
“Missional Community” 
Colossians 4:2-6 

                      
I fellowship with other 

Christians to accomplish 
God’s purposes in my life, 

others’ lives, and in the 
world. 

 
“All the believers were to-

gether and had everything in 
common. They sold property 

and possessions to give to 
anyone who had need. Every 
day they continued to meet 

together in the temple 
courts. They broke bread in 
their homes and ate together 

with glad and sincere 
hearts, praising God and 

enjoying the favor of all the 
people. And the Lord added 
to their number daily those 

who were being saved.”     



Read Colossians 4:2-6 

2 Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and 

thankful. 3 And pray for us, too, that God may open a door 

for our message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of 

Christ, for which I am in chains. 4 Pray that I may pro-

claim it clearly, as I should. 5 Be wise in the way you act 

toward outsiders; make the most of every opportunity. 6 

Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned 

with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone. 

 

 Read in another translation 

2 Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with 

an attitude of thanksgiving; 3 praying at the same time for 

us as well, that God will open up to us a door for the word, 

so that we may speak forth the mystery of Christ, for 

which I have also been imprisoned; 4 that I may make it 

clear in the way I ought to speak.  

5Conduct yourselves with wisdom toward outsiders, 

making the most of the opportunity. 6 Let your speech 

always be with grace, as though seasoned with salt, so that 

you will know how you should respond to each person. 

(NASB) 

After reading the text, practice your Observation 
skills by noting the following: 

• Highlight “Devote yourselves to prayer” in v. 2. 

• Circle “watchful” in v. 2. 

• Circle “door” in v. 3. 

• Box “so that” indicating purpose in v. 3. 

• Bracket “mystery of Christ” in v. 3. 

• Underline “Be wise in the way you act toward 
outsiders” in v. 5. 

• Circle “outsiders” in v. 5. 

• Double underline “make the most of every op-
portunity” in v. 5. 

• Highlight v. 6. 

• Circle “grace” in v. 6. 

• Circle “salt” in v. 6.  

• Box “so that” indicating purpose in v. 6. 

What one word would you use to describe the TONE 
of this passage? (i.e., stern, joyful, cautious, etc.) 

 

 

What word or idea stands out to you in this passage? 

 

 

?  

 

 

 

Try to summarize the THEME of this passage in one 

word. If you were going to describe these verses, you 

might say, “This text is about ________________.” 



1. What’s the difference between praying and devoting yourself to prayer? 

 

 

2. List three things you could do to be more devoted to prayer.       

 

 

 

3. Put what “being watchful” in prayer means in your own words.  

 

 

 

4. What does “being thankful” in prayer imply?  

 

 

 

5. Summarize Paul’s two-fold prayer request (vv. 3-4).   

 
 
 

6. You can’t comply with Paul’s prayer request . . . or can you? Explain.         

 

 

 

7. Do you act wisely toward outsiders . . . what do you think and why? 

 

 

 

8. “Make the most of every opportunity.” What does Paul mean by that? 

 

 

 

9. Put what “full or grace” and “seasoned with salt” mean in your own words.                

 

 

 

10. Discussion. Talk about whether knowing how to answer everyone means having the right answer for everyone?          



One author does a particularly good job of put-
ting Colossians 4:2-6 in its broader context. He 
writes: “With this paragraph, Paul concludes his se-
ries of general exhortations about the way the Lord-
ship of Christ is to be lived out in daily life (3:5-4:6). 
It also brings to a close the letter body. This central 
section of Colossians is driven by imperatives that 
spell out how the believers in Colossae are to mani-
fest the Lordship of Christ, the Head of Creation and 
the church (2:6-7). In the earlier part of this letter 
body (2:8-23), the focus is on the need to assert 
Christ’s exclusive role in salvation and Christian liv-
ing with respect to the rival claims being put forward 
by the false teachers. In the second part of this letter 
body, however, explicit concern with the false teach-
ers fades and is replaced with exhortations relation to 
the Christian life in general (3:1-4:1). Almost all of 
this material has been inward looking, focusing on 
relationships within the Christian community. Colos-
sians 4:2-6, however, looks outward, with a focus on 
Paul’s evangelistic work and the community’s relation-
ships with non-Christians . . . The movement of the 
paragraph is easy to follow: a general encouragement 
to pray (v. 2) > a request to pray for Paul’s evangelis-
tic ministry (vv. 4, 4) > exhortations regarding the 
Colossians’ evangelistic ministry (vv. 5, 6)” (Douglas 
J. Moo, The Letters to the Colossians and to Philemon, 
PNTC, 318, italics added).  

“Easier said than done” is what occurred to me as 
I read Paul’s instructions to the Colossians. Perhaps 
it’s what occurred to you, too. The paragraph is 
short—only three sentences in Greek. The NIV makes 
it five sentences by turning some of the subordinate 
clauses into independent clauses to make the whole 
thing read more smoothly. It’s not only short but for 
the most part it’s easy to understand—pray diligent-
ly (cf. 1Th 5:17), act wisely, speak graciously. Like I 
said, easier said than done! While these three things 

don’t appear to be directly related, the context suggests 
that Paul had evangelism on his mind when he wrote them.  

Paul told the Colossians, “Devote yourselves to 
prayer . . . praying at the same time for us as 
well” (NASB). His point is not that Christians should 
pray intensely or earnestly but that they should pray 
habitually with perseverance. “‘Prayer’ (proseuchē) is a 
general word, encompassing every kind of praying 
(Mark 11:17; Acts 1:14; 2:42; 16:13). But it often im-
plicitly refers more specifically to petitionary prayer, 
that is, to requests made to God in prayer (Matt. 
21:22; Acts 12:5 Rom. 1:10; 15:30; Phil. 4:6; Col. 4:12; 

Phlm. 22; Jas. 5:17). It might have this sense here, 
since Paul moves so easily from a general exhorta-
tion to pray (v. 2) to a specific request to pray for him 
(v. 3)” (Moo, 320). “Being watchful and thankful” 
refer on the one hand, to being spiritually and men-
tally alert rather than spiritually and mentally dull or 
indifferent, in anticipation of Christ’s return, and on 
the other hand, to expressing gratitude to God in 
prayer for “every good and perfect gift from 
above” (Jas 1:17).   

And how exactly did he want them to pray for 
him while he was imprisoned in Rome? He wanted 
them to pray that he would have more opportunities, 
figuratively speaking, an “open door,” to proclaim the 
“mystery of Christ” (v. 3). The “mystery of Christ” 
refers to the message of salvation for Jews and Gen-
tiles alike through Jesus Christ, involving the union 
of both in one body, the body of Christ (1:27; 2:2-3; 
cf. Eph 3:6). And he wanted them to pray that he 
might “proclaim it clearly” (v. 4).       

And Paul told them, “Conduct yourselves with 
wisdom toward outsiders making the most of the 
opportunity” (NASB). Why did he mention 
“outsiders” and “opportunity” in the same breath? 
He linked the two because he had snapping up every 
chance one gets to share the gospel in mind. “The 
verb in the statement ‘make the most of every oppor-
tunity’ is a market term that meant ‘to buy out,’ 
‘purchase completely’ (exagorazomenoi)” (Curtis 
Vaughan, “Colossians,” in The Bible Expositor’s Com-
mentary, 11:222). Put differently, when you see an 
opportunity to share the gospel on sale, buy it! 

Finally, he told them, “Let your speech always be 
gracious, seasoned as it were with salt” (NASB). In 
the words of one commentator, “Their words must 
not be dull or insipid but should be interesting and 
judiciously chosen” (Peter T. O’Brien, Word Biblical 
Commentary, vol. 44, Colossians, Philemon, 242). And 
why did he want their conversations with people 
who weren’t Christians to always be congenial and 
interesting? He wanted unbelievers to be turned on 
to the good news about Jesus and not turned off by 
it. Paul’s instructions may not be easy to follow, but 
by keeping them in mind we can train ourselves to 
follow them.  





           

Spread the good news by praying diligently, especially for those who minister the gospel,  

and by making the most of every opportunity you have to share the mystery of Christ. 

 

(Rewrite the Central Message above to personally apply to your own life) 

The “Living Questions” are simple questions we may ask of any text in order to apply the Bible to our life. An-
swer the questions below as personally as you can.  

1. What does this passage teach me about God? 

 

 

 

 

2. What does this passage teach me about myself? 

 

 

 

 

3. What does this passage lead me to do? 

 

 

 

 



   

Earn 1 KidPIX Token by completing the 
CENTRALKids Bible Study on this page 
and another token by memorizing and 
reciting the memory verse for this week. 
Questions: kids@wearecentral.org 

______ I completed my Bible Study 

______ I memorized this week’s verse 

______ I brought my Bible to church 

______ I brought a friend 

 

What comes to mind when you hear the word “community”? My mind immediately jumps to my 911 people. You 
know, the people you call in a crisis. Recently, I needed help putting together a last-minute graduation party for my 
daughter, who swore she didn’t want a party but then changed her mind. During the few hours we were at gradua-
tion, my home group friends made a whole event. There were streamers and balloons everywhere, a delicious BBQ 
dinner ready to be served and gifts overflowing. Oh, and they straightened up my tiny, cluttered house. That’s love. I 
also think of community as the people who stand by my side. One of my home group friends stands with me in par-
enting. She and I gather monthly for dinner with six other moms from all walks of life. We do our best to encourage 
one another with words seasoned with salt and prayerfully try to steer our conversations toward the work of Jesus. As 
a community, our home group cares for widows, orphans and the elderly. We support and serve one another and by 
extension the community and beyond. When we humbly offer ourselves to part of a community, we serve the Lord 
and proclaim His name to our neighbors and nations. Others see the unique and special relationship we have together 
and want to be part. This is missional living! Are your kids experiencing community? Is your family putting forth the 
effort to be committed to community? Don’t let this invaluable spiritual discipline slip through your fingers. Email 
groups@wearecentral.org for more information on how to get connected in community at Central Bible Church.  

Be united as a community to share the good news of Jesus.     

 

“The Lord our God is with you, the Mighty Warrior who saves. He will take great delight in you;  
in his love he will no longer rebuke you, but will rejoice over you with singing.”  

Read Colossians 4:2-6  

1. To what should you devote 
yourself? 

2. What should you pray for? 

3. What should your conversa-
tion be full of? 

Why should our conversations 
be “seasoned with salt”?  

Make a batch of cookies with 
salt and another without. Can 
you tell the difference? How 
does salt enhance the flavor of 
the sweet cookie? 
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Tom Bulick (M.A. in Educational 
Leadership, Eastern Michigan Uni-
versity, Th.M. in Old Testament, 
and Ph.D. in Bible Exposition, Dal-
las Theological Seminary). For 
more than forty years, Tom has 
served as pastor, faculty member, 
and administrator. Tom was Vice 
President for Student Life and 
Associate Professor of Religious 
Studies at Trinity Western Univer-
sity (Vancouver, B.C.) from 1986 to 
1998 and Spiritual Formation Pas-
tor at Central Bible Church 
(Arlington, TX) from 1998 to 2022. 
He and his wife Ruth have one son, 
Zach. 
 
Stephanie Thomas (B.B.A Univer-
sity of Texas at Arlington). Stepha-
nie is married to James and they 
have four children: Elijah, Levi, 
Ella and Simon. Stephanie has 
attended Central Bible Church for 
more than 20 years, has been on 
staff since 2014, and now serves as 
Children’s Minister. 

  

Authority of the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 
I believe the Bible is the Word of God and has 
the right to command my belief and action. 
Church (Ephesians 4:15-16) 
I believe the church is God's primary way to 
accomplish His purposes on earth today. 
Eternity (John 14:1-4) 
I believe there is a heaven and a hell and that 
Jesus Christ is returning to judge the earth and 
to establish His eternal kingdom. 
The Holy Spirit (Romans 8:9) 
I believe the Holy Spirit convicts, calls,  
converts and changes me as a child of God. 
Humanity (John 3:16) 
I believe all people are loved by God and need 
Jesus Christ as their Savior. 
Identity in Christ (John 1:12) 
I believe I am significant because of my 
position as a child of God. 
Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:1-4) 
I believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God who 
became man, died for sinners and rose from the 
dead. 
Life Purpose (Acts 20:24) 
I believe I am a steward of God’s resources and 
have been redeemed to participate in His King-
dom purposes for His glory. 
Personal God (Psalm 121:1-2) 
I believe God is involved in and cares about my 
daily life. 
Salvation by Grace (Ephesians 2:8-9) 
I believe a person comes into a right relation-
ship with God by His grace, through faith in 
Jesus Christ. 

  

 
  

Love (1 John 4:10-12) 
I sacrificially and unconditionally love and 
forgive others. 
Joy (John 15:11) 
I have inner contentment and purpose in spite 
of my circumstances. 
Peace (Philippians 4:6-7) 
I am free from anxiety because things are right 
between God, myself and others. 
Patience (Proverbs 14:29) 
I take a long time to overheat and endure pa-
tiently under the unavoidable pressures of life. 
Kindness/Goodness  
I choose to do the right things in my relation-
ships with others 

Faithfulness (Proverbs 3:3-4) 
I have established a good name with God and 
with others based on my long-term loyalty to 
those relationships. 
Gentleness (Philippians 4:5) 
I am thoughtful, considerate and calm in 
dealing with others. 
Self-Control (Titus 2:11-13) 
I have the power, through Christ, to control 
myself. 
Grace (Colossians 3:13) 
I demonstrate forgiveness, mercy and gener-
osity to others, even when they have offended 
me. 
Hope (1 Peter 1:3-5) 
I have a growing anticipation of God’s prom-
ises and my secure eternity with Him. 
Humility (Philippians 2:3-4) 
I choose to esteem others above myself. 

  

Bible Study (Hebrews 4:12) 
I study the Bible to know God, the truth, and 
to find direction for my daily life. 
Biblical Community (Acts 2:44-47) 
I fellowship with other Christians to accom-
plish God's purposes in my life, others' lives, 
and in the world. 
Compassion (Psalm 82:3-4) 
I seek to serve the last, the least and the lost 
in my community. 
Disciple-Making (2 Timothy 2:2) 
I multiply godly beliefs, virtues and practices 
in others to encourage their spiritual growth 
in Christ.  
Evangelism (Acts 1:8) 
I share Jesus with others through personal 
proclamation and demonstration of the   
gospel. 
Generosity (2 Corinthians 9:6-11) 
I gladly give my resources to fulfill God’s 
purposes.  
Prayer (Psalm 66:16-20) 
I pray to God to know Him, to lay my request 
before Him and to find direction for my daily 
life. 
Single-Mindedness (Matthew 6:33) 
I focus on God and His priorities for my life. 
Spiritual Gifts (Romans 12:4-6) 
I know and use my spiritual gifts to accom-
plish God's purposes. 
Worship (Psalm 95:1-7) 
I worship God for who He is and what He has 
done for me. 
 

The Scrolls Bible Study is a spiritual 
growth resource of Central Bible 

Church, Fort Worth, Texas. 
© 2023 Central Bible Church. 

Material researched, written and 
supervised by Dr. Tom Bulick. 

All Scripture referenced from the 
New International Version unless 
otherwise noted. This resource is 

freely distributed and may be 
copied without permission.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


