
“A Recipe for Disaster” 
2 Peter 2:10b-19 

                      
I believe the Bible is the 

Word of God and has the 
right to command my 

belief and practice.   
 

“All Scripture is God-
breathed and is useful for 

teaching, rebuking, correct-
ing and training in right-

eousness, so that the servant 
of God may be thoroughly 
equipped for every good 

work.”     



Read 2 Peter 2:10b-19 

10b Bold and arrogant, they are not afraid to heap 

abuse on celestial beings; 11 yet even angels, although they 

are stronger and more powerful, do not heap abuse on such 

beings when bringing judgment on them from the 

Lord. 12 But these people blaspheme in matters they do 

not understand. They are like unreasoning animals, crea-

tures of instinct, born only to be caught and destroyed, 

and like animals they too will perish. 

13 They will be paid back with harm for the harm they 

have done. Their idea of pleasure is to carouse in broad 

daylight. They are blots and blemishes, reveling in their 

pleasures while they feast with you. 14 With eyes full of 

adultery, they never stop sinning; they seduce the unsta-

ble; they are experts in greed—an accursed brood! 15 They 

have left the straight way and wandered off to follow the 

way of Balaam son of Bezer, who loved the wages of wick-

edness. 16 But he was rebuked for his wrongdoing by a 

donkey—an animal without speech—who spoke with a 

human voice and restrained the prophet’s madness. 

17 These people are springs without water and mists 

driven by a storm. Blackest darkness is reserved for 

them. 18 For they mouth empty, boastful words and, by 

appealing to the lustful desires of the flesh, they entice 

people who are just escaping from those who live in er-

ror. 19 They promise them freedom, while they themselves 

are slaves of depravity—for “people are slaves to whatever 

has mastered them.” 

 

 

After reading the text, practice your Observation 
skills by noting the following: 

• Underline “Bold and arrogant” in v. 10b. 

• Circle “celestial beings” in v. 10b, “angels” and 
“such beings” in v. 11. 

• Box “yet” in v. 11 and “but” in vv. 12, 16 indicat-
ing contrast.  

• Circle “blaspheme” in v. 12. 

• Box “like” (2x) indicating comparison in v. 12.  

• Circle “pleasure/s” in v. 13. 

• Underline “blots and blemishes” in v. 13. 

• Circle “feast” v. 13. 

• Bracket “eyes full of adultery” in v. 14. 

• Circle “seduce” in v. 14. 

• Circle “accursed brood” in v. 14. 

• Bracket “way of Balaam son of Bezer” in v. 15. 

• Underline “springs without water and mists 
driven by a storm” in v. 17 

• Circle “blackest darkness” in v. 17. 

• Bracket “just escaping from those who live in 
error” in v. 18. 

• Circle “freedom” in v. 19. 

What one word would you use to describe the TONE 
of this passage? (i.e., stern, joyful, cautious, etc.) 
 

 

What word or idea stands out to you in this passage? 

 

 

 

 

Try to summarize the THEME of this passage in one 

word. If you were going to describe these verses, you 

might say, “This text is about ________________.” 



1. The false teachers about whom Peter writes “despise authority” (v. 10a). Whose authority?  

 

 

2. Explain what the false teachers do that even angels refuse to do (v. 10b).    

 

 

3. Explain the comparisons in verse 12. In what ways are they “like” animals?    

  

 

 

4. Their punishment will fit their crime. How so? 

 

 

5. The “carouse in broad daylight.” What does that suggest to you? 

 

 

6. They are the opposite of what Christians ought to be. How so? (See notes.) 

 

 

7. The expression “eyes full of adultery”—explain what it means and what it implies.   

 

 

 

8. Peter claims they follow the “way of Balaam.” Which “way” is that? 

 

 

9. What do the two metaphors used to describe the false teachers (v. 17), indicate about them? 

 

 

 

10. Peter uses irony to describe the hypocritical false teachers (v. 19). How so? 

 

 
 

11. Discussion: False teaching has its roots in a denial of the authority of God’s word. Talk about how that is 
illustrated in the situation Peter addresses.      







           

Beware of false teachers—bold and arrogant types, who preach worthless words and pursue 
ministry for personal gain—for they will be recompensed for the harm they do. 

  

 

(Rewrite the Central Message above to personally apply to your own life) 

The “Living Questions” are simple questions we may ask of any text in order to apply the Bible to our life. An-
swer the questions below as personally as you can.  

1. What does this passage teach me about God? 

 

 

 

 

2. What does this passage teach me about myself? 

 

 

 

 

3. What does this passage lead me to do? 

 

 

 

 



   

Earn 1 KidPIX Token by completing the 
CENTRALKids Bible Study on this page 
and another token by memorizing and 
reciting the memory verse for this week. 
Questions: kids@wearecentral.org 

______ I completed my Bible Study 

______ I memorized this week’s verse 

______ I brought my Bible to church 

______ I brought a friend 

 

When I was young my family took a vacation to Colorado. We were roasting marshmallows around a campfire, 
and though our parents told us not to mess with the fire, my brother just had to reach in and grab a smoldering stick. 
Guess who went to the emergency room and missed most of their vacation? Discernment isn’t an innate character trait 
but one that we have the privilege to cultivate in our kids. As parents we must begin to lead our kids toward discern-
ment at a very young age. While you’re reading board books with your preschooler, talk about right and wrong choic-
es of the characters. As they get older and you watch episodes or movies together, discuss what might have happened 
if the characters made different choices. When they become preteens, let them be part of the decision-making process 
as you work with them to create appropriate boundaries. Also, give them a voice for establishing the ensuing conse-
quences for crossing the boundary lines. Natural consequences are painful but create beautiful lessons that lead our 
children toward growth and maturity. A word of caution for every parent – don’t protect your child from making 
mistakes. Allowing them to crash and burn occasionally helps them understand good and bad choices. Don’t consist-
ently distribute inappropriately soft or light consequences for poor behavior choices. You’re not doing your child any 
favors and their cuteness won’t stop them from getting fired from their job later in life. The sooner they begin to un-
derstand right from wrong, the sooner discernment does the good work of leading them in the ways of wisdom. 
We’re praying for you! 

I believe the Bible is the Word of God and has the right to command my belief and practice.      

 

“Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.”  

 

Read 2 Peter 2:10b-19 

1. Who are “they” (vs 10b) and 
how does Peter describe them 
throughout the passage? 

2. What do “they” promise? 

3. What are people slaves to? 

What type of harm can a false 
teacher do or lead another per-
son to do? 

With a family member, set up 
an obstacle course and turn on 
lots of loud music or noise. 
Have one person wear a blind-
fold and try to follow whis-
pered directions of the other to 
navigate through the obstacle 
course.  



Tom Bulick (M.A. in Educational 
Leadership, Eastern Michigan Uni-
versity, Th.M. in Old Testament, 
and Ph.D. in Bible Exposition, Dal-
las Theological Seminary). For 
more than forty years, Tom has 
served as pastor, faculty member, 
and administrator. Tom was Vice 
President for Student Life and 
Associate Professor of Religious 
Studies at Trinity Western Univer-
sity (Vancouver, B.C.) from 1986 to 
1998 and Spiritual Formation Pas-
tor at Central Bible Church (Fort 
Worth, TX) from 1998 to 2022. He 
and his wife Ruth have one son, 
Zach. 
 
Stephanie Thomas (B.B.A Univer-
sity of Texas at Arlington). Stepha-
nie is married to James and they 
have five children: Elijah, Levi, Bo, 
Ella and Simon. Stephanie has 
attended Central Bible Church for 
more than 20 years, has been on 
staff since 2014, and now serves as 
Children’s Minister. 

  

Authority of the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 
I believe the Bible is the Word of God and has 
the right to command my belief and action. 
Church (Ephesians 4:15-16) 
I believe the church is God's primary way to 
accomplish His purposes on earth today. 
Eternity (John 14:1-4) 
I believe there is a heaven and a hell and that 
Jesus Christ is returning to judge the earth and 
to establish His eternal kingdom. 
The Holy Spirit (Romans 8:9) 
I believe the Holy Spirit convicts, calls,  
converts and changes me as a child of God. 
Humanity (John 3:16) 
I believe all people are loved by God and need 
Jesus Christ as their Savior. 
Identity in Christ (John 1:12) 
I believe I am significant because of my 
position as a child of God. 
Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:1-4) 
I believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God who 
became man, died for sinners and rose from the 
dead. 
Life Purpose (Acts 20:24) 
I believe I am a steward of God’s resources and 
have been redeemed to participate in His King-
dom purposes for His glory. 
Personal God (Psalm 121:1-2) 
I believe God is involved in and cares about my 
daily life. 
Salvation by Grace (Ephesians 2:8-9) 
I believe a person comes into a right relation-
ship with God by His grace, through faith in 
Jesus Christ. 

  

 
  

Love (1 John 4:10-12) 
I sacrificially and unconditionally love and 
forgive others. 
Joy (John 15:11) 
I have inner contentment and purpose in spite 
of my circumstances. 
Peace (Philippians 4:6-7) 
I am free from anxiety because things are right 
between God, myself and others. 
Patience (Proverbs 14:29) 
I take a long time to overheat and endure pa-
tiently under the unavoidable pressures of life. 
Kindness/Goodness  
I choose to do the right things in my relation-
ships with others 

Faithfulness (Proverbs 3:3-4) 
I have established a good name with God and 
with others based on my long-term loyalty to 
those relationships. 
Gentleness (Philippians 4:5) 
I am thoughtful, considerate and calm in 
dealing with others. 
Self-Control (Titus 2:11-13) 
I have the power, through Christ, to control 
myself. 
Grace (Colossians 3:13) 
I demonstrate forgiveness, mercy and gener-
osity to others, even when they have offended 
me. 
Hope (1 Peter 1:3-5) 
I have a growing anticipation of God’s prom-
ises and my secure eternity with Him. 
Humility (Philippians 2:3-4) 
I choose to esteem others above myself. 

  

Bible Study (Hebrews 4:12) 
I study the Bible to know God, the truth, and 
to find direction for my daily life. 
Biblical Community (Acts 2:44-47) 
I fellowship with other Christians to accom-
plish God's purposes in my life, others' lives, 
and in the world. 
Compassion (Psalm 82:3-4) 
I seek to serve the last, the least and the lost 
in my community. 
Disciple-Making (2 Timothy 2:2) 
I multiply godly beliefs, virtues and practices 
in others to encourage their spiritual growth 
in Christ.  
Evangelism (Acts 1:8) 
I share Jesus with others through personal 
proclamation and demonstration of the   
gospel. 
Generosity (2 Corinthians 9:6-11) 
I gladly give my resources to fulfill God’s 
purposes.  
Prayer (Psalm 66:16-20) 
I pray to God to know Him, to lay my request 
before Him and to find direction for my daily 
life. 
Single-Mindedness (Matthew 6:33) 
I focus on God and His priorities for my life. 
Spiritual Gifts (Romans 12:4-6) 
I know and use my spiritual gifts to accom-
plish God's purposes. 
Worship (Psalm 95:1-7) 
I worship God for who He is and what He has 
done for me. 
 

The Scrolls Bible Study is a spiritual 
growth resource of Central Bible 

Church, Fort Worth, Texas. 
© 2024 Central Bible Church. 

Material researched, written and 
supervised by Dr. Tom Bulick. 

All Scripture referenced from the 
New International Version unless 
otherwise noted. This resource is 

freely distributed and may be 
copied without permission.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


