
“Life on the Rock” 
1 Peter 2:4-10 

                      
I believe the church is 
God’s primary way to 

accomplish his purposes 
on earth today.  

 
“Instead, speaking the truth 

in love, we will grow to 
become in every respect the 
mature body of him who is 

the head, that is, Christ. 
From him the whole body, 
joined and held together by 
every supporting ligament, 

grows and builds itself up in 
love, as each part does its 

work.”     



Read 1 Peter 2:4-10 

4 As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by 

humans but chosen by God and precious to him— 5 you 

also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual 

house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices 

acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For in Scripture 

it says: 

“See, I lay a stone in Zion, 

         a chosen and precious cornerstone, 

and the one who trusts in him 

         will never be put to shame.” 

7 Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to 

those who do not believe, 

“The stone the builders rejected 

         has become the cornerstone,” 

8 and, 

“A stone that causes people to stumble 

         and a rock that makes them fall.” 

They stumble because they disobey the message—which is 

also what they were destined for. 

9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a 

holy nation, God’s special possession, that you may de-

clare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into 

his wonderful light. 10 Once you were not a people, but 

now you are the people of God; once you had not received 

mercy, but now you have received mercy. 

 

  

 

  

 

After reading the text, practice your Observation 
skills by noting the following: 

• Circle “him” in v. 4. 

• Highlight “Stone, “chosen,” and “precious” in 
vv. 4, 6.  

• Box “but” indicating contrast in vv. 4, 7, 10 (2x). 

• Box “like” indicating comparison in v. 5. 

• Underline “spiritual house,” “holy priesthood,” 
and “spiritual sacrifices” in v. 5. 

• Circle “cornerstone” in vv. 6, 7. 

• Circle “never” in v. 6. 

• Bracket “put to shame” in v. 6. 

• Circle “precious” in v. 7. 

• Bracket “which is also what they were destined 
for” in v. 8. 

• Double underline “chosen people,” “royal priest-
hood,” “holy nation,” and “God’s special posses-
sion” in v. 9. 

• Box “that” indicating purpose in v. 9.  

• Bracket “people of God” in v. 10. 

What one word would you use to describe the TONE 
of this passage? (i.e., stern, joyful, cautious, etc.) 
 

 

What word or idea stands out to you in this passage? 

 

 

?  

 

 

Try to summarize the THEME of this passage in one 

word. If you were going to describe these verses, you 

might say, “This text is about ________________.” 



1. Peter’s readers “come to him.” Who are they coming to and why?    

  

 

2. The metaphor “living Stone”—to whom or what does it refer, and why use “living” to describe it?  

 

 

 

3. Explain the contrast between the dashes in verse 4.  

 

 

 

4. God is building what out of what for what purpose?  

 

 

 

5. Describe a few “spiritual sacrifices” you have offered to God as a believer priest. 

 

 

6. Peter quotes Isaiah 28:16 to confirm what about the Stone? (See vv. 4-5.) 

 

 

 

7. Peter quotes Psalm 118:22 and Isaiah 8:14 to contrast his readers’ relationship to the Stone with unbelievers’ 
relationship to him. Explain the contrast.  

 

 

 

8. Those who do not believe (v. 7) “stumble because they disobey the message” (v. 8). They were “destined” for 
what exactly?  

 

 

9. God has a purpose for his people (cf. “that,” v. 9). What is it? 

 

 

10. Discussion: Adapt Peter’s language in verse 10 to complete your personal expression: “Once I was not 
_______, but now I am _______. Once I had not _______, but now I have _______.”  







           

As believers grow in the Lord, they are being built into a temple of priests to offer spiritual sacrifices and to 
make known God’s excellencies as his chosen people, royal priesthood, holy nation, and special possession.     

 
 

 

(Rewrite the Central Message above to personally apply to your own life) 

The “Living Questions” are simple questions we may ask of any text in order to apply the Bible to our life. An-
swer the questions below as personally as you can.  

1. What does this passage teach me about God? 

 

 

 

 

2. What does this passage teach me about myself? 

 

 

 

 

3. What does this passage lead me to do? 

 

 

 

 



   

Earn 1 KidPIX Token by completing the 
CENTRALKids Bible Study on this page 
and another token by memorizing and 
reciting the memory verse for this week. 
Questions: kids@wearecentral.org 

______ I completed my Bible Study 

______ I memorized this week’s verse 

______ I brought my Bible to church 

______ I brought a friend 

 

My 10-year-old son was in the car with a bunch of friends riding to a birthday party when one kid kept telling him 
to watch Five Nights at Freddy’s on his phone. My son repeatedly refused while this boy got more and more aggressive, 
eventually shoving the phone in his face despite being told no. Peer pressure is a very real thing, even for our young 
kids. We often think of peer pressure in terms of the big stuff that happens in high school or college, but it starts much 
earlier than that. Just hang out with a 2-year-old who wants you to play with a particular toy and you’ll experience the 
tyrannic pressure of, “Do it! Do it now! Do it my way!” One way to combat peer pressure is to surround yourself with 
like-minded friends that are believers in Christ. These friends will lock arms with you, helping you plant your feet on 
the firm foundation of truth. They will stand alongside you, forming a strong wall that will help defend against the 
constant barrage of poison arrows. These friends are priceless treasures! It’s our job as parents to gently guide the 
bonds of friendship with our elementary kids. We can help by actively participating in a home group with kids 
around the same age, committing to Wednesday evening church activities that help build your child’s community, or 
intentionally creating space to invite and encourage these kids to spend time in your home. One of the true benefits of 
being a Christian is the like-minded community we’re privileged to surround ourselves with. How can you foster this 
community for your child?  

  

I believe I am special because I am a child of God.    

 

“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth  
into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.”  

Read 1 Peter 2:4-10 

1. What does Peter say the living 
stones are being built into? 
2. What does Peter say about the 
Stone for those who believe and 
those who do not believe?  
3. How did God call believers 
and how did that change their 
identity? 

What spiritual sacrifices can you 
offer to God?  
  
  

Plant a quick growing sprout or 
bean seed and watch how it 
grows and changes this week. 
How is that like how God 
grows and changes us? 
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Authority of the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 
I believe the Bible is the Word of God and has 
the right to command my belief and action. 
Church (Ephesians 4:15-16) 
I believe the church is God's primary way to 
accomplish His purposes on earth today. 
Eternity (John 14:1-4) 
I believe there is a heaven and a hell and that 
Jesus Christ is returning to judge the earth and 
to establish His eternal kingdom. 
The Holy Spirit (Romans 8:9) 
I believe the Holy Spirit convicts, calls,  
converts and changes me as a child of God. 
Humanity (John 3:16) 
I believe all people are loved by God and need 
Jesus Christ as their Savior. 
Identity in Christ (John 1:12) 
I believe I am significant because of my 
position as a child of God. 
Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:1-4) 
I believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God who 
became man, died for sinners and rose from the 
dead. 
Life Purpose (Acts 20:24) 
I believe I am a steward of God’s resources and 
have been redeemed to participate in His King-
dom purposes for His glory. 
Personal God (Psalm 121:1-2) 
I believe God is involved in and cares about my 
daily life. 
Salvation by Grace (Ephesians 2:8-9) 
I believe a person comes into a right relation-
ship with God by His grace, through faith in 
Jesus Christ. 

  

 
  

Love (1 John 4:10-12) 
I sacrificially and unconditionally love and 
forgive others. 
Joy (John 15:11) 
I have inner contentment and purpose in spite 
of my circumstances. 
Peace (Philippians 4:6-7) 
I am free from anxiety because things are right 
between God, myself and others. 
Patience (Proverbs 14:29) 
I take a long time to overheat and endure pa-
tiently under the unavoidable pressures of life. 
Kindness/Goodness  
I choose to do the right things in my relation-
ships with others 

Faithfulness (Proverbs 3:3-4) 
I have established a good name with God and 
with others based on my long-term loyalty to 
those relationships. 
Gentleness (Philippians 4:5) 
I am thoughtful, considerate and calm in 
dealing with others. 
Self-Control (Titus 2:11-13) 
I have the power, through Christ, to control 
myself. 
Grace (Colossians 3:13) 
I demonstrate forgiveness, mercy and gener-
osity to others, even when they have offended 
me. 
Hope (1 Peter 1:3-5) 
I have a growing anticipation of God’s prom-
ises and my secure eternity with Him. 
Humility (Philippians 2:3-4) 
I choose to esteem others above myself. 

  

Bible Study (Hebrews 4:12) 
I study the Bible to know God, the truth, and 
to find direction for my daily life. 
Biblical Community (Acts 2:44-47) 
I fellowship with other Christians to accom-
plish God's purposes in my life, others' lives, 
and in the world. 
Compassion (Psalm 82:3-4) 
I seek to serve the last, the least and the lost 
in my community. 
Disciple-Making (2 Timothy 2:2) 
I multiply godly beliefs, virtues and practices 
in others to encourage their spiritual growth 
in Christ.  
Evangelism (Acts 1:8) 
I share Jesus with others through personal 
proclamation and demonstration of the   
gospel. 
Generosity (2 Corinthians 9:6-11) 
I gladly give my resources to fulfill God’s 
purposes.  
Prayer (Psalm 66:16-20) 
I pray to God to know Him, to lay my request 
before Him and to find direction for my daily 
life. 
Single-Mindedness (Matthew 6:33) 
I focus on God and His priorities for my life. 
Spiritual Gifts (Romans 12:4-6) 
I know and use my spiritual gifts to accom-
plish God's purposes. 
Worship (Psalm 95:1-7) 
I worship God for who He is and what He has 
done for me. 
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