
“Simplicity: More is Less” 
Luke 12:13-21 

                      
I gladly give my resources 
to fulfill God’s purposes. 

 
“Remember this: Whoever 

sows sparingly will also reap 
sparingly, and whoever sows 

generously will also reap 
generously. Each of you 

should give what you have 
decided in your heart to 

give, not reluctantly or un-
der compulsion, for God 
loves a cheerful giver.”     



Read Luke 12:13-15, the setting 

13 Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell 

my brother to divide the inheritance with me.” 

14 Jesus replied, “Man, who appointed me a judge or 

an arbiter between you?” 15 Then he said to them, “Watch 

out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; life does 

not consist in an abundance of possessions.” 

Luke 12:16-21, the parable 

16 And he told them this parable: “The ground of a 

certain rich man yielded an abundant harvest. 17 He 

thought to himself, ‘What shall I do? I have no place to 

store my crops.’ 

18 “Then he said, ‘This is what I’ll do. I will tear down 

my barns and build bigger ones, and there I will store my 

surplus grain. 19 And I’ll say to myself, “You have plenty 

of grain laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink 

and be merry.”’ 

20 “But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night 

your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get 

what you have prepared for yourself?’ 

21 “This is how it will be with whoever stores up 

things for themselves but is not rich toward God.” 

Cf., another translation 

16 Then he told them a story: “A rich man had a fertile 

farm that produced fine crops. 17 He said to himself, 

‘What should I do? I don’t have room for all my 

crops.’ 18 Then he said, ‘I know! I’ll tear down my barns 

and build bigger ones. Then I’ll have room enough to store 

all my wheat and other goods. 19 And I’ll sit back and say 

to myself, “My friend, you have enough stored away for 

years to come. Now take it easy! Eat, drink, and be mer-

ry!”’ 

20 “But God said to him, ‘You fool! You will die this 

very night. Then who will get everything you worked for?’ 

21 “Yes, a person is a fool to store up earthly wealth 

but not have a rich relationship with God.” (NLT) 

After reading the text, practice your Observation 
skills by noting the following: 

• Highlight vv. 15, 21. 

• Circle “parable” in v. 16.   

• Underline “rich man” in v. 16. 

• Circle “I,” “I’ll,” “my” and “myself” in vv. 17-19. 

• Bracket the rich fool’s words to himself in v. 19. 

• Box “but” indicating contrast in vv. 20, 21. 

• Bracket God’s words to him in v. 20. 

• Circle “fool” in v 20. 

• Bracket “will be demanded" in v. 20. 

• Bracket “rich toward God” in v. 21. 

 
What one word would you use to describe the TONE 
of this passage? (i.e., stern, joyful, cautious, etc.) 
 

What word or idea stands out to you in this passage? 

 

 

?  

 

 

Try to summarize the THEME of this passage in one 

word. If you were going to describe these verses, you 

might say, “This text is about ________________.” 



1. Explain what prompted Jesus to tell the parable of the rich fool in Luke 12:16-21.  

 

 

 

2. The parable illustrates Jesus’ warning against greed. How so? 

 

 

 

3. Paraphrase Jesus’ statement, “life does not consist in an abundance of possessions.”  

 

 

 

4. Did the rich man give himself good investment advice? Explain.     

 

 

 

5. The rich man uses “I” and “my” eight times in two verses. What do you infer from that?  

 

 

 

6. What does the little word “very” contribute to the sense of verse 20? 

 

 

7. State the implied answer to and the point of God’s rhetorical question in verse 20. 

 

 

 

8. What does “rich toward God” mean?  

 

 

 
9. Is this an “anti-wealth” or anti-retirement” parable? Explain.   

 

 

10. Discussion: Talk about the influence of contemporary attitudes toward money and possessions on Chris-
tians.  





v

 

God” (Darrell L. Bock, The NIV Application Commen-
tary: Luke, 344). 



           

Foolish are those whose lives revolve around accumulating wealth for themselves,  
while taking no thought whatsoever for God.  

 

 

(Rewrite the Central Message above to personally apply to your own life) 

The “Living Questions” are simple questions we may ask of any text in order to apply the Bible to our life. An-
swer the questions below as personally as you can.  

1. What does this passage teach me about God? 

 

 

 

 

2. What does this passage teach me about myself? 

 

 

 

 

3. What does this passage lead me to do? 

 

 

 

 



   

Earn 1 KidPIX Token by completing the 
CENTRALKids Bible Study on this page 
and another token by memorizing and 
reciting the memory verse for this week. 
Questions: kids@wearecentral.org 

______ I completed my Bible Study 

______ I memorized this week’s verse 

______ I brought my Bible to church 

______ I brought a friend 

 

In Luke 12:15 Jesus says, “life does not consist in an abundance of possessions.” Well, that’s the ultimate mic 
drop. How many times have you said, “We don’t need more stuff to be happy, we need to be happy with our 
stuff”? I’ve mentioned we live in a small house in a wonderful neighborhood that we absolutely love. But every 
once in a while, I hear a tiny voice whispering, “we need more room; we’ve outgrown this space; we deserve 
more!” I quickly remind myself that our tiny house is someone else’s grand palace. In this day of immediate sat-
isfaction, the buy now/pay later mentality, and social media marketing, one of the best teaching moments we 
have is the opportunity to say “no” to our kids. Those little darlings try to convince us that they are the only 
third grader without an Apple watch or Nintendo Switch. They might wheedle, whine, complain, or even throw 
down the cute look, but stand firm, parents! A wise friend once said, “We’re raising adults, not children.” Let’s 
train them how to do without more stuff but instead appreciate and enjoy all the Lord has blessed us with. Let’s 
train them to be wise with money, spending, giving, and saving to God’s glory. Let’s train them their worth is 
not in the clothes they wear or latest gaming system, but in Jesus Christ alone. I’m praying you and your kids 
fully realize you are special because you’re a child of God.  

  

I give away my faith, life, money and time to help with God’s work.   
 

“So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you  
and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.”  

Read Luke 12:13-21  What do you think mattered 
most to the man in Jesus’ para-
ble? How can you tell? 

Do you have more toys than 
you can play with? Go through 
your room and donate gently 
used toys to Mission Arlington 
or 6 Stones this week. 

  



Tom Bulick (M.A. in Educational 
Leadership, Eastern Michigan Uni-
versity, Th.M. in Old Testament, 
and Ph.D. in Bible Exposition, Dal-
las Theological Seminary). For 
more than forty years, Tom has 
served as pastor, faculty member, 
and administrator. Tom was Vice 
President for Student Life and 
Associate Professor of Religious 
Studies at Trinity Western Univer-
sity (Vancouver, B.C.) from 1986 to 
1998 and Spiritual Formation Pas-
tor at Central Bible Church 
(Arlington, TX) from 1998 to 2022. 
He and his wife Ruth have one son, 
Zach. 
 
Stephanie Thomas (B.B.A Univer-
sity of Texas at Arlington). Stepha-
nie is married to James and they 
have four children: Elijah, Levi, 
Ella and Simon. Stephanie has 
attended Central Bible Church for 
more than 20 years, has been on 
staff since 2014, and now serves as 
Children’s Minister. 

  

Authority of the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 
I believe the Bible is the Word of God and has 
the right to command my belief and action. 
Church (Ephesians 4:15-16) 
I believe the church is God's primary way to 
accomplish His purposes on earth today. 
Eternity (John 14:1-4) 
I believe there is a heaven and a hell and that 
Jesus Christ is returning to judge the earth and 
to establish His eternal kingdom. 
The Holy Spirit (Romans 8:9) 
I believe the Holy Spirit convicts, calls,  
converts and changes me as a child of God. 
Humanity (John 3:16) 
I believe all people are loved by God and need 
Jesus Christ as their Savior. 
Identity in Christ (John 1:12) 
I believe I am significant because of my 
position as a child of God. 
Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:1-4) 
I believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God who 
became man, died for sinners and rose from the 
dead. 
Life Purpose (Acts 20:24) 
I believe I am a steward of God’s resources and 
have been redeemed to participate in His King-
dom purposes for His glory. 
Personal God (Psalm 121:1-2) 
I believe God is involved in and cares about my 
daily life. 
Salvation by Grace (Ephesians 2:8-9) 
I believe a person comes into a right relation-
ship with God by His grace, through faith in 
Jesus Christ. 

  

 
  

Love (1 John 4:10-12) 
I sacrificially and unconditionally love and 
forgive others. 
Joy (John 15:11) 
I have inner contentment and purpose in spite 
of my circumstances. 
Peace (Philippians 4:6-7) 
I am free from anxiety because things are right 
between God, myself and others. 
Patience (Proverbs 14:29) 
I take a long time to overheat and endure pa-
tiently under the unavoidable pressures of life. 
Kindness/Goodness  
I choose to do the right things in my relation-
ships with others 

Faithfulness (Proverbs 3:3-4) 
I have established a good name with God and 
with others based on my long-term loyalty to 
those relationships. 
Gentleness (Philippians 4:5) 
I am thoughtful, considerate and calm in 
dealing with others. 
Self-Control (Titus 2:11-13) 
I have the power, through Christ, to control 
myself. 
Grace (Colossians 3:13) 
I demonstrate forgiveness, mercy and gener-
osity to others, even when they have offended 
me. 
Hope (1 Peter 1:3-5) 
I have a growing anticipation of God’s prom-
ises and my secure eternity with Him. 
Humility (Philippians 2:3-4) 
I choose to esteem others above myself. 

  

Bible Study (Hebrews 4:12) 
I study the Bible to know God, the truth, and 
to find direction for my daily life. 
Biblical Community (Acts 2:44-47) 
I fellowship with other Christians to accom-
plish God's purposes in my life, others' lives, 
and in the world. 
Compassion (Psalm 82:3-4) 
I seek to serve the last, the least and the lost 
in my community. 
Disciple-Making (2 Timothy 2:2) 
I multiply godly beliefs, virtues and practices 
in others to encourage their spiritual growth 
in Christ.  
Evangelism (Acts 1:8) 
I share Jesus with others through personal 
proclamation and demonstration of the   
gospel. 
Generosity (2 Corinthians 9:6-11) 
I gladly give my resources to fulfill God’s 
purposes.  
Prayer (Psalm 66:16-20) 
I pray to God to know Him, to lay my request 
before Him and to find direction for my daily 
life. 
Single-Mindedness (Matthew 6:33) 
I focus on God and His priorities for my life. 
Spiritual Gifts (Romans 12:4-6) 
I know and use my spiritual gifts to accom-
plish God's purposes. 
Worship (Psalm 95:1-7) 
I worship God for who He is and what He has 
done for me. 
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