
“MythBusters” 
2 Peter 1:16-21 

                      
I believe Jesus Christ is the 

Son of God who became 
man, died for sinners and 

rose from the dead.   
 

“The Son is the radiance of 
God’s glory and the exact 
representation of his be-

ing, sustaining all things by 
his powerful word. After he 

had provided purification for 
sins, he sat down at the right 

hand of the Majesty in   
heaven.”     



Read 2 Peter 1:16-21 

16 For we did not follow cleverly devised stories when 

we told you about the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ in 

power, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17 He 

received honor and glory from God the Father when the 

voice came to him from the Majestic Glory, saying, “This 

is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” 

18 We ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven 

when we were with him on the sacred mountain. 

19 We also have the prophetic message as something 

completely reliable, and you will do well to pay attention 

to it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day 

dawns and the morning star rises in your 

hearts. 20 Above all, you must understand that no prophe-

cy of Scripture came about by the prophet’s own interpre-

tation of things. 21 For prophecy never had its origin in 

the human will, but prophets, though human, spoke from 

God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.  

 

Read in another translation  

16 For we did not follow cleverly concocted fables 

when we made known to you the power and return of our 

Lord Jesus Christ; no, we were eyewitnesses of 

his grandeur. 17 For he received honor and glory from 

God the Father, when that voice was conveyed to him by 

the Majestic Glory: “This is my dear Son, in whom I am 

delighted.” 18 When this voice was conveyed from heaven, 

we ourselves heard it, for we were with him on the holy 

mountain. 19 Moreover, we possess the prophetic word as 

an altogether reliable thing. You do well if you pay atten-

tion to this as you would to a light shining in a murky 

place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in 

your hearts. 20 Above all, you do well if you recog-

nize this: No prophecy of scripture ever comes about by the 

prophet’s own imagination, 21 for no prophecy was ever 

borne of human impulse; rather, men carried along by the 

Holy Spirit spoke from God. (NET)  

 

After reading the text, practice your Observation 
skills by noting the following: 

• Circle “we” in v. 16. 

• Bracket “cleverly devised stories” in v. 16. 

• Box “but” indicating contrast in vv. 16, 21.  

• Circle “majesty” in v. 16.  

• Underline “honor” and “glory” in v. 17. 

• Circle “sacred mountain” in v. 18. 

• Circle “prophetic message” in v. 19. 

• Box “as” indicating comparison in v. 19. 

• Bracket ”until the day . . . in your hearts” in v. 19.  

• Bracket “the prophet’s own interpretation” in v. 
20. 

• Circle “carried along” in v. 21. 

What one word would you use to describe the TONE 
of this passage? (i.e., stern, joyful, cautious, etc.) 
 

 

 

What word or idea stands out to you in this passage? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Try to summarize the THEME of this passage in one 

word. If you were going to describe these verses, you 

might say, “This text is about ________________.” 



1. Read verse 16 carefully. What does it suggest to you?  

  

 

2. When did Jesus receive “honor and glory,” where did he receive it, and from whom?     

 

 

 

3. To what does “glory” refer, and to what does “honor” refer?  

 

 

 

4. A “voice” spoke to Jesus from “the Majestic Glory” (cf. Mk 9:7). To what does “the Majestic Glory” refer?  

 

 

 

5. What two things did the “voice” confirm regarding Jesus? 

 

 

 

6. Peter wasn’t the only one who was with Jesus and who heard the voice. To whom does “we” (v. 18) refer? 

 

 

7. The transfiguration confirms the “coming of our Lord Jesus Christ in power.” What else does? 

 

 

 

8. Explain the comparison in verse 19 (“as”). 

 

 

 

9. Summarize the point of verses 20-21 by putting the meaning in your own words.       

 

 

 

10. Discussion: Talk about the role of the Holy Spirit in the writing of the scriptures.  



Peter’s opening words in verse 16 of 2 Peter 1:16-
21 sound defensive. “For we did not follow cleverly 
devised stories when we told you about the coming 
of our Lord Jesus Christ in power, but we were eye-
witnesses of his majesty.” Apparently, there were 
those who accused the apostles of doing that very 
thing—fabricating an eschatology. One commentator 
explains: “His denial came because the false teachers 
were accusing the apostles of inventing the whole 
idea of the Parousia and the judgment it would 
bring” (Douglas Moo, The NIV Application Commen-
tary: 2 Peter and Jude, 72). Apparently, they denied a 
future aspect of eschatology or else reinterpreted it so 
as to lose its intended meaning. Peter vehemently 
denied any such accusation based on the following: 
“We were eyewitnesses of his majesty,” a reference to 
Jesus’ power and glory, which will be visible to all at 
his coming. His claim raises the question: When was 
he an eyewitness to Jesus’ majesty?  

The answer to that question follows in verses 17 
and 18, which clearly refer to the transfiguration rec-
orded in all three Synoptic Gospels (see pg. 1). Peter, 
James, and John—hence “we were eyewitnesses”—
were led by Jesus “up a high mountain” (Mk 9:2), 
most likely Mount Hermon, where Jesus received 
“honor and glory from God” (2Pe 1:17). “Honor” ap-
pears to refer to the words of the heavenly voice, i.e., 
the Father’s voice, who said, “This is my son, whom I 
love; with him I am well pleased.” Jesus is honored by 
being identified by the Father as the Messiah and the 
Servant of the LORD. “‘This is my Son’ alludes to the 
language of Psalm 2:7, in which God addresses the 
messianic King; and ‘with whom I am well pleased’ 
is language drawn from the first ‘Suffering Servant’ 
song in Isaiah (42:1). The voice from heaven, there-
fore, identifies Jesus as both Messiah and Suffering 
Servant. More important, perhaps, for Peter’s pur-
poses, are the implications of Jesus as Son of God . . . 
Jesus is, in some manner, identified with God the 
Father in a more essential, or even ontological, way 
see particularly John 10:30; 14:5-11)” (Moo, 73). 

“Glory” appears to refer to the change in Jesus 
himself. Matthew writes: “There he was transfigured 
before them. His face shone like the sun, and his 
clothes became as white as the light” (17:2). The 
change in Jesus’ appearance came from the inside 
out. His body underwent a transformation, a meta-
morphosis if you will, revealing his essential divine 
glory as God incarnate, a glory that will be on dis-
play at his coming to reign (Mt 24:30). That change in 

Jesus explains the change in the appearance of his 
garments. In a nutshell, “the Transfiguration reveals 
Jesus as the glorious King, and Peter was there to see 
it. He therefore has utter confidence that Jesus will 
return as the glorious King and establish his king-
dom in its final and ultimate form” (Moo, 75). 

Peter goes on to explain that the powerful coming 
of Jesus is confirmed not only by eyewitness testimo-
ny of apostles, but also by “the prophetic message as 
something completely reliable” (v. 19). The phrase 
“as something completely reliable” is more literally 
rendered “made more certain,” the meaning of 
which is debated (see note). Peter is most likely argu-
ing that the Old Testament in general but more spe-
cifically those prophecies regarding the coming king-
dom are confirmed by the eyewitness report of the 
apostles. In other words, “the voice at the transfig-
uration makes even more certain the Old Testament 
prophecies about the coming of the Lord” (Michael 
Green, The Second Epistle of Peter and the Epistle of 
Jude, 97). As a result, believers are to pay ever so 
much attention to them until the blessed hope be-
comes blessed reality.  

And then in verses 20 and 21, to bolster their con-
fidence in “the prophetic message,” Peter assures his 
readers of its divine origin—verses that have been 
interpreted in a variety of ways (see note). Since the 
apostle has authentication rather than interpretation on 
his mind, verse 20 most likely refers, as the NIV ren-
ders it, to the origin of prophecy. It did not come 
about through the prophet’s own fallible and quite 
possibly mistaken notions. In the words of John Cal-
vin, “They did not blab their inventions of their own 
accord or according to their own judgment” (cited by 
Green, 101). What’s more, “no prophecy was ever 
produced by the will of man, but men spoke from 
God as they were carried along by the Holy Spir-
it” (v. 21)—even as a sailboat is carried along by the 
wind. Put differently, prophecy was produced by the 
will of the Holy Spirit; he was the prime mover in its 
production. In this regard, now is the time to say that 
the scriptures were inspired but not dictated. Consid-
er the difference reflected in the following definition 
of inspiration: God superintended (or carried along) 
the human authors of the Bible, so that, reflecting 
their own individuality, they composed and record-
ed without error his message to humanity in the 
words of their original writings.             





           

The coming of the Lord in power is confirmed by the eyewitness testimony of the apostles and the  
written testimony of prophecy, which has its origin in God, working through the Holy Spirit.   

 

 

(Rewrite the Central Message above to personally apply to your own life) 

The “Living Questions” are simple questions we may ask of any text in order to apply the Bible to our life. An-
swer the questions below as personally as you can.  

1. What does this passage teach me about God? 

 

 

 

 

2. What does this passage teach me about myself? 

 

 

 

 

3. What does this passage lead me to do? 

 

 

 

 



   

Earn 1 KidPIX Token by completing the 
CENTRALKids Bible Study on this page 
and another token by memorizing and 
reciting the memory verse for this week. 
Questions: kids@wearecentral.org 

______ I completed my Bible Study 

______ I memorized this week’s verse 

______ I brought my Bible to church 

______ I brought a friend 

 

When I was a little girl, I was a voracious reader, often staying up late at night with a flashlight hidden under 
the sheets so I wouldn’t get caught reading. I loved all books, but there was something about Nancy Drew mys-
teries that hooked me. I had dreams of being an amateur sleuth, smart and courageous like the teenage detective 
with the ability to pick locks with a bobby pin. Her aim was always to solve the mystery and discover the truth. 
The Nancy Drew of my day is radically different from today’s version, and I can’t say I’d recommend reading 
the books with a more modern twist. This is unfortunately true for most of the books in the kids’ or young adult 
aisle of your local library and bookstore. You know what book hasn’t changed, though? You guessed it—the 
Holy Bible. God’s Word is absolutely true, trustworthy and unchanged. The characters from the Bible haven’t 
morphed into more “socially acceptable” or “readable” characters and the stories haven’t been altered with a 
more modern flair; they’ve stayed the same throughout the generations. Where some would suggest this makes 
the Bible an ancient book without relevance for today, I find comfort and trust in God’s inerrant Word. Reading 
it daily gives me a guide to follow for godly living and a plumb line with which to measure truth. As we get 
ready for a new school year, make it a goal to dust off that Bible and read it daily. Involve your kids in your 
reading and disciple them as you seek God’s truth. We’re praying you hunger for God’s Word! 

I believe Jesus Christ is fully God, perfectly man, and died for my sins.      

 

“Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.”  

 

Read 2 Peter 1:16-21 

1. What was Peter an eyewitness 
to?  
2. What did God the Father say 
about Jesus? 
3. Under what authority did 
prophets speak? 

After reading 2 Peter 1:20-21 
with the understanding that Pe-
ter is an eyewitness to Jesus’ life, 
ministry, death and resurrec-
tion, on a scale of 1 (not true) to 
10 (absolutely true) how would 
you rate the measure of truth of 
this letter?  

Using your favorite stories from 
the Bible, make a game of True/
False to play as a family. How 
do we know the Bible is true? 



Tom Bulick (M.A. in Educational 
Leadership, Eastern Michigan Uni-
versity, Th.M. in Old Testament, 
and Ph.D. in Bible Exposition, Dal-
las Theological Seminary). For 
more than forty years, Tom has 
served as pastor, faculty member, 
and administrator. Tom was Vice 
President for Student Life and 
Associate Professor of Religious 
Studies at Trinity Western Univer-
sity (Vancouver, B.C.) from 1986 to 
1998 and Spiritual Formation Pas-
tor at Central Bible Church (Fort 
Worth, TX) from 1998 to 2022. He 
and his wife Ruth have one son, 
Zach. 
 
Stephanie Thomas (B.B.A Univer-
sity of Texas at Arlington). Stepha-
nie is married to James and they 
have five children: Elijah, Levi, Bo, 
Ella and Simon. Stephanie has 
attended Central Bible Church for 
more than 20 years, has been on 
staff since 2014, and now serves as 
Children’s Minister. 

  

Authority of the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 
I believe the Bible is the Word of God and has 
the right to command my belief and action. 
Church (Ephesians 4:15-16) 
I believe the church is God's primary way to 
accomplish His purposes on earth today. 
Eternity (John 14:1-4) 
I believe there is a heaven and a hell and that 
Jesus Christ is returning to judge the earth and 
to establish His eternal kingdom. 
The Holy Spirit (Romans 8:9) 
I believe the Holy Spirit convicts, calls,  
converts and changes me as a child of God. 
Humanity (John 3:16) 
I believe all people are loved by God and need 
Jesus Christ as their Savior. 
Identity in Christ (John 1:12) 
I believe I am significant because of my 
position as a child of God. 
Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:1-4) 
I believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God who 
became man, died for sinners and rose from the 
dead. 
Life Purpose (Acts 20:24) 
I believe I am a steward of God’s resources and 
have been redeemed to participate in His King-
dom purposes for His glory. 
Personal God (Psalm 121:1-2) 
I believe God is involved in and cares about my 
daily life. 
Salvation by Grace (Ephesians 2:8-9) 
I believe a person comes into a right relation-
ship with God by His grace, through faith in 
Jesus Christ. 

  

 
  

Love (1 John 4:10-12) 
I sacrificially and unconditionally love and 
forgive others. 
Joy (John 15:11) 
I have inner contentment and purpose in spite 
of my circumstances. 
Peace (Philippians 4:6-7) 
I am free from anxiety because things are right 
between God, myself and others. 
Patience (Proverbs 14:29) 
I take a long time to overheat and endure pa-
tiently under the unavoidable pressures of life. 
Kindness/Goodness  
I choose to do the right things in my relation-
ships with others 

Faithfulness (Proverbs 3:3-4) 
I have established a good name with God and 
with others based on my long-term loyalty to 
those relationships. 
Gentleness (Philippians 4:5) 
I am thoughtful, considerate and calm in 
dealing with others. 
Self-Control (Titus 2:11-13) 
I have the power, through Christ, to control 
myself. 
Grace (Colossians 3:13) 
I demonstrate forgiveness, mercy and gener-
osity to others, even when they have offended 
me. 
Hope (1 Peter 1:3-5) 
I have a growing anticipation of God’s prom-
ises and my secure eternity with Him. 
Humility (Philippians 2:3-4) 
I choose to esteem others above myself. 

  

Bible Study (Hebrews 4:12) 
I study the Bible to know God, the truth, and 
to find direction for my daily life. 
Biblical Community (Acts 2:44-47) 
I fellowship with other Christians to accom-
plish God's purposes in my life, others' lives, 
and in the world. 
Compassion (Psalm 82:3-4) 
I seek to serve the last, the least and the lost 
in my community. 
Disciple-Making (2 Timothy 2:2) 
I multiply godly beliefs, virtues and practices 
in others to encourage their spiritual growth 
in Christ.  
Evangelism (Acts 1:8) 
I share Jesus with others through personal 
proclamation and demonstration of the   
gospel. 
Generosity (2 Corinthians 9:6-11) 
I gladly give my resources to fulfill God’s 
purposes.  
Prayer (Psalm 66:16-20) 
I pray to God to know Him, to lay my request 
before Him and to find direction for my daily 
life. 
Single-Mindedness (Matthew 6:33) 
I focus on God and His priorities for my life. 
Spiritual Gifts (Romans 12:4-6) 
I know and use my spiritual gifts to accom-
plish God's purposes. 
Worship (Psalm 95:1-7) 
I worship God for who He is and what He has 
done for me. 
 

The Scrolls Bible Study is a spiritual 
growth resource of Central Bible 

Church, Fort Worth, Texas. 
© 2024 Central Bible Church. 

Material researched, written and 
supervised by Dr. Tom Bulick. 

All Scripture referenced from the 
New International Version unless 
otherwise noted. This resource is 

freely distributed and may be 
copied without permission.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


