
“Honoring Our King” 
1 Peter 2:13-17 

                      
I choose to do the right 

things in my relationship 
with others.  

 
“Make sure that nobody pays 

back wrong for wrong, but 
always strive to do what is 
good for each other and for 

everyone else.”     



Read 1 Peter 2:13-17 

13 Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every hu-

man authority: whether to the emperor, as the supreme 

authority, 14 or to governors, who are sent by him to pun-

ish those who do wrong and to commend those who do 

right. 15 For it is God’s will that by doing good you 

should silence the ignorant talk of foolish people. 16 Live 

as free people, but do not use your freedom as a cover-up 

for evil; live as God’s slaves. 17 Show proper respect to 

everyone, love the family of believers, fear God, honor the 

emperor.  

 

Read in other translations  

13 Be subject to every human institution for the Lord’s 

sake, whether to a king as supreme 14 or to governors as 

those he commissions to punish wrongdoers and 

praise those who do good. 15 For God wants you to silence 

the ignorance of foolish people by doing good. 16 Live as 

free people, not using your freedom as a pretext for evil, 

but as God’s slaves. 17 Honor all people, love the family of 

believers, fear God, honor the king. (NET) 

13 For the sake of the Lord submit yourselves to every 

human authority: to the Emperor, who is the supreme au-

thority, 14 and to the governors, who have been appointed 

by him to punish the evildoers and to praise those who do 

good. 15 For God wants you to silence the ignorant talk of 

foolish people by the good things you do. 16 Live as free 

people; do not, however, use your freedom to cover up any 

evil, but live as God's slaves. 17 Respect everyone, love 

other believers, honor God, and respect the Emperor. 

(GNT) 

After reading the text, practice your Observation 
skills by noting the following: 

• Circle “submit” in v. 13. 

• Bracket “for the Lord’s sake” in v. 13. 

• Circle “human authority” in v. 13. 

• Circle “emperor” in v. 13. 

• Circle “governors” in v. 14. 

• Underline “punish” and “commend” in v. 14. 

• Box “for” indicating reason in v. 15. 

• Circle “ignorant talk” in v. 15. 

• Circle “free people” in v. 16. 

• Box “as” (2x) indicating comparison in v. 16. 

• Box “but” indicating contrast in v. 16. 

• Circle “slaves” v. 16. 

What one word would you use to describe the TONE 
of this passage? (i.e., stern, joyful, cautious, etc.) 
 

 

What word or idea stands out to you in this passage? 

 

 

?  

 

 

Try to summarize the THEME of this passage in one 

word. If you were going to describe these verses, you 

might say, “This text is about ________________.” 



1. List the commandments in the NIV’s translation of 1 Peter 2:13-16.    

  

 

2. Peter tells his readers to “Submit themselves” (v. 13, “be subject” NET) to governmental authorities. Should 
their submission be viewed as absolute? Explain.  

 

 

3. Explain the motivation behind their submission.   

 

 

4. Describe the two-fold role of government Peter cites.   

 

 

 

5. Explain why they are to be law abiding citizens. 

 

 

 

6. To what exactly does “ignorant talk” refer? 

 

 

 

7. Explain the sense in which his Christian readers “free people” (v. 16). 

 

 

 

8. Explain the use of contrast in verse 16.  

 

 

 

9. Living as free people and living as God’s slaves—explain the irony.  

 

 

 

10. Discussion: Talk about exceptions to Peter’s command, namely, when Christians can refuse to submit to law-
ful authority.  



Daniel was among the exiles taken to Babylon 
when Nebuchadnezzar attacked Jerusalem in 605 B.C., 
where like the readers of Peter’s first epistle, they lived 
as exiles and sojourners in a foreign land (cf. 1Pe 1:1). 
The king ordered Ashpenaz, his chief court official, to 
bring “into the king’s service some of the Israelites 
from the royal family and the nobility—young men 
without any physical defect, handsome, showing apti-
tude for every kind of learning, well informed, quick to 
understand, and qualified to serve in the king’s 
place” (Da 1:3-4). Daniel (Belteshazzar) and his friends, 
Hananiah (Shadrach), Mishael (Meshach) and Azariah 
(Abednego) were among them. Apparently, Nebu-
chadnezzar intended to prepare them for positions of 
administrative leadership if he ever needed to return 
to Palestine to subjugate Judah. They would study the 
Babylonians’ language and literature for three years (v. 
5).  

Daniel and his friends deferred to the king’s wishes 
and complied with the king’s plan until it involved 
eating the food and drinking the wine the king provid-
ed, which must have entailed violating mosaic dietary 
laws (see J. Dwight Pentecost, “Daniel,” in The Bible 
Knowledge Commentary: Old Testament, 1330-31). But 
rather than defy Nebuchadnezzar by going on a hun-
ger strike, Daniel proposed that the king’s official give 
him and his friends nothing but vegetables to eat and 
water to drink for ten days, which proved to be an ac-
ceptable way to avoid disobeying the king. “At the end 
of the ten days they looked healthier and better nour-
ished than any of the young men who ate the royal 
food” (v. 15). Daniel and his friends continued to sub-
mit themselves to Babylon’s rulers unless submission 
entailed disobedience to their God. They took issue not 
with what the government permitted but rather with 
what it required.  

In 1 Peter 2:13-14, the apostle instructs his readers 
to follow Daniel’s example by submitting themselves 
“to every human authority whether to the emperor, as 
the supreme authority, or to governors, who are sent 
by him to punish those who do wrong and commend 
those who do right” (2:13-14). Peter is careful to use a 
verb (hypotassein) that doesn’t imply absolute obedience 
rather than a verb that does (hypakouein). One com-
mentator explains: “‘Obedience’ [hypakoē] is reserved 
for a person’s relationship to Christ by virtue of accept-
ing the Christian message (1:2, 14, 22). Because 
‘obedience’ [hypakoē] is a primary and radical commit-
ment while [hypotassein] represents a secondary and 
more  limited one, ‘respect’ or ‘defer to’ is a more ap-
propriate translation for the latter than ‘submit to’ or 
‘be subject’” (J. Ramsey Michaels, Word Biblical Com-

mentary, vol. 49, 1 Peter, 124). Believers are to do this 
not because government authorities know best or are 
always right, but “for the Lord’s sake” (v. 13), that is, 
in imitation of him (cf. vv. 21-23). In a nutshell, God 
expects Christians to comply with civil authorities 
even if they are neither believers nor morally upright. 
Furthermore, ruling authorities serve a necessary pur-
pose, namely, to maintain a civil society by punishing 
those who do evil and commending those who do 
good (v. 14). Put differently, God expects Christians to 
be law abiding citizens wherever their sojourn takes 
them. 

In verse 15, Peter parenthetically explains the reason 
behind his instructions. It is because God chooses to 
vindicate those against whom false charges are 
made—in this case, charges to the effect that Chris-
tians are bad citizens because they choose not to par-
ticipate in a variety of social functions involving pagan 
deities. Peter has in mind what he mentions in 2:12. 
One commentator explains: What must be ‘silenced’  
[phimoun] is the loose talk implied by the term 
[katalalousin, i.e., spoken accusations] of that verse. 
Peter’s confidence is that the good works of Christian 
believers will transform such slander into glorification 
and the praise of God on the day of visitation, but his 
best hope short of that is to shut the mouths of those 
who make trouble for the Christians (cf. Jesus ‘putting 
to silence’ the Sadducees in Matt 22:34)” (Michaels, 
127). 

In verses 16-17, Peter picks up the thought of verse 
13 and links it to verse 17. His train of thought tracks 
the following path: “be subject” (v. 13) . . . as free peo-
ple (v. 16) . . . not using your freedom “as a cover 
up” (v. 16) . . . but as slaves of God . . . “show proper 
respect to everyone . . . “(v. 17). He tells his readers to 
“live as free people,” which they are, with one caveat, 
namely, that they don’t abuse their freedom by using 
it as a “cover up for evil” (v. 16). The verse contains a 
striking use of comparison and contrast. On the one 
hand, they are to live as (comparison) free people, but 
(contrast) on the other hand, they are to live as 
(comparison) God’s slaves. One commentator writes: 
“Christians do not have freedom to do wrong! Though 
free in a greater way than anyone apart from Christ 
can ever be, Christians are still in another sense serv-
ants of God or ‘slaves of God’, for they owe him their 
whole lives and their entire beings. True freedom, true 
ability to choose and do what one really wants to do, 
comes paradoxically in entire submission to God as his 
obedient servants” (Wayne Grudem, 1 Peter, TNTC, 
121). He concludes this these inclusive words: “Show 
proper respect to everyone, love the family of believ-
ers, fear God, honor the emperor” (v. 17).   





           

Live as law abiding free people—God’s slaves, who do not use their freedom as a cover-up for evil.     
 

 

 

(Rewrite the Central Message above to personally apply to your own life) 

The “Living Questions” are simple questions we may ask of any text in order to apply the Bible to our life. An-
swer the questions below as personally as you can.  

1. What does this passage teach me about God? 

 

 

 

 

2. What does this passage teach me about myself? 

 

 

 

 

3. What does this passage lead me to do? 

 

 

 

 



   

Earn 1 KidPIX Token by completing the 
CENTRALKids Bible Study on this page 
and another token by memorizing and 
reciting the memory verse for this week. 
Questions: kids@wearecentral.org 

______ I completed my Bible Study 

______ I memorized this week’s verse 

______ I brought my Bible to church 

______ I brought a friend 

 

During the three minutes I was in the toddler area last Sunday, the Lord showed me what complete lawlessness 
would ensue if He left us to our own devices. One child considered another child’s head target practice as he chucked 
a plastic toy, another child had a meltdown over the type of snack being served and the alarms sounded with an ur-
gent potty-training emergency. Anyone who challenges the fact that we’re born with a sin nature clearly hasn’t been 
around toddlers. The very nature of sin is self-rule, and like toddlers, our rebelliousness wrestles to come out when 
others exert their authority over us. In the parenting world it’s so much easier for us to lay down our God-given au-
thority and let our kids run amok. However, part of our responsibility is to help our kids learn how to acknowledge, 
obey and submit to the authority of God and other people in charge by first acknowledging, obeying and submitting 
to us. Even when it’s not fair, they don’t like it or they wouldn’t make the same decisions we did, our kids need to 
know how to submit to proper authority, and that starts at home. We teach our children to gracefully accept authority 
by modeling submission ourselves. How do you speak about others in authority, like your boss or the current presi-
dent? Do you acknowledge and obey rules or laws that don’t make sense? Do you require your children to respect 
your authority or let them go their own way? This week, give some thought to how you respond to or exercise author-
ity and ask God to help you honor Him. We’re praying for you! 

  

I treat others better than myself. 

 

“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth  
into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.”  

Read 1 Peter 2:13-17 

1. To whom should we submit? 
2. What effect will doing good 
have on others? 
3. How does Peter suggest the 
readers live their lives? 

How does submitting to people 
in authority honor the Lord? 
  
  

Rewrite verse 17 and offer 3-5 
examples for each of the four 
instructions listed. Which of 
these four do you do well? 
Which do you need to work on?  
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Authority of the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 
I believe the Bible is the Word of God and has 
the right to command my belief and action. 
Church (Ephesians 4:15-16) 
I believe the church is God's primary way to 
accomplish His purposes on earth today. 
Eternity (John 14:1-4) 
I believe there is a heaven and a hell and that 
Jesus Christ is returning to judge the earth and 
to establish His eternal kingdom. 
The Holy Spirit (Romans 8:9) 
I believe the Holy Spirit convicts, calls,  
converts and changes me as a child of God. 
Humanity (John 3:16) 
I believe all people are loved by God and need 
Jesus Christ as their Savior. 
Identity in Christ (John 1:12) 
I believe I am significant because of my 
position as a child of God. 
Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:1-4) 
I believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God who 
became man, died for sinners and rose from the 
dead. 
Life Purpose (Acts 20:24) 
I believe I am a steward of God’s resources and 
have been redeemed to participate in His King-
dom purposes for His glory. 
Personal God (Psalm 121:1-2) 
I believe God is involved in and cares about my 
daily life. 
Salvation by Grace (Ephesians 2:8-9) 
I believe a person comes into a right relation-
ship with God by His grace, through faith in 
Jesus Christ. 

  

 
  

Love (1 John 4:10-12) 
I sacrificially and unconditionally love and 
forgive others. 
Joy (John 15:11) 
I have inner contentment and purpose in spite 
of my circumstances. 
Peace (Philippians 4:6-7) 
I am free from anxiety because things are right 
between God, myself and others. 
Patience (Proverbs 14:29) 
I take a long time to overheat and endure pa-
tiently under the unavoidable pressures of life. 
Kindness/Goodness  
I choose to do the right things in my relation-
ships with others 

Faithfulness (Proverbs 3:3-4) 
I have established a good name with God and 
with others based on my long-term loyalty to 
those relationships. 
Gentleness (Philippians 4:5) 
I am thoughtful, considerate and calm in 
dealing with others. 
Self-Control (Titus 2:11-13) 
I have the power, through Christ, to control 
myself. 
Grace (Colossians 3:13) 
I demonstrate forgiveness, mercy and gener-
osity to others, even when they have offended 
me. 
Hope (1 Peter 1:3-5) 
I have a growing anticipation of God’s prom-
ises and my secure eternity with Him. 
Humility (Philippians 2:3-4) 
I choose to esteem others above myself. 

  

Bible Study (Hebrews 4:12) 
I study the Bible to know God, the truth, and 
to find direction for my daily life. 
Biblical Community (Acts 2:44-47) 
I fellowship with other Christians to accom-
plish God's purposes in my life, others' lives, 
and in the world. 
Compassion (Psalm 82:3-4) 
I seek to serve the last, the least and the lost 
in my community. 
Disciple-Making (2 Timothy 2:2) 
I multiply godly beliefs, virtues and practices 
in others to encourage their spiritual growth 
in Christ.  
Evangelism (Acts 1:8) 
I share Jesus with others through personal 
proclamation and demonstration of the   
gospel. 
Generosity (2 Corinthians 9:6-11) 
I gladly give my resources to fulfill God’s 
purposes.  
Prayer (Psalm 66:16-20) 
I pray to God to know Him, to lay my request 
before Him and to find direction for my daily 
life. 
Single-Mindedness (Matthew 6:33) 
I focus on God and His priorities for my life. 
Spiritual Gifts (Romans 12:4-6) 
I know and use my spiritual gifts to accom-
plish God's purposes. 
Worship (Psalm 95:1-7) 
I worship God for who He is and what He has 
done for me. 
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