
“The Hills Rejoice” 
Isaiah 55:6-13 

                      
I have inner contentment 

and purpose in spite of my 
circumstances. 

   
“‘I have told you this so that 

my joy may be in you and 
that your joy may be      

complete.’”  



Read Isaiah 55:6-13 

6Seek the LORD while he may be found; 

    call on him while he is near. 

7 Let the wicked forsake their ways 

    and the unrighteous their thoughts. 

Let them turn to the LORD, and he will have mercy on 

them, 

    and to our God, for he will freely pardon. 

 

8 “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 

    neither are your ways my ways,” 

declares the LORD. 

9 “As the heavens are higher than the earth, 

    so are my ways higher than your ways 

    and my thoughts than your thoughts. 

10 As the rain and the snow 

    come down from heaven, 

and do not return to it 

    without watering the earth 

and making it bud and flourish, 

    so that it yields seed for the sower 

 and bread for the eater, 

11 so is my word that goes out from my mouth: 

    It will not return to me empty, 

but will accomplish what I desire 

    and achieve the purpose for which I sent it. 

12 You will go out in joy 

    and be led forth in peace; 

the mountains and hills 

    will burst into song before you, 

and all the trees of the field 

    will clap their hands. 

13 Instead of the thornbush will grow the juniper, 

    and instead of briers the myrtle will grow. 

This will be for the LORD’s renown, 

    for an everlasting sign, 

    that will endure forever.” 

After reading the text, practice your Observation skills 
by noting the following: 

• Underline “seek” and “call” and double underline 
“found” and “near” in v. 6.  

• Underline “wicked” and “unrighteous” and double 
underline “ways” and “thoughts” in v. 7a. 

• Underline “to the Lord” and “to our God” and dou-
ble underline “have mercy” and “freely pardon” in 
v. 7b. 

• Circle “forsake” and “turn” in v. 7. 

• Box “for” indicating reason in v. 8.  

• Box “as” in vv. 9, 10 and “so” in vv. 9, 11 indicating 
comparison.  

• Circle “higher” in v. 9. 

• Circle “my word” in v. 11. 

• Box “but” indicating contrast in v. 11. 

• Circle “You” in v. 12.  

• Bracket “burst into song” and “clap their hands” in 
v. 12. 

• Box “instead” indicating contrast in v. 13. 

What one word would you use to describe the TONE of 
this passage? (i.e., stern, joyful, cautious, etc.) 

 

 

 

What word or idea stands out to you in this passage? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Try to summarize the THEME of this passage in one 

word. If you were going to describe these verses, you 

might say, “This text is about ________________.” 



1. Describe the type of poetic parallelism found in verses 6-7.  

 

 

2. Describe the breadth of the invitation to receive “mercy” and “pardon” in verse 7. In other words, to whom 
does it extend? 

  

 

3. Seeking and calling in verse 6 are defined by two parallel verbs in verse 7. Identify them.  

 

 

 

4. God’s “thoughts” and “ways” are not humanity’s “thoughts” and “ways.” How so? 

 

 

 

5. God’s “ways” and “thoughts” are “higher.” How much higher? 

 

 

 

6. Explain the comparison in verses 10-11 (cf. “as” . . . “so”). (What is being compared to what, and how are the two 
alike?) 

 

 

7. Explain the significance of verse 11 for verse 7.  

 

 

8. “You will go out in joy and be led forth in peace” (v. 12a). To what is the prophet referring?  

 

 

 

9. Nature will rejoice in future changes to it (vv. 12b-13). When will they occur?  

 

 

 

10. Discussion:  What makes you think that the Lord—in the words of the prophet—can be found now and is 
near now? 





vv. 6-7 seek, call . . .  Verses 6-7 contain 
clear examples of synonymous parallelism, a literary de-
vice that expresses the same idea in parallel lines of po-
etry through the use of synonyms, i.e., “seek”//”call,” 
“may be found”//”is near,” “their ways”//”their 
thoughts,” “to the LORD”//”to our God,” “have mer-
cy”//”freely pardon” in these verses.  

v. 6 seek, call on   “There is no rea-
son to restrict this invitation to one particular period in 
Jewish history nor to the Jews generally; rather, it 
would seem in the light of the fact that the Gentiles are 
to be included in the household of faith (vv. 4, 5), that 
the invitation is universal, addressed to all who are 
wicked and men of iniquity. Seek is not to be restricted 
to sacrifice nor even to prayer, nor to a combination of 
both. The basic meaning is ‘to tread,’ and the action of 
seeking is probably the stepping to God, or simply the 
coming to Him” (Edward J. Young, The Book of Isaiah, 
NICOT, vol. 3, 380, italics added); cf. “turn to the 
LORD” (v. 7). “Seeking and calling on the LORD repre-
sent reaching out to Him in faith (cf. Acts 2:21; 15:17; 
17:27; 22:16; Rom. 3:11; 10:14; 2 Tim. 2:22)” (Thomas L. 
Constable, “Notes on Isaiah,” 2024 ed., 398, plano-
biblechapel.org/tcon/notes/pdf/isaiah.pdf). 

v. 6 found, near  Cf. 2Co 6:2. “The 
time to seek and call is now, while God is available and 
near . . . These two limitations on God’s availability ar-
gue that one should not let the opportunity to seek God 
and repent pass by without taking advantage of God’s 
invitation because it soon may be too late and his judg-
ment may come (cf. Ps 32:6)” (Gary V. Smith, Isaiah 40-
66, NAC, 508). 

v. 7 wicked, unrighteous  I.e., any sinner. 
“Wicked (7) and evil [unrighteous] are broad, non-specific 
words. If any difference is to be found, the former 
points more to character and the latter to the ill effects 
of sin” (J. Alec Motyer, Isaiah, TOTC, 345). 

v. 7 forsake, turn to  The two syno-
nyms have similar traits—to forsake is to turn to and to 
turn to is to forsake in this context. And forsaking and 
turning to are entailed in seeking and calling. 
“Repentance is not something a person must do before 
God will accept him or her. It is simply a description of 
what seeking the LORD looks like. In other words, clean-
ing up one's life is not a precondition for acceptance by 
God. The person who genuinely seeks the LORD and 
calls on His name has come to grips with his or her sin 
and is willing to turn it over to the LORD. After all, an 
unsaved person cannot forsake sin—or even desire to 
do so—without the LORD's help” (Constable, 399). 

v. 9 higher  “The contextual 
reference to God’s compassion and forgiveness of sins in 
55:6-7 indicates that the divine plan of redemption is the 
supreme example of God’s higher thoughts and ways. 
Some people have a hard time being compassionate to-
ward good people, and most find it hard to be merciful 
to extremely wicked people. Most people have difficulty 
truly forgiving those who wrong them, but God is will-
ing to love the most unlovely and ungodly, even forgive 
those who do unforgivable evil against others and blas-
pheme the name of God. In fact, he planned to cause the 
suffering of Servant to die so that many sinful people 
might live” (Smith, 510). 

v. 11 my word  I.e., the revelation 
of his thoughts and ways. “The word originates in the 
mind of God, goes out from His mouth, and comes to 
man either in spoken or written form through the di-
vinely appointed media of revelation. There is no magi-
cal power in this word, nor is it charged with a power 
akin to mana. The reason why it unfailingly accomplish-
es the purpose for which it is sent forth is that it is di-
vine . . . The word is God’s; it belongs to Him, and for 
this reason fulfills its task” (Young, 384). “What God has 
said about the certainty of pardon being available is ab-
solutely dependable. But even more than that, all that 
God has said is reliable, whether it is about himself and 
his love, or about the nature of reality and the foolish-
ness of idolatry, or about the human predicament and 
the necessity of repentance” (John N. Oswalt, The Book of 
Isaiah 40-66, NICOT, 445).    

v. 12 You  I.e., those who 
accept the prophet’s invitation to seek the LORD (v. 6).  

v. 12 burst, clap      Examples of per-
sonification—"mountains and hills” are to sing and 
“trees” are to clap their hands with joy at the transfor-
mations in nature to take place in the kingdom age. 
“While this description is obviously figurative—hills do 
not shout for joy, and trees do not clap their hands liter-
ally—it represents a real change in nature, not just the 
joy that will pervade all creation. This is a description of 
millennial conditions on the earth after Jesus Christ re-
turns to the earth to rule and reign (cf. 35:1-2; 41:18-19; 
44:3)” (Constable, 401). 



           

Come to the LORD to receive forgiveness and to experience joy,  
knowing you have a place in his kingdom. 

 

 

(Rewrite the Central Message above to personally apply to your own life) 

The “Living Questions” are simple questions we may ask of any text in order to apply the Bible to our life. An-
swer the questions below as personally as you can.  

1. What does this passage teach me about God? 

 

 

 

 

2. What does this passage teach me about myself? 

 

 

 

 

3. What does this passage lead me to do? 

 

 

 

 



   

Earn 1 KidPIX Token by completing the 
CENTRALKids Bible Study on this page 
and another token by memorizing and 
reciting the memory verse for this week. 
Questions: kids@wearecentral.org 

______ I completed my Bible Study 

______ I memorized this week’s verse 

______ I brought my Bible to church 

______ I brought a friend 

 

Baptism is a celebration! Think about it—there are zero people who are ambivalent the day they’re baptized. 
Every Sunday that I have the privilege of bringing a child in front of the congregation to share their intent to be 
baptized, they are bubbling over with excitement. They can hardly sit still in their chair and are typically grin-
ning from ear to ear from the moment they arrive at church. At the same time, they feel the nervousness of 
standing on a large platform with bright lights shining in their face. They know that hundreds of people will be 
watching their every move and listening to their confession of faith. That’s enough to make you break out in a 
cold sweat! Recently, one child got through the entire baptism ceremony with a smile on her face. She walked 
into the bathroom to change out of her wet clothes and promptly throw up. (Yep, I get you! That’s about how I 
feel every time I’m on the platform.) When kids come in Sunday morning to practice being in front of the con-
gregation, I get to share with them how special baptism is and how excited everyone is to celebrate with them. 
When you cheer and clap for these kids and their decision to be baptized, I know they feel it deep in their hearts. 
Have you ever been baptized? If you’ve never made the decision to step out in obedience to Jesus’ command by 
getting baptized, please consider doing so this Sunday. Email baptism@wearecentral.org and we’ll walk you 
through the process. Sundays are for celebrating, and there’s no better celebration than life change! 

I am happy on the inside no matter what’s happening on the outside.     

 

“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am 
gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”  

Read Isaiah 55:6-13 

1. What will God have for those 
that turn to Him?  
2. What does the Bible say about 
God’s thoughts and ways? 
3. What will God’s word accom-
plish? 

How does baptism bring glory 
to God? 

Go on a family walk this week. 
Watch the trees or a sunset and 
see how God is glorified! Draw 
a picture of what you’ve wit-
nessed. What other things glori-
fy God? 
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Authority of the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 
I believe the Bible is the Word of God and has 
the right to command my belief and action. 
Church (Ephesians 4:15-16) 
I believe the church is God's primary way to 
accomplish His purposes on earth today. 
Eternity (John 14:1-4) 
I believe there is a heaven and a hell and that 
Jesus Christ is returning to judge the earth and 
to establish His eternal kingdom. 
The Holy Spirit (Romans 8:9) 
I believe the Holy Spirit convicts, calls,  
converts and changes me as a child of God. 
Humanity (John 3:16) 
I believe all people are loved by God and need 
Jesus Christ as their Savior. 
Identity in Christ (John 1:12) 
I believe I am significant because of my 
position as a child of God. 
Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:1-4) 
I believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God who 
became man, died for sinners and rose from the 
dead. 
Life Purpose (Acts 20:24) 
I believe I am a steward of God’s resources and 
have been redeemed to participate in His King-
dom purposes for His glory. 
Personal God (Psalm 121:1-2) 
I believe God is involved in and cares about my 
daily life. 
Salvation by Grace (Ephesians 2:8-9) 
I believe a person comes into a right relation-
ship with God by His grace, through faith in 
Jesus Christ. 

  

 
  

Love (1 John 4:10-12) 
I sacrificially and unconditionally love and 
forgive others. 
Joy (John 15:11) 
I have inner contentment and purpose in spite 
of my circumstances. 
Peace (Philippians 4:6-7) 
I am free from anxiety because things are right 
between God, myself and others. 
Patience (Proverbs 14:29) 
I take a long time to overheat and endure pa-
tiently under the unavoidable pressures of life. 
Kindness/Goodness  
I choose to do the right things in my relation-
ships with others 

Faithfulness (Proverbs 3:3-4) 
I have established a good name with God and 
with others based on my long-term loyalty to 
those relationships. 
Gentleness (Philippians 4:5) 
I am thoughtful, considerate and calm in 
dealing with others. 
Self-Control (Titus 2:11-13) 
I have the power, through Christ, to control 
myself. 
Grace (Colossians 3:13) 
I demonstrate forgiveness, mercy and gener-
osity to others, even when they have offended 
me. 
Hope (1 Peter 1:3-5) 
I have a growing anticipation of God’s prom-
ises and my secure eternity with Him. 
Humility (Philippians 2:3-4) 
I choose to esteem others above myself. 

  

Bible Study (Hebrews 4:12) 
I study the Bible to know God, the truth, and 
to find direction for my daily life. 
Biblical Community (Acts 2:44-47) 
I fellowship with other Christians to accom-
plish God's purposes in my life, others' lives, 
and in the world. 
Compassion (Psalm 82:3-4) 
I seek to serve the last, the least and the lost 
in my community. 
Disciple-Making (2 Timothy 2:2) 
I multiply godly beliefs, virtues and practices 
in others to encourage their spiritual growth 
in Christ.  
Evangelism (Acts 1:8) 
I share Jesus with others through personal 
proclamation and demonstration of the   
gospel. 
Generosity (2 Corinthians 9:6-11) 
I gladly give my resources to fulfill God’s 
purposes.  
Prayer (Psalm 66:16-20) 
I pray to God to know Him, to lay my request 
before Him and to find direction for my daily 
life. 
Single-Mindedness (Matthew 6:33) 
I focus on God and His priorities for my life. 
Spiritual Gifts (Romans 12:4-6) 
I know and use my spiritual gifts to accom-
plish God's purposes. 
Worship (Psalm 95:1-7) 
I worship God for who He is and what He has 
done for me. 
 

The Scrolls Bible Study is a spiritual 
growth resource of Central Bible 

Church, Fort Worth, Texas. 
© 2024 Central Bible Church. 
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otherwise noted. This resource is 
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