
“Mutiny on the Bounty” 
2 Thessalonians 2:1-4 

                      
I believe there is a heaven 
and a hell and that Jesus 

Christ is returning to 
judge the earth and to 
establish his eternal    

kingdom.  
 

”‘Do not let your hearts be 
troubled. You believe in 

God; believe also in me. My 
Father’s house has many 
rooms; if that were not so, 

would I have told you that I 
am going there to prepare a 
place for you? And if I go 

and prepare a place for you, I 
will come back and take you 
to be with me that you also 

may be where I am. You 
know the way to the place 

where I am    going.’”  



Read 2 Thessalonians 2:1-4 

1 Concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and 

our being gathered to him, we ask you, brothers and sis-

ters, 2 not to become easily unsettled or alarmed by the 

teaching allegedly from us—whether by a prophecy or by 

word of mouth or by letter—asserting that the day of the 

Lord has already come. 3 Don’t let anyone deceive you in 

any way, for that day will not come until the rebel-

lion occurs and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the 

man doomed to destruction. 4 He will oppose and will 

exalt himself over everything that is called God or is wor-

shiped, so that he sets himself up in God’s temple, pro-

claiming himself to be God. 

 

Read in another translation 

1 Now concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ 

and our being gathered together to him, we ask you, broth-

ers, 2 not to be quickly shaken in mind or alarmed, ei-

ther by a spirit or a spoken word, or a letter seeming to be 

from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord has come.  

3 Let no one deceive you in any way. For that day will not 

come, unless the rebellion comes first, and the man of law-

lessness is revealed, the son of destruction, 4 who opposes 

and exalts himself against every so-called god or object of 

worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, 

proclaiming himself to be God. (ESV) 

After reading the text, practice your Observation 
skills by noting the following: 

• Underline “coming . . . and being gathered” in v. 
1.   

• Circle “unsettled” and “alarmed” in v. 2. 

• Underline “prophecy,” “word of mouth,” and 
“letter” in v. 2.  

• Bracket “the day of the Lord” in v. 2.  

• Box “for” indicating reason in v. 3.  

• Circle “the rebellion” in v. 3. 

• Bracket “man of lawlessness” in v. 3. 

• Box “so that” indicating result in v. 3.  

• Circle “God’s temple” in v. 4.  

What one word would you use to describe the TONE 

of this passage? (i.e., stern, joyful, cautious, etc.) 

 

 

What word or idea stands out to you in this passage? 

 

 

?  

 

 

Try to summarize the THEME of this passage in one 

word. If you were going to describe these verses, you 

might say, “This text is about ________________.” 



1. 
 

 

 

2. Describe in your own words the mental state of Paul’s readers (v. 2).  

 

 

3. Explain the reason for their mental state (v. 2).              

 

 

 

4. Contrast what Paul actually taught his readers about the day of the Lord (cf. 1Th 5:1-5, 9) with what they had 
allegedly been taught by him (2Th 2:2).  

 

 

 

5. Explain the jarring implication of what they had allegedly been taught by him for their understanding of Jesus’ 
coming.   

 

 

6. The day of the Lord will not come until two things happen. Identify the first thing and explain what it means. 

 

 

 

7. Identify the second thing and explain what it means.  

 

 

 

8. Identify this terminally lawless man from his description (v. 4; cf. 1Jn 2:18; Rev 13:1-10; 17:8, 16; 19:19-20; 
20:10). 

 

 

9. Identify the lawless man’s consummate act of sacrilege (v. 4; cf. Da 9:27 [cf. Mt 24:15; Mk 13:14]; 11:36-37).     

 

 

10. Discussion: Some Christians ignore the study of eschatology, the doctrine of last things, thinking that it’s too 
difficult, too controversial, or too impractical. Talk about what you think  



According to one commentator, 2 Thessalonians 2:1-
12 “comprise the most significant segment” of Paul’s 
letter. “The rest of the letter either prepares for or fol-
lows from this section” (Michael W. Holmes, The NIV 
Application Commentary: 2 Thessalonians, 228). In these 
verses, the apostle corrects a misunderstanding regard-
ing the temporal relationship of “the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ and our being gathered to him” to “the day 
of the Lord” (v. 1; cf. 1Th 4:13-17). Word of this misun-
derstanding and the confusion it created in the minds of 
the Thessalonians was likely told to Paul by the un-
named person who returned after delivering 1 Thessalo-
nians. Another commentator puts the passage in its his-
torical context: “In his first letter to the Thessalonians 
Paul had taught them that the day of the Lord would 
come as a thief in the night (1 Thes. 5:2). This instruction 
raised a question in his readers’ minds. It must have 
seemed to some of them that the day of the Lord had 
already come. After all, the persecutions they were ex-
periencing seemed to be what the prophets had predict-
ed when they wrote about the great calamities coming 
on God’s people and the world in the day of the Lord. 
The Thessalonians apparently had received instruction 
from other teachers to the effect that they were indeed 
experiencing the judgments of the day of the Lord. But 
if this were so, how could Paul’s previous instruction 
that they would be caught up and escape the wrath of 
God coming on the earth be true? Paul wrote this sec-
tion (2 Thes. 2:1-5) to straighten out the matter”  
(Thomas L. Constable, “2 Thessalonians,” in The Bible 
Knowledge Commentary: New Testament, 717).  

Put differently, the believers in Thessalonica were 
taught and so believed that Jesus’ coming to rescue (1Th 
1:10; 4:13-17) would occur before the day of the Lord 
(5:1-11). They have been led to believe that his coming 
for them will spare them the “destruction” (v. 3) of that 
day. But now they are being told by prophets, other 
teachers, and in a letter purportedly from Paul that the 
day of the Lord has already come. No wonder they are 
“unsettled,” that is, they wavered in their understand-
ing, and are “alarmed,” that is, frighted by their pro-
spects. 

Beginning with the warning, “Don’t let anyone de-
ceive you in any way” (v. 3; cf. Mt 24:4), Paul goes on to 
correct their misunderstanding by revealing that two 
things will happen before the day of the Lord comes (v. 
3): 1) “the rebellion” will occur and 2) “the man of law-
lessness,” i.e., “the man doomed to destruction” will be 
revealed.  

Regarding the first, while the term apostasia, from 
which the English word apostasy comes, “could denote 
either political or religious rebellion; here the two ideas 
are likely combined, with the emphasis on the latter  

(Holmes, 230, italics added). Jesus predicted that “many 
will turn away from the faith” before his coming to 
reign (Mt 24:10), a fact echoed in the epistles. For exam-
ple, Paul tells Timothy, “The Spirit clearly says that in 
later times some will abandon the faith and follow de-
ceiving spirits and things taught by demons” (1Ti 3:1), 
and “For the time will come when people will not put 
up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own de-
sires, they will gather around them a great number of 
teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. 
They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn 
aside to myths” (2Ti 4:3-4). Civil disorder will, of 
course, be part and parcel of this religious rebellion. 

Regarding the second,  Paul characterizes this evil 
man in three ways. One commentator writes: “First, as 
‘the man of lawlessness,’ he is the epitome of opposi-
tion to the laws of God. Satan so indwells and operates 
through him that his main delight will be in breaking 
God’s righteous laws. Second, he is called ‘the man 
doomed to destruction’—literally, ‘the son of perdition.’ 
The Hebrew idiom ‘son of’ indicates character or desti-
ny. He belongs to a class so destined. The same expres-
sion describes Judas Iscariot (John 17:12), another mem-
ber of this class. It does not, however, identify this later 
‘son of perdition’ with Judas. Third, this individual 
‘opposes and exalts himself over everything that is 
called God or is worshiped.’ His direct and determined 
opposition to the true God will be a leading feature of 
the continuing apostasy. It will be especially marked by 
removal of the symbolic articles from the Jerusalem 
temple. The man of lawlessness will occupy the holy 
precincts in order to accept and even demand worship 
that is due God alone” (Robert L. Thomas, “2 Thessalo-
nians,” in The Expositor’s Bible Commentary, 11:318). At-
tempts to identify “the man of lawlessness,” aka 
“Antichrist,” with a person in the past or the present 
have proved fruitless. Resemblances to Antiochus 
Epiphanes, who did not set himself up in the Jerusalem 
temple as God but committed sacrilege in the same way 
as the man of lawlessness (1Macc 1:41-61; cf. Mt 24:15); 
one of the Roman emperors: Gaius (Caligula), who or-
dered his general Petronius to put his statues in the 
Jerusalem temple; Claudius, whose son, Nero, minted 
coins indicating the divine status of Claudius; Nero, 
who exalted himself to the realm of the divine; one of 
the popes; Hitler; and others have been drawn. But 
while the identity of Antichrist remains uncertain, his 
destiny does not. According to the book of Revelation, 
when the Lord returns to reign, the beast and the false 
prophet, “who performed signs on his behalf” (19:20), 
“were thrown alive into the fiery lake of burning sul-
fur” (v. 20). By the way, the reference to “God’s tem-
ple” (2Th 2:4) suggests that the Jewish temple, or at 
least that portion of it including the holy of holies, will 
be rebuilt in the future.  





           

Be assured that the day of the Lord’s wrath, which will be preceded by the coming of Jesus to rescue,  
will not come until the rebellion occurs and the man of lawlessness is revealed.  

 

 

(Rewrite the Central Message above to personally apply to your own life) 

The “Living Questions” are simple questions we may ask of any text in order to apply the Bible to our life. An-
swer the questions below as personally as you can.  

1. What does this passage teach me about God? 

 

 

 

 

2. What does this passage teach me about myself? 

 

 

 

 

3. What does this passage lead me to do? 

 

 

 

 



   

Earn 1 KidPIX Token by completing the 
CENTRALKids Bible Study on this page 
and another token by memorizing and 
reciting the memory verse for this week. 
Questions: kids@wearecentral.org 

______ I completed my Bible Study 

______ I memorized this week’s verse 

______ I brought my Bible to church 

______ I brought a friend 

 

Have you ever seen those cheesy tabloids in the aisle of the grocery store checkout? I vividly remember being in 
line one day and glancing to the side to see the cover of a magazine featuring Sadaam Hussein riding a velociraptor. 
The headline read “Saddam Husein’s Secret Weapon – Dinosaurs." The absurdity of that article has stuck with me all 
these years, reminding me to use discernment in the things I read. Now, we know that most false claims will be a little 
less transparent. In fact, the most destructive lies tend to be the ones with a hint of truth. In this passage, Paul reminds 
the church of two important truths. First, and most importantly, that Jesus will return. The second reminder is a little 
less transparent, but equally valuable: that our enemy will do his best to trick us or distract us from Biblical truth. One 
of our key roles as parents is to teach our children discernment, especially in their media consumption and as they 
interreact with a world in such opposition to Christ. The world loves to whisper sweet-sounding words into our kids’ 
ears. They need God's Word hidden in their hearts to prepare them to discern ultimate truth. I want to challenge you 
this week to spend some time in prayer about how you can further challenge your kids in their knowledge and love of 
God’s Word. Maybe this looks like targeted Scripture memory or learning the words to a new praise song. In any case, 
we can hold on to the truth that Christ is coming again, and we have the joy of reminding our family of that this 
week.  

**This week’s edition of the Family Scrolls written by Lilly Ryan, KinderKix Coordinator. 

I believe in heaven and hell and that one day Jesus will come again.   

 

“And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love Him,  
who have been called according to His purposes.“ 

Read 2 Thessalonians 2:1-4.  

1. Who is Paul writing to in this 
letter?  

2. What does Paul remind the 
church in Thessalonica will hap-
pen before the Lord returns?  

3. How does Paul describe the 
“man of lawlessness”? 

What does it mean to be “easily 
unsettled”?  

Watch an episode of your child’s 
favorite TV show or read a favor-
ite book. Discuss the characters 
and if they are making choices 
that align with a biblical world-
view. Bonus points if you can 
find a verse or passage of Scrip-
ture to go with it!  



Tom Bulick (M.A. in Educational 
Leadership, Eastern Michigan Uni-
versity, Th.M. in Old Testament, 
and Ph.D. in Bible Exposition, Dal-
las Theological Seminary). For 
more than forty years, Tom has 
served as pastor, faculty member, 
and administrator. Tom was Vice 
President for Student Life and 
Associate Professor of Religious 
Studies at Trinity Western Univer-
sity (Vancouver, B.C.) from 1986 to 
1998 and Spiritual Formation Pas-
tor at Central Bible Church 
(Arlington, TX) from 1998 to 2022. 
He and his wife Ruth have one son, 
Zach. 
 
Stephanie Thomas (B.B.A Univer-
sity of Texas at Arlington). Stepha-
nie is married to James and they 
have four children: Elijah, Levi, 
Ella and Simon. Stephanie has 
attended Central Bible Church for 
more than 20 years, has been on 
staff since 2014, and now serves as 
Children’s Minister. 

  

Authority of the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 
I believe the Bible is the Word of God and has 
the right to command my belief and action. 
Church (Ephesians 4:15-16) 
I believe the church is God's primary way to 
accomplish His purposes on earth today. 
Eternity (John 14:1-4) 
I believe there is a heaven and a hell and that 
Jesus Christ is returning to judge the earth and 
to establish His eternal kingdom. 
The Holy Spirit (Romans 8:9) 
I believe the Holy Spirit convicts, calls,  
converts and changes me as a child of God. 
Humanity (John 3:16) 
I believe all people are loved by God and need 
Jesus Christ as their Savior. 
Identity in Christ (John 1:12) 
I believe I am significant because of my 
position as a child of God. 
Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:1-4) 
I believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God who 
became man, died for sinners and rose from the 
dead. 
Life Purpose (Acts 20:24) 
I believe I am a steward of God’s resources and 
have been redeemed to participate in His King-
dom purposes for His glory. 
Personal God (Psalm 121:1-2) 
I believe God is involved in and cares about my 
daily life. 
Salvation by Grace (Ephesians 2:8-9) 
I believe a person comes into a right relation-
ship with God by His grace, through faith in 
Jesus Christ. 

  

 
  

Love (1 John 4:10-12) 
I sacrificially and unconditionally love and 
forgive others. 
Joy (John 15:11) 
I have inner contentment and purpose in spite 
of my circumstances. 
Peace (Philippians 4:6-7) 
I am free from anxiety because things are right 
between God, myself and others. 
Patience (Proverbs 14:29) 
I take a long time to overheat and endure pa-
tiently under the unavoidable pressures of life. 
Kindness/Goodness  
I choose to do the right things in my relation-
ships with others 

Faithfulness (Proverbs 3:3-4) 
I have established a good name with God and 
with others based on my long-term loyalty to 
those relationships. 
Gentleness (Philippians 4:5) 
I am thoughtful, considerate and calm in 
dealing with others. 
Self-Control (Titus 2:11-13) 
I have the power, through Christ, to control 
myself. 
Grace (Colossians 3:13) 
I demonstrate forgiveness, mercy and gener-
osity to others, even when they have offended 
me. 
Hope (1 Peter 1:3-5) 
I have a growing anticipation of God’s prom-
ises and my secure eternity with Him. 
Humility (Philippians 2:3-4) 
I choose to esteem others above myself. 

  

Bible Study (Hebrews 4:12) 
I study the Bible to know God, the truth, and 
to find direction for my daily life. 
Biblical Community (Acts 2:44-47) 
I fellowship with other Christians to accom-
plish God's purposes in my life, others' lives, 
and in the world. 
Compassion (Psalm 82:3-4) 
I seek to serve the last, the least and the lost 
in my community. 
Disciple-Making (2 Timothy 2:2) 
I multiply godly beliefs, virtues and practices 
in others to encourage their spiritual growth 
in Christ.  
Evangelism (Acts 1:8) 
I share Jesus with others through personal 
proclamation and demonstration of the   
gospel. 
Generosity (2 Corinthians 9:6-11) 
I gladly give my resources to fulfill God’s 
purposes.  
Prayer (Psalm 66:16-20) 
I pray to God to know Him, to lay my request 
before Him and to find direction for my daily 
life. 
Single-Mindedness (Matthew 6:33) 
I focus on God and His priorities for my life. 
Spiritual Gifts (Romans 12:4-6) 
I know and use my spiritual gifts to accom-
plish God's purposes. 
Worship (Psalm 95:1-7) 
I worship God for who He is and what He has 
done for me. 
 

The Scrolls Bible Study is a spiritual 
growth resource of Central Bible 

Church, Fort Worth, Texas. 
© 2023 Central Bible Church. 

Material researched, written and 
supervised by Dr. Tom Bulick. 

All Scripture referenced from the 
New International Version unless 
otherwise noted. This resource is 

freely distributed and may be 
copied without permission.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


