
“Walking in Love” 
2 John 4-6 

                      
I sacrificially and uncondi-
tionally love and forgive 

others.   
 

“This is love: not that we 
loved God, but that he loved 

us and sent his Son as an 
atoning sacrifice for our 

sins. Dear friends, since God 
so loved us, we also ought to 
love one another. No one has 
ever seen God; but if we love 
one another, God lives in us 

and his love is made complete 
in us.”     



Read 2 John 4-6 

4 It has given me great joy to find some of your chil-

dren walking in the truth, just as the Father commanded 

us. 5 And now, dear lady, I am not writing you a new 

command but one we have had from the beginning. I ask 

that we love one another. 6 And this is love: that we walk 

in obedience to his commands. As you have heard from the 

beginning, his command is that you walk in love. 

 

Read in other translations  

4 I rejoiced greatly because I have found some of your 

children living according to the truth, just as the Father 

commanded us. 

5 But now I ask you, lady (not as if I were writing a 

new commandment to you, but the one we have had from 

the beginning), that we love one another. 6 (Now this is 

love: that we walk according to his commandments.) This 

is the commandment, just as you have heard from the be-

ginning; thus you should walk in it. (NET) 

 

4 How happy I was to meet some of your children and 

find them living according to the truth, just as the Father 

commanded. 

5 I am writing to remind you, dear friends, that we 

should love one another. This is not a new commandment, 

but one we have had from the beginning. 6 Love means 

doing what God has commanded us, and he has command-

ed us to love one another, just as you heard from the be-

ginning. (NLT) 

After reading the text, practice your Observation 
skills by noting the following: 

• Circle “some” in v. 4. 

• Underline “your children” in v. 4. 

• Circle “walking” in v. 4. 

• Box “just as” indicating comparison in v. 4, 

• Circle “the Father” in v. 4. 

• Circle “dear lady” in v. 5. 

• Box “but” indicating contrast in v. 5. 

• Circle “beginning” in vv. 5, 6. 

• Bracket “love one another” in v. 5. 

• Circle “walk” (2x) in v. 6.  

• Circle “his” (2x) in v. 6. 

• Circle “love” in v. 6.  

What one word would you use to describe the TONE 
of this passage? (i.e., stern, joyful, cautious, etc.) 
 

 

What word or idea stands out to you in this passage? 

 

 

What one thing do you not understand in this pas-

sage?  

 

 

Try to summarize the THEME of this passage in one 

word. If you were going to describe these verses, you 

might say, “This text is about ________________.” 



1. To whom does “the lady” and “her children” refer?   

 

 

2. John has crossed paths with “some” of the lady’s children who are “walking in the truth.” Put what “walking 
in the truth” means in your own words. 

 

 

 

3. Explain the use of comparison in v. 4. 

 

 

4. Is John implying that others of the lady’s children are not?  

 

 

5. Explain the use of contrast in verse 5. 

 

 

 

6. The command John is giving his readers is one Christians have had “from the beginning” (v. 5). How so? 

 

 

 

7. Paraphrase John’s definition of “love” (v. 6).   

 

 

 

8. To whose commands is John referring in verse 6? 

 

 

 

9. The last word in verse 6 is actually “it” (NET, ESV, NASB, et al.). To what does “it” refer? (See note.) 

 

 

 

10. Discussion:  Is “walking in love” not marked by a manifestation of the fruit of the Spirit (Gal 5:22-23)? Talk 
about what you think. 



    





           

Christians are to walk in truth and to love one another  
just as the Father commanded through Jesus.  

 
 

 

 

(Rewrite the Central Message above to personally apply to your own life) 

The “Living Questions” are simple questions we may ask of any text in order to apply the Bible to our life. An-
swer the questions below as personally as you can.  

1. What does this passage teach me about God? 

 

 

 

 

2. What does this passage teach me about myself? 

 

 

 

 

3. What does this passage lead me to do? 
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______ I completed my Bible Study 

______ I memorized this week’s verse 

______ I brought my Bible to church 

______ I brought a friend 

 

I’m always sad that there are not more words for “love” in the English language. Loving your child is cer-
tainly not the same as loving Cheez-Its, but we have no way of differentiating the two with our limited lan-
guage. I think this is where the action of love comes in, and maybe that’s not such a bad thing. Because we don’t 
have several different words for love, we are forced to be demonstrative according to the different types and 
levels of love with our actions and affections. I wouldn’t go to blows at Walmart over a box of crackers, but 
watch out if you hurt my child in any way. Things will get ugly. One certain way to evaluate myself when it 
comes to demonstrating love is to put my name in place of “love” or “it” in the 1 Corinthians 13:4-8 passage. 
Let’s give it a try! “Love is patient.” Now why do we have to start with patience? I can tell you right out of the 
gate that “Stephanie is patient,” is almost laughable. Carry on “…love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, 
it is not proud. It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of 
wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, 
always perseveres. Love never fails.” How’d you do? I’ve definitely got some work to do. This week let’s read 
this passage every morning and ask God to work in our hearts and help us love our families well.  Praying for 
you! 

I love and forgive others no matter what.    

 

“The Lord gives strength to His people; the Lord blesses His people with peace.”  

 

Read 2 John 4-6 

1. What gave John joy? 

2. What command did John give 
the readers? 

3. How does John describe love? 

How can obeying God’s com-
mands show love to others? 

Make a list of seven actions that 
show love to others according 
to God’s commands. Each day, 
make a point to practice one of 
these actions. (Example: Sunday 
– obey parents; Monday – give 
away my time . . .) 
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and Ph.D. in Bible Exposition, Dal-
las Theological Seminary). For 
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Stephanie Thomas (B.B.A Univer-
sity of Texas at Arlington). Stepha-
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have five children: Elijah, Levi, Bo, 
Ella and Simon. Stephanie has 
attended Central Bible Church for 
more than 20 years, has been on 
staff since 2014, and now serves as 
Children’s Minister. 

  

Authority of the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 
I believe the Bible is the Word of God and has 
the right to command my belief and action. 
Church (Ephesians 4:15-16) 
I believe the church is God's primary way to 
accomplish His purposes on earth today. 
Eternity (John 14:1-4) 
I believe there is a heaven and a hell and that 
Jesus Christ is returning to judge the earth and 
to establish His eternal kingdom. 
The Holy Spirit (Romans 8:9) 
I believe the Holy Spirit convicts, calls,  
converts and changes me as a child of God. 
Humanity (John 3:16) 
I believe all people are loved by God and need 
Jesus Christ as their Savior. 
Identity in Christ (John 1:12) 
I believe I am significant because of my 
position as a child of God. 
Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:1-4) 
I believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God who 
became man, died for sinners and rose from the 
dead. 
Life Purpose (Acts 20:24) 
I believe I am a steward of God’s resources and 
have been redeemed to participate in His King-
dom purposes for His glory. 
Personal God (Psalm 121:1-2) 
I believe God is involved in and cares about my 
daily life. 
Salvation by Grace (Ephesians 2:8-9) 
I believe a person comes into a right relation-
ship with God by His grace, through faith in 
Jesus Christ. 

  

 
  

Love (1 John 4:10-12) 
I sacrificially and unconditionally love and 
forgive others. 
Joy (John 15:11) 
I have inner contentment and purpose in spite 
of my circumstances. 
Peace (Philippians 4:6-7) 
I am free from anxiety because things are right 
between God, myself and others. 
Patience (Proverbs 14:29) 
I take a long time to overheat and endure pa-
tiently under the unavoidable pressures of life. 
Kindness/Goodness  
I choose to do the right things in my relation-
ships with others 

Faithfulness (Proverbs 3:3-4) 
I have established a good name with God and 
with others based on my long-term loyalty to 
those relationships. 
Gentleness (Philippians 4:5) 
I am thoughtful, considerate and calm in 
dealing with others. 
Self-Control (Titus 2:11-13) 
I have the power, through Christ, to control 
myself. 
Grace (Colossians 3:13) 
I demonstrate forgiveness, mercy and gener-
osity to others, even when they have offended 
me. 
Hope (1 Peter 1:3-5) 
I have a growing anticipation of God’s prom-
ises and my secure eternity with Him. 
Humility (Philippians 2:3-4) 
I choose to esteem others above myself. 

  

Bible Study (Hebrews 4:12) 
I study the Bible to know God, the truth, and 
to find direction for my daily life. 
Biblical Community (Acts 2:44-47) 
I fellowship with other Christians to accom-
plish God's purposes in my life, others' lives, 
and in the world. 
Compassion (Psalm 82:3-4) 
I seek to serve the last, the least and the lost 
in my community. 
Disciple-Making (2 Timothy 2:2) 
I multiply godly beliefs, virtues and practices 
in others to encourage their spiritual growth 
in Christ.  
Evangelism (Acts 1:8) 
I share Jesus with others through personal 
proclamation and demonstration of the   
gospel. 
Generosity (2 Corinthians 9:6-11) 
I gladly give my resources to fulfill God’s 
purposes.  
Prayer (Psalm 66:16-20) 
I pray to God to know Him, to lay my request 
before Him and to find direction for my daily 
life. 
Single-Mindedness (Matthew 6:33) 
I focus on God and His priorities for my life. 
Spiritual Gifts (Romans 12:4-6) 
I know and use my spiritual gifts to accom-
plish God's purposes. 
Worship (Psalm 95:1-7) 
I worship God for who He is and what He has 
done for me. 
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