
“Stewardship: It’s Not Mine” 
Malachi 3:6-12 

                      
I gladly give my resources 
to fulfill God’s purposes. 

 
“Remember this: Whoever 

sows sparingly will also reap 
sparingly, and whoever sows 

generously will also reap 
generously. Each of you 

should give what you have 
decided in your heart to 

give, not reluctantly or un-
der compulsion, for God 
loves a cheerful giver.”     



Read Malachi 3:6-12 

6 “I the LORD do not change. So you, the descendants of 

Jacob, are not destroyed. 7 Ever since the time of your ances-

tors you have turned away from my decrees and have not kept 

them. Return to me, and I will return to you,” says 

the LORD Almighty. 

“But you ask, ‘How are we to return?’ 

8 “Will a mere mortal rob God? Yet you rob me. 

“But you ask, ‘How are we robbing you?’ 

“In tithes and offerings. 9 You are under a curse—your 

whole nation—because you are robbing me. 10 Bring the 

whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my 

house. Test me in this,” says the LORD Almighty, “and see if 

I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so 

much blessing that there will not be room enough to store 

it. 11 I will prevent pests from devouring your crops, and the 

vines in your fields will not drop their fruit before it is ripe,” 

says the LORD Almighty. 12 “Then all the nations will call 

you blessed, for yours will be a delightful land,” says 

the LORD Almighty  

 

 Read in another translation 

 “Since, I, the LORD, do not go back on my promises, you, 

sons of Jacob, have not perished. 7 From the days of your an-

cestors you have ignored my commandments and have not 

kept them. Return to me, and I will return to you,” says 

the LORD of Heaven’s Armies. “But you say, ‘How should we 

return?’ 8 Can a person rob God? You are indeed robbing 

me, but you say, ‘How are we robbing you?’ In tithes and 

contributions! 9 You are bound for judgment because you are 

robbing me—this whole nation is guilty. 

10 “Bring the entire tithe into the storehouse so that there 

may be food in my temple. Test me in this matter,” says 

the LORD of Heaven’s Armies, “to see if I will not open for 

you the windows of heaven and pour out blessing for you 

until there is no room for it all. 11 Then I will stop the 

plague from ruining your crops, and the vine will not lose its 

fruit before harvest,” says the LORD of Heaven’s Ar-

mies. 12 “All nations will call you blessed, for you indeed 

will live in a delightful land,” says the LORD of Heaven’s 

Armies. (NET) 

After reading the text, practice your Observation skills 
by noting the following: 

• Underline “do not change” in v. 6. 

• Box “so” indicating result in v. 6.  

• Circle “destroyed” in v. 6. 

• Circle “decrees” in v. 7. 

• Bracket the rhetorical questions indicating denial 
in vv. 7, 8. 

• Box “yet” indicating contrast in v. 8. 

• Circle “curse” in v. 9. 

• Circle “tithe” in v. 10. 

• Double underline “storehouse” and “house” in 
v. 10. 

• Box “that” indicating purpose/result in v. 10. 

• Next to v. 11 write, “Cf. Dt 28:38-40.” 

• Box “then” indicating temporal connection in v. 12. 

• Circle “blessed” in v. 12. 

• Highlight v. 6a  

What one word would you use to describe the TONE of 
this passage? (i.e., stern, joyful, cautious, etc.) 

 

What word or idea stands out to you in this passage? 

 

 

?  

 

 

Try to summarize the THEME of this passage in one 

word. If you were going to describe these verses, you 

might say, “This text is about ________________.” 



1. What does the fact that the LORD does not change (cf. NET) have to do with the result that Israel is not de-
stroyed? 

 

 

2. The LORD delivers two accusations against his people, Israel. Summarize the first one (v. 7a)—be sure to explain 
the meaning of “decrees.” 

 

 

 

3. Summarize the second accusation (v. 8a)—be sure to explain the meaning of “rob.” 

 

 

 

4. To each accusation the people respond with a rhetorical question (vv. 7b, 8b), which functions as a denial. How 
so?    

 

 

5. Explain the contrast introduced by “yet” in verse 8a.   

 

 

6. Contrast the curse the whole nation was under (v. 9) with the blessing that was promised (v. 11).  

 

 

7. Quantity or quality—describe the problem with Israel’s giving (cf., the problem with Israel’s sacrifices, 1:6-14).   

 

 

 

8. Explain the purpose for tithing mentioned in verse 10a. (See notes on v. 10—tithes and offerings.)   

 

 

 

9. Compare Israel’s purpose for tithing with Christians’ purpose for giving generously. 

 

 
 

10. Discussion: Talk about whether Christians are obligated to bring a tenth of their earnings—gross or net—to 
the church-house and whether their obedience brings the guarantee of financial prosperity.              



The book of Malachi contains six prophetic oracles, 
or what one author calls “disputation speech-
es” (Douglas Stuart, “Malachi,” in The Minor Prophets, 
ed. Thomas E. McComiskey, 1247), which all follow a 
set pattern: assertion, objection, response, and implica-
tion. The fifth one in 3:6-12 is a bit different. The same 
author writes: “The basic structure of this disputation 
once again follows the four-part pattern of the others 
in the book. As in the second disputation (1:6-7), the 
assertion and objection part of the format is presented 
via two assertion—objection sequences rather than 
just one” (1361). The passage may be outlined as fol-
lows: verses 6-7a contain an accusation by the LORD. 
Verse 7b contains Israel’s denial in the form of a rhe-
torical question. Verse 8a contains a second accusa-
tion, and verse 8b a second denial, again in the form of 
a rhetorical question. Verses 9-12 contain the implica-
tion of returning to the LORD in obedience to his com-
mand regarding tithes and offerings.  

The first accusation opens with an encouraging 
word from the LORD, explaining why he has not de-
stroyed his people for turning away from him—past 
and present: “Since, I, the LORD, do not go back on my 
promises, you, sons of Jacob, have not perished” (v. 6, 
NET; cf., Dt 31:16-18; 32:19-20). One commentator ex-
plains: “What this verse does emphasize is the grace 
of God. Israel deserved destruction for its long history 
of breaking the covenant, but instead it had not been 
destroyed. Why? Because God hadn’t changed . . . The 
unchanging God is willing to forgive the changeable 
people who have broken his covenant if they will re-
pent and return to him” (Stuart, 1363). The accusation 
follows in verse 7a. The LORD’s people have turned 
away from him, but if they return to him, he will re-
turn to them.  

Verse 7b contains the people’s first objection. Their 
rhetorical question is no question at all; it’s a denial. 
They feigned ignorance of their waywardness, asking 
in effect, “How are we to return to you, since we have-
n’t turned away from you?” Another commentator 
writes: “This appeal to ignorance concerning their 
misbehavior characterizes the very nature of the peo-
ple’s waywardness and reveals a lack of guilt con-
sciousness. They had no sense of sin” (Pieter A. 
Verhoef, The Books of Haggai and Malachi, NICOT, 302). 

Verse 8a contains a second accusation, which 
comes in the form of a contrast. The implied answer to 
the question, “Will a mere mortal rob God?” is “Of 
course not.” “Yet” introduces the contrast, “Yet you 
rob me.” The unexpected has become a continuous 
reality in the life of God’s people. They are doing the 

unthinkable, the unheard of—they are refusing God 
what belongs to him. Taking something and keeping 
it from its owner is robbery. 

Verse 8b contains the people’s second denial, 
couched in another rhetorical question. Again they 
feigned ignorance, “How are we robbing you?”, re-
vealing a shocking indifference to their transgres-
sions. The LORD’s answer is specific and concrete: “In 
tithes and offerings.” The people were to give 10 per-
cent of their income to the temple for support of 
priests, Levites, temple singers and servants, others 
who had no means of support, and for supplies and 
maintenance. On the matter of the amount, one com-
mentator suggests: “The Levites constituted roughly 
one-twelfth of the population of the nation, and there-
fore required roughly 8.3 percent of the nation’s in-
come if they were to be fully supported by tithes. 
Adding to this the cost of operating and maintaining 
the temple meant that approximately 10 percent of the 
nation’s wealth would be needed for a full worship 
system to proper” (Stuart, 1370). In other words, 10 
percent of the nation’s wealth would be needed for 
the nation to accomplish its mission. Perhaps, this is 
why Christians are encouraged to give generously—
the cost of the church’s mission accomplishment can-
not be calculated in any percentage amount. Chris-
tians must give whatever it takes to accomplish their 
mission.  

Verses 9-12 contain the implication, namely, how 
God will bless them if they return to him by bringing 
their tithes and offering into the storehouse. He will 
lift the curse placed on the nation by restoring an 
abundant harvest of grain and grapes (v. 11), so ulti-
mately, the nations will call Israel blessed. Under the 
old covenant national disobedience brought cursing 
and national obedience brought blessing (see Dt 28). 
God’s promise did not guarantee that every individual 
who tithed would prosper. The passage must be ap-
plied carefully to believers today, as one commentator 
says: “The Mosaic Covenant, with its promises of ma-
terial blessing to Israel for her obedience, is no longer 
in force (Eph. 2:14-15; Rom. 10:4; Heb. 8:13). However, 
the New Testament speaks about generosity and giv-
ing. While not requiring a tithe of believers today, the 
New Testament does speak of God’s blessing on those 
who give generously to the needs of the church and 
especially to those who labor in the Word (Acts 4:31-
35; 2 Cor. 9:6-12; Gal. 6:6; Phil 4:14-19)” (Craig A. 
Blaising, “Malachi,” in The Bible Knowledge Commen-
tary: Old Testament, 1585).            





           

While God’s people under the old covenant were to give tithes and offerings in support of Israel’s  
mission,  his people under the new covenant are to give generously in support of the church’s mission. 

 

 

(Rewrite the Central Message above to personally apply to your own life) 

The “Living Questions” are simple questions we may ask of any text in order to apply the Bible to our life. An-
swer the questions below as personally as you can.  

1. What does this passage teach me about God? 

 

 

 

 

2. What does this passage teach me about myself? 

 

 

 

 

3. What does this passage lead me to do? 

 

 

 

 



   

Earn 1 KidPIX Token by completing the 
CENTRALKids Bible Study on this page 
and another token by memorizing and 
reciting the memory verse for this week. 
Questions: kids@wearecentral.org 

______ I completed my Bible Study 

______ I memorized this week’s verse 

______ I brought my Bible to church 

______ I brought a friend 

 

My mom has a friend who offered her pool to my kids and their friends every summer. This sounds simple, 
but let me tell you what that really meant. She had a beautiful home on the lake with an awesome pool and div-
ing board. Not only did she grant us use of her pool, but she laid out a snack spread fit for a king that included 
everything from Fruit by the Foot, Airheads, Cheetos, Doritos and my favorite, Cheez-Its. She filled her outdoor 
refrigerator with a ridiculous variety of drinks and even set out and filled a slushie machine when she knew we 
were coming. Every summer she and her husband would take time off work to host my kids and their friends 
for a day on the lake complete with tubing and jet skis. We always ended our very special outing with an amaz-
ing cookout and the most delicious homemade chocolate cake. When my kids got old enough, they asked why 
this family was so generous. The answer is simple: Jesus. They recognized the blessings God gave them and 
shared openly and abundantly. This family has always been a model of openhandedness for me. When I want to 
be tight-fisted or cling to things that I think are “mine,” I’m reminded of this family and the way they have so 
generously given to us. Everything we have is a gift from God; I’m praying for your family to be a model of 
openhanded generosity this week. 

.  

I give away my faith, life, money and time to help with God’s work.   
 

“Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged,  
for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.”  

Read Malachi 3:6-12  

1. How were the people robbing 
God? 

2. How did God challenge the 
people? 

3. What does God promise to 
give those who faithfully tithe? 

What does it mean to tithe and 
why is it important? 

Everything you have is a gift 
from God. This week, when you 
get dressed, eat, or play with 
one of your toys, stop and say, 
“Thank you, God for . . . ” 

  



Tom Bulick (M.A. in Educational 
Leadership, Eastern Michigan Uni-
versity, Th.M. in Old Testament, 
and Ph.D. in Bible Exposition, Dal-
las Theological Seminary). For 
more than forty years, Tom has 
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Associate Professor of Religious 
Studies at Trinity Western Univer-
sity (Vancouver, B.C.) from 1986 to 
1998 and Spiritual Formation Pas-
tor at Central Bible Church 
(Arlington, TX) from 1998 to 2022. 
He and his wife Ruth have one son, 
Zach. 
 
Stephanie Thomas (B.B.A Univer-
sity of Texas at Arlington). Stepha-
nie is married to James and they 
have four children: Elijah, Levi, 
Ella and Simon. Stephanie has 
attended Central Bible Church for 
more than 20 years, has been on 
staff since 2014, and now serves as 
Children’s Minister. 

  

Authority of the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 
I believe the Bible is the Word of God and has 
the right to command my belief and action. 
Church (Ephesians 4:15-16) 
I believe the church is God's primary way to 
accomplish His purposes on earth today. 
Eternity (John 14:1-4) 
I believe there is a heaven and a hell and that 
Jesus Christ is returning to judge the earth and 
to establish His eternal kingdom. 
The Holy Spirit (Romans 8:9) 
I believe the Holy Spirit convicts, calls,  
converts and changes me as a child of God. 
Humanity (John 3:16) 
I believe all people are loved by God and need 
Jesus Christ as their Savior. 
Identity in Christ (John 1:12) 
I believe I am significant because of my 
position as a child of God. 
Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:1-4) 
I believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God who 
became man, died for sinners and rose from the 
dead. 
Life Purpose (Acts 20:24) 
I believe I am a steward of God’s resources and 
have been redeemed to participate in His King-
dom purposes for His glory. 
Personal God (Psalm 121:1-2) 
I believe God is involved in and cares about my 
daily life. 
Salvation by Grace (Ephesians 2:8-9) 
I believe a person comes into a right relation-
ship with God by His grace, through faith in 
Jesus Christ. 

  

 
  

Love (1 John 4:10-12) 
I sacrificially and unconditionally love and 
forgive others. 
Joy (John 15:11) 
I have inner contentment and purpose in spite 
of my circumstances. 
Peace (Philippians 4:6-7) 
I am free from anxiety because things are right 
between God, myself and others. 
Patience (Proverbs 14:29) 
I take a long time to overheat and endure pa-
tiently under the unavoidable pressures of life. 
Kindness/Goodness  
I choose to do the right things in my relation-
ships with others 

Faithfulness (Proverbs 3:3-4) 
I have established a good name with God and 
with others based on my long-term loyalty to 
those relationships. 
Gentleness (Philippians 4:5) 
I am thoughtful, considerate and calm in 
dealing with others. 
Self-Control (Titus 2:11-13) 
I have the power, through Christ, to control 
myself. 
Grace (Colossians 3:13) 
I demonstrate forgiveness, mercy and gener-
osity to others, even when they have offended 
me. 
Hope (1 Peter 1:3-5) 
I have a growing anticipation of God’s prom-
ises and my secure eternity with Him. 
Humility (Philippians 2:3-4) 
I choose to esteem others above myself. 

  

Bible Study (Hebrews 4:12) 
I study the Bible to know God, the truth, and 
to find direction for my daily life. 
Biblical Community (Acts 2:44-47) 
I fellowship with other Christians to accom-
plish God's purposes in my life, others' lives, 
and in the world. 
Compassion (Psalm 82:3-4) 
I seek to serve the last, the least and the lost 
in my community. 
Disciple-Making (2 Timothy 2:2) 
I multiply godly beliefs, virtues and practices 
in others to encourage their spiritual growth 
in Christ.  
Evangelism (Acts 1:8) 
I share Jesus with others through personal 
proclamation and demonstration of the   
gospel. 
Generosity (2 Corinthians 9:6-11) 
I gladly give my resources to fulfill God’s 
purposes.  
Prayer (Psalm 66:16-20) 
I pray to God to know Him, to lay my request 
before Him and to find direction for my daily 
life. 
Single-Mindedness (Matthew 6:33) 
I focus on God and His priorities for my life. 
Spiritual Gifts (Romans 12:4-6) 
I know and use my spiritual gifts to accom-
plish God's purposes. 
Worship (Psalm 95:1-7) 
I worship God for who He is and what He has 
done for me. 
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