
“Stranger Things” 
1 Peter 1:1-2 

                      
I believe a person comes 
into a right relationship 
with God by his grace, 
through faith in Jesus 

Christ.  
 

“For it is by grace you have 
been saved, through faith—
and this is not from your-

selves, it is the gift of God—
 not by works, so that no one 

can boast.”     



Read 1 Peter 1:1-2 

1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, 

To God’s elect, exiles scattered throughout the provinc-

es of Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithyn-

ia, 2 who have been chosen according to the fore-

knowledge of God the Father, through the sanctifying 

work of the Spirit, to be obedient to Jesus Christ and sprin-

kled with his blood: 

Grace and peace be yours in abundance.  

 

Read in other translations 

1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, 

To those who reside as aliens, scattered through-

out Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, who 

are chosen 2 according to the foreknowledge of God the 

Father, by the sanctifying work of the Spirit, to obey Jesus 

Christ and be sprinkled with His blood: May grace and 

peace be yours in the fullest measure. (NASB 1995) 

 

1 From Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to those tem-

porarily residing abroad (in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, 

the province of Asia, and Bithynia) who are chosen  

2 according to the foreknowledge of God the Father by be-

ing set apart by the Spirit for obedience and for sprin-

kling with Jesus Christ’s blood. May grace and peace be 

yours in full measure! (NET) 

 
 

 

  

 

After reading the text, practice your Observation 
skills by noting the following: 

• Circle “apostle” in v. 1.  

• Underline “God’s elect” in v. 1. 

• Circle “exiles” in v. 1. 

• Circle “scattered” in v. 1. 

• Bracket “Pontus,  Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and 
Bithynia” in v. 1. 

• Circle “chosen” in v. 2. 

• Circle “foreknowledge” in v. 2. 

• Bracket “sanctifying work of the Spirit” in v. 2. 

• Bracket “sprinkled with his blood” in v. 2 

• Underline “grace and peace” in v. 2. 

• Bracket “in abundance” in v. 2.  

What one word would you use to describe the TONE 
of this passage? (i.e., stern, joyful, cautious, etc.) 
 

What word or idea stands out to you in this passage? 

 

?  

 

 

Try to summarize the THEME of this passage in one 

word. If you were going to describe these verses, you 

might say, “This text is about ________________.” 



1. The opening of a New Testament letter typically identifies its sender and its recipients and contains a greeting. 
The sender of 1 Peter is “an apostle of Jesus Christ” (v. 1). So what? 

  

 

2. Peter identifies his readers as parepidēmois, variously translated “exiles” (NIV©2011), “strangers” (NIV©1984), 
and “aliens” (NASB 1995) (see note). In what sense were the readers temporary residents in a foreign place? 

 

 

3. Paul’s ministry extended to certain regions of the provinces Peter mentions. How would people in other re-
gions have heard the gospel (see Acts 2:9-11)?  

 

 

4. Peter’s readers “have been chosen” (v. 2). By whom for what?  

 

 

5. That choice was according to “foreknowledge” (v. 2). So did God choose those whom he knew in advance would 
choose him first? Explain your answer.   

 

 

 

6. Peter’s readers “have been chosen,” and they have experienced “the sanctifying work of the Spirit” (v. 2). 
What did the Spirit do for them and when did he do it? 

 

 

7. Identify the twofold purpose (cf. “to be”) behind the Spirit’s sanctifying work.  

 

 

8. “To be sprinkled with his blood” is a figurative expression based on Ex 24:5-8. (Believers do not have the blood 
of Jesus literally sprinkled on them like the Israelites had the blood of young bulls literally sprinkled on 
them.) Explain the meaning of this figurative expression (see notes). 

 

 

 

9. Paraphrase Peter’s opening greeting—put what it means in your own words.  

 

 

10. Discussion: The spiritual identity of Peter’s readers in Christ is your identity in Christ as well. Talk about 
what you consider most awesome about your identity in Christ.  







           

Christians are his elect, chosen by the Father and sanctified  
by the Spirit to be obedient to the Son.    

 
 

 

(Rewrite the Central Message above to personally apply to your own life) 

The “Living Questions” are simple questions we may ask of any text in order to apply the Bible to our life. An-
swer the questions below as personally as you can.  

1. What does this passage teach me about God? 

 

 

 

 

2. What does this passage teach me about myself? 

 

 

 

 

3. What does this passage lead me to do? 

 

 

 

 



   

Earn 1 KidPIX Token by completing the 
CENTRALKids Bible Study on this page 
and another token by memorizing and 
reciting the memory verse for this week. 
Questions: kids@wearecentral.org 

______ I completed my Bible Study 

______ I memorized this week’s verse 

______ I brought my Bible to church 

______ I brought a friend 

 

There’s something so sweet about picking out baby names. There’s a sense of possibility and promise as you 
wonder what kind of person your child will become. Today, names are chosen for their popularity or how they 
sound, but back in Biblical times they were given more for prophetic meaning. I wonder how the parents of 
Nabal felt as they named their child “fool.” They must have known it was hopeless from the start, but did they 
need to let the world know? And I wonder, did poor Nabal just live up to his name? What about Jabez? Did his 
mom really need an ongoing reminder of his terrible delivery and agonizing birth? Those are things I wanted to 
instantly forget. How sad for us today that we call inept people nimrods, when the name actually means skillful 
hunter. That’s a solid name, but things do get lost in translation. Occasionally, God pulled rank and made name 
changes for some folks — Abram to Abraham, Sarai to Sarah, Jacob to Israel, Levi to Matthew and one of my 
favorite apostles, Simon to Peter. The names changes were clear markers of God establishing a new identity or 
new calling or mission in the life of these people. Brash and impetuous Simon became Peter, the rock on whom 
the church is built. What does your child’s name mean? This week, go on a journey with your child exploring 
extended family names and meanings. While you’re at it, look up the names of God, our faithful and steadfast 
Lord who never changes.  

I believe that I become a child of God though faith in Jesus, not because of anything I do.    

 

“For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to good works,  
which God prepared in advance for us to do.”  

Read 1 Peter 1:1-2 

1. Who wrote this letter and how 
does he identify himself? 
2. Who was the letter written to? 
3. Explain Peter’s mention of 
each person of the Trinity in this 
passage.  

What does it mean to be chosen 
by God? Does this mean some 
are not chosen? 
 
  

Write a letter of encouragement 
to a friend, neighbor or family 
member offering grace and 
peace.  
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Authority of the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 
I believe the Bible is the Word of God and has 
the right to command my belief and action. 
Church (Ephesians 4:15-16) 
I believe the church is God's primary way to 
accomplish His purposes on earth today. 
Eternity (John 14:1-4) 
I believe there is a heaven and a hell and that 
Jesus Christ is returning to judge the earth and 
to establish His eternal kingdom. 
The Holy Spirit (Romans 8:9) 
I believe the Holy Spirit convicts, calls,  
converts and changes me as a child of God. 
Humanity (John 3:16) 
I believe all people are loved by God and need 
Jesus Christ as their Savior. 
Identity in Christ (John 1:12) 
I believe I am significant because of my 
position as a child of God. 
Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:1-4) 
I believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God who 
became man, died for sinners and rose from the 
dead. 
Life Purpose (Acts 20:24) 
I believe I am a steward of God’s resources and 
have been redeemed to participate in His King-
dom purposes for His glory. 
Personal God (Psalm 121:1-2) 
I believe God is involved in and cares about my 
daily life. 
Salvation by Grace (Ephesians 2:8-9) 
I believe a person comes into a right relation-
ship with God by His grace, through faith in 
Jesus Christ. 

  

 
  

Love (1 John 4:10-12) 
I sacrificially and unconditionally love and 
forgive others. 
Joy (John 15:11) 
I have inner contentment and purpose in spite 
of my circumstances. 
Peace (Philippians 4:6-7) 
I am free from anxiety because things are right 
between God, myself and others. 
Patience (Proverbs 14:29) 
I take a long time to overheat and endure pa-
tiently under the unavoidable pressures of life. 
Kindness/Goodness  
I choose to do the right things in my relation-
ships with others 

Faithfulness (Proverbs 3:3-4) 
I have established a good name with God and 
with others based on my long-term loyalty to 
those relationships. 
Gentleness (Philippians 4:5) 
I am thoughtful, considerate and calm in 
dealing with others. 
Self-Control (Titus 2:11-13) 
I have the power, through Christ, to control 
myself. 
Grace (Colossians 3:13) 
I demonstrate forgiveness, mercy and gener-
osity to others, even when they have offended 
me. 
Hope (1 Peter 1:3-5) 
I have a growing anticipation of God’s prom-
ises and my secure eternity with Him. 
Humility (Philippians 2:3-4) 
I choose to esteem others above myself. 

  

Bible Study (Hebrews 4:12) 
I study the Bible to know God, the truth, and 
to find direction for my daily life. 
Biblical Community (Acts 2:44-47) 
I fellowship with other Christians to accom-
plish God's purposes in my life, others' lives, 
and in the world. 
Compassion (Psalm 82:3-4) 
I seek to serve the last, the least and the lost 
in my community. 
Disciple-Making (2 Timothy 2:2) 
I multiply godly beliefs, virtues and practices 
in others to encourage their spiritual growth 
in Christ.  
Evangelism (Acts 1:8) 
I share Jesus with others through personal 
proclamation and demonstration of the   
gospel. 
Generosity (2 Corinthians 9:6-11) 
I gladly give my resources to fulfill God’s 
purposes.  
Prayer (Psalm 66:16-20) 
I pray to God to know Him, to lay my request 
before Him and to find direction for my daily 
life. 
Single-Mindedness (Matthew 6:33) 
I focus on God and His priorities for my life. 
Spiritual Gifts (Romans 12:4-6) 
I know and use my spiritual gifts to accom-
plish God's purposes. 
Worship (Psalm 95:1-7) 
I worship God for who He is and what He has 
done for me. 
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