
“Wake Up Call” 
Haggai 1:1-11 

                      
I focus on God and his 
priorities for my life. 

   
“’But seek first his king-

dom and his righteousness, 
and all these things will be 

given to you as well.’”  
Matthew 6:33



Read Haggai 1:1-11 

1In the second year of King Darius, on the first day of 

the sixth month, the word of the LORD came through the 

prophet Haggai to Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor of 

Judah, and to Joshua son of Jozadak, the high priest: 

2 This is what the LORD Almighty says: “These peo-

ple say, ‘The time has not yet come to rebuild the LORD’s 

house.’” 

3 Then the word of the LORD came through the prophet 

Haggai: 4 “Is it a time for you yourselves to be living in 

your paneled houses, while this house remains a ruin?” 

5 Now this is what the LORD Almighty says: “Give 

careful thought to your ways. 6 You have planted much, 

but harvested little. You eat, but never have enough. You 

drink, but never have your fill. You put on clothes, but are 

not warm. You earn wages, only to put them in a purse 

with holes in it.” 

7 This is what the LORD Almighty says: “Give careful 

thought to your ways. 8 Go up into the mountains and 

bring down timber and build my house, so that I may take 

pleasure in it and be honored,” says the LORD. 9 “You 

expected much, but see, it turned out to be little. What you 

brought home, I blew away. Why?” declares the LORD 

Almighty. “Because of my house, which remains a ru-

in, while each of you is busy with your own house. 

10 Therefore, because of you the heavens have with-

held their dew and the earth its crops. 11 I called for a 

drought on the fields and the mountains, on the grain, the 

new wine, the olive oil and everything else the ground 

produces, on people and livestock, and on all the labor of 

your hands.” 

After reading the text, practice your Observation skills 
by noting the following: 

• Circle “King Darius” in v. 1. 

• Underline “the high priest” in v. 1. 

• Circle the names of the prophet and the two Jew-
ish leaders mentioned in v. 1.  

• Underline the chronological references “second 
year,” “first day,” “sixth month” in v. 1.  

• Bracket the repeated statement “this is what the 
LORD Almighty says” and the repeated statement 
“give careful thought to your ways” in vv. 2, 5, 7. 

• Highlight what “these people say” in v. 2. 

• Circle “paneled houses” in v. 3 and “your own 
house” in v. 9.   

• Circle “this house” in v. 4 and “my house” in vv. 
8, 9. 

• Box the word “but” indicating contrast through-
out.  

• Box the words “so that” indicating purpose in v. 
8. 

• Box the word “because” indicating reason in vv. 
9, 10. 

• Box “therefore” indicating result in v. 10. 
 

What one word would you use to describe the TONE of 
this passage? (i.e., stern, joyful, cautious, etc.) 

 

 

What word or idea stands out to you in this passage? 

 

 

 

 

 

Try to summarize the THEME of this passage in one 

word. If you were going to describe these verses, you 

might say, “This text is about ________________.” 



1. The word of the LORD came through Haggai to Zerubbabel and Joshua. How come?  

 

 

2. What do you infer, if anything, from the fact that the LORD called the returnees “these people” in verse 2?  

 

 

3. Put the excuse “these people” offered for not rebuilding the temple in your own words.     

 

 

 

4. State the point of the rhetorical question in verse 4—i.e., its meaning—in a declarative sentence.       

 

 

 

5. Twice the LORD told the people, “Give careful thought to your ways” (vv. 5, 7). Why? 

 

 

6. Explain the use of contrast (cf. “but” and “only”) in verse 6.  

 

 

 

7. Identify the twofold purpose (cf. “so that”) behind rebuilding the temple (v. 8).      

 

 

 

8. According to verse 9, what did the LORD do and why?         

 

 

 

9. Misplaced priorities had consequences for the returnees. Summarize them.     

 

 

 

10. Discussion: Do you think God “blows away” his people’s stuff now when they’re disobedient to him like he 
did then? Talk about it.     



You can’t understand Haggai 1:1-11 fully apart 
from its historical background, a great summary of 
which is found in The NIV Study Bible. “In 538 B.C. 
the conqueror of Babylon, Cyrus king of Persia, is-
sued a decree allowing the Jews to return to Jerusa-
lem and rebuild the temple (see Ezr 1:2-4; 6:3-5). Led 
by Zerubbabel, about 50,000 Jews journeyed home 
and began work on the temple. About two years later 
(536) they completed the foundation amid great re-
joicing (Ezr 3:8-10). Their success aroused the Samari-
tans and other neighbors who feared the political and 
religious implications of a rebuilt temple in a thriving 
Jewish state. They therefore opposed the project vig-
orously and managed to halt work until Darius the 
Great became king of Persia in 522 B.C. (Ezr 4:1-5, 
24)” (1400). On August 29, 520 B.C. in the second full 
year of his rule, after about sixteen years of inactivity, 
the word of the LORD came through the prophet Hag-
gai to the two leaders of the Jewish community to 
rouse them and the people to resume their work. 

And what did the LORD have to say to his people? 
“Go up into the mountains and bring down timber 
and build the house, so that I may take pleasure in it 
and be honored” (v. 8). For sixteen years they had 
been saying, “The time has not yet come for the 
LORD’s house to be built” (v. 2). “Now’s not the time 
to build the LORD’s house.” One commentator ex-
plains: “In Old Testament thought, the house was not 
desired for itself, as a sort of lucky charm (see Jer. 
7:4), nor is there any suggestion that without the 
house any rituals performed must be defective 
(Petersen, Haggai, pp. 79-85). The house was the out-
ward form of the real presence of the Lord among his 
people. To refuse to build the house was at best say-
ing that it did not matter whether the Lord was pre-
sent with them. At worst it was presuming on divine 
grace, that the Lord would live with his people even 
though they willfully refused to fulfill the condition 
of his indwelling that he had laid down” (Thomas E. 
McComiskey, The Minor Prophets, 974).  

But the LORD debunked that excuse by noting that 
the time had come for them to build their paneled 
houses—read their luxurious houses—why not his 
house? This is not to say that everyone lived in a 
“paneled house,” but some clearly did, and in any 
case, everyone became preoccupied with “his own 
house” (v. 9)—read his own life—and was content to 
leave the LORD’s house in ruins. And the longer they 
did the more demanding and difficult their lives be-
came, and the more convinced they became, now’s 

not a good time to rebuild the temple. One commen-
tator describes their situation in terms easy for 
moderns to understand. “This was the problem: they 
had goods, but the good life eluded them; they were 
not hungry, but neither were they satisfied; they 
were dressed, but they were not comfortable. Ac-
cording to the last phrase of 1:6, inflation was high. 
One can almost hear them say, ‘Money goes no-
where,’ or, ‘You wouldn’t believe what I had to pay 
for this!’ As Haggai put it, ‘You would think there 
was a hole in my purse.’ It was not that they had no 
money; it was that the money did not go 
far” (McComiskey, 977).  

They needed to stop and take a close look at 
themselves and their situation. Twice in this passage 
the LORD told them, “Give careful thought to your 
ways” (v. 5, 7) because once they did, they would 
recognize that their hardships amounted to the 
LORD’s discipline for their disobedience à la Deuter-
onomy 28. The section on curses for disobedience to 
the covenant of Moses opens with these words:  

“However, if you do not obey the LORD your God 
and do not carefully follow all his commands and 
decrees I am giving you today, all these curses will 
come on you and overtake you:  

“You will be cursed in the city and cursed in the 
country. Your basket and your kneading trough will 
be cursed. The fruit of your womb will be cursed, 
and the crops of your land, and the calves of your 
herds and the lambs of you flocks. You will be curs-
ed when you come in and cursed when you go 
out” (vv. 15-19). 

God had sent drought that devastated their three 
major crops—grain, grapes, and olives—with a view 
to them mending their ways. Theirs is an example of 
how life’s urgent things can and often do take priori-
ty over life’s more important things. 

Fortunately, Christians are not party to the cove-
nant of Moses. In other words, Christians are not 
under the law, so obedience to it is not a priority for 
them, and the promise of blessings for obedience and 
curses for disobedience does not apply to them. Nev-
ertheless, believers are obligated to obey the law of 
Christ, which entails focusing on him and his priori-
ties for their lives—something which will also bring 
blessings.    





           

Rather than become a spiritual victim of your misplaced priorities,  

focus on the Lord and his will for your life. 
 

 

(Rewrite the Central Message above to personally apply to your own life) 

The “Living Questions” are simple questions we may ask of any text in order to apply the Bible to our life. An-
swer the questions below as personally as you can.  

1. What does this passage teach me about God? 

 

 

 

 

2. What does this passage teach me about myself? 

 

 

 

 

3. What does this passage lead me to do? 

 

 

 

 



   

Earn 1 KidPIX Token by completing the 
CENTRALKids Bible Study on this page 
and another token by memorizing and 
reciting the memory verse for this week. 
Questions: kids@wearecentral.org 

______ I completed my Bible Study 

______ I memorized this week’s verse 

______ I brought my Bible to church 

______ I brought a friend 

 

We all have 742 things to do and everything must be done today. Our list is long and arduous and oftentimes 
causes stress and anxiety. We need to do the work stuff because we’ve got to put food on the table and pay the 
ever-increasing electricity bill. We need to do the home stuff because if we don’t our mess of a house will im-
plode around us. We need to do the carpooling and running around because education is important and if kids 
don’t participate in all the activities they’ll get involved with the wrong crowd and do drugs and go to prison. 
We need to do the working out and eating right to keep healthy, though we barely have time to drive through 
Chick-fil-A on our way to the next event. We fall into bed exhausted at the end of the day with our mind already 
churning and playing out the list for tomorrow. We’re on the hamster wheel of life, and somewhere along the 
way we’ve forgotten the most important thing—living for God. We’ve forgotten do our job with excellence and 
work to God’s glory. We’ve been too embarrassed about our home to show hospitality. We’ve traded God’s glo-
rious natural foods for drive-through burgers and wads of chicken. We’ve been so busy schlepping our kids 
around we’ve taken our hands off the wheel of discipleship. Get off the hamster wheel and get on your knees. 
Prayerfully ask God what He thinks is important for your life. Pause and listen, read His word and pursue that 
which brings glory to the Kingdom. We’re praying for you! 

I pay attention to what God thinks is important for my life.      

 

“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am 
gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”  

Read Haggai 1:1-11 

1. What did the people say about 
rebuilding the Lord’s house?  
2. What did the Lord command 
His people to do? 
3. Why did the Lord want the 
temple to be rebuilt? 

Why were the people focused 
on rebuilding their own house 
and not the Lord’s temple? 

On a piece of paper draw a line 
down the middle from top to 
bottom. On one side, list things 
that distract you from God. On 
the other, list things that will 
help you focus on God. Practice 
the things that bring you closer 
to God this week.  



Tom Bulick (M.A. in Educational 
Leadership, Eastern Michigan Uni-
versity, Th.M. in Old Testament, 
and Ph.D. in Bible Exposition, Dal-
las Theological Seminary). For 
more than forty years, Tom has 
served as pastor, faculty member, 
and administrator. Tom was Vice 
President for Student Life and 
Associate Professor of Religious 
Studies at Trinity Western Univer-
sity (Vancouver, B.C.) from 1986 to 
1998 and Spiritual Formation Pas-
tor at Central Bible Church (Fort 
Worth, TX) from 1998 to 2022. He 
and his wife Ruth have one son, 
Zach. 
 
Stephanie Thomas (B.B.A Univer-
sity of Texas at Arlington). Stepha-
nie is married to James and they 
have five children: Elijah, Levi, Bo, 
Ella and Simon. Stephanie has 
attended Central Bible Church for 
more than 20 years, has been on 
staff since 2014, and now serves as 
Children’s Minister. 

  

Authority of the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 
I believe the Bible is the Word of God and has 
the right to command my belief and action. 
Church (Ephesians 4:15-16) 
I believe the church is God's primary way to 
accomplish His purposes on earth today. 
Eternity (John 14:1-4) 
I believe there is a heaven and a hell and that 
Jesus Christ is returning to judge the earth and 
to establish His eternal kingdom. 
The Holy Spirit (Romans 8:9) 
I believe the Holy Spirit convicts, calls,  
converts and changes me as a child of God. 
Humanity (John 3:16) 
I believe all people are loved by God and need 
Jesus Christ as their Savior. 
Identity in Christ (John 1:12) 
I believe I am significant because of my 
position as a child of God. 
Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:1-4) 
I believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God who 
became man, died for sinners and rose from the 
dead. 
Life Purpose (Acts 20:24) 
I believe I am a steward of God’s resources and 
have been redeemed to participate in His King-
dom purposes for His glory. 
Personal God (Psalm 121:1-2) 
I believe God is involved in and cares about my 
daily life. 
Salvation by Grace (Ephesians 2:8-9) 
I believe a person comes into a right relation-
ship with God by His grace, through faith in 
Jesus Christ. 

  

 
  

Love (1 John 4:10-12) 
I sacrificially and unconditionally love and 
forgive others. 
Joy (John 15:11) 
I have inner contentment and purpose in spite 
of my circumstances. 
Peace (Philippians 4:6-7) 
I am free from anxiety because things are right 
between God, myself and others. 
Patience (Proverbs 14:29) 
I take a long time to overheat and endure pa-
tiently under the unavoidable pressures of life. 
Kindness/Goodness  
I choose to do the right things in my relation-
ships with others 

Faithfulness (Proverbs 3:3-4) 
I have established a good name with God and 
with others based on my long-term loyalty to 
those relationships. 
Gentleness (Philippians 4:5) 
I am thoughtful, considerate and calm in 
dealing with others. 
Self-Control (Titus 2:11-13) 
I have the power, through Christ, to control 
myself. 
Grace (Colossians 3:13) 
I demonstrate forgiveness, mercy and gener-
osity to others, even when they have offended 
me. 
Hope (1 Peter 1:3-5) 
I have a growing anticipation of God’s prom-
ises and my secure eternity with Him. 
Humility (Philippians 2:3-4) 
I choose to esteem others above myself. 

  

Bible Study (Hebrews 4:12) 
I study the Bible to know God, the truth, and 
to find direction for my daily life. 
Biblical Community (Acts 2:44-47) 
I fellowship with other Christians to accom-
plish God's purposes in my life, others' lives, 
and in the world. 
Compassion (Psalm 82:3-4) 
I seek to serve the last, the least and the lost 
in my community. 
Disciple-Making (2 Timothy 2:2) 
I multiply godly beliefs, virtues and practices 
in others to encourage their spiritual growth 
in Christ.  
Evangelism (Acts 1:8) 
I share Jesus with others through personal 
proclamation and demonstration of the   
gospel. 
Generosity (2 Corinthians 9:6-11) 
I gladly give my resources to fulfill God’s 
purposes.  
Prayer (Psalm 66:16-20) 
I pray to God to know Him, to lay my request 
before Him and to find direction for my daily 
life. 
Single-Mindedness (Matthew 6:33) 
I focus on God and His priorities for my life. 
Spiritual Gifts (Romans 12:4-6) 
I know and use my spiritual gifts to accom-
plish God's purposes. 
Worship (Psalm 95:1-7) 
I worship God for who He is and what He has 
done for me. 
 

The Scrolls Bible Study is a spiritual 
growth resource of Central Bible 

Church, Fort Worth, Texas. 
© 2024 Central Bible Church. 

Material researched, written and 
supervised by Dr. Tom Bulick. 

All Scripture referenced from the 
New International Version unless 
otherwise noted. This resource is 

freely distributed and may be 
copied without permission.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


