
Happiness and joy have much in com-
mon. Both are positive emotions; both are 
welcomed emotions. Happy, joyous occa-
sions are usually the ones captured in the 
pictures we put on prominent display in our 
homes and carry with us—pictures of people 
who fill us with happiness and bring us joy, 
pictures of weddings, of children and grand-
children, pictures of graduation ceremonies, 
of anniversary celebrations, of retirement 
parties, and pictures of family get-togethers 
and family go togethers. However, happiness 
and joy are not the same; they are not synon-
ymous. Still, the difference between them is 
difficult to put into words. Perhaps the Scot-
tish expression, “Better felt than telt” applies 
here. We sense there is a difference between 
them but find it hard to put that difference 
into words.  

1 Peter 1:6 indicates that joy and grief can 
be experienced simultaneously. Peter writes: 
“In all this you greatly rejoice, though now 
for a little while you may have had to suffer 
grief in all kinds of trials.” Whereas I suspect 
that happiness and grief cannot; the one, 
grief, precludes the other, happiness. Put 
differently, joy seems to be immune to nega-
tive circumstances in a way that happiness is 
not—happiness being more subject to tem-
poral circumstances. Good news makes a 
person happy and joyful; bad news robs that 
one of their happiness but not necessarily of 
their joy. The apostle Peter doesn’t expect his 
readers to be happy about their suffering, but 
he does commend them for being joyful in 
the midst of it. Consider, as well, Paul’s com-
mendation of the Thessalonians: “You be-
came imitators of us and of the Lord, for you 
welcomed the message in the midst of severe 
suffering with the joy given by the Holy Spir-
it” (1Th 1:6). Consider, too, the writer to the 
Hebrews’ commendation of his readers: 
“You suffered along with those in prison and 

joyfully accepted the confiscation of your property, 
because you knew that you yourselves had 
better and lasting possessions” (10:34).  

Perhaps it’s joy’s inoculation with hope 
that makes it immune to the dire vicissitudes 
of life. In Romans 12:12. Paul tells his readers 
to “be joyful in hope,” suggesting that hope 
makes joy possible. Hope raises believers 
above the circumstances of life, making their 
joy impervious to whatever comes their way. 
And in the context of 1 Peter 1:3-9, it certainly 
appears that it is the hope of an inheritance 
consisting in the fulness of salvation to be 
revealed when Jesus comes that enables be-
lievers to experience grief and joy simultane-
ously. 

No one should live a miserable life, de-
void of joy and hope, and no one has to. Both 
are found in a saving relationship to Jesus 
Christ. Joy is a fruit of the Spirit who indwells 
every Christ follower. Paul writes: “But the 
fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbear-
ance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentle-
ness and self-control. Against such things 
there is no law” (Gal 5:22-23). And justifica-
tion through faith in Jesus Christ entails hope. 
Again Paul writes: “At one time we too were 
foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved 
by all kinds of passions and pleasures. We 
lived in malice and envy, being hated and 
hating one another. 4 But when the kind-
ness and love of God our Savior appeared, 
5 he saved us, not because of righteous things 
we had done, but because of his mercy. He 
saved us through the washing of rebirth and 
renewal by the Holy Spirit, 6 whom he 
poured out on us generously through Jesus 
Christ our Savior, 7 so that, having been justi-
fied by his grace, we might become heirs having 
the hope of eternal life” (Tit 3:3-7)—in which 
“we boast” (Ro 5:2).    

“Salvation Joy” 
1 Peter 1:6-9 

                      
I have inner contentment 

and purpose in spite of my 
circumstances.  

 
“I have told you this so that 
my joy may be in you and 

that your joy may be      
complete.”     



Read 1 Peter 1:6-9 

6 In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little 

while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of tri-

als. 7 These have come so that the proven genuineness of 

your faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes 

even though refined by fire—may result in praise, glory 

and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8 Though you 

have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do 

not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an 

inexpressible and glorious joy, 9 for you are receiving the 

end result of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 

 

Read in other translations 

6 In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a 

little while, if necessary, you have been distressed 

by various trials, 7 so that the proof of your 

faith, being more precious than gold which is perisha-

ble, even though tested by fire, may be found to result in 

praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus 

Christ; 8 and though you have not seen Him, you love 

Him, and though you do not see Him now, but believe in 

Him, you greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of 

glory, 9 obtaining as the outcome of your faith the salva-

tion of your souls. (NASB 1995) 

 
6 This brings you great joy, although you may have to 

suffer for a short time in various trials. 7 Such trials show 

the proven character of your faith, which is much more 

valuable than gold—gold that is tested by fire, even 

though it is passing away—and will bring praise and glo-

ry and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8 You have 

not seen him, but you love him. You do not see him now 

but you believe in him, and so you rejoice with an inde-

scribable and glorious joy, 9 because you are attaining the 

goal of your faith—the salvation of your souls. (NET) 

 

After reading the text, practice your Observation 
skills by noting the following: 

• Circle “all this” in v. 6.  

• Circle “rejoice” in v. 6. 

• Bracket “may have had” in v. 6. 

• Circle “suffer grief” in v. 6. 

• Bracket “all kinds of trials” in v. 6. 

• Box “so that” indicating purpose in v. 7. 

• Underline “praise,” “glory,” and “honor” in v. 7. 

• Circle “now” in v. 8. 

• Circle “joy” v. 8. 

• Circle “souls” in v. 8. 

What one word would you use to describe the TONE 
of this passage? (i.e., stern, joyful, cautious, etc.) 
 

 

 

What word or idea stands out to you in this passage? 

 

 

 

?  

 

 

 

Try to summarize the THEME of this passage in one 

word. If you were going to describe these verses, you 

might say, “This text is about ________________.” 



1. Peter writes, “In all this.” To what does “all this” refer? 

 

 

2. Peter’s readers “greatly rejoice” (v. 6a) and they “suffer grief” (v. 6b). Describe the temporal relationship of the 
two. 

 

 

3. Peter’s readers “suffer grief.” List what he says about their experience (v. 6b).  

 

 

 

4. They suffer “all kinds of trials.” To what is he referring?  

 

 

 
5. Summarize the purpose served by the kaleidoscope of trials believers face.  

 

 

 

6. Explain Peter’s comparison of genuine faith to pure gold.  

 

 

 

7. Who is destined to receive “praise, glory and honor” when Jesus is revealed? 

 

 

8. To Peter’s words in verse 8, we can all say “Amen.” But what’s his point?  

 

 

 

9. What does Peter mean by “souls”? Are our bodies not saved as well? Explain. 

  

 

 

10. Discussion: Peter’s doxology continues. Talk about why believing in Jesus fills you with “inexpressible and 
glorious joy.”    







           

Rejoice because God is using all kinds of trials to refine your faith and because you  
are now progressively receiving the end result of your love and faith in Jesus.    

 
 

 

(Rewrite the Central Message above to personally apply to your own life) 

The “Living Questions” are simple questions we may ask of any text in order to apply the Bible to our life. An-
swer the questions below as personally as you can.  

1. What does this passage teach me about God? 

 

 

 

 

2. What does this passage teach me about myself? 

 

 

 

 

3. What does this passage lead me to do? 
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______ I completed my Bible Study 

______ I memorized this week’s verse 

______ I brought my Bible to church 

______ I brought a friend 

 

We begin our parenting journey when our darling little babies land in our arms and we’re ridiculously over-
whelmed with love. These little nuggets grow and continue to delight us with their ability to become little hu-
mans so quickly. Then somewhere along the preschool years, they begin to pick up habits or tendencies that are 
a healthy dose of annoying, like saying “poop” at literally everything or imitating the most irritating PBS char-
acter in the history of the world, Caillou. We find ourselves less than delighted with our kids, and honestly, this 
stage couldn’t pass quickly enough. We think if we can just get over this little hump our world will be right 
again and we can take hold of the original joy of parenting. But, just about the time they stop saying “poop” at 
everything, they pick up another little nuance, say snorting like a donkey or spitting water at the dinner table 
for a laugh. It’s difficult, but rather than being frustrated, try to see Jesus in your child and find joy in the silly 
little things that get under your skin. Remember that God picked you to parent this child. Handling the irritat-
ing things your kids do as preschoolers is simply a trial run and practice for handling the hard teen years when 
the irritating things your kids do look much more like slamming doors, hanging out with a sketchy friend group 
or an attitude bigger than the state of Texas. Don’t wait to get through the “stage” to find the joy of parenting; 
see them through the eyes of the Savior, love them deeply and pray for joy today.  

I am happy on the inside no matter what’s happening on the outside. .    

 

“For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to good works,  
which God prepared in advance for us to do.”  

Read 1 Peter 1:6-9 

1. Verse 6 says, “In all this you 
greatly rejoice…” What is “all 
this” referring to? 
2. Why do we suffer grief and 
trials? (v. 7) 
3. What does having a relation-
ship with Jesus fill you with?  

When does salvation start? Do 
you have to wait to experience 
the joy of salvation? 
  
  

We can find joy in hard times 
only by focusing on Jesus. Us-
ing a microscope or magnifying 
glass, investigate some things 
around the house to discover 
the beauty of God’s creation. 
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Authority of the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 
I believe the Bible is the Word of God and has 
the right to command my belief and action. 
Church (Ephesians 4:15-16) 
I believe the church is God's primary way to 
accomplish His purposes on earth today. 
Eternity (John 14:1-4) 
I believe there is a heaven and a hell and that 
Jesus Christ is returning to judge the earth and 
to establish His eternal kingdom. 
The Holy Spirit (Romans 8:9) 
I believe the Holy Spirit convicts, calls,  
converts and changes me as a child of God. 
Humanity (John 3:16) 
I believe all people are loved by God and need 
Jesus Christ as their Savior. 
Identity in Christ (John 1:12) 
I believe I am significant because of my 
position as a child of God. 
Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:1-4) 
I believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God who 
became man, died for sinners and rose from the 
dead. 
Life Purpose (Acts 20:24) 
I believe I am a steward of God’s resources and 
have been redeemed to participate in His King-
dom purposes for His glory. 
Personal God (Psalm 121:1-2) 
I believe God is involved in and cares about my 
daily life. 
Salvation by Grace (Ephesians 2:8-9) 
I believe a person comes into a right relation-
ship with God by His grace, through faith in 
Jesus Christ. 

  

 
  

Love (1 John 4:10-12) 
I sacrificially and unconditionally love and 
forgive others. 
Joy (John 15:11) 
I have inner contentment and purpose in spite 
of my circumstances. 
Peace (Philippians 4:6-7) 
I am free from anxiety because things are right 
between God, myself and others. 
Patience (Proverbs 14:29) 
I take a long time to overheat and endure pa-
tiently under the unavoidable pressures of life. 
Kindness/Goodness  
I choose to do the right things in my relation-
ships with others 

Faithfulness (Proverbs 3:3-4) 
I have established a good name with God and 
with others based on my long-term loyalty to 
those relationships. 
Gentleness (Philippians 4:5) 
I am thoughtful, considerate and calm in 
dealing with others. 
Self-Control (Titus 2:11-13) 
I have the power, through Christ, to control 
myself. 
Grace (Colossians 3:13) 
I demonstrate forgiveness, mercy and gener-
osity to others, even when they have offended 
me. 
Hope (1 Peter 1:3-5) 
I have a growing anticipation of God’s prom-
ises and my secure eternity with Him. 
Humility (Philippians 2:3-4) 
I choose to esteem others above myself. 

  

Bible Study (Hebrews 4:12) 
I study the Bible to know God, the truth, and 
to find direction for my daily life. 
Biblical Community (Acts 2:44-47) 
I fellowship with other Christians to accom-
plish God's purposes in my life, others' lives, 
and in the world. 
Compassion (Psalm 82:3-4) 
I seek to serve the last, the least and the lost 
in my community. 
Disciple-Making (2 Timothy 2:2) 
I multiply godly beliefs, virtues and practices 
in others to encourage their spiritual growth 
in Christ.  
Evangelism (Acts 1:8) 
I share Jesus with others through personal 
proclamation and demonstration of the   
gospel. 
Generosity (2 Corinthians 9:6-11) 
I gladly give my resources to fulfill God’s 
purposes.  
Prayer (Psalm 66:16-20) 
I pray to God to know Him, to lay my request 
before Him and to find direction for my daily 
life. 
Single-Mindedness (Matthew 6:33) 
I focus on God and His priorities for my life. 
Spiritual Gifts (Romans 12:4-6) 
I know and use my spiritual gifts to accom-
plish God's purposes. 
Worship (Psalm 95:1-7) 
I worship God for who He is and what He has 
done for me. 
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