
The Bible implicitly links worship to sing-
ing praise to God. Psalm 100:2 reads, 
“Worship the LORD with gladness; come 
before him with joyful songs” (cf. 66:4). In 
fact, nine times in the Psalms, the psalmists 
call on their readers to sing the LORD’s prais-
es. Examples are easy to cite. For example, 
“Sing the praises of the LORD, you his faithful 
people; praise his holy name” (30:4), and 
“Praise the LORD. How good it is to sing  
praises to our God, how pleasant and fitting 
to praise him! (147:1)—not to mention the 
five-fold call to sing praises in Psalm 47:6-7. 
“Sing praises to God, sing praises; sing praises 
to our King, sing praises. For God is the King 
of all the earth; sing to him a psalm of praise.” 

The New Testament also associates wor-
ship with singing praise to God. Again, exam-
ples are easy to cite. For example, to the 
Ephesians, Paul writes: “Be filled with the 
Holy Spirit, singing psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs among yourselves, and mak-
ing music to the Lord in your hearts” (5:18b-
19 NLT); likewise, to the Colossians, he 
writes: “Sing psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs to God with thankful hearts” (3:16 
NLT). He even quotes Psalm 18:49 when 
writing to the Romans about Christ: 
“Remember that Christ came as a servant to 
the Jews to show that God is true to the 
promises he made to their ancestors. He also 
came so that the Gentiles might give glory to 
God for his mercies to them. That is what the 
psalmist meant when he wrote: ‘For this, I 
will praise you among the Gentiles; I will sing 
praises to your name’” (15:8-9 NLT). Last but 
not least, James writes: “Are any of you suf-
fering hardships? You should pray. Are any 
of you happy? You should sing praises”  
(5:13 NLT).   

God’s people worship him for who he is  
and what he has done for them—the same  

reasons why they sing. This observation is 
confirmed by the book of Psalms. Some 
praise psalms focus on who God is, extoling 
his attributes like his omnipotence, right-
eousness, faithfulness, etc.; others focus on 
what he has done, extoling his works of crea-
tion and of the salvation of his people. One 
writer, Sarah Morris, comments: “God’s peo-
ple have always responded with songs of 
praise whenever there has been a significant 
salvific event in the history of God’s people. 
God saves, and his people rejoice in thankful-
ness and adoration through song. This is a 
biblical-theological pattern we see all 
throughout scripture. The Lord delivers the 
Israelites from the Egyptians, and Moses, 
along with the whole nation of Israel, sings in 
response (Exodus 15). Deborah and Barak 
rejoice and sing after the defeat of Sisera 
(Judges 5). Hannah sings with thankfulness 
for the gift of Samuel (I Samuel 2), David 
breaks into song after the Lord delivers him 
from Saul (II Samuel 22), Mary sings with 
sweet joy after Gabriel’s tidings (Luke 1:46-
55), and the whole heavenly host trumpets 
into mighty song after the message of the 
birth of Christ is proclaimed to the shepherds 
(Luke 2:13-14). How much more should 
God’s people rejoice in song because of our 
salvation through Jesus! No other deliver-
ance in the history of God’s people compares 
to Jesus’s dying work on the cross, and so the 
church has reason to sing like never before. 
‘Love's redeeming work is done, Allelu-
ia!’ Samuel Bolton wisely observed, ‘The lack 
of mercy sends us to prayer; the enjoyment of 
mercy sends us to praises.’ What great mercy 
we have received; revel in song!”  
(corechristianity.com/resources/articles/
why-do-christians-sing-).     
 

“Psalm 47” 

 

                      
I worship God for who he 
is and what he has done 

for me.     
   

“Come, let us bow down in 
worship, let us kneel before 

the Lord our Maker;  for he is 
our God, and we are the 
people of his pasture, the 

flock under his care.”   
Psalm 95:6-7 



Read Psalm 47:1-9 

For the director of music. Of the Sons of Korah. A 
psalm.   

1 Clap your hands, all you nations; 
    shout to God with cries of joy. 
 
2 For the LORD Most High is awesome, 
    the great King over all the earth. 
3 He subdued nations under us, 
    peoples under our feet. 
4 He chose our inheritance for us, 
    the pride of Jacob, whom he loved. 
 
5 God has ascended amid shouts of joy, 
    the Lord amid the sounding of trumpets. 
6 Sing praises to God, sing praises; 
    sing praises to our King, sing praises. 
7 For God is the King of all the earth; 
    sing to him a psalm of praise. 
 
8 God reigns over the nations; 
    God is seated on his holy throne. 
9 The nobles of the nations assemble 
    as the people of the God of Abraham, 
for the kings of the earth belong to God; 
    he is greatly exalted. 
 
Read another translation 
 
For the music director, by the Korahites; a psalm. 

1 All you nations, clap your hands. 
Shout out to God in celebration. 
2 For the Lord Most High is awe-inspiring; 
he is the great king who rules the whole earth! 
3 He subdued nations beneath us 
and countries under our feet. 
4 He picked out for us a special land 
to be a source of pride for Jacob, whom he loves. (Selah) 
5 God has ascended his throne amid loud shouts; 
the Lord has ascended amid the blaring of ram’s horns. 
6 Sing to God! Sing! 
Sing to our king! Sing! 
7 For God is king of the whole earth. 
Sing a well-written song. 
8 God reigns over the nations. 
God sits on his holy throne. 
9 The nobles of the nations assemble, 
along with the people of the God of Abraham, 
for God has authority over the rulers of the earth. 
He is highly exalted. (NET) 

 
 

 

After reading the text, practice your Observation skills 
by noting the following: 

• Bracket “clap your hands . . . shout” in v. 1. 

• Underline “LORD Most High” in v. 2. 

• Circle “great King” in v. 2. 

• Circle “subdued” in v. 3. 

• Bracket “chose our inheritance” in v. 4. 

• Bracket “the pride of Jacob” in v. v. 4.  

• Circle “ascended” in v. 5. 

• Circle “sing praises” (4x) in v. 6, and “sing” in v. 7. 

• Circle “psalm” in v. 7. 

• Circle “God reigns” in v. 8. 

• Underline “as” in v. 9.  
 
What one word would you use to describe the TONE of 
this passage? (i.e., stern, joyful, cautious, etc.) 

 

 

 

What word or idea stands out to you in this passage? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Try to summarize the THEME of this passage in one 

word. If you were going to describe these verses, you 

might say, “This text is about ________________.” 



1. What is all the clapping and shouting (v. 1) about? Who is being celebrated and why? 

 

 

 

2. Describe what makes the LORD [Yahweh] so “awesome” and the “great King” (v. 2).  

  

 

3. To what nations is the psalmist referring (v. 3), and when did the LORD subdue them? 

 

 

 

4. Israel’s “inheritance” and “the pride of Jacob,” what is it? 

  

 

5. “God has ascended . . .” (v. 5). To what does this refer? (See note.) 

 

 

 

6. The psalmist calls on God’s people to praise their King (vv. 5-6). Explain why. 

 

 

 

7. God is enthroned and reigns over the nations (v. 8). Now or in the future? Explain. 

 

 

 

8. 

 

 

 

9. What attribute of God do you think is implied by the words, “the kings of the earth belong to God” (v. 9b)?  

 

 
 

10. Discussion:  Describe the Christian response to Psalm 47, that is, your response to it.            



Psalm 47 has been classified at an enthronement 
psalm, i.e., a psalm celebrating the kingship of the 
LORD. Its author is not identified in the superscrip-
tion. Instead, readers are told that it is “a psalm” 
written for the “Sons of Korah,” the Levitical choir 
made up of the descendants of Korah appointed by 
David to serve in the temple liturgy” (The NIV Study 
Bible, note on Ps 42 title). Since its author is unknown, 
so is the historical situation surrounding its writing. 
It has been interpreted in three somewhat different 
ways. Some interpret it historically as a song in honor 
of a recent victory over a neighboring enemy—some 
have suggested when he conquered the land and put 
his people in it (see The NET Bible, 12sn on Ps 47:5), 
others in the time of David (2Sa 8; 10), still others in 
the time of Hezekiah (2Ki 19:36; cf. 2Ch 32:21-22). 
Some interpret it eschatologically as a song celebrating 
the future establishment of the kingdom of God on 
earth. And finally, some interpret it liturgically as a 
song sung in remembrance of the ark’s relocation to 
Jerusalem (2Sa 6:12-19; cf. 1Ki 8:6-11). But these inter-
pretations are not mutually exclusive. The historical 
interpretation stresses the occasion of the psalm’s 
writing (v. 3). The eschatological interpretation empha-
sizes the reign of God as “the King of all the earth”  
(v. 7). And the liturgical interpretation focuses on the 
use of the psalm in temple worship; in later Jewish 
usage Psalm 47 was utilized as part of the New 
Year’s service. The emphasis on ascension (v.5) gave 
rise to its use on Ascension Day in Christian litur-
gy” (Willem A. VanGemeren, Psalms, vol. 5, The Ex-
positor’s Bible Commentary, 410). On the structure of 
the psalm, one commentator writes: “This psalm is a 
double hymn consisting of two introductions (verses 
1 and 6) and two main sections (verses 2-5 and 7-10). 
Its contents link it with such Psalms as 93, 96-99” (A. 
A. Anderson, Psalms 1-72, NCBC, 360). 

In the first introduction, the Gentile nations are 
called to rejoice in the God of Israel (v. 1), and in the 
first main section, the reason is given (vv. 2-5). He is 
Yahweh Elyon, “the LORD Most High,” and there is 
no other Elyon than Yahweh! He is awe-inspiring, 
meaning that he fills his defeated foes with terror and 
his people with fearful respect (see The NET Bible, 4tn 
on Ps 47:2) and is “the great King over all the 
earth” (v. 3), not just the nation Israel. The psalmist 
goes on to consider God’s mighty acts. He defeated 
nations in the past to give Israel its inheritance, 
namely, the land once belonging to the Canaanites 
that became the pride of Jacob, he continued to defeat 

nations that threatened Israel’s possession of its in-
heritance and will continue to do so until his reign 
over the nations is consummated (vv. 2-4). In verse 5, 
the psalmist pictures God ascending his throne ac-
companied by all the pomp and circumstance that is 
implied by the “sounding of trumpets.” If taken his-
torically, the time of the LORD’s ascent—he “has as-
cended”—is left ambiguous (see above; also, Thomas 
L. Constable, “Notes on Psalms,” 2025 ed., 213, soni-
clight.com/tcon/notes/pdf/psalms.pdf). If taken 
liturgically, the time of his ascent refers to the time of 
the ark’s ascent to the temple. One who interprets 
the psalm liturgically writes: “Psalm 24 also sheds 
light on this ritual. Here Yahweh’s cherubim-throne 
ascends in victory procession and enters through the 
gates. And a new name is announced for ‘Yahweh of 
hosts,’ ‘mighty in battle’: he is also ‘the King of glo-
ry’” (Craig C. Broyles, Psalms, NIBC, 214). In any 
case, the psalmist pictures the LORD as enthroned.  

In the second introduction, the Gentile nations 
are called to sing praises to “God  . . . our King,” 
whom the psalmist has identified as “the LORD Most 
High” (v. 6), and in the second main section, the rea-
son is given (vv. 7-10). According to one commenta-
tor, the repetition of “sing praises” in verse 6 
“creates a poetic effect, stressing the urgency to re-
spond . . . with earthly acclamation in celebration of 
his mighty acts and his standing as the only God 
over heaven and earth” (VanGemeren, 412). In verse 
7, the nations are to sing a “well-written psalm” (cf. 
NET) to God, because he is the “King of all the 
earth.”  

The present tense reference to God’s reign should 
probably be understood as prophetic; the present 
tense is sometimes used with this nuance. According 
to one commentator, “This expression, common to 
this type of psalm, most likely is a prophetic statement 
of future certainty. So the psalmist anticipated the sure 
rule of God in which all nobles and kings will gather 
before Him as their Sovereign. In his exalted position 
the Lord will someday reign over all the earth and 
every knee shall bow before Him (Phil. 2:9-11)”  
(Allen P. Ross, “Psalms,” in The Bible Knowledge Com-
mentary: Old Testament, 829, italics added). Verse 9 
implies that the Gentile nations will one day assem-
ble with the people of the God of Abraham under his 
rule; both will belong to him, so fulfilling the prom-
ise made to the patriarch (Ge 12:3). 



 



           

Sing praises to the LORD, Yahweh the Most High, who rules over all the earth.       

 

 

(Rewrite the Central Message above to personally apply to your own life) 

The “Living Questions” are simple questions we may ask of any text in order to apply the Bible to our life. An-
swer the questions below as personally as you can.  

1. What does this passage teach me about God? 

 

 

 

 

2. What does this passage teach me about myself? 

 

 

 

 

3. What does this passage lead me to do? 

 

 

 

 



   

Earn 1 KidPIX Token by completing the 
CENTRALKids Bible Study on this page 
and another token by memorizing and 
reciting the memory verse for this week. 
Questions: kids@wearecentral.org 

______ I completed my Bible Study 

______ I memorized this week’s verse 

______ I brought my Bible to church 

______ I brought a friend 

 

When my kids were young, I had big dreams! Because each of them showed a proclivity for music on some 
level, I hoped they would form a worship band. Their job was to turn clothes outside in when we were folding 
laundry, and because it reflects the way God changes us so dramatically, I wanted the band name to be “The 
Outside Inners.” While this never came to fruition, I can say that each one of my children has a personal rela-
tionship with the Lord and worships Him in a unique and special way that reflects how He created them. Wor-
ship doesn’t always mean singing or playing instruments. Scripture reading and memorization tell God He is 
worth our time and attention. It’s fun to have kids run up to tell me their memory verse with such excitement 
each Sunday! We see expressions of worship when we marvel at God’s creation. I’m a beekeeper, and every 
time I open a hive or talk about bees, I’m overwhelmed at the tiny details that prove God to be creative, detail-
oriented and nothing short of amazing. Both serving and demonstrating leadership are true reflections of God’s 
character that bring Him glory and show our high view of how God owns our time. Prayer is a very personal 
avenue to communicate reverence, thanksgiving and the deepest desires of our heart. We acknowledge God is 
all powerful, all good, all knowing and all loving. What does worship look like in your family? Don’t stop short 
at singing. Find ways to marvel at the Lord Almighty and draw close to Him. We’re praying for you! 

I celebrate God for who He is and what He has done for me.   

“Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time  
we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.”  

 

Read Psalm 47.  
 
1. What does verse 1 tell all na-
tions to do? 
2. What repeated word do you 
see in verses 6 and 7, and how 
many times is it listed? 
3. Why should we praise God? 
(Look for the word “for.”)  

Why is God worthy of worship? 
  

Have a family worship night. 
Have each person in your fami-
ly pick a song for the playlist 
and worship God together. Go 
for a walk and marvel at the 
created world. Pray or serve 
together.  
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Authority of the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 
I believe the Bible is the Word of God and has 
the right to command my belief and action. 
Church (Ephesians 4:15-16) 
I believe the church is God's primary way to 
accomplish His purposes on earth today. 
Eternity (John 14:1-4) 
I believe there is a heaven and a hell and that 
Jesus Christ is returning to judge the earth and 
to establish His eternal kingdom. 
The Holy Spirit (Romans 8:9) 
I believe the Holy Spirit convicts, calls,  
converts and changes me as a child of God. 
Humanity (John 3:16) 
I believe all people are loved by God and need 
Jesus Christ as their Savior. 
Identity in Christ (John 1:12) 
I believe I am significant because of my 
position as a child of God. 
Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:1-4) 
I believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God who 
became man, died for sinners and rose from the 
dead. 
Life Purpose (Acts 20:24) 
I believe I am a steward of God’s resources and 
have been redeemed to participate in His King-
dom purposes for His glory. 
Personal God (Psalm 121:1-2) 
I believe God is involved in and cares about my 
daily life. 
Salvation by Grace (Ephesians 2:8-9) 
I believe a person comes into a right relation-
ship with God by His grace, through faith in 
Jesus Christ. 

  

 
  

Love (1 John 4:10-12) 
I sacrificially and unconditionally love and 
forgive others. 
Joy (John 15:11) 
I have inner contentment and purpose in spite 
of my circumstances. 
Peace (Philippians 4:6-7) 
I am free from anxiety because things are right 
between God, myself and others. 
Patience (Proverbs 14:29) 
I take a long time to overheat and endure pa-
tiently under the unavoidable pressures of life. 
Kindness/Goodness  
I choose to do the right things in my relation-
ships with others 

Faithfulness (Proverbs 3:3-4) 
I have established a good name with God and 
with others based on my long-term loyalty to 
those relationships. 
Gentleness (Philippians 4:5) 
I am thoughtful, considerate and calm in 
dealing with others. 
Self-Control (Titus 2:11-13) 
I have the power, through Christ, to control 
myself. 
Grace (Colossians 3:13) 
I demonstrate forgiveness, mercy and gener-
osity to others, even when they have offended 
me. 
Hope (1 Peter 1:3-5) 
I have a growing anticipation of God’s prom-
ises and my secure eternity with Him. 
Humility (Philippians 2:3-4) 
I choose to esteem others above myself. 

  

Bible Study (Hebrews 4:12) 
I study the Bible to know God, the truth, and 
to find direction for my daily life. 
Biblical Community (Acts 2:44-47) 
I fellowship with other Christians to accom-
plish God's purposes in my life, others' lives, 
and in the world. 
Compassion (Psalm 82:3-4) 
I seek to serve the last, the least and the lost 
in my community. 
Disciple-Making (2 Timothy 2:2) 
I multiply godly beliefs, virtues and practices 
in others to encourage their spiritual growth 
in Christ.  
Evangelism (Acts 1:8) 
I share Jesus with others through personal 
proclamation and demonstration of the   
gospel. 
Generosity (2 Corinthians 9:6-11) 
I gladly give my resources to fulfill God’s 
purposes.  
Prayer (Psalm 66:16-20) 
I pray to God to know Him, to lay my request 
before Him and to find direction for my daily 
life. 
Single-Mindedness (Matthew 6:33) 
I focus on God and His priorities for my life. 
Spiritual Gifts (Romans 12:4-6) 
I know and use my spiritual gifts to accom-
plish God's purposes. 
Worship (Psalm 95:1-7) 
I worship God for who He is and what He has 
done for me. 
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