
“Darkness in Light Clothing” 
2 Corinthians 11:12-15 

I believe the Bible is the 
Word of God and has the 

right to command my 
belief and action.  

“All Scripture is God-
breathed and is useful for 

teaching, rebuking, correct-
ing and training in right-

eousness, so that the servant 
of God may be thoroughly 
equipped for every good 

work.”     



Read 2 Corinthians 11:12-15 

12 And I will keep on doing what I am doing in order 

to cut the ground from under those who want an oppor-

tunity to be considered equal with us in the things they 

boast about. 13 For such people are false apos-

tles, deceitful workers, masquerading as apostles of 

Christ. 14 And no wonder, for Satan himself masquerades 

as an angel of light. 15 It is not surprising, then, if his 

servants also masquerade as servants of righteousness. 

Their end will be what their actions deserve.  

 

Read in another translation 

12 And what I am doing I will continue to do, so that I 

may eliminate any opportunity for those who want a 

chance to be regarded as our equals in the things they 

boast about. 13 For such people are false apostles, deceit-

ful workers, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ.  

14 And no wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an 

angel of light. 15 Therefore it is not surprising his serv-

ants also disguise themselves as servants of righteousness, 

whose end will correspond to their actions. (NET)  

 

 

  

 

After reading the text, practice your Observation 
skills by noting the following: 

• Bracket “what I am doing” in v. 12 

• Box “in order to” indicating purpose in v. 12. 

• Circle “masquerading” in v. 13, “masquerades” 
in v. 14, and “masquerade in v. 15. 

• Bracket “angel of light” in v. 14. 

• Circle “his servants” in v. 15. 

What one word would you use to describe the TONE 
of this passage? (i.e., stern, joyful, cautious, etc.) 
 

What word or idea stands out to you in this passage? 

 

?  

 

 

Try to summarize the THEME of this passage in one 

word. If you were going to describe these verses, you 

might say, “This text is about ________________.” 



1. Read 2 Corinthians 11:4. Explain what Paul’s opponents in Corinth are doing. 

 

 

2. Read 11:3. Explain the effect his opponents’ actions are having on the church.  

 

 

3. Read 11:4 again. The Corinthian Christians were tolerant to a fault. How so? 

 

 

 

4. Read 11:5. Paul uses irony when he calls his opponents “super-apostles.” How so? 

 

 

 

5. Paul says he will keep on doing what he is doing. What is he doing?      

 

 

 

6. Explain why Paul is going to continue doing what he is doing (note “in order to”).  

 

 

 

7. Identify the “false apostles” (v. 13) to whom Paul refers (see v. 5).   

 

 

8. It comes as no surprise that Paul’s opponents are deceivers. Why not?  

 

 

 

9. Satan masquerades as “an angel of light.” What hides behind his mask? 

 

 

 

10. Discussion: Talk about how Christians can recognize those who present themselves as ministers of Christ 
who are actually ministers of Satan.  





v. 12 what I am doing   “If it is a sin to 
preach the gospel free of charge, accepting no sti-
pend (11:7), then it is one of which Paul is proud, and 
he will continue to boast about it . . . His boast is that 
he proclaims the gospel free of charge (1Cor 9:15-18), 
and their complaints will not cause him to modify 
his firm policy” (David E. Garland, 2 Corinthians, 
NAC, 479). “Paul restates the assertion he made in v. 
9b, but in slightly different terms; And what I do I will 
continue to do, i.e. refrain from placing any financial 
burdens upon the Corinthians” (Colin G. Kruse, 2 
Corinthians, TNTC, 189). 

v. 12 in order to     Paul explains his 
refusal to relent and accept remuneration from the 
Corinthians. “Like wandering preachers of the day 
(see note on v. 8), the intruders at Corinth had appar-
ently received some remuneration for their instruc-
tion. Regarding themselves as in some sense apos-
tles, they probably felt fully within their rights in 
accepting or even demanding appropriate wages; 
this validated their apostleship. But Paul’s stance 
was an acute embarrassment to them, for they could 
not boast as he did about preaching a message gratu-
itously. This, then, was Paul’s motive for persisting 
in his longstanding policy—to deprive his opponents 
of the opportunity they longed for so they might 
boast that they were working at Corinth on precisely 
the same terms he had been. He hoped his financial 
independence would highlight his rivals’ financial 
dependence and cause the Corinthians to rethink 
their attitude toward him" (Murray J. Harris, “2 Co-
rinthians,” in The Expositor’s Bible Commentary, vol. 
10, 388). 

v. 13 masquerading . . .    Cf. “disguising”  
(ESV, NET, et al.); “transforming” (NKJV).        
“Essentially they are deceivers, passing themselves 
off as apostles of Christ when they were not, and for 
that reason they deserved the epithet false apos-
tles” (Kruse, 190). “They are frauds. Paul does not 
pinpoint the particulars of their false theology but 
focuses more on their boasting beyond measure. It is 
their demeanor and behavior that reveals them to be 
minister of Satan rather than of righteousness”  
(Garland, 486). “They were self-servers who were the 
true sons of their father Satan, the consummate hyp-
ocrite. They may have been genuine believers. In-
deed they appear to have been. Nevertheless in their 
conduct they were following the example of Satan. 
They perverted the thinking of, and misdirected the

affections of, the Corinthians” (Thomas L. Constable, 
“Notes on 2 Corinthians,” 2023 ed., 156, plano-
biblechapel.org/tcon/notes/pdf/2corinthians.pdf).  

v. 14 angel of light    “Paul may be think-
ing here of Genesis 3 and the deceitfulness of the ser-
pent who ‘enlightened’ Eve. Alternatively there are 
stories in Jewish pseudepigraphical works in which 
the devil or Satan appears as an angel to deceive Eve 
(Life of Adam and Eve 9:1-11:3; Apocalypse of Moses 17:1) 
and the apostle could be using these as an illustra-
tion” (Kruse, 190). “Though in reality he is the prince 
of darkness (cf. Col 1:12-13 and notes)” (The NIV 
Study Bible, note on 2Co 11:14). 

v. 15 his servants    I.e., servants of 
“Satan,” namely, “false apostles, deceitful workers, 
masquerading as apostles of Christ” (v. 13). “God will 
judge them according to their works (5:10) and not 
according to appearances that so easily fool humans. 
When God puts his refining fire to their work, it will 
burnup in a puff of smoke (1 Cor 3:12-15)” (Garland, 
486). 



           

The welfare of fellow believers requires that we point out false teachers,  
who lead others into error, and warn our brothers and sisters to avoid them.    

 
 

 

(Rewrite the Central Message above to personally apply to your own life) 

The “Living Questions” are simple questions we may ask of any text in order to apply the Bible to our life. An-
swer the questions below as personally as you can.  

1. What does this passage teach me about God? 

 

 

 

 

2. What does this passage teach me about myself? 

 

 

 

 

3. What does this passage lead me to do? 

 

 

 

 



   

Earn 1 KidPIX Token by completing the 
CENTRALKids Bible Study on this page 
and another token by memorizing and 
reciting the memory verse for this week. 
Questions: kids@wearecentral.org 

______ I completed my Bible Study 

______ I memorized this week’s verse 

______ I brought my Bible to church 

______ I brought a friend 

 

Thanksgiving through the years has offered lots of life-stage conversations with relatives. For a while, it was preg-
nancy, childbirth, and labor followed by seasons of preschool discipline, elementary extracurriculars and the dreaded 
teenage drivers with car insurance. This year our conversation surrounded bifocal contacts. It was a sad realization of 
where we are on the timeline of life, but time does march on. My cousin’s wife shared how she was challenged in re-
moving her contacts and mentioned a TikTok hack of holding your eyelids a certain way while looking at your nose 
and then squinting while you hop on one foot, or some kind of nonsense like that. We had a hearty laugh as we all 
said, “TikTok’s not real!” Social media is flooded with false messages that our kids are exposed to daily. Our kids are 
growing up in a world that just slightly bends the truth and offers “proof” with an edited or altered video. If they are 
doing this type of truth manipulation with how to remove contacts, what do you think the influencers of this world 
are doing with the biblical message? It’s a masquerade party on the world wide web, and if we don’t teach our kids 
how to filter out the false messages by holding them against the plumbline of God’s Word, we’re doing a great disser-
vice. Help your child understand truth by measuring what you hear against God’s Word. As you open the Bible and 
read and discuss it, plant seeds that will help your kids grow in righteousness. For the love of all things holy, help 
them understand that everything on the internet isn’t real. We’re praying for you! 

I believe the Bible is God’s book that tells me what to believe and do.    

 

“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be 
called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”  

Read 2 Corinthians 11:12-15  

1. Who are “such people?” (See 2 
Corinthians 11:4,12) 
2. What does Satan masquerade 
as? 
3. What do Satan’s servants mas-
querade as?  

What do you think the end that 
Paul mentions in verse 15 is re-
ferring to? 
 
  

We can judge all things as true 
by what the Bible says. Based 
on stories from the Bible, make 
up a game of True/False to play 
as a family.  
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Authority of the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 
I believe the Bible is the Word of God and has 
the right to command my belief and action. 
Church (Ephesians 4:15-16) 
I believe the church is God's primary way to 
accomplish His purposes on earth today. 
Eternity (John 14:1-4) 
I believe there is a heaven and a hell and that 
Jesus Christ is returning to judge the earth and 
to establish His eternal kingdom. 
The Holy Spirit (Romans 8:9) 
I believe the Holy Spirit convicts, calls,  
converts and changes me as a child of God. 
Humanity (John 3:16) 
I believe all people are loved by God and need 
Jesus Christ as their Savior. 
Identity in Christ (John 1:12) 
I believe I am significant because of my 
position as a child of God. 
Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:1-4) 
I believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God who 
became man, died for sinners and rose from the 
dead. 
Life Purpose (Acts 20:24) 
I believe I am a steward of God’s resources and 
have been redeemed to participate in His King-
dom purposes for His glory. 
Personal God (Psalm 121:1-2) 
I believe God is involved in and cares about my 
daily life. 
Salvation by Grace (Ephesians 2:8-9) 
I believe a person comes into a right relation-
ship with God by His grace, through faith in 
Jesus Christ. 

  

 
  

Love (1 John 4:10-12) 
I sacrificially and unconditionally love and 
forgive others. 
Joy (John 15:11) 
I have inner contentment and purpose in spite 
of my circumstances. 
Peace (Philippians 4:6-7) 
I am free from anxiety because things are right 
between God, myself and others. 
Patience (Proverbs 14:29) 
I take a long time to overheat and endure pa-
tiently under the unavoidable pressures of life. 
Kindness/Goodness  
I choose to do the right things in my relation-
ships with others 

Faithfulness (Proverbs 3:3-4) 
I have established a good name with God and 
with others based on my long-term loyalty to 
those relationships. 
Gentleness (Philippians 4:5) 
I am thoughtful, considerate and calm in 
dealing with others. 
Self-Control (Titus 2:11-13) 
I have the power, through Christ, to control 
myself. 
Grace (Colossians 3:13) 
I demonstrate forgiveness, mercy and gener-
osity to others, even when they have offended 
me. 
Hope (1 Peter 1:3-5) 
I have a growing anticipation of God’s prom-
ises and my secure eternity with Him. 
Humility (Philippians 2:3-4) 
I choose to esteem others above myself. 

  

Bible Study (Hebrews 4:12) 
I study the Bible to know God, the truth, and 
to find direction for my daily life. 
Biblical Community (Acts 2:44-47) 
I fellowship with other Christians to accom-
plish God's purposes in my life, others' lives, 
and in the world. 
Compassion (Psalm 82:3-4) 
I seek to serve the last, the least and the lost 
in my community. 
Disciple-Making (2 Timothy 2:2) 
I multiply godly beliefs, virtues and practices 
in others to encourage their spiritual growth 
in Christ.  
Evangelism (Acts 1:8) 
I share Jesus with others through personal 
proclamation and demonstration of the   
gospel. 
Generosity (2 Corinthians 9:6-11) 
I gladly give my resources to fulfill God’s 
purposes.  
Prayer (Psalm 66:16-20) 
I pray to God to know Him, to lay my request 
before Him and to find direction for my daily 
life. 
Single-Mindedness (Matthew 6:33) 
I focus on God and His priorities for my life. 
Spiritual Gifts (Romans 12:4-6) 
I know and use my spiritual gifts to accom-
plish God's purposes. 
Worship (Psalm 95:1-7) 
I worship God for who He is and what He has 
done for me. 
 

The Scrolls Bible Study is a spiritual 
growth resource of Central Bible 

Church, Fort Worth, Texas. 
© 2023 Central Bible Church. 

Material researched, written and 
supervised by Dr. Tom Bulick. 

All Scripture referenced from the 
New International Version unless 
otherwise noted. This resource is 

freely distributed and may be 
copied without permission.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


