
Peter challenges his readers to remain 
faithful in the face of suffering. He con-
cludes his thoughts on the subject with 
these words: “So then, those who suffer ac-
cording to God’s will should commit them-
selves to their faithful Creator and continue to 
do good” (1Pe 4:19). God is faithful; we are to 
be faithful, too.  

Paul provides us with the consummate 
example of someone who remained faithful 
in spite of what he suffered, namely, perse-
cution compounded by privation. He de-
scribes what he went through for the sake of 
the gospel in 2 Corinthians 11:23-28. Allud-
ing to his detractors, he begins: “Are they 
servants of Christ? (I am out of my mind to 
talk like this.) I am more. I have worked 
much harder, been in prison more frequent-
ly, been flogged more severely, and been 
exposed to death again and again. Five 
times I received from the Jews the forty 
lashes minus one. Three times I was beaten 
with rods, once I was pelted with stones,  
three times I was shipwrecked, I spent a 
night and a day in the open sea, I have been 
constantly on the move. I have been in dan-
ger from rivers, in danger from bandits, in 
danger from my fellow Jews, in danger 
from Gentiles; in danger in the city, in dan-
ger in the country, in danger at sea; and in 
danger from false believers. I have labored 
and toiled and have often gone without 
sleep; I have known hunger and thirst and 
have often gone without food; I have been 
cold and naked. Besides everything else, I 
face daily the pressure of my concern for all 
the churches.”  

Why did he do it? You ask. He answers 
that question in 2 Timothy 2:8-10. From 
prison, he writes: “Remember Jesus Christ, 
raised from the dead, descended from Da-
vid. This is my gospel, for which I am suf-

fering even to the point of being chained like 
a criminal. But God’s word is not chained. 
Therefore I endure everything for the sake of the 
elect, that they too may obtain the salvation that 
is in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory.”  

Of course, Christians in general will not 
face the persecution and hardship that Paul 
faced, but that’s not the point. The point is 
he remained faithful to Christ and his calling 
through it all. If he could do that through 
suffering greater than ours, we should re-
main faithful through suffering lesser than 
his.  

Peter provides us with an example of 
someone who learned to be faithful the hard 
way. Ironically, on the one hand, his fear of 
suffering caused him to be unfaithful during 
Christ’s trial. After Jesus tells his disciples 
“You will all fall away,” Peter confidently 
declares, “Even if all fall away, I will 
not” (Mk 14:29). But when he is identified as 
one of Jesus’ disciples by a servant girl, twice 
he denies it, and then is identified by a loi-
tering crowd, “He began to call down curses, 
and he swear to them, ‘I don’t know this 
man you’re talking about’” (v. 71). Marks 
tells us: “Immediately the rooster crowed the 
second time. Then Peter remembered the 
word Jesus had spoken to him: ‘Before the 
rooster crows twice you will disown me 
three times.’ And he broke down and 
wept” (v. 72). But that isn’t the end of the 
story. John tells us that following his resur-
rection, Jesus appeared to the disciples and 
restored Peter (Jn 21:15-19).     

On the other hand, Peter challenges the 
readers of his first epistle not to fear their 
“fiery ordeal” (4:12) but to face it with rejoic-
ing and to “continue to do good” (v. 19).   

“A Manual for Suffering” 
1 Peter 4:12-19 

                      
I have established a good 
name with God and with 
others based on my long-

term loyalty to those   
relationships.  

 
“Let love and faithful-

ness never leave you; bind 
them around your neck, 

write them on the tablet of 
your heart. Then you will 

win favor and a good 
name in the sight of God   

and man.”     



Read 1 Peter 4:12-19 

12 Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal 

that has come on you to test you, as though something 

strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice inasmuch as 

you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be 

overjoyed when his glory is revealed. 14 If you are insulted 

because of the name of Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of 

glory and of God rests on you. 15 If you suffer, it should not 

be as a murderer or thief or any other kind of criminal, or 

even as a meddler. 16 However, if you suffer as a Christian, 

do not be ashamed, but praise God that you bear that 

name. 17 For it is time for judgment to begin with God’s 

household; and if it begins with us, what will the outcome be 

for those who do not obey the gospel of God? 18 And, 

“If it is hard for the righteous to be saved, 

          what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?” 

19 So then, those who suffer according to God’s 

will should commit themselves to their faithful Creator and 

continue to do good. 

  

Read in another translation  

12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it 

comes upon you to test you, as though something strange 

were happening to you. 13 But rejoice insofar as you share 

Christ's sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be 

glad when his glory is revealed. 14 If you are insulted for the 

name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glo-

ry and of God rests upon you. 15 But let none of you suffer as 

a murderer or a thief or an evildoer or as a meddler. 16 Yet if 

anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let 

him glorify God in that name. 17 For it is time for judg-

ment to begin at the household of God; and if it begins with 

us, what will be the outcome for those who do not obey the 

gospel of God? 18 And 

“If the righteous is scarcely saved, 

           what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?” 

19 Therefore let those who suffer according to God's 

will entrust their souls to a faithful Creator while doing good. 

(ESV) 

After reading the text, practice your Observation skills 
by noting the following: 

• Circle “Dear friends” in v. 12. 

• Circle “fiery ordeal” in v. 12.  

• Circle “test” in v. 12. 

• Box “But” indicating contrast in vv. 13, 16.  

• Circle “rejoice” in v. 13. 

• Bracket “participate in the sufferings of Christ” 
in v. 13. 

• Box “so that” indicating result in v. 13. 

• Circle “glory” in v. 13. 

• Circle “insulted” in v. 14. 

• Box “for’ indicating reason in v. 14. 

• Bracket “of glory” and “of God” in v. 14. 

• Circle “rests” in v. 14. 

• Box “However” indicating contrast in v. 16. 

• Bracket “that you bear that name” in v. 16. 

• Circle “judgment” in v. 17. 

• Box “So then” indicating result in v. 19. 

• Circle “commit” in v. 19. 

What one word would you use to describe the TONE of 
this passage? (i.e., stern, joyful, cautious, etc.) 
 

 

What word or idea stands out to you in this passage? 

 

 

What one thing do you not understand in this passage?  

 

 

Try to summarize the THEME of this passage in one 

word. If you were going to describe these verses, you 

might say, “This text is about ________________.” 



1. A “fiery ordeal has come on” Peter’s readers. To what does “fiery ordeal” refer?    

 

 

2. The “fiery ordeal has come on” them for what purpose?       

 

 

3. Explain the contrast introduced in verse 13.   

 

 

4. Explain why what is happening to them should be a reason to rejoice (v. 13). 

 

 

 

5. Describe what results from participating in the sufferings of Christ (v. 13). 

 

 

 

6. Christians who are “insulted because of the name of Christ” (v. 14) are blessed. How so? 

 

 

 

7. Explain the contrast in verse 16. 

 

 

 

8. Explain the difference between “judgment” on “God’s household” and judgment on “those who do not obey 
the gospel of God.”  

 

 

 

9. So what are those who suffer as Christians to do? 

 

 

 

10. Discussion: Talk about the relevance of Peter’s words to believers who for the most part are not suffering as 
Christians. 



One commentator provides a helpful overview of 
1 Peter, putting 4:12-19 in its context. He writes: 
“Peter has sketched the glories and implications of 
salvation (1:3-2:10) and spelled out how Christians 
are to live honorably within the context of a hostile 
society (2:11-4:11); he now turns to his final concerns. 
The major theme of 4:12-5:11 revolves around exhor-
tations based on the life within the church. Peter 
speaks here again about how to cope with suffering, 
but this time adds a note of urgency. He then ad-
dresses the leaders of the churches (5:1-9) and con-
cludes with a doxology (5:10-11)” (Scot McKnight, 
The NIV Application Commentary: 1 Peter, 247). Alt-
hough verses 12-19 are one paragraph in the NIV, a 
distinct grouping of them is possible. Verses 12 and 
13 together contain a contrast. Verses 14-16 all open 
with conditional clauses. Verses 17 and 18 pertain to 
judgment, verse 18 confirming Peter’s statement in 
verse 17. And verse 19, which begins “So then,” in-
troduces a fitting conclusion to the paragraph. 

In verses 12 and 13, Peter tells his readers rather 
than be surprised by the harsh treatment they are ex-
periencing, instead they should rejoice. His use of 
“fiery ordeal” to refer to their suffering together with 
the word “trial,” indicating its purpose, suggests that 
God is using their hardship to refine their faith in the 
same way fire is used to refine metal. They are to re-
joice in as much as they are suffering like Jesus suf-
fered, and if they suffer like he suffered, namely, for 
doing right, they will share in his glory when he re-
turns. According to Peter, suffering as a Christian is 
nothing out of the ordinary but is to be expected.  

Verses 14, 15, and 16 all contain conditional claus-
es, clauses beginning with “if,” assumed to be true. 
According to the first clause (v. 14), those who are 
insulted as Christians are blessed, because even 
though they may be ostracized from society for their 
faith, they enjoy the presence of the Holy Spirit. The 
verse alludes to Isaiah 11:2, the text Jesus claimed to 
be fulfilled in himself (Lk 4:18). One commentator 
writes: “Peter boldly applied the same prophecy to 
Christians, but with a significant amplification. The 
Spirit is the Spirit of glory, literally of the glory, 
which almost certainly is an allusion to the Shekinah, 
the glory cloud signifying the divine presence (Exod. 
40:34-35’ 1 Kings 8:11; Matt. 17:5)” (Norman Hillyer, 
1 and 2 Peter, Jude, NIBC, 131-32). The third clause (v. 
16), echoes the first. Suffering as a Christian is no 
cause for shame. It’s actually a cause for praise that 
you are a Christian (NIV) or a cause to glorify God as 

a Christian (ESV). The second clause, sandwiched in 
between (v. 15), contains a caveat. Those who suffer 
for doing wrong will not enjoy the presence of the 
Spirit, neither will they have reason to praise or glo-
rify God.  

Verses 17 and 18 are the most difficult to clearly 
understand. However, Peter’s point seems to be that 
divine judgment is inescapable. Both believers, 
“God’s household,” and unbelievers, “those who do 
not obey the gospel of God,” will be judged. But the 
purpose and severity of the two judgments will be 
very different. Believers are disciplined for the sake of 
their sanctification and their reward. Unbelievers are 
punished for their wickedness. And while no kind of 
judgment is easy, judgment on unbelievers will be 
much harder. Put differently, “If God brings judg-
ment on his own people, how much more serious 
will the judgment be that he will bring on unbeliev-
ers!” (The NIV Study Bible, note on 1Pe 4:17).  

The commentator above summarizes the sense of 
Proverbs 11:31, the verse Peter uses to confirm his 
point. “If it is hard for the righteous to be saved . . .’ 
does not, of course, imply that it is difficult for God 
to save, or that there is any uncertainty about the 
destiny of believers. The words mean that the believ-
er must not expect the road to ultimate full salvation 
to be uneventfully smooth and easy. Spiritual adver-
saries will see to that, quite apart from the common 
ills to which anyone living in this world may be sub-
ject. But if it is far from roses all the way for the god-
ly, the quotation goes on with the rhetorical question 
‘what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?’ 
What indeed! The outlook for one who acts contemp-
tuously toward God (such is the implication of the 
word for ungodly: impious) is left hanging threaten-
ingly in the air” (Hillyer, 133-34). 

Verse 19 answers the question: What are those 
who suffer according to God’s will to do? Peter’s 
answer: They are to commit themselves to their faith-
ful Creator like one deposits money to a bank for 
safekeeping. And they are to continue to do what is 
right. “The combination of ‘faithful’ and ‘Creator’ 
reminds the believer of God’s love and power in the 
midst of trials so that they will not doubt his interest 
or ability. The continuation in good works or action 
is a concrete sign of the faith that is the essence of 
being a Christ (cf. 2:15, 20; 3:6, 17)” (Edwin A. Blum, 
“1 Peter,” in The Bible Expositor’s Commentary, vol. 12, 
249). 





           

Rather than be surprised by suffering intended to test you, instead rejoice, for if you share in Christ’s 
sufferings you are blessed to share in his glory, so entrust yourself to God and continue to do what is right.  

   

 

 

(Rewrite the Central Message above to personally apply to your own life) 

The “Living Questions” are simple questions we may ask of any text in order to apply the Bible to our life. An-
swer the questions below as personally as you can.  

1. What does this passage teach me about God? 

 

 

 

 

2. What does this passage teach me about myself? 

 

 

 

 

3. What does this passage lead me to do? 

 

 

 

 



   

Earn 1 KidPIX Token by completing the 
CENTRALKids Bible Study on this page 
and another token by memorizing and 
reciting the memory verse for this week. 
Questions: kids@wearecentral.org 

______ I completed my Bible Study 

______ I memorized this week’s verse 

______ I brought my Bible to church 

______ I brought a friend 

 

For the past several months we’ve been studying the book of 1 Peter, and we’ve been able to recognize a fair-
ly consistent theme woven throughout. As followers of Christ living as strangers in this world, we will suffer for 
His name. In this suffering, we should not only persevere but rejoice as we align with Jesus in the present and 
look forward with hope to the glory that is to come. Think for a moment about times you’ve suffered in this 
way. Now, imagine your child suffering in the same way for their belief. I remember losing friends and being 
the target of gossip because I chose to say no to the world and yes to Jesus. It was painful! About the same time, 
one of my boys experienced something similar. He has always been very sensitive to others cussing around him, 
and I remember he would tell me stories of yelling, “Language!” when his sixth-grade buds were trying new 
sentence enhancers. He was actively made fun of with a few extra choice words thrown in just to goad him. He 
began to see a fracture in his friend group as he chose to walk more closely with the Lord. It was hard to watch 
my child navigate this experience, but because I had recently walked the same road, I recognized that his pain 
was as strong and raw as my own. I think sometimes we diminish the feelings of our children because of their 
age. Let me encourage you to be sensitive and supportive because what they’re experiencing is as true and real 
as what you’re going through. We’re praying for you! 

I am loyal to God and others so they know they can count on me.   

 

“Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine,  
according to His power that is at work within us, to Him be the glory.”  

Read 1 Peter 4:12-19 

1. Instead of being surprised at 
suffering, what should we do? 
2. When insulted because of our 
faith, what does Peter say we 
really are? 
3. Instead of being ashamed for 
suffering because of our faith, 
what should we do? 

Is it hard to continue doing 
good in times of suffering or 
trouble? 

What is something that you’re 
committed to right now (soccer, 
grades, art)? What habits help 
you stay committed? What hab-
its might help you stay commit-
ted to God? For 15 minutes each 
day, commit to reading your 
Bible or praying. What do you 
learn about God? 
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Authority of the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 
I believe the Bible is the Word of God and has 
the right to command my belief and action. 
Church (Ephesians 4:15-16) 
I believe the church is God's primary way to 
accomplish His purposes on earth today. 
Eternity (John 14:1-4) 
I believe there is a heaven and a hell and that 
Jesus Christ is returning to judge the earth and 
to establish His eternal kingdom. 
The Holy Spirit (Romans 8:9) 
I believe the Holy Spirit convicts, calls,  
converts and changes me as a child of God. 
Humanity (John 3:16) 
I believe all people are loved by God and need 
Jesus Christ as their Savior. 
Identity in Christ (John 1:12) 
I believe I am significant because of my 
position as a child of God. 
Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:1-4) 
I believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God who 
became man, died for sinners and rose from the 
dead. 
Life Purpose (Acts 20:24) 
I believe I am a steward of God’s resources and 
have been redeemed to participate in His King-
dom purposes for His glory. 
Personal God (Psalm 121:1-2) 
I believe God is involved in and cares about my 
daily life. 
Salvation by Grace (Ephesians 2:8-9) 
I believe a person comes into a right relation-
ship with God by His grace, through faith in 
Jesus Christ. 

  

 
  

Love (1 John 4:10-12) 
I sacrificially and unconditionally love and 
forgive others. 
Joy (John 15:11) 
I have inner contentment and purpose in spite 
of my circumstances. 
Peace (Philippians 4:6-7) 
I am free from anxiety because things are right 
between God, myself and others. 
Patience (Proverbs 14:29) 
I take a long time to overheat and endure pa-
tiently under the unavoidable pressures of life. 
Kindness/Goodness  
I choose to do the right things in my relation-
ships with others 

Faithfulness (Proverbs 3:3-4) 
I have established a good name with God and 
with others based on my long-term loyalty to 
those relationships. 
Gentleness (Philippians 4:5) 
I am thoughtful, considerate and calm in 
dealing with others. 
Self-Control (Titus 2:11-13) 
I have the power, through Christ, to control 
myself. 
Grace (Colossians 3:13) 
I demonstrate forgiveness, mercy and gener-
osity to others, even when they have offended 
me. 
Hope (1 Peter 1:3-5) 
I have a growing anticipation of God’s prom-
ises and my secure eternity with Him. 
Humility (Philippians 2:3-4) 
I choose to esteem others above myself. 

  

Bible Study (Hebrews 4:12) 
I study the Bible to know God, the truth, and 
to find direction for my daily life. 
Biblical Community (Acts 2:44-47) 
I fellowship with other Christians to accom-
plish God's purposes in my life, others' lives, 
and in the world. 
Compassion (Psalm 82:3-4) 
I seek to serve the last, the least and the lost 
in my community. 
Disciple-Making (2 Timothy 2:2) 
I multiply godly beliefs, virtues and practices 
in others to encourage their spiritual growth 
in Christ.  
Evangelism (Acts 1:8) 
I share Jesus with others through personal 
proclamation and demonstration of the   
gospel. 
Generosity (2 Corinthians 9:6-11) 
I gladly give my resources to fulfill God’s 
purposes.  
Prayer (Psalm 66:16-20) 
I pray to God to know Him, to lay my request 
before Him and to find direction for my daily 
life. 
Single-Mindedness (Matthew 6:33) 
I focus on God and His priorities for my life. 
Spiritual Gifts (Romans 12:4-6) 
I know and use my spiritual gifts to accom-
plish God's purposes. 
Worship (Psalm 95:1-7) 
I worship God for who He is and what He has 
done for me. 
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