
“When Jesus is Lord (Part 2)” 
1 Peter 3:18b-22 

                      
I believe Jesus Christ is the 
Son of God, who became 

man, died for sinners, and 
rose from the dead.  

 
“The Son is the radiance of 
God’s glory and the exact 

representation of his being, 
sustaining all things by his 
powerful word. After he had 

provided purification for 
sins, he sat down at the   

right hand of the Majesty    
in heaven.”     



Read 1 Peter 3:18b-22 

18b He was put to death in the body but made alive in the 

Spirit. 19 After being made alive, he went and made proc-

lamation to the imprisoned spirits— 20 to those who were 

disobedient long ago when God waited patiently in the 

days of Noah while the ark was being built. In it only a 

few people, eight in all, were saved through water, 21 and 

this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also—

not the removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a 

clear conscience toward God. It saves you by the resurrec-

tion of Jesus Christ, 22 who has gone into heaven and is at 

God’s right hand—with angels, authorities and powers in 

submission to him. 

  

Read in another translation  

18b. . . being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the 

spirit, 19 in which he went and proclaimed to the spirits in 

prison, 20 because they formerly did not obey, when God's 

patience waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was 

being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were 

brought safely through water. 21 Baptism, which corre-

sponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt 

from the body but as an appeal to God for a good con-

science, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who 

has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with 

angels, authorities, and powers having been subjected to 

him. (ESV)   

After reading the text, practice your Observation 
skills by noting the following: 

• Box “but” indicating contrast in vv. 18b, 21. 

• Bracket “in the Spirit” in v. 18b.  

• Bracket “After being made alive” in v. 19. 

• Circle “made proclamation” in v. 19. 

• Circle “imprisoned spirits” in v. 19. 

• Underline “through water” in v. 20. 

• Circle “symbolizes” in v. 21. 

• Circle “saves” in v. 21. 

• Bracket “the pledge of a clear conscience” in v. 
21. 

• Bracket “at God’s right hand” in v. 22. 

Underline “if it is God’s will” in v. 17. What one 
word would you use to describe the TONE of this 
passage? (i.e., stern, joyful, cautious, etc.) 
 

 

What word or idea stands out to you in this passage? 

 

 

?  

 

 

Try to summarize the THEME of this passage in one 

word. If you were going to describe these verses, you 

might say, “This text is about ________________.” 



1. Explain the contrast, “put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit” (ESV). (See note on v. 18.)      

  

 

 

2, Identify the “imprisoned spirits.” Who are they and where are they imprisoned?      

 

 

 
3. What exactly did Jesus proclaim to them? (See note on v. 19.)    

 

 

4. For how long did Noah preach and God patiently wait for the disobedient to repent? (See Ge 6:3.) 

 

 

5. Peter says that the eight people onboard the ark “were saved through water.” How so? (See note on v. 20.) 

 

 

 

6. To what does “this water” (v. 21) refer and to what does it correspond (ESV)? Explain. 

 

 

 

7. The rite of baptism itself does not save, but what it signifies does. What does baptism signify? 

 

 

 

8. Baptism entails “the pledge of a clear conscience toward God” (v. 21). Put what that means in your own 
words. (See note on v. 21.)  

 

 

 

9. Verse 22 speaks of Christ’s vindication. How so? (See v. 18a; cf. v. 22.)  

 

 

 

10. Discussion: Talk about any similarities you see between Peter’s readers, Noah, and believers today.  







           

Don’t let suffering prevent you from giving a reason for your hope, for Jesus will minister  
through you like he did Noah and ultimately God will vindicate you like he did Jesus.  

   

 

 

(Rewrite the Central Message above to personally apply to your own life) 

The “Living Questions” are simple questions we may ask of any text in order to apply the Bible to our life. An-
swer the questions below as personally as you can.  

1. What does this passage teach me about God? 

 

 

 

 

2. What does this passage teach me about myself? 

 

 

 

 

3. What does this passage lead me to do? 

 

 

 

 



   

Earn 1 KidPIX Token by completing the 
CENTRALKids Bible Study on this page 
and another token by memorizing and 
reciting the memory verse for this week. 
Questions: kids@wearecentral.org 

______ I completed my Bible Study 

______ I memorized this week’s verse 

______ I brought my Bible to church 

______ I brought a friend 

 

This week we’re studying a confusing passage. It kind of makes you feel like you’re a first grader studying trig-
onometry. If you think this is confusing for you, how do you think your kids feel? Parents, we have a great oppor-
tunity to help them understand several important aspects of how we relate to God’s Word. First, we’re not going 
to understand everything we read in the Bible. That’s good. That makes us hunger for God in a way we might not 
if reading His Word was easy. Secondly, the way we handle our confusion shows spiritual maturity. Are you clos-
ing the Bible and walking away or are you making the effort to try to understand? As we get into God’s Word, we 
begin to apply certain rules of thumb and ask ourselves fact-finding questions: Is this prescriptive or descriptive? 
What do I know to be biblically true about this subject? Where can I look for explanation? (Try a different version 
or look through the noted cross-references or concordance.) All of these questions will help you begin to clear the 
confusion. Third, God is supernatural and when you ask Him to bring clarity to your confusion, He’ll do it. Once I 
had a difficult time understanding a passage and I prayed for days that He would reveal clarity. Standing in the 
kitchen, the lightbulb came on and I suddenly understood! Lastly, the Bible is worth it. It’s worth the deep dive of 
discovery. It’s incredibly rewarding when you hit an a-ha! moment of understanding. Let’s help our kids know it’s 
ok to be confused because it helps us lean on God. We’re praying for you! 

I believe Jesus Christ is fully God perfectly man and died for my sins.  

 

“Search me, God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts. See if  
there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.”  

Read 1 Peter 3:18b-22 

1. Once Jesus was made alive in 
the spirit, where did he go and 
why? 
2. What does verse 21 say water 
baptism symbolizes? 
3. Where does verse 22 say Jesus 
is? 

What do you think Jesus pro-
claimed to the imprisoned spir-
its? 
  

This passage seems very con-
fusing. Read it again and write 
down all the questions you 
have. Talk about these ques-
tions with your family through-
out the week. 
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Authority of the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 
I believe the Bible is the Word of God and has 
the right to command my belief and action. 
Church (Ephesians 4:15-16) 
I believe the church is God's primary way to 
accomplish His purposes on earth today. 
Eternity (John 14:1-4) 
I believe there is a heaven and a hell and that 
Jesus Christ is returning to judge the earth and 
to establish His eternal kingdom. 
The Holy Spirit (Romans 8:9) 
I believe the Holy Spirit convicts, calls,  
converts and changes me as a child of God. 
Humanity (John 3:16) 
I believe all people are loved by God and need 
Jesus Christ as their Savior. 
Identity in Christ (John 1:12) 
I believe I am significant because of my 
position as a child of God. 
Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:1-4) 
I believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God who 
became man, died for sinners and rose from the 
dead. 
Life Purpose (Acts 20:24) 
I believe I am a steward of God’s resources and 
have been redeemed to participate in His King-
dom purposes for His glory. 
Personal God (Psalm 121:1-2) 
I believe God is involved in and cares about my 
daily life. 
Salvation by Grace (Ephesians 2:8-9) 
I believe a person comes into a right relation-
ship with God by His grace, through faith in 
Jesus Christ. 

  

 
  

Love (1 John 4:10-12) 
I sacrificially and unconditionally love and 
forgive others. 
Joy (John 15:11) 
I have inner contentment and purpose in spite 
of my circumstances. 
Peace (Philippians 4:6-7) 
I am free from anxiety because things are right 
between God, myself and others. 
Patience (Proverbs 14:29) 
I take a long time to overheat and endure pa-
tiently under the unavoidable pressures of life. 
Kindness/Goodness  
I choose to do the right things in my relation-
ships with others 

Faithfulness (Proverbs 3:3-4) 
I have established a good name with God and 
with others based on my long-term loyalty to 
those relationships. 
Gentleness (Philippians 4:5) 
I am thoughtful, considerate and calm in 
dealing with others. 
Self-Control (Titus 2:11-13) 
I have the power, through Christ, to control 
myself. 
Grace (Colossians 3:13) 
I demonstrate forgiveness, mercy and gener-
osity to others, even when they have offended 
me. 
Hope (1 Peter 1:3-5) 
I have a growing anticipation of God’s prom-
ises and my secure eternity with Him. 
Humility (Philippians 2:3-4) 
I choose to esteem others above myself. 

  

Bible Study (Hebrews 4:12) 
I study the Bible to know God, the truth, and 
to find direction for my daily life. 
Biblical Community (Acts 2:44-47) 
I fellowship with other Christians to accom-
plish God's purposes in my life, others' lives, 
and in the world. 
Compassion (Psalm 82:3-4) 
I seek to serve the last, the least and the lost 
in my community. 
Disciple-Making (2 Timothy 2:2) 
I multiply godly beliefs, virtues and practices 
in others to encourage their spiritual growth 
in Christ.  
Evangelism (Acts 1:8) 
I share Jesus with others through personal 
proclamation and demonstration of the   
gospel. 
Generosity (2 Corinthians 9:6-11) 
I gladly give my resources to fulfill God’s 
purposes.  
Prayer (Psalm 66:16-20) 
I pray to God to know Him, to lay my request 
before Him and to find direction for my daily 
life. 
Single-Mindedness (Matthew 6:33) 
I focus on God and His priorities for my life. 
Spiritual Gifts (Romans 12:4-6) 
I know and use my spiritual gifts to accom-
plish God's purposes. 
Worship (Psalm 95:1-7) 
I worship God for who He is and what He has 
done for me. 
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