
“For the Win” 
2 Thessalonians 3:1-5 

                      
I pray to God to know 
him, to lay my request 
before him, and to find 

direction for my daily life. 
 

“Come and hear, all you who 
fear God; let me tell you what 

he has done for me. I cried 
out to him with my mouth; 

his praise was on my tongue. 
If I had cherished sin in my 
heart, the Lord would not 
have listened; but God has 

surely listened and has 
heard my prayer. Praise be to 
God, who has not rejected my 

prayer or withheld his love 
from me!”    



Read 2 Thessalonians 3:1-5 

1 As for other matters, brothers and sisters, pray for 

us that the message of the Lord may spread rapidly and be 

honored, just as it was with you. 2 And pray that we may 

be delivered from wicked and evil people, for not everyone 

has faith. 3 But the Lord is faithful, and he will strengthen 

you and protect you from the evil one. 4 We have confi-

dence in the Lord that you are doing and will continue to 

do the things we command. 5 May the Lord direct your 

hearts into God’s love and Christ’s perseverance.  

Read in other translations 

1 Finally, brothers, pray for us, that the word of the 

Lord may speed ahead and be honored, as happened among 

you, 2 and that we may be delivered from wicked and evil 

men. For not all have faith. 3 But the Lord is faithful. He 

will establish you and guard you against the evil one.  

4 And we have confidence in the Lord about you, that you 

are doing and will do the things that we command.  

5 May the Lord direct your hearts to the love of God and 

to the steadfastness of Christ. (ESV) 

 

1 Finally, dear brothers and sisters, we ask you to pray 

for us. Pray that the Lord’s message will spread rapidly 

and be honored wherever it goes, just as when it came to 

you. 2 Pray, too, that we will be rescued from wicked and 

evil people, for not everyone is a believer. 3 But the Lord is 

faithful; he will strengthen you and guard you from the 

evil one. 4 And we are confident in the Lord that you are 

doing and will continue to do the things we commanded 

you. 5 May the Lord lead your hearts into a full under-

standing and expression of the love of God and the patient 

endurance that comes from Christ. (NLT) 

After reading the text, practice your Observation 
skills by noting the following: 

• Bracket “As for other matters” in v. 1. 

• Underline “pray” in vv. 1, 2.  

• Bracket “of the Lord” in v. 1.  

• Circle “spread rapidly” in v. 1.    

• Circle “be honored” in v. 1. 

• Box “just as” indicating comparison in v. 1. 

• Bracket “wicked and evil people” in v. 2. 

• Bracket “for not everyone has faith” in v. 2.  

• Box “But” indicating contrast in v. 3.   

• Circle “May” in v. 5. 

• Circle “God’s love” in v. 5. 

• Circle “Christ’s perseverance” in v. 5.   

  What one word would you use to describe the 
TONE of this passage? (i.e., stern, joyful, cautious, 
etc.) 

 

 

What word or idea stands out to you in this passage? 

 

 

?  

 

 

 

Try to summarize the THEME of this passage in one 

word. If you were going to describe these verses, you 

might say, “This text is about ________________.” 



1. Paul asks the Thessalonian believers to pray for him, Silas, and Timothy (v. 1). This makes sense in light of 1 
Thessalonians 5:25 and 2 Thessalonians 2:16-17. How so?   

 

 

2. Identify his twofold request introduced by “that” (vv. 1, 2).    

 

 

 

3. To what exactly does “the word of the Lord” (ESV) refer?  

 

 

4. The expression “spread rapidly and be honored” (v. 1) alludes metaphorically to athletic games. See note and 
explain. 

 

 

 

5. Explain the comparison in verse 1. 

 

 

6. Identify the wicked evil people from whom Paul wanted to be delivered (see Ac 18:12-17; cf. 17:5-9; 13-15). 

 

 

 

7. Explain the contrast in verse 3. 

 

 

8. Paul has “confidence” (v. 4). Concerning what and why? And why bother expressing it?  

 

 

 

9. Describe the effects that a fuller comprehension and appreciation of “God’s love” and “Christ’s perseverance” 
would have on believers.     

 

 
 

10. Discussion: Paul asks for prayer (vv. 1-2) and prays (v. 5) for a number of things. Talk about how we can 
pray regarding the same things.           



The concluding section of Paul’s second letter to the 
Thessalonians, 3:1-15, is introduced by a term (to 
loipon; cf. 1Th 4:1) that many other English versions 
translate “Finally” (ESV, NLT, HCSB, NET, NKJV, et 
al.), but the NIV better translates it “As for other mat-
ters,” since the word is often used to introduce various 
practical exhortations rather than mark the end of the 
letter. On the structure of the section, one commentator 
writes: “Paul’s exhortations fall into two major units: 
verses 1-5 and 6-15. The first unit can be labeled 
‘General’ since it deals in a wide-ranging way with 
various subjects: exhortation to pray for Paul and his 
fellow missionaries (vv. 1-2a), reason why such inter-
cessory prayer is needed (v. 2b), word of encourage-
ment about the Lord’s work of strengthening and 
guarding the Thessalonians (v. 3), Paul’s confidence in 
his Thessalonian readers (v. 4), and a prayer for what 
the Lord will do for them (v. 5). These disparate topics 
are joined together by a common function: to prepare 
the original readers to hear and heed the exhortations 
that come in the immediately following unit of verses 6
-15)” (Jeffrey A. D. Weima, 1-2 Thessalonians, BECNT, 
578). 

In broader terms, verses 1-5 form a single para-
graph in the NIV that is divided into two parts, verses 
1-2 and 3-5, by “But” (v. 3). The first part contains 
Paul’s prayer request; the second part contains his ex-
pression of confidence. His request is two-fold: 1) “that 
the message of the Lord may spread rapidly and be 
honored” (v. 1) and 2) “that we,” that is, he, Silas, and 
Timothy (Ac 18: 1, 5), “may be delivered from wicked 
and evil people” (v. 2). Regarding the first request, the 
word translated “spread rapidly” (trechō), suggesting 
running (cf. “run swiftly” NKJV), and the word trans-
lated “be honored” (doxazētai), suggesting winning the 
prize, both point to Paul’s use of a sports metaphor. 
One commentator writes: “The combination of ‘run’ 
and ‘be honored’ suggests that the apostles visualize 
the word as a runner who competes in the games and 
wins the prize, and so receives the honor that is 
due” (Gene L. Green, The Letters to the Thessalonians, 
PNTC, 335). The gospel message is honored when it is 
received “just as” the Thessalonians received it—not as 
a human word, but as it actually is, the word of 
God” (1Th 2:13). “The importance of this parenthetical 
statement”—“just as it was with you”—“lies in its 
strong commendation of the Thessalonian readers and 
how this commendation sets them up to obey the com-
mands that are coming in verses 6-15” (Weima, 587).  

Regarding the second request, Paul is writing from 
Corinth (see The NIV Study Bible, note on 1Th 3:1-2; cf. 
Ac 18:1, 5), where he faces stiff opposition from unbe-

lieving Jews, who according to Luke, “opposed Paul 
and became abusive” (Ac 18:6). Unbelieving Jews dog 
his steps from Thessalonica to Berea (17:5-9, 13-15), 
and now unbelieving Jews in Corinth make “a united 
attack” on him and bring “him to the place of judg-
ment” before Gallio, the proconsul of Achaia, charging 
that he “is persuading the people to worship God in 
ways contrary to the law” (18:12). As a result, Paul 
asks the Thessalonians to pray that he may be 
“delivered from such evil and wicked people,” ex-
plaining that “not everyone has faith” (v. 2). Here is an 
example of litotes, a figure of speech involving a delib-
erate understating of a situation, often expressed nega-
tively for effect. “Instead of saying positively ‘a few 
have faith,’ Paul makes the same point more powerful-
ly by stating in a negative manner ‘not all have faith’) 
for another Pauline litotes, see Rom. 10:16: “not all [the 
Israelites] accepted the gospel’)” (Weima, 590). 

The second part (vv. 3-5) is introduced by “But” 
indicating the contrast between the maliciousness of 
“wicked and evil people” who are faithless (v. 2) and 
the “the Lord” who is “faithful” to “strengthen and 
protect” them (v. 3). In the words of one commentator: 
“A double assurance, based on the Lord’s faithfulness, 
is given the readers . . . Only here are the two verbs 
‘strengthen’ and ‘protect’ joined in the New Testa-
ment. The first promises their inward stabilization, 
while the second assures that they will be protected 
from outward assault” (D. Edmond Hiebert, 1 & 2 
Thessalonians, 363, 64). As in Matthew 6:13, “the evil”  
(tou ponerou) can be rendered “evil” or “the evil one”  
(depending on whether the noun it is interpreted as 
neuter or masculine), but it more likely should be ren-
dered “the evil one” (cf. NIV, NET, NRSV, NASB, et 
al.). Because the Lord is faithful, Paul has confidence 
in the Thessalonians to continue doing the things he 
has commanded. His confidence is not in them per se, 
but in the Lord concerning them. Put differently, his 
“confidence is not in the reliability of human nature, 
but rather in the Lord who will work this willingness 
in them to obey voluntarily the commands laid upon 
them” (Hiebert, 365). Paul’s expression of confidence 
is a rhetorical device intended to encourage them to 
live up to the confidence that the apostle has in them.    

Finally, in his closing prayer-wish, he asks the Lord 
to direct his readers’ to “God’s love,” which would 
result in them loving God and others more, and to 
“Christ’s perseverance,” which would result in them 
emulating the endurance he displayed in his incarnate 
life. Paul’s prayers indicate why we should pray and 
what we should pray for.  



v. 1 As for other matters Cf. 1Th 4:1. “Paul uses 
the expression to introduce practical exhortations, but it 
does not promise that the letter is about to end. (See 
comments under 1 Thess. 4:1.) Neither does it imply 
that what still remains to be said is unimportant. It is 
quite clear that this chapter deals with one of the prima-
ry reasons for writing the letter” (D. Edmond Hiebert, 1 
& 2 Thessalonians, 360). 

vv. 1, 2 pray     Cf. 2:16-17. “Here Paul’s 
command ‘Pray for us’ repeats exactly his words in the 
closing of the first letter (5:25). In both places he uses 
the present-tense imperative, thereby stressing the on-
going or continuous nature of their prayers on his be-
half. The apostle expects the Thessalonians not merely 
to utter a quick prayer for him that will make them 
briefly feel good about themselves before they return to 
the concerns that preoccupy their own lives. Instead, 
Paul challenges, even commands, the converts in Thes-
salonica to regularly and repeatedly bring the issues of 
his life and his ministry to the throne of God in pray-
er” (Jeffrey A. D. Weima, 1-2 Thessalonians, BECNT, 
585).  

v. 1 of the Lord    Cf. “word of the Lord”  
(ESV); “Lord’s message“ (NLT). As in 1 Thessalonians 
1:8, where the identical phrase occurs, it is essentially 
synonymous with the ‘gospel of Christ’ (1 Thess. 3:2; 2 
Thess. 1:8)” (Michael W. Holmes, The NIV Application 
Commentary: 2 Thessalonians, 256). It is a message both 
from him and about him.  

v. 1 spread rapidly   Cf. “run swiftly” (NKJV). 
“The metaphor of running a race was common in Paul’s 
day, and he used it often in his letters (Rom. 9:16 KJV; 1 
Cor. 9:24-27; Gal. 2:2; 5:7; Phil. 2:16; 2 Tim. 4:7). Indeed, 
although lacking the key verb ‘run,’ his previous letter 
to the Thessalonians makes a clear allusion to such ath-
letic contests, where the victor receives a wreath (2:19: 
‘For who is our . . . crown of boasting—Is it not, in fact, 
you?’)” (Weima, 586-87).   

v. 1 be honored    The second verb in the 
clause continues the athletic metaphor. “The Thessalo-
nian believers are commanded to pray for Paul that the 
gospel message he proclaims may not only ‘run’ but 
also ‘be honored’ (doxazētai). As Green (2002:335) ob-
serves: ‘The combination of ‘run’ and ‘be honored’ sug-
gests that the apostles visualize the word as a runner 
who competes in the games and wins the prize, and so 
receives the honor that is due.’ The gospel must not 
only run or compete in the public arena with other reli-
gions or world views; it must also win the competition 
and ‘be honored,’ that is, be accepted ‘not as the word 
of human beings but, as it truly is, the word of God’ 

(1 Thess. 2:13)” (Weima, 587).  

v. 2 wicked and evil people   “The two adjec-
tives (atopos, ‘wicked’; cf. Acts 25:5; 28:6; poneros, ‘evil’; 
cf. 1 Thess. 5:22) are roughly synonymous and convey 
the idea of morally perverse people who maliciously 
obstruct the gospel, like the people in Thessalonica who 
had instigated a riot in order to hinder the preaching of 
the gospel (Acts 17:5)” (Holmes, 256). 

v. 2 for not everyone has faith  Cf. “for not every-
one is a believer” (NLT). “The last phrase of 3:2—for 
‘not everyone has faith’ (i.e., ‘not everyone believes’)—
explains the hostility encountered by the missionaries, 
which in turn obstructs the progress of the gospel mes-
sage. It also sets up 3:3 by offering a point of contrast 
(the maliciousness of the opponents verses the protec-
tion and care of the Lord)” (Holmes, 256). 

v. 5 May . . .       Another wish-
prayer like others found in Paul’s letters to the Thessalo-
nians (see 1Th 3:11, 12, 13; 2Th 2:11, 16-17; 3:1, 2, 5, 16).  

v. 5 God’s love      Lit., “the love of 
God” (ESV). “Strictly speaking, the phrase ‘love of God’ 
can indicate either ‘their love for God’ (taking ‘of God’ 
as an objective genitive) or ‘God’s love for them (‘of 
God’ as a subjective genitive). Both the immediate con-
text (2:13, 16) and Pauline usage (e.g., Rom. 5:8) make it 
virtually certain that it is the latter, as the NIV correctly 
indicates” (Holmes, 258); cf. also, Ro 8:35.  

v. 5 Christ’s perseverance    Lit., “steadfastness 
of Christ” (ESV). “Similarly, the second phrase could be 
translated with the KJV as ‘the patient waiting for 
Christ’ (objective genitive; cf. 1 Thess. 1:3; 2 Thess. 1:4), 
but in view of the close parallelism between the second 
phrase and the first, ‘Christ’s [own] persever-
ance’ (subjective genitive; cf. NIV, NRSV) seems more 
likely” (Holmes, 258). 



           

Pray that the gospel message will run swiftly across the world and be accepted for what it is,  
the word of God, that those who proclaim it will be delivered from wicked hands, and  

that the Lord will direct your heart into God’s love and Christ’s perseverance.  

 

 

(Rewrite the Central Message above to personally apply to your own life) 

The “Living Questions” are simple questions we may ask of any text in order to apply the Bible to our life. An-
swer the questions below as personally as you can.  

1. What does this passage teach me about God? 

 

 

 

 

2. What does this passage teach me about myself? 

 

 

 

 

3. What does this passage lead me to do? 

 

 

 

 



   

Earn 1 KidPIX Token by completing the 
CENTRALKids Bible Study on this page 
and another token by memorizing and 
reciting the memory verse for this week. 
Questions: kids@wearecentral.org 

______ I completed my Bible Study 

______ I memorized this week’s verse 

______ I brought my Bible to church 

______ I brought a friend 

 

Every year at camp our leaders fill out cards with kids’ prayer requests. Some leaders let the kids do it them-
selves, and it’s especially sweet to hear the heartbeat of what they are dealing with. We’ll have requests for a 
sick grandmother or an aunt’s divorce. Last year was especially rich with a deep and sincere request for a 
“horce” and “a kitty of my own and I want Ukrane to be safe.” Me too, friends!! One of the most incredible dis-
ciplines we can foster in our kids is a love for prayer. God hears our prayers!  What’s more, He knows our 
hearts, even our words before they ever leave our lips. Teaching your child to pray at all times and in all circum-
stances is a foundation they will stand on their whole entire lives. Though it may seem fruitless when they are 
little, God is at work in your child. Last month I asked one of my kids about an important decision and they 
started their response with, “God said…” They had been talking to God in prayer and He answered them. 
Amen! If you don’t know where to start, begin in the morning. Teach your child to hit their knees the moment 
they wake up thanking God for the day. Gather at the door before you leave for school and pray for God’s wis-
dom and protection. Light a candle at dinner and prayerfully thank God for His provision. Ask your child to 
pray for specific needs for the family, to find that lost stuffie, heal their brother or increase the fruits of the Spirit. 
Pray and teach your kids to do likewise! 

I talk to God so I can know Him, ask Him for things and find out what He wants me to do.     

 

“Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken let us be thankful, and so  
worship God acceptably with reverence and awe, for our “God is a consuming fire.”  

Read 2 Thessalonians 3:1-5.  

1. What specifically did Paul ask 
the Thessalonians them to pray 
about? 

2. What did Paul say about the 
Lord? 

3. What was Paul confident 
about?  

How important is prayer? Do 
you think God hears our pray-
ers?  

Make a prayer cube. Using a 
box, write different things or 
people you can pray about. At 
dinner time, roll the box like a 
die and pray together as a fami-

ly for whatever it lands on. 



Tom Bulick (M.A. in Educational 
Leadership, Eastern Michigan Uni-
versity, Th.M. in Old Testament, 
and Ph.D. in Bible Exposition, Dal-
las Theological Seminary). For 
more than forty years, Tom has 
served as pastor, faculty member, 
and administrator. Tom was Vice 
President for Student Life and 
Associate Professor of Religious 
Studies at Trinity Western Univer-
sity (Vancouver, B.C.) from 1986 to 
1998 and Spiritual Formation Pas-
tor at Central Bible Church 
(Arlington, TX) from 1998 to 2022. 
He and his wife Ruth have one son, 
Zach. 
 
Stephanie Thomas (B.B.A Univer-
sity of Texas at Arlington). Stepha-
nie is married to James and they 
have four children: Elijah, Levi, 
Ella and Simon. Stephanie has 
attended Central Bible Church for 
more than 20 years, has been on 
staff since 2014, and now serves as 
Children’s Minister. 

  

Authority of the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 
I believe the Bible is the Word of God and has 
the right to command my belief and action. 
Church (Ephesians 4:15-16) 
I believe the church is God's primary way to 
accomplish His purposes on earth today. 
Eternity (John 14:1-4) 
I believe there is a heaven and a hell and that 
Jesus Christ is returning to judge the earth and 
to establish His eternal kingdom. 
The Holy Spirit (Romans 8:9) 
I believe the Holy Spirit convicts, calls,  
converts and changes me as a child of God. 
Humanity (John 3:16) 
I believe all people are loved by God and need 
Jesus Christ as their Savior. 
Identity in Christ (John 1:12) 
I believe I am significant because of my 
position as a child of God. 
Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:1-4) 
I believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God who 
became man, died for sinners and rose from the 
dead. 
Life Purpose (Acts 20:24) 
I believe I am a steward of God’s resources and 
have been redeemed to participate in His King-
dom purposes for His glory. 
Personal God (Psalm 121:1-2) 
I believe God is involved in and cares about my 
daily life. 
Salvation by Grace (Ephesians 2:8-9) 
I believe a person comes into a right relation-
ship with God by His grace, through faith in 
Jesus Christ. 

  

 
  

Love (1 John 4:10-12) 
I sacrificially and unconditionally love and 
forgive others. 
Joy (John 15:11) 
I have inner contentment and purpose in spite 
of my circumstances. 
Peace (Philippians 4:6-7) 
I am free from anxiety because things are right 
between God, myself and others. 
Patience (Proverbs 14:29) 
I take a long time to overheat and endure pa-
tiently under the unavoidable pressures of life. 
Kindness/Goodness  
I choose to do the right things in my relation-
ships with others 

Faithfulness (Proverbs 3:3-4) 
I have established a good name with God and 
with others based on my long-term loyalty to 
those relationships. 
Gentleness (Philippians 4:5) 
I am thoughtful, considerate and calm in 
dealing with others. 
Self-Control (Titus 2:11-13) 
I have the power, through Christ, to control 
myself. 
Grace (Colossians 3:13) 
I demonstrate forgiveness, mercy and gener-
osity to others, even when they have offended 
me. 
Hope (1 Peter 1:3-5) 
I have a growing anticipation of God’s prom-
ises and my secure eternity with Him. 
Humility (Philippians 2:3-4) 
I choose to esteem others above myself. 

  

Bible Study (Hebrews 4:12) 
I study the Bible to know God, the truth, and 
to find direction for my daily life. 
Biblical Community (Acts 2:44-47) 
I fellowship with other Christians to accom-
plish God's purposes in my life, others' lives, 
and in the world. 
Compassion (Psalm 82:3-4) 
I seek to serve the last, the least and the lost 
in my community. 
Disciple-Making (2 Timothy 2:2) 
I multiply godly beliefs, virtues and practices 
in others to encourage their spiritual growth 
in Christ.  
Evangelism (Acts 1:8) 
I share Jesus with others through personal 
proclamation and demonstration of the   
gospel. 
Generosity (2 Corinthians 9:6-11) 
I gladly give my resources to fulfill God’s 
purposes.  
Prayer (Psalm 66:16-20) 
I pray to God to know Him, to lay my request 
before Him and to find direction for my daily 
life. 
Single-Mindedness (Matthew 6:33) 
I focus on God and His priorities for my life. 
Spiritual Gifts (Romans 12:4-6) 
I know and use my spiritual gifts to accom-
plish God's purposes. 
Worship (Psalm 95:1-7) 
I worship God for who He is and what He has 
done for me. 
 

The Scrolls Bible Study is a spiritual 
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