
“Pleasing Faith” 
Hebrews 11:1-6 

                      
I believe a person comes 
into a right relationship 
with God by his grace 
through faith in Jesus 

Christ. 
 

“For it is by grace you     
have been saved, through 

faith—and this is not from 
yourselves, it is the gift of 

God— not by works, so that 
no one can boast.”     



Read Hebrews 11:1-6 

1 Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assur-

ance about what we do not see. 2 This is what the ancients 

were commended for. 

3 By faith we understand that the universe was formed at 

God’s command, so that what is seen was not made out of 

what was visible. 

4 By faith Abel brought God a better offering than Cain 

did. By faith he was commended as righteous, when God 

spoke well of his offerings. And by faith Abel still speaks, even 

though he is dead. 

5 By faith Enoch was taken from this life, so that he did 

not experience death: “He could not be found, because God 

had taken him away.” For before he was taken, he was com-

mended as one who pleased God. 6 And without faith it is 

impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to 

him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who 

earnestly seek him. 

 Read in another translation 

1 Now faith is being sure of what we hope for, being con-

vinced of what we do not see. 2 For by it the people of 

old received God’s commendation. 3 By faith we understand 

that the worlds were set in order at God’s command, so that 

the visible has its origin in the invisible. 4 By faith Abel of-

fered God a greater sacrifice than Cain, and through his 

faith he was commended as righteous, because God commend-

ed him for his offerings. And through his faith he still speaks, 

though he is dead. 5 By faith Enoch was taken up so that he 

did not see death, and he was not to be found because God 

took him up. For before his removal he had been commended 

as having pleased God. 6 Now without faith it is impossible to 

please him, for the one who approaches God must believe that 

he exists and that he rewards those who seek him. (NET) 

After reading the text, practice your Observation skills 
by noting the following: 

• Circle “confidence” and “assurance” in v. 1. 

• Circle “this” in v. 2. 

• Circle “ancients” in v. 2. 

• Circle “commended” in vv. 2, 4, 5. 

• Highlight “by faith” in vv. 3, 4 (3x), 5. 

• Circle “command” in v. 3. 

• Box “so that” indicating result in vv. 3, 5. 

• Underline “Abel” in v. 4. 

• Circle “better offering” in v. 4. 

• Bracket “commended as righteous” in v. 4.  

• Underline “Enoch” in v. 5. 

• Bracket “experience death” in v. 5. 

• Box “because” indicating reason in vv. 5, 6. 

Highlight v. 6a What one word would you use to de-
scribe the TONE of this passage? (i.e., stern, joyful, cau-
tious, etc.) 

 

 

What word or idea stands out to you in this passage? 

 

 

?  

 

 

 

Try to summarize the THEME of this passage in one 

word. If you were going to describe these verses, you 

might say, “This text is about ________________.” 



1. Faith is defined in terms of two things (v. 1). Unpack them.   

 

 

 

2. Who are the ancients? Who commended them and why?     

 

 

3. The words “By faith” occur first and repeatedly in sentences in verses 3, 4a, 4b, and 5 (see also vv. 7, 8, 9, 11). 
Describe how that rhetorical device affects you as a reader.  

 

 

4. What has faith got to do with believing that God created the universe?      

 

 

 

5. What do you think made Abel’s sacrifice better than Cain’s and why do you think so? 

 

 

 

6. What do you think made Abel a righteous man and why do you think so?            

 

 

 

7. Abel is dead; his brother murdered him. How does he still speak today?    

 

 

 

8. The Old Testament doesn’t say that Enoch had faith, so how did the writer of Hebrews know that he did? 

 

 

 

9. How does faith affect God and how do you know?   

 

 
 

10. Discussion: Talk about how you think God rewards those who earnestly seek him. 



The recipients of the book of Hebrews were likely 
Jewish Christians who were being persecuted for 
their faith. According to one author, their antagonists 
were zealous Jews. “The persecutions and privations 
that caused the kind of suffering discussed in the 
book (10:32-34) came from organized Judaism and 
from Jewish people devoted to that religious sys-
tem” (J. Dwight Pentecost, A Faith that Endures, 12). 
As a result, they were tempted to turn from living 
like Christians in order to avoid persecution; some 
may even have considered returning to living like 
Jews. They needed patient endurance. The same is 
implied at the end of the chapter leading up to this 
week’s passage. In Hebrews 10:35 the author writes, 
“So do not throw away your confidence; it will be 
richly rewarded. You need to persevere so that when 
you have done the will of God, you will receive what 
he has promised.” Then he quotes from two Old Tes-
tament texts, Isaiah 26:20-21 and Habakkuk 2:3-4 to 
make the point that God is going to punish the wick-
ed and reward the righteous who live by faith, noting 
that he will not be pleased with those who shrink 
back from living by faith. Then the writer ends on an 
encouraging word, “But we are not of those who 
shrink back and are destroyed, but of those who be-
lieve and are saved,” which serves as an appropriate 
introduction to the faith chapter that follows.  

In Hebrews 11, the “Hall of Faith” chapter, the 
author challenges his readers to follow the examples 
of those who by faith were faithful. He “follows the 
form of an ‘example list,’ a rhetorical tool used by 
ancient authors to challenge hearers to action”  
(George H. Guthrie, The NIV Application Commentary: 
Hebrews, 374). His opening definition of faith indi-
cates that faith is “being sure of what we hope for, 
being convinced of what we do not see” (NET). It is 
what God commended the faithful for because faith 
pleases him. The notion that faith makes us certain of 
what lies beyond our senses is illustrated by our be-
lief in creation. “By faith we understand that the uni-
verse was formed at God’s command, so that what is 
seen was not made out of what was visible.” God 
spoke and it was so. “The discernment of the unseen 
creative activity of God behind the visible universe 
exemplifies the capacity of faith to demonstrate the 
reality of that which cannot be perceived through 
sense perception, which is celebrated as the essence 
of faith in v 1b)” (William L. Lane, Word Biblical Com-
mentary, vol. 47B, Hebrews 9-13, 330). 

Following his opening definition of faith—

“having the confidence (‘the certainty’) that things 
yet future and unseen (‘hoped for,’ cf. 10:35-39) will 
happen as God has revealed they will” (Thomas L. 
Constable, “Notes on Hebrews,” 2023 ed., 191, 
planobiblechapel.org/tcon/notes/pdf/Hebrews. 
pdf)—the author gives us examples of people who 
by faith were faithful. One after another they parade 
past—Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, 
Joseph, and Moses. The list goes on—Rahab, Gideon, 
Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David, Samuel, and the 
prophets. Abel and Enoch are antediluvian examples 
of faith. 

“By faith Abel offered God a better sacrifice than 
Cain did.” One commentator surveyed a number of 
reasons offered for why it was better: “it was living, 
whereas Cain’s was lifeless; it was stronger, Cain’s 
weaker; it grew spontaneously, Cain’s by human 
ingenuity; it involved blood, Cain’s did not. But all 
such suggestions seem wide of the mark. Scripture 
never says there was anything inherently superior in 
Abel’s offering. It may be relevant that there are 
some references to Abel as being a righteous man 
(Matt 23:35; 1 John 3:12), while the author of He-
brews insists on the importance of Abel’s faith. Abel 
was right with God and his offering was a demon-
stration of his faith” (Leon Morris, “Hebrews,” in The 
Expositor’s Bible Commentary, vol. 12, 115, italics add-
ed). It was better because it was accompanied by 
faith. “He is dead, but his faith is a living voice”  
(Morris, 115). 

“By faith Enoch was taken from this life so that he 
did not experience death.” He was taken because he 
pleased God, and that because he had faith, since 
“without faith it is impossible to please God” (v. 6). 
After all, “anyone who comes to him must believe 
that he exists and that he rewards those who earnest-
ly seek him” (v. 6). 

One commentator summarizes well the writer of 
Hebrews’ argument. “The writer does not contrast 
faith with works as Paul sometimes does, nor does 
he treat it as the means of receiving justification. In-
stead he treats faith not so much with reference to 
the past (what God has done in Christ) as to the fu-
ture. He sees faith as that trust in God that enables 
the believer to press on steadfastly whatever the fu-
ture holds for him. He knows that God is to be relied 
on implicitly. So the writer’s method is to select some 
of the great ones in the history of the people of God 
and to show briefly how faith motivated all of them 
and led them forward, no matter how difficult the 
circumstances” (Morris, 112). 





           

The faith-life is the only life that pleases God, so believe in Jesus and live by faith. 
 

 
 

(Rewrite the Central Message above to personally apply to your own life) 

The “Living Questions” are simple questions we may ask of any text in order to apply the Bible to our life. An-
swer the questions below as personally as you can.  

1. What does this passage teach me about God? 

 

 

 

 

2. What does this passage teach me about myself? 

 

 

 

 

3. What does this passage lead me to do? 

 

 

 

 



   

Earn 1 KidPIX Token by completing the 
CENTRALKids Bible Study on this page 
and another token by memorizing and 
reciting the memory verse for this week. 
Questions: kids@wearecentral.org 

______ I completed my Bible Study 

______ I memorized this week’s verse 

______ I brought my Bible to church 

______ I brought a friend 

 

How would you describe faith to your kids? Faith is one of those things we mostly know and understand but 
have difficulty describing or defining so we just start rambling, “Faith is part trust, part belief, part confidence, 
part hope and all the way invisible. I don’t know how to describe it; you just have it. Go clean your room.” 
Nothing makes a Christian parent sound quirkier and that can potentially make our belief (and faith) in God 
unappealing. Young kids are looking for concrete answers to the abstract and that can be challenging. Thankful-
ly, Hebrews 11:1 gives us a clear definition, “Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about 
what we do not see.” This week our church begins a new series that will explore the nature of faith, and this 
means you’ll have an incredible opportunity to foster rich conversations with your kids. Take this time to share 
with them your faith journey and how God called you to believe in Jesus as your Savior. Tell them about strug-
gles or hardships where your faith was on the line and you had a choice to believe God’s promises. Share with 
them about a time you were rewarded because of your faith even though your hope was never realized. Sharing 
these stories with your kids will not only help build a bridge for them as they begin to experience their own 
faith journey but challenge them to consider what they believe about God. The door will be wide open for con-
versations that will help build a foundation of faith for your kids. This is discipleship! We’re praying for you.  

I believe that I become a child of God though faith in Jesus, not because of anything I do.   
 

“For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.”  
 

Read Hebrews 11:1-6  

1. How does the author of He-
brews describe faith? 

2. What does faith help us un-
derstand about God? (v. 3) 

3. What does faith have to do 
with pleasing God? 

Who are “the ancients?” How 
can they be commended for 
faith if Jesus had not yet lived 
and died? 

Do a trust fall with your par-
ents. How did it feel falling 
back? Were you confident your 
parent would catch you or were 
you scared? How is this like 
faith in God?  
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Authority of the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 
I believe the Bible is the Word of God and has 
the right to command my belief and action. 
Church (Ephesians 4:15-16) 
I believe the church is God's primary way to 
accomplish His purposes on earth today. 
Eternity (John 14:1-4) 
I believe there is a heaven and a hell and that 
Jesus Christ is returning to judge the earth and 
to establish His eternal kingdom. 
The Holy Spirit (Romans 8:9) 
I believe the Holy Spirit convicts, calls,  
converts and changes me as a child of God. 
Humanity (John 3:16) 
I believe all people are loved by God and need 
Jesus Christ as their Savior. 
Identity in Christ (John 1:12) 
I believe I am significant because of my 
position as a child of God. 
Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:1-4) 
I believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God who 
became man, died for sinners and rose from the 
dead. 
Life Purpose (Acts 20:24) 
I believe I am a steward of God’s resources and 
have been redeemed to participate in His King-
dom purposes for His glory. 
Personal God (Psalm 121:1-2) 
I believe God is involved in and cares about my 
daily life. 
Salvation by Grace (Ephesians 2:8-9) 
I believe a person comes into a right relation-
ship with God by His grace, through faith in 
Jesus Christ. 

  

 
  

Love (1 John 4:10-12) 
I sacrificially and unconditionally love and 
forgive others. 
Joy (John 15:11) 
I have inner contentment and purpose in spite 
of my circumstances. 
Peace (Philippians 4:6-7) 
I am free from anxiety because things are right 
between God, myself and others. 
Patience (Proverbs 14:29) 
I take a long time to overheat and endure pa-
tiently under the unavoidable pressures of life. 
Kindness/Goodness  
I choose to do the right things in my relation-
ships with others 

Faithfulness (Proverbs 3:3-4) 
I have established a good name with God and 
with others based on my long-term loyalty to 
those relationships. 
Gentleness (Philippians 4:5) 
I am thoughtful, considerate and calm in 
dealing with others. 
Self-Control (Titus 2:11-13) 
I have the power, through Christ, to control 
myself. 
Grace (Colossians 3:13) 
I demonstrate forgiveness, mercy and gener-
osity to others, even when they have offended 
me. 
Hope (1 Peter 1:3-5) 
I have a growing anticipation of God’s prom-
ises and my secure eternity with Him. 
Humility (Philippians 2:3-4) 
I choose to esteem others above myself. 

  

Bible Study (Hebrews 4:12) 
I study the Bible to know God, the truth, and 
to find direction for my daily life. 
Biblical Community (Acts 2:44-47) 
I fellowship with other Christians to accom-
plish God's purposes in my life, others' lives, 
and in the world. 
Compassion (Psalm 82:3-4) 
I seek to serve the last, the least and the lost 
in my community. 
Disciple-Making (2 Timothy 2:2) 
I multiply godly beliefs, virtues and practices 
in others to encourage their spiritual growth 
in Christ.  
Evangelism (Acts 1:8) 
I share Jesus with others through personal 
proclamation and demonstration of the   
gospel. 
Generosity (2 Corinthians 9:6-11) 
I gladly give my resources to fulfill God’s 
purposes.  
Prayer (Psalm 66:16-20) 
I pray to God to know Him, to lay my request 
before Him and to find direction for my daily 
life. 
Single-Mindedness (Matthew 6:33) 
I focus on God and His priorities for my life. 
Spiritual Gifts (Romans 12:4-6) 
I know and use my spiritual gifts to accom-
plish God's purposes. 
Worship (Psalm 95:1-7) 
I worship God for who He is and what He has 
done for me. 
 

The Scrolls Bible Study is a spiritual 
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Church, Fort Worth, Texas. 
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