional. But as they grew older, they be-
gan to see the difference in what they were wearing and the how the other half lived. Oh, the glittery tinsel that 
tempts and corrupts and burdens our innocents with envy. Whether it’s Lululemon or the latest Jordans, our 
kids want the best and they clearly need it to fit in with the hip crowd. Every person on the planet has been 
tempted by envy, that little voice that whispers, “God is holding out on you.” Satan actually isn’t very clever; it 
worked in the garden, and it still works today. I’ve certainly looked across the street and wondered why that 
family gets a new car every other year while I drive mine until it dies. I wonder how they can afford to go to 
Hawaii or Fiji when we have to save every last penny for a two-hour road trip down to Waco. Envy takes root 
and manifests itself in bitterness, especially when comparing our Christian walk to another’s lack thereof. It’s a 
slippery slope when we begin to allow our spiritual maturity to propel us into entitlement, as if God is required 
to bless us with riches and wealth because we woke up and read our Bible that morning. God “. . . sends rain on 
the righteous and the unrighteous” (Matthew 5:45). If envy tempts, faithfulness trusts. Let’s help our kids (and 
ourselves) learn to turn their eyes toward Jesus and remember His faithfulness. We’re praying for you!  

I am loyal to God and others, so they know they can count on me.    

“For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing  
soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.”  

 

Read Psalm 73.  
 
1. Why did Asaph’s feet almost 
slip?  
2. What are the wicked like? (v. 
12) 
3. How does Asaph describe 
God faithfulness in vv. 23-26? 

Asaph writes about the nearness 
of God. How can a person be 
near God?  
  

Play the comparison game. 
What do other families have 
that your family does not? 
What does your family have 
that others do not? How can 
you celebrate differences and 
recognize God’s blessings?  
  



Tom Bulick (M.A. in Educational 
Leadership, Eastern Michigan Uni-
versity, Th.M. in Old Testament, 
and Ph.D. in Bible Exposition, Dal-
las Theological Seminary). For 
more than forty years, Tom has 
served as pastor, faculty member, 
and administrator. Tom was Vice 
President for Student Life and 
Associate Professor of Religious 
Studies at Trinity Western Univer-
sity (Vancouver, B.C.) from 1986 to 
1998 and Spiritual Formation Pas-
tor at Central Bible Church (Fort 
Worth, TX) from 1998 to 2022. He 
and his wife Ruth have one son, 
Zach. 
 
Stephanie Thomas (B.B.A Univer-
sity of Texas at Arlington). Stepha-
nie is married to James and they 
have five children: Elijah, Levi, Bo, 
Ella and Simon. Stephanie has 
attended Central Bible Church for 
more than 20 years, has been on 
staff since 2014, and now serves as 
Children’s Minister. 

  

Authority of the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 
I believe the Bible is the Word of God and has 
the right to command my belief and action. 
Church (Ephesians 4:15-16) 
I believe the church is God's primary way to 
accomplish His purposes on earth today. 
Eternity (John 14:1-4) 
I believe there is a heaven and a hell and that 
Jesus Christ is returning to judge the earth and 
to establish His eternal kingdom. 
The Holy Spirit (Romans 8:9) 
I believe the Holy Spirit convicts, calls,  
converts and changes me as a child of God. 
Humanity (John 3:16) 
I believe all people are loved by God and need 
Jesus Christ as their Savior. 
Identity in Christ (John 1:12) 
I believe I am significant because of my 
position as a child of God. 
Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:1-4) 
I believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God who 
became man, died for sinners and rose from the 
dead. 
Life Purpose (Acts 20:24) 
I believe I am a steward of God’s resources and 
have been redeemed to participate in His King-
dom purposes for His glory. 
Personal God (Psalm 121:1-2) 
I believe God is involved in and cares about my 
daily life. 
Salvation by Grace (Ephesians 2:8-9) 
I believe a person comes into a right relation-
ship with God by His grace, through faith in 
Jesus Christ. 

  

 
  

Love (1 John 4:10-12) 
I sacrificially and unconditionally love and 
forgive others. 
Joy (John 15:11) 
I have inner contentment and purpose in spite 
of my circumstances. 
Peace (Philippians 4:6-7) 
I am free from anxiety because things are right 
between God, myself and others. 
Patience (Proverbs 14:29) 
I take a long time to overheat and endure pa-
tiently under the unavoidable pressures of life. 
Kindness/Goodness  
I choose to do the right things in my relation-
ships with others 

Faithfulness (Proverbs 3:3-4) 
I have established a good name with God and 
with others based on my long-term loyalty to 
those relationships. 
Gentleness (Philippians 4:5) 
I am thoughtful, considerate and calm in 
dealing with others. 
Self-Control (Titus 2:11-13) 
I have the power, through Christ, to control 
myself. 
Grace (Colossians 3:13) 
I demonstrate forgiveness, mercy and gener-
osity to others, even when they have offended 
me. 
Hope (1 Peter 1:3-5) 
I have a growing anticipation of God’s prom-
ises and my secure eternity with Him. 
Humility (Philippians 2:3-4) 
I choose to esteem others above myself. 

  

Bible Study (Hebrews 4:12) 
I study the Bible to know God, the truth, and 
to find direction for my daily life. 
Biblical Community (Acts 2:44-47) 
I fellowship with other Christians to accom-
plish God's purposes in my life, others' lives, 
and in the world. 
Compassion (Psalm 82:3-4) 
I seek to serve the last, the least and the lost 
in my community. 
Disciple-Making (2 Timothy 2:2) 
I multiply godly beliefs, virtues and practices 
in others to encourage their spiritual growth 
in Christ.  
Evangelism (Acts 1:8) 
I share Jesus with others through personal 
proclamation and demonstration of the   
gospel. 
Generosity (2 Corinthians 9:6-11) 
I gladly give my resources to fulfill God’s 
purposes.  
Prayer (Psalm 66:16-20) 
I pray to God to know Him, to lay my request 
before Him and to find direction for my daily 
life. 
Single-Mindedness (Matthew 6:33) 
I focus on God and His priorities for my life. 
Spiritual Gifts (Romans 12:4-6) 
I know and use my spiritual gifts to accom-
plish God's purposes. 
Worship (Psalm 95:1-7) 
I worship God for who He is and what He has 
done for me. 
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growth resource of Central Bible 

Church, Fort Worth, Texas. 
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All Scripture referenced from the 
New International Version unless 
otherwise noted. This resource is 
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