
In 1 Peter 3:15, the apostle writes: “But 
in your hearts revere Christ as Lord.” Of 
course, he is referring to Jesus, for in 1:3, he 
writes: “Praise be to the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ!” It’s interesting to 
note how many times the words Jesus, 
Christ, and Lord appear in the same New 
Testament context—at least eighty-three. In 
the vast majority of these, the title “Lord 
Jesus Christ” is used to refer to Jesus of 
Nazareth. In the book of Romans alone, a 
number of passages refer to “the Lord Jesus 
Christ” (e.g., 1:7; 13:14), “Jesus Christ our 
Lord” (e.g., Rom 1:4; 5:21; 7:25), “our Lord 
Jesus Christ” (Rom 5:1, 11; 15:6), and in one 
other Pauline passage to “my Lord Jesus 
Christ” (Php 3:8). Moreover, in Philippians 
2:11, Paul writes: “Jesus Christ is Lord”—
cf. “Jesus Christ as Lord” (2Co 4:5) and 
“Christ Jesus as Lord” (Col 2:6). In Peter’s 
second epistle, he refers to “our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ” three times (1:11; 2:20; 
3:18).  

But what does “revere Christ as Lord” 
actually mean? Does it not mean, acknowl-
edge him as your sovereign God? To an-
swer that question, one must understand 
that “Lord” (Gk. kurios) when used with 
reference to Jesus, while sometimes a polite 
form of address (e.g., Mt 8:8, 21; 15:27; 
17:15; 18:21), most often is a substitute for 
Yahweh (yhwh), “the LORD” of the Old Tes-
tament, the Creator and Sustainer of heav-
en and earth, the omnipotent sovereign 
God. So one theologian writes: “When ku-
rios is applied to Jesus, it is an unambigu-
ous affirmation of deity, with only a few 
exceptions” (Stephen J. Wellum, God the 
Son Incarnate, 200). 

There are many instances in the New 
Testament where “Lord” is used of Jesus 

Christ with this sense “the LORD” who is 
Yahweh or God himself—not only in the 
Gospels (cf. Lk 1:43; 2:11, 18; Mt 3:3; 22:44), 
but also in the epistles. Another theologian 
writes: “Such usage is seen frequently in the 
Epistles, where ‘the Lord’ is a common 
name to refer to Christ. Paul says, ‘there is 
one God, the Father, from whom are all 
things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, 
Jesus Christ, through whom are all things 
and through whom we exist’ (1 Cor. 8:6; cf. 
12:3, and many other passages in the Paul-
ine epistles). 

“A particularly clear passage is found in 
Hebrews 1, where the author quotes Psalm 
102, which speaks about the work of the 
Lord in creation and applies it to Christ: 

You, Lord, founded the earth in the be-
ginning,  

and the heavens are the work of your 
hands; 

they will perish, but you remain; 
they will all grow old like a garment, 
like a mantle you will roll them up, 
and they will be changed. 
But you are the same, 
And your years will never end. (Heb. 

1:10-12) 
“Here Christ is explicitly spoken of as 

the eternal Lord of heaven and earth who 
created all things and will remain the same 
forever. Such strong usage of the term 
‘Lord’ to refer to Christ culminates in Reve-
lation 19:16, where we see Christ returning 
as conquering King, and ‘On his robe and 
on his thigh he has a name inscribed, King 
of kings and Lord of lords’” (Wayne Grudem, 
Systematic Theology, 544-45).       

“When Jesus is Lord (Part 1)” 
1 Peter 3:13-18a 

                      
I believe Jesus Christ is the 
Son of God, who became 

man, died for sinners, and 
rose from the dead.  

 
“The Son is the radiance of 
God’s glory and the exact 

representation of his being, 
sustaining all things by his 
powerful word. After he had 

provided purification for 
sins, he sat down at the   

right hand of the Majesty    
in heaven.”     



Read 1 Peter 3:13-18a 

13 Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do 

good? 14 But even if you should suffer for what is right, 

you are blessed. “Do not fear their threats; do not be 

frightened.” 15 But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. 

Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who 

asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But 

do this with gentleness and respect, 16 keeping a clear 

conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against 

your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their 

slander. 17 For it is better, if it is God’s will, to suffer for 

doing good than for doing evil. 18a For Christ also suf-

fered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, to 

bring you to God. 

  

Read in another translation  

13 Now, who will want to harm you if you are eager to 

do good? 14 But even if you suffer for doing what is right, 

God will reward you for it. So don’t worry or be afraid of 

their threats. 15 Instead, you must worship Christ as Lord 

of your life. And if someone asks about your hope as a be-

liever, always be ready to explain it. 16 But do this in a 

gentle and respectful way. Keep your conscience clear. 

Then if people speak against you, they will be ashamed 

when they see what a good life you live because you belong 

to Christ. 17 Remember, it is better to suffer for doing 

good, if that is what God wants, than to suffer for doing 

wrong! 

18a Christ suffered for our sins once for all time. He  

never sinned, but he died for sinners to bring you safely 

home to God. (NLT) 

After reading the text, practice your Observation 
skills by noting the following: 

• Bracket the rhetorical question in v. 13. 

• Box “But” indicating contrast in vv. 14, 15 (2x). 

• Box “even if” indicating a condition in v. 14. 

• Bracket “you are blessed” in v. 14.  

• Highlight the quotation in v. 14. 

• Circle “their” in v. 14. 

• Circle “revere” in v. 15.  

• Circle “reason” in v. 15.  

• Circle “hope” in v. 15. 

• Circle “clear conscience” in v. 16. 

• Bracket “in Christ” in v. 16. 

• Box “so that” indicating purpose/result in v. 16. 

• Box “For” indicating reason in v. 17. 

Underline “if it is God’s will” in v. 17. What one 
word would you use to describe the TONE of this 
passage? (i.e., stern, joyful, cautious, etc.) 
 

 

What word or idea stands out to you in this passage? 

 

 

?  

 

 

Try to summarize the THEME of this passage in one 

word. If you were going to describe these verses, you 

might say, “This text is about ________________.” 



1. Express the meaning of the rhetorical question (v. 13) in a direct statement.      

  

 

2. Explain why the meaning of the rhetorical question is true in general.     

 

 

 

3. What are the chances Peter’s readers will in fact suffer for doing what is right?    

 

 

 

4. In what sense are believers “blessed” (v. 14) should they suffer for doing what is right? 

 

 

 

5. Put what “revere Christ as Lord” (v. 15) means in your own words. 

 

 

 

6. How is regarding “Christ as Lord” an antidote to fear and being frightened? 

 

 

 

7. What should believers always be prepared to do? Explain. 

 

 

 

8. Explain the contrast between verses 15b and 16.  

 

 

9. What does “keeping a clear conscience” (v. 16) mean, and how does one do that?  

 

 

 

10. Discussion: Talk about why it’s better to suffer for doing good than for doing evil. 



In 1 Peter 3:13, after wrapping up his section on 
household codes (2:11-3:12), the apostle begins a new 
section of his epistle. One commentator describes 
what his readers have in store this way: “Peter has 
now instructed various groups with specific guide-
lines on how to live in a world that is hostile to their 
presence. What has surrounded the discussion has 
been the problem of suffering; this is, his guidelines 
for these groups have been shaped under the fire of 
persecution. Peter now gives his principles for endur-
ing suffering in a way that is thoroughly Christian. 
His first guideline, that good behavior will ultimately 
lead to victory (3:12-22), is followed in chapter 4 with 
the present value of suffering (4:1-6)” (Scot 
McKnight, The NIV Application Commentary: 1 Peter, 
211-12).  

Verse 13 opens with a rhetorical question—“Who 
is going to harm you if you are eager to do good?”—
which links to the thought of verse 12—“For the eyes 
of the Lord are on the righteous and his ears are at-
tentive to their prayer, but the face of the Lord is 
against those who do evil.” On this link, one com-
mentator explains: “This statement carries on what 
the psalmist said in the quotation just cited. If God 
will punish those who do evil (v. 12), who will harm 
those who do good? God certainly will not, is the 
implication, and under normal circumstances no oth-
er person will either” (Thomas L. Constable, “Notes 
on 1 Peter,” 2024 ed., 78, planobiblechapel.org/tcon/
notes/pdf/1peter.pdf). Peter’s reasoning echoes that 
of Paul in Romans 8:31, “If God is for us, who can be 
against us?”  

Somewhat ironically, after questioning that be-
lievers will suffer for doing good, Peter acknowledg-
es that although unlikely, some will in fact suffer (v. 
14). (By the way, suffering in this context means to 
“suffer grief in all kinds of trials” (1:6), not to suffer 
illness, accidents, natural disasters, etc.) But those 
who do suffer are “blessed,” that is, they enjoy God’s 
favor. As the psalmist says, he sees what they’re go-
ing through, hears their prayers, and turns his face 
toward them to help  (v. 12; cf. Ps 34:12-16). Later 
Peter writes: “If you are insulted because of the name 
of Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and 
of God rests on you . . . if you suffer as a Christian, 
do not be ashamed, but praise God that you bear that 
name” (4:14, 16).  

Consequently, believers should not fear nor be 
frightened of their persecutors. Instead, they should 
continue to acknowledge “in their hearts” Jesus 

Christ as their sovereign Lord God (v. 14). Remember 
that “Lord” (Gk. kurios) when used with reference to 
Jesus, while sometimes a polite form of address (e.g., 
Mt 8:8, 21; 15:27; 17:15; 18:21), most often is a substi-
tute for Yahweh (yhwh), “the LORD” of the Old Testa-
ment, the Creator and Sustainer of heaven and earth, 
the omnipotent sovereign God. It is this holy fear or 
reverence for Christ “that drives out other fears, and 
makes possible an honest and effective response to 
interrogation” (J. Ramsey Michaels, Word Biblical 
Commentary, vol. 49, 1 Peter, 187).  

And regardless of whether believers suffer or not, 
they should always be prepared to explain the rea-
son for their hope of salvation “that is ready to be 
revealed in the last time” (1:5)—although they are to 
do “this” (v. 15), namely, answer their interrogators, 
“with gentleness and respect,” all the while main-
taining their moral integrity. As another commenta-
tor explains: “Christians ought to defend the Lord in 
a humble and respectful manner. Such a manner can 
lead both to conversions (3:1-2) and to leniency when 
persecution strikes (3:13). Moreover, if they live a 
good life before their opponents, they can have a 
‘clear conscience’ (Rom. 2:15; 9:1; 2 Cor. 1:12)”  
(McKnight, 214). If believers do as Peter says, those 
who accuse them will be ashamed of their slander. 

Peter concludes his discussion of suffering for 
doing good by appealing again to the example of 
Jesus (vv. 17-18a; cf. 2:21-23). He writes: “It is better, 
if it is God’s will, to suffer for doing good than for 
doing evil” (v. 17), which invites the following ques-
tion: Why is it better to suffer for doing good than 
doing evil? He then answers that question: “For 
Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for 
the unrighteous, to bring you to God” (v. 18a). In 
other words, it is better to suffer for doing good be-
cause that is what Jesus did. He suffered for doing 
good and was ultimately vindicated by God. Note 
this analysis of Peter’s thinking: “Such wrongful suf-
fering patiently endured is so remarkable that it be-
comes a powerful form of witness, leading unbeliev-
ers to salvation (cf. 2:12; 3:1-2). This understanding is 
confirmed by the following verse, which shows that 
Christ himself also suffered unjustly ‘that he might 
being us to God’. . . Just as Christ endured unjust 
suffering for our salvation, Peter reasons, so we are 
blessed by God if we endure unjust suffering for the 
salvation of others” (Wayne Grudem, 1 Peter, TNTC, 
154-55). 



to the ‘fear’ against which 
he has just issued a warning . . . It is this ‘holy fear,’ 
or respectful awe focused on Christ, that drives out 



           

Always be prepared to answer anyone who asks you about your  
salvation hope—not defensively but with gentleness and respect.  

   

 

 

(Rewrite the Central Message above to personally apply to your own life) 

The “Living Questions” are simple questions we may ask of any text in order to apply the Bible to our life. An-
swer the questions below as personally as you can.  

1. What does this passage teach me about God? 

 

 

 

 

2. What does this passage teach me about myself? 

 

 

 

 

3. What does this passage lead me to do? 

 

 

 

 



   

Earn 1 KidPIX Token by completing the 
CENTRALKids Bible Study on this page 
and another token by memorizing and 
reciting the memory verse for this week. 
Questions: kids@wearecentral.org 

______ I completed my Bible Study 

______ I memorized this week’s verse 

______ I brought my Bible to church 

______ I brought a friend 

 

So many times, we’re hyper focused on our kids’ salvation. Our heart’s desire is for our kids to know Jesus 
Christ and trust Him as Savior. We talk to them about Jesus, sing songs, share Bible stories and diligently bring 
them to church. Once they’ve trusted Christ, we celebrate big and feel a huge weight lift from our shoulders. 
Whew! They’re in! But guess what, Mom and Dad? That’s basically Step 1 of their Jesus story. It’s truly incredi-
ble that they know Jesus Christ and have a salvation experience. We honor that and celebrate with you! But now 
the work of discipleship really begins. What we truly desire for our kids is a deep, growing, abiding relationship 
with their Savior. One simple exercise that will help build that relationship is preparing them to share their sto-
ry. Do they know how to communicate their salvation experience? Can they talk about sin and what that means 
in their “before and after” story? Can they communicate forgiveness of that sin and how they’re different be-
cause of Christ’s death on the cross? Can you? This week, share your personal salvation story with your kids. 
Help them understand the difference Christ has made in your life. Then, work with your kids and help prepare 
them to have a gentle and respectful answer for the hope they have. It’s a comfort to have words ready that ex-
plain their salvation experience, plus it allows them to be on the ready to share Jesus’ love with others. Who 
knows, they might be the next great evangelist, and it all starts with this simple story. We’re praying for you! 

I believe Jesus Christ is fully God perfectly man and died for my sins.  

 

“Search me, God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts. See if  
there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.”  

Read 1 Peter 3:13-18a 

1. What happens when you suf-
fer for doing right? 
2. What should you be prepared 
to answer? 
3. How should you give an an-
swer for the hope you have? 

What does revere mean? How 
can you revere Christ?  
  

Have you ever shared your sal-
vation story with anyone? How 
would you tell others about 
Jesus? Practice by writing it 
down and bring it to the KidPix 
for an extra token.    
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Authority of the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 
I believe the Bible is the Word of God and has 
the right to command my belief and action. 
Church (Ephesians 4:15-16) 
I believe the church is God's primary way to 
accomplish His purposes on earth today. 
Eternity (John 14:1-4) 
I believe there is a heaven and a hell and that 
Jesus Christ is returning to judge the earth and 
to establish His eternal kingdom. 
The Holy Spirit (Romans 8:9) 
I believe the Holy Spirit convicts, calls,  
converts and changes me as a child of God. 
Humanity (John 3:16) 
I believe all people are loved by God and need 
Jesus Christ as their Savior. 
Identity in Christ (John 1:12) 
I believe I am significant because of my 
position as a child of God. 
Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:1-4) 
I believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God who 
became man, died for sinners and rose from the 
dead. 
Life Purpose (Acts 20:24) 
I believe I am a steward of God’s resources and 
have been redeemed to participate in His King-
dom purposes for His glory. 
Personal God (Psalm 121:1-2) 
I believe God is involved in and cares about my 
daily life. 
Salvation by Grace (Ephesians 2:8-9) 
I believe a person comes into a right relation-
ship with God by His grace, through faith in 
Jesus Christ. 

  

 
  

Love (1 John 4:10-12) 
I sacrificially and unconditionally love and 
forgive others. 
Joy (John 15:11) 
I have inner contentment and purpose in spite 
of my circumstances. 
Peace (Philippians 4:6-7) 
I am free from anxiety because things are right 
between God, myself and others. 
Patience (Proverbs 14:29) 
I take a long time to overheat and endure pa-
tiently under the unavoidable pressures of life. 
Kindness/Goodness  
I choose to do the right things in my relation-
ships with others 

Faithfulness (Proverbs 3:3-4) 
I have established a good name with God and 
with others based on my long-term loyalty to 
those relationships. 
Gentleness (Philippians 4:5) 
I am thoughtful, considerate and calm in 
dealing with others. 
Self-Control (Titus 2:11-13) 
I have the power, through Christ, to control 
myself. 
Grace (Colossians 3:13) 
I demonstrate forgiveness, mercy and gener-
osity to others, even when they have offended 
me. 
Hope (1 Peter 1:3-5) 
I have a growing anticipation of God’s prom-
ises and my secure eternity with Him. 
Humility (Philippians 2:3-4) 
I choose to esteem others above myself. 

  

Bible Study (Hebrews 4:12) 
I study the Bible to know God, the truth, and 
to find direction for my daily life. 
Biblical Community (Acts 2:44-47) 
I fellowship with other Christians to accom-
plish God's purposes in my life, others' lives, 
and in the world. 
Compassion (Psalm 82:3-4) 
I seek to serve the last, the least and the lost 
in my community. 
Disciple-Making (2 Timothy 2:2) 
I multiply godly beliefs, virtues and practices 
in others to encourage their spiritual growth 
in Christ.  
Evangelism (Acts 1:8) 
I share Jesus with others through personal 
proclamation and demonstration of the   
gospel. 
Generosity (2 Corinthians 9:6-11) 
I gladly give my resources to fulfill God’s 
purposes.  
Prayer (Psalm 66:16-20) 
I pray to God to know Him, to lay my request 
before Him and to find direction for my daily 
life. 
Single-Mindedness (Matthew 6:33) 
I focus on God and His priorities for my life. 
Spiritual Gifts (Romans 12:4-6) 
I know and use my spiritual gifts to accom-
plish God's purposes. 
Worship (Psalm 95:1-7) 
I worship God for who He is and what He has 
done for me. 
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