
“Dealing with Sinners in the Church” 
2 Thessalonians 3:14-15 

                      
I believe the church is 
God’s primary way to 

accomplish his purposes 
on earth today. 

 
“Instead, speaking the truth 

in love, we will grow to 
become in every respect the 
mature body of him who is 

the head, that is, Christ. 
From him the whole body, 
joined and held together by 
every supporting ligament, 

grows and builds itself up in 
love, as each part does its 

work.”    



Read 2 Thessalonians 3:14-15 

14 Take special note of anyone who does not obey our 

instruction in this letter. Do not associate with them, in 

order that they may feel ashamed. 15 Yet do not regard 

them as an enemy, but warn them as you would a fellow 

believer.  

Read in other translations 

14 If anyone does not obey what we say in this letter, 

take note of that person, and have nothing to do with him, 

that he may be ashamed. 15 Do not regard him as an ene-

my, but warn him as a brother. (ESV) 

14-15 If anyone refuses to obey our clear command 

written in this letter, don’t let him get by with it. Point 

out such a person and refuse to subsidize his freeloading. 

Maybe then he’ll think twice. But don’t treat him as an 

enemy. Sit him down and talk about the problem as some-

one who cares. (MSG) 

After reading the text, practice your Observation 
skills by noting the following: 

• Underline “Take special note” in v. 14. 

• Bracket “of anyone who does not obey” in v. 14. 

• Circle “instruction” in v. 14. 

• Circle “associate” in v. 14.  

• Box “in order that” indicating purpose in v. 14.  

• Circle “ashamed” in v. 14. 

• Box “Yet” indicating mild contrast in v. 15.    

• Box “but” indicating contrast in v. 15.  

• Circle “enemy” in v. 15. 

• Circle “warn” in v. 15. 

• Box “as” indicating comparison in v. 15. 

  What one word would you use to describe the 
TONE of this passage? (i.e., stern, joyful, cautious, 
etc.) 

 

 

What word or idea stands out to you in this passage? 

 

 

 

?  

 

 

 

Try to summarize the THEME of this passage in one 

word. If you were going to describe these verses, you 

might say, “This text is about ________________.” 



1. “Take special note”—informal personal note or formal public note? Which fits the context better and what 
makes you think so?   

 

 

 

2. “Anyone who does not obey our instruction.” Who exactly is Paul referring to (cf. v. 6; cf. 1Th 5:14)? 

 

 

3. Exactly what instruction is he referring to (cf. vv. 11-12)?   

 

 

4. Is the problem to which Paul is referring a contemporary problem too? Explain.   

 

 

 

5. “Do not associate with them” (v. 14). Again, is this what those who are not “idle and disruptive” to do individ-
ually or what the church is to do corporately?  

 

 

 

6. The word translated “associate” means “to mix up together with.” What kind of association might this in-
volve? 

 

 

7. Identify the immediate purpose behind Paul’s command.  

 

 

8. But his immediate purpose is not Paul’s ultimate purpose. Identify his ultimate purpose.  

 

 

 

9. Explain the contrast in verse 15. 

 

 

 

10. Discussion: Talk about how Paul’s commands can be applied in a large contemporary church setting.           



The instructions in 2 Thessalonians 3:14-15 are 
closely linked to the preceding verses, “having in 
view everything discussed since 3:6” (Michael W. 
Holmes, The NIV Application Commentary: 1 and 2 
Thessalonians, 275). The two verses contain four com-
mands, two negative and two positive, that describe 
how the congregation is to respond to those who are 
“idle and disruptive . . . busybodies,” more specifi-
cally to those who refuse to obey Paul’s command 
“to settle down and earn the food they eat” (v. 12). 
The four imperative verbs are “note,” “associate,” 
“regard,” and “warn.”  

The issue is an important one for the church. One 
commentator writes: “Membership in a Christian 
church in a pagan city imposed serious obligations. 
Christians were an unpopular minority and those 
who disliked them or wished to counter their influ-
ence lost no opportunity to spread unfavorable ru-
mors about their conduct. It was most important that 
Christians should live in such a way as to provide 
practical refutation of such rumors. This was one rea-
son for the emphatic ethical injunctions so character-
istic of the NT letters, including 2 Thessalonians. The 
ethical injunctions of this letter are aimed mainly at 
those members of the church who were giving it a 
bad name by living as idlers and busybodies. Such a 
person while not guilty of the kind of conduct which 
called for outright and formal excommunication, 
must nevertheless be treated in a way that might 
bring him to his senses and teach him to live as a re-
sponsible member of the believing community” (F. F. 
Bruce, Word Biblical Commentary, vol. 45, 1 and 2 Thes-
salonians, 211).  

The four commands are not given to “the idle and 
disruptive . . . busybodies” and not to congregational 
leaders per se, but to all others in the congregation. 
First, the others are to “take note” of those who re-
fuse to follow the example set by Paul when he first 
visited Thessalonica. He writes: “We were not idle 
when we were with you, nor did we eat anyone’s 
food without paying for it. On the contrary we 
worked night and day, laboring and toiling so that 
we would not be a burden to any of you” (vv. 7-8). 
Paul, Silas, and Timothy were not hypocrites; they 
followed their own oral instructions that Paul alludes 
to in 1 Thessalonians 4:11-12. “You should mind your 
own business and work with your hands, just as we 
told you . . . so that you will not be dependent on any-
body.” “Take note” more likely refers to a personal 
and private taking note rather than a communal and 

public taking note. One commentator writes: “This 
seems to be what each faithful brother should do 
individually; no mention is made of public identifica-
tion and discipline in the church (2 Thes. 3:14-
15)” (Thomas L. Constable, The Bible Knowledge Com-
mentary: New Testament, 724, italics added). 

Second, the others are not to “associate with 
them,” i.e., “the idle and disruptive . . . busybodies.” 
The verb used literally means “to mix, mingle,” sug-
gesting that others in the congregation are not to 
have close personal social contact with them. It ap-
parently does not forbid all personal contact, since 
the last two commands (v. 15) presume some ongo-
ing interaction. Herein lies the problem for interpret-
ers. “The precise extent to which contact is to be bro-
ken off is unclear” (Michael W. Holmes, The NIV Ap-
plication Commentary: 1 and 2 Thessalonians, 275). 
Some commentators speculate the disassociation is 
communal and public, extending to participation in 
the church’s worship gatherings, the Lord’s Supper, 
and the communal meal associated with it (cf. 1Co 
11:20-22). One commentator even says: “Non-
association must have also excluded hosting a pri-
vate meal for such a person” (Jeffrey A. D. Weima, 1-
2 Thessalonians, BECNT, 624). Others speculate it is 
more personal and private, extending only to the sev-
ering of close personal ties. Personal relationships 
should not continue uninterrupted as if nothing 
were wrong (cf. Constable, 724). What that disassoci-
ation might look like would likely vary from person 
to person. Paul’s purpose is twofold, “so that they 
may feel ashamed” (stated) and so that they might 
repent and be restored (implied).  

The third and fourth commands given to the oth-
ers are found in a contrasting pair (v. 15). The others 
are not to “regard them as an enemy,” that is, one 
outside the family of God, but to “warn them as you 
would a fellow brother.” To do otherwise would 
frustrate the purpose behind the discipline. “They 
were not to think of the offender as personally antag-
onistic toward them, nor were they to feel hostile 
toward him. His objective relationship to them as a 
brother in Christ should govern their feeling and 
actions, rather than subjective feelings that might be 
aroused by his idleness. They were to warn 
(noutheteite) him, not denounce him” (Constable, 
724). Given Paul’s ambiguity and the personal and 
private nature of the discipline, following his in-
structions in a house church is one thing, in a large 
church is another. It seems that they might best be 
carried out in biblical community in larger congrega-
tions.  



.  



           

Church members should not continue to closely associate with flagrantly disobedient  
congregants, so that the disobedient might repent and be restored to fellowship.   

 

 

(Rewrite the Central Message above to personally apply to your own life) 

The “Living Questions” are simple questions we may ask of any text in order to apply the Bible to our life. An-
swer the questions below as personally as you can.  

1. What does this passage teach me about God? 

 

 

 

 

2. What does this passage teach me about myself? 

 

 

 

 

3. What does this passage lead me to do? 

 

 

 

 



   

Earn 1 KidPIX Token by completing the 
CENTRALKids Bible Study on this page 
and another token by memorizing and 
reciting the memory verse for this week. 
Questions: kids@wearecentral.org 

______ I completed my Bible Study 

______ I memorized this week’s verse 

______ I brought my Bible to church 

______ I brought a friend 

 

There’s an expression we say in my mom group that serves as a gentle reminder, “Good, smart kids do bad, 
dumb things.” Your kids, their kids, all kids. It’s easy to point the finger at another child’s behavior or mistake 
and tell your precious little one to stay away, especially as they launch into those tender tween years when kids 
lose their ever-loving mind. But let’s tap the breaks on that a bit because one thing I can absolutely guarantee is 
your good, smart kid will eventually do something bad and dumb. Our prayer is that the solid, faith-filled 
friends will stick around when it happens. In the meantime, we face a parenting tension. We want our kids to 
stay away from negative influences but also be the light in darkness. Our job is to teach our kids discernment. 
Let’s help our kids understand the difference between when to step in if a friend is headed the wrong direction, 
when to stand by and intercede for their friend in prayer, and when (and how) to step away from a friend that 
refuses to hear wisdom about returning to God. I don’t know too many adults that do this well, so you can bet 
this will be clunky and messy for our kids as they learn how to follow God and be a good friend. Have lots of 
conversation with your child and walk with them the whole way. Do your best to gently nudge them and guide 
them toward the best way to handle the situation. Remember, one day, your child will be on the opposite end of 
the conversation. Praying for grace for you! 

I believe God uses the people in the church to do His work.     

 

“Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken let us be thankful, and so  
worship God acceptably with reverence and awe, for our ‘God is a consuming fire.’”  

Read 2 Thessalonians 3:14-15.  

1. Who should you take special 
note of?  

2. How should you treat this 
person?  

3. How should you think of this 
person? 

What does “special note” mean? How would you tell a friend 
they aren’t following God? 
How would you act if a friend 
told you that you’re not follow-
ing God? Write a story about it 

and share with the family. 
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have four children: Elijah, Levi, 
Ella and Simon. Stephanie has 
attended Central Bible Church for 
more than 20 years, has been on 
staff since 2014, and now serves as 
Children’s Minister. 

  

Authority of the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 
I believe the Bible is the Word of God and has 
the right to command my belief and action. 
Church (Ephesians 4:15-16) 
I believe the church is God's primary way to 
accomplish His purposes on earth today. 
Eternity (John 14:1-4) 
I believe there is a heaven and a hell and that 
Jesus Christ is returning to judge the earth and 
to establish His eternal kingdom. 
The Holy Spirit (Romans 8:9) 
I believe the Holy Spirit convicts, calls,  
converts and changes me as a child of God. 
Humanity (John 3:16) 
I believe all people are loved by God and need 
Jesus Christ as their Savior. 
Identity in Christ (John 1:12) 
I believe I am significant because of my 
position as a child of God. 
Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:1-4) 
I believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God who 
became man, died for sinners and rose from the 
dead. 
Life Purpose (Acts 20:24) 
I believe I am a steward of God’s resources and 
have been redeemed to participate in His King-
dom purposes for His glory. 
Personal God (Psalm 121:1-2) 
I believe God is involved in and cares about my 
daily life. 
Salvation by Grace (Ephesians 2:8-9) 
I believe a person comes into a right relation-
ship with God by His grace, through faith in 
Jesus Christ. 

  

 
  

Love (1 John 4:10-12) 
I sacrificially and unconditionally love and 
forgive others. 
Joy (John 15:11) 
I have inner contentment and purpose in spite 
of my circumstances. 
Peace (Philippians 4:6-7) 
I am free from anxiety because things are right 
between God, myself and others. 
Patience (Proverbs 14:29) 
I take a long time to overheat and endure pa-
tiently under the unavoidable pressures of life. 
Kindness/Goodness  
I choose to do the right things in my relation-
ships with others 

Faithfulness (Proverbs 3:3-4) 
I have established a good name with God and 
with others based on my long-term loyalty to 
those relationships. 
Gentleness (Philippians 4:5) 
I am thoughtful, considerate and calm in 
dealing with others. 
Self-Control (Titus 2:11-13) 
I have the power, through Christ, to control 
myself. 
Grace (Colossians 3:13) 
I demonstrate forgiveness, mercy and gener-
osity to others, even when they have offended 
me. 
Hope (1 Peter 1:3-5) 
I have a growing anticipation of God’s prom-
ises and my secure eternity with Him. 
Humility (Philippians 2:3-4) 
I choose to esteem others above myself. 

  

Bible Study (Hebrews 4:12) 
I study the Bible to know God, the truth, and 
to find direction for my daily life. 
Biblical Community (Acts 2:44-47) 
I fellowship with other Christians to accom-
plish God's purposes in my life, others' lives, 
and in the world. 
Compassion (Psalm 82:3-4) 
I seek to serve the last, the least and the lost 
in my community. 
Disciple-Making (2 Timothy 2:2) 
I multiply godly beliefs, virtues and practices 
in others to encourage their spiritual growth 
in Christ.  
Evangelism (Acts 1:8) 
I share Jesus with others through personal 
proclamation and demonstration of the   
gospel. 
Generosity (2 Corinthians 9:6-11) 
I gladly give my resources to fulfill God’s 
purposes.  
Prayer (Psalm 66:16-20) 
I pray to God to know Him, to lay my request 
before Him and to find direction for my daily 
life. 
Single-Mindedness (Matthew 6:33) 
I focus on God and His priorities for my life. 
Spiritual Gifts (Romans 12:4-6) 
I know and use my spiritual gifts to accom-
plish God's purposes. 
Worship (Psalm 95:1-7) 
I worship God for who He is and what He has 
done for me. 
 

The Scrolls Bible Study is a spiritual 
growth resource of Central Bible 

Church, Fort Worth, Texas. 
© 2023 Central Bible Church. 

Material researched, written and 
supervised by Dr. Tom Bulick. 

All Scripture referenced from the 
New International Version unless 
otherwise noted. This resource is 

freely distributed and may be 
copied without permission.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


