
“A Final Word of Peace” 
2 Thessalonians 3:16-18 

                      
I am free from anxiety 

because things are right 
between God, myself, and 

others. 
 

“Do not be anxious about 
anything, but in every situa-
tion, by prayer and petition, 
with thanksgiving, present 
your requests to God. And 

the peace of God, which 
transcends all understand-
ing, will guard your hearts 
and your minds in Christ 

Jesus.”     



Read 2 Thessalonians 3:16-18 

16 Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace 

at all times and in every way. The Lord be with all of you. 

17 I, Paul, write this greeting in my own hand, which 

is the distinguishing mark in all my letters. This is how I 

write. 

18 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

 

Read in other translations 

16 Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace 

at all times in every way. The Lord be with you all. 

17 I, Paul, write this greeting with my own hand. This 

is the sign of genuineness in every letter of mine; it is the 

way I write. 18 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with 

you all. (ESV) 

 

16 Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace 

at all times and in every way. The Lord be with you 

all. 17 I, Paul, write this greeting with my own hand, 

which is how I write in every letter. 18 The grace of our 

Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. (NET)  

After reading the text, practice your Observation 
skills by noting the following: 

• Bracket “of peace” in v. 16. 

• Circle “himself” in v. 16. 

• Circle “peace” in v. 16. 

• Underline “be with” in vv. 16, 18. 

• Bracket “in my own hand” in v. 17. 

• Underline “in all my letters” in v. 17. 

• Circle “grace” in v. 18. 

• Bracket “of our Lord Jesus Christ” in v. 18. 

  What one word would you use to describe the 
TONE of this passage? (i.e., stern, joyful, cautious, 
etc.) 

 

 

What word or idea stands out to you in this passage? 

 

 

 

?  

 

 

 

Try to summarize the THEME of this passage in one 

word. If you were going to describe these verses, you 

might say, “This text is about ________________.” 



1. Based on verse 16, describe the relationship of “peace” to “the Lord.“ 

 

 

2. Why does Paul include the reflexive pronoun, “himself,” in his sentence. What does it add?   

 

 

3. Explain why Paul might think that the Thessalonians needed peace (cf. 3:6-15; 1:4).   

 

 

 

4. Define the meaning of “peace” in this context.  

 

 

 

5. Paraphrase the expression “at all times and in every way.” Put it differently in your own words.  

 

 

 

6. Paul prays “the Lord be with you.” What does that mean?   

 

 

 

7. What do you infer regarding the composition and the penning of 2 Thessalonians from verse 17? 

 

 

 

8. Define the meaning of “grace” in this context.   

 

 

 

9. Paul prays “grace . . . be with you.” What does that mean?   

 

 

 

10. Discussion: Talk about how what Paul writes to the Thessalonians pertains to you.            



The closing of Paul’s second letter to the Thessalo-
nian church is found in 3:16-18, and contains the fol-
lowing three items: a wish-prayer (v. 16), a guarantee 
of the letter’s authenticity (v. 17), and a benediction 
(v. 18). In the first, he prays that the Lord Jesus, who 
is the source of peace, will personally give his readers 
peace. “Unlike the prayer in 1 Thessalonians 5.23, 
where the petition is addressed to ‘the God of 
peace’ (see comments), here it is offered to Jesus 
Christ, who is the Lord of peace” (Gene L. Green, The 
Letters to the Thessalonians, PNTC, 357). Together the 
two prayers reflect the close relationship of Jesus to 
God in the mind of Paul, implying that he believed in 
the deity of Jesus. Peace here implies, at the very least, 
the absence of conflict both inside and outside the 
community of faith—the first, conflict resulting from 
the refusal of the “idle and disruptive” to “settle 
down and earn the food they eat” (vv. 11-12; cf. 1Th 
4:10-12; 2Th 3:6-13) and the second, conflict resulting 
from the conversion of those “who turned to God 
from idols to serve the living and true God” (1Th 1:9; 
cf. 1:6; 2:14). He prays that this peace might be his 
readers’ “at all times and in every way.” “‘At all 
times’ asks that there be no break in the flow of 
Christ’s peace (cf. John 14:27; 16:33; Col 3:15); ‘in eve-
ry way’ asks that the prevalence of peace continue no 
matter what the outward circumstances” (Robert L. 
Thomas, “2 Thessalonians,” in The Expositor’s Bible 
Commentary, vol. 11, 336).  His prayer ends with a 
blessing, “The Lord be with all of you.” On this, one 
commentator writes: “This blessing, which antici-
pates the final benediction of the letter (v. 18), reflects 
the consciousness that permeated the ancient church 
that the Lord was always with them (Matt. 28.20; 
Acts 18.10; 2 Tim. 4.22); for that reason Paul could 
pray and hope for his presence in every situation 
(Rom. 15:33; Phil. 4.9; 2 Tim. 4.22). In the midst of 
conflicts and confusion, Christians are never alone. 
The Lord is always ‘Emmanuel’—“God with us’  
(Matt. 1:23)” (Green, 358).   

In the second, he guarantees that his letter is not a 
forgery (cf. 2:2). In Paul’s day, letters were often 
penned by an amanuensis, that is, a secretary, who 
wrote the letter as it was dictated by its author. In the 
closing of Paul’s letter to the Romans, we read, “I, 
Tertius, who wrote down this letter, greet you in the 
Lord” (16:22). Apparently, some amanuenses learned 
an early form of shorthand that allowed them to 
write as fast as someone could speak. And so, one 
commentator writes: “When authors made use of the 

services of an amanuensis, it was customary for 
them to include a greeting in their own hand at the 
end of the letter (1 Cor. 16.21; Gal. 6.11; Col. 4.18; 
Phlm. 19). At times this greeting would be written 
without any indication that it was the author himself 
who added it by hand. A number of ancient letters 
that have survived include a final note in a hand oth-
er than that which wrote the body of the letter, with 
no indication that the author took the pen apart from 
the change in handwriting. This was the most com-
mon practice. The change was evident to anyone 
who read the letter. However, Paul frequently in-
cluded a note about the change in his hand because 
his letters were read publicly in the assembly of the 
Christians. Not everyone could see the greeting in 
his handwriting, but everyone could hear it” (Green, 
358-59). 

The fact that 1 and 2 Thessalonians were two of 
Paul’s earliest letters—Galatians being the only earli-
er one—raises a question regarding the number of 
letters the apostle had written to this point. Here’s 
one commentator’s answer: “It is reasonable to as-
sume that Paul had written numerous letters, includ-
ing some to churches, prior to the production of 2 
Thessalonians. Paul had, as Best points out, ’been an 
active missionary for many years before this.’ And it 
is evident from Paul’s extant epistles that some of his 
letters have not been preserved (see 1 Cor 5:9-11; 2 
Cor 2:3-4; Col 4:16). It is reasonable to believe that 
Paul wrote instructions and encouragement to the 
churches he founded (e.g., those recorded in Acts 13-
14) well before the middle of his second missionary 
journey” (D. Michael Martin, 1, 2 Thessalonians, NAC, 
292). 

In the third, he offers a benediction (cf. 1Th 5:28)
—shorter than “The LORD bless you and keep you; 
the LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious 
to you; the LORD turn his face toward you and give 
you peace” (Nu 6:24-26), but in the same vein. This 
blessing of grace comes from “the Lord Jesus 
Christ,” and includes all the good things that come 
from his hand including but going beyond the bless-
ings of salvation. Paul’s wish-prayer and benediction 
imply how believers might pray for themselves.    



v. 16 of peace    Prepositional phrases 
introduced by “of” in English are called genitive 
phrases in Greek. These phrases can have a host of 
different nuances, e.g., they can indicate attribution 
(Jesus characterized by love), source (love that comes 
from Jesus), et al. Here “of peace” is a genitive of 
source. “May the Lord, the source of peace, himself 
give you peace at all times and in every way.”  

v. 16 himself     The reflexive pronoun is 
included for emphasis. “The word is intensive and 
emphatic [Hb, NIC]. It adds dignity to the name 
[El]” (Richard C. Blight, An exegetical Summary of 1 & 
2 Thessalonians, 2nd ed., 257).  

v. 16 peace     Lit. “the peace,” name-
ly, the peace that comes from the Lord. “Peace [here] 
is not an internal emotional state of tranquility but 
rather refers to a political or social reality. Peace 
could be the state of a nation that is not involved in 
war (cf. Acts 24.2; Rev. 6.4), but in the social sphere it 
consists of the absence of discord and conflicts be-
tween citizens. Taking into account the hostility the 
Christians suffered at the hands of their compatriots, 
a principal concern of this and the previous letter (1.4
-10; 1 Thess. 2.14), this prayer should be understood 
as a petition that the Lord would bring an end to this 
conflict. A number of commentators link the prayer 
for peace with the internal situation of the church, 
seeing it as a counterpoint to the discord between the 
disorderly and the other members of the church (3.6-
15)” (Gene L. Green, The Letters to the Thessalonians, 
PNTC, 357). 

v. 16 be with     Connotes the enabling 
and encouraging presence of the Lord. “‘The Lord be 
with you all’ echoes Jesus’ promise to be with his 
disciples (cf. Matt 28:20). Similar prayers occur in 
Rom 15:33 and Phil 4:9 with (as in the prayer in v. 
16a) ‘God’ as the subject rather than the ‘Lord.’ Bruce 
probably is correct to identify this as a ‘liturgical ben-
ediction.’ Such benedictions would have been famil-
iar to the church but not so routine as to lose any of 
its impact. The presence of the Lord of peace with 
‘all’ in the church should serve both to encourage 
and to unify the entire fellowship” (D. Michael Mar-
tin, 1, 2 Thessalonians, NAC, 291). “ ‘The Lord be with 
all of you’ requests what was previously guaranteed 
for Christians. His promise never to leave or forsake 
his own provides the assurances of this (Heb. 13:5). 
Here is an instance of the cooperation of prayer in  

fulfilling what God’s purpose predetermines (cf. 
1:11,12)” (Robert L. Thomas, “2 Thessalonians,” in 
The Expositor’s Bible Commentary, vol. 11, 336) 

v. 17 in my own hand  “Paul was dictating to 
an amanuensis up to 3:17 (cf. Rom 16:22; 1 Cor 16:21; 
Col 4:18). At this point he took the pen into his own 
hand to add a closing greeting. Though he undoubt-
edly did this quite frequently, he has called attention 
to it only here, in 1 Corinthians 16:21, and in Colos-
sians 4:18. The greeting in his own hand, ‘which is the 
distinguishing mark’ in all his letters (v.17), includes 
also the benediction of v.18. Apparently Paul fol-
lowed this practice consistently, expecting churches 
where he had served to recall his distinctive hand-
writing. It was particularly needed in this Epistle as a 
deterrent against any future attempt to forge a letter 
in his name (cf. 2.2). The practice was customary in 
ancient times (Frame, p. 312)” (Thomas, 337; see also 
Green, 358-59; Martin, 291-92). 

v. 17 all my letters   Paul didn’t start writing 
letters to churches on his second missionary journey; 
he must have made this his practice from the very 
beginning of his missionary ministry. “When Paul 
says ‘in all my letters’ (v.17), he does not mean just 
the letters previous to this, for he was also to follow 
this procedure later. Neither is the expression to be 
limited only to books found in the NT, because he is 
known to have written other Epistles besides these 
(cf. 1 Cor 5:9)” (Thomas, 337). 

v. 18 the grace . . .   Here again is a genitive 
of source, “the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,” refers 
to the grace that he bestows. And “grace” connotes 
the unmerited blessings that go beyond those of sal-
vation per se that he bestows on a daily basis.   



           

Pray for the peace that transcends time and circumstances,  
which the Lord Jesus Christ, its source, wants to give you.   

 

 

(Rewrite the Central Message above to personally apply to your own life) 

The “Living Questions” are simple questions we may ask of any text in order to apply the Bible to our life. An-
swer the questions below as personally as you can.  

1. What does this passage teach me about God? 

 

 

 

 

2. What does this passage teach me about myself? 

 

 

 

 

3. What does this passage lead me to do? 

 

 

 

 



   

Earn 1 KidPIX Token by completing the 
CENTRALKids Bible Study on this page 
and another token by memorizing and 
reciting the memory verse for this week. 
Questions: kids@wearecentral.org 

______ I completed my Bible Study 

______ I memorized this week’s verse 

______ I brought my Bible to church 

______ I brought a friend 

 

 

I live without worry because things are good between God, myself and others.    

 

“The Lord our God is with you, the Mighty Warrior who saves. He will take great delight in you;  
in his love he will no longer rebuke you, but will rejoice over you with singing.”  

Read 2 Thessalonians 3:16-18.  

1. Who gives peace? 

2. When does He give peace? 

3. What two words does Paul 
use to start and end this letter? 
(See 2 Th 1:2) 

Why is it important that Paul 
writes the greeting with his own 
hand?  

There are 249 verses about 
peace in the Old and New Tes-
tament.  
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Authority of the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 
I believe the Bible is the Word of God and has 
the right to command my belief and action. 
Church (Ephesians 4:15-16) 
I believe the church is God's primary way to 
accomplish His purposes on earth today. 
Eternity (John 14:1-4) 
I believe there is a heaven and a hell and that 
Jesus Christ is returning to judge the earth and 
to establish His eternal kingdom. 
The Holy Spirit (Romans 8:9) 
I believe the Holy Spirit convicts, calls,  
converts and changes me as a child of God. 
Humanity (John 3:16) 
I believe all people are loved by God and need 
Jesus Christ as their Savior. 
Identity in Christ (John 1:12) 
I believe I am significant because of my 
position as a child of God. 
Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:1-4) 
I believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God who 
became man, died for sinners and rose from the 
dead. 
Life Purpose (Acts 20:24) 
I believe I am a steward of God’s resources and 
have been redeemed to participate in His King-
dom purposes for His glory. 
Personal God (Psalm 121:1-2) 
I believe God is involved in and cares about my 
daily life. 
Salvation by Grace (Ephesians 2:8-9) 
I believe a person comes into a right relation-
ship with God by His grace, through faith in 
Jesus Christ. 

  

 
  

Love (1 John 4:10-12) 
I sacrificially and unconditionally love and 
forgive others. 
Joy (John 15:11) 
I have inner contentment and purpose in spite 
of my circumstances. 
Peace (Philippians 4:6-7) 
I am free from anxiety because things are right 
between God, myself and others. 
Patience (Proverbs 14:29) 
I take a long time to overheat and endure pa-
tiently under the unavoidable pressures of life. 
Kindness/Goodness  
I choose to do the right things in my relation-
ships with others 

Faithfulness (Proverbs 3:3-4) 
I have established a good name with God and 
with others based on my long-term loyalty to 
those relationships. 
Gentleness (Philippians 4:5) 
I am thoughtful, considerate and calm in 
dealing with others. 
Self-Control (Titus 2:11-13) 
I have the power, through Christ, to control 
myself. 
Grace (Colossians 3:13) 
I demonstrate forgiveness, mercy and gener-
osity to others, even when they have offended 
me. 
Hope (1 Peter 1:3-5) 
I have a growing anticipation of God’s prom-
ises and my secure eternity with Him. 
Humility (Philippians 2:3-4) 
I choose to esteem others above myself. 

  

Bible Study (Hebrews 4:12) 
I study the Bible to know God, the truth, and 
to find direction for my daily life. 
Biblical Community (Acts 2:44-47) 
I fellowship with other Christians to accom-
plish God's purposes in my life, others' lives, 
and in the world. 
Compassion (Psalm 82:3-4) 
I seek to serve the last, the least and the lost 
in my community. 
Disciple-Making (2 Timothy 2:2) 
I multiply godly beliefs, virtues and practices 
in others to encourage their spiritual growth 
in Christ.  
Evangelism (Acts 1:8) 
I share Jesus with others through personal 
proclamation and demonstration of the   
gospel. 
Generosity (2 Corinthians 9:6-11) 
I gladly give my resources to fulfill God’s 
purposes.  
Prayer (Psalm 66:16-20) 
I pray to God to know Him, to lay my request 
before Him and to find direction for my daily 
life. 
Single-Mindedness (Matthew 6:33) 
I focus on God and His priorities for my life. 
Spiritual Gifts (Romans 12:4-6) 
I know and use my spiritual gifts to accom-
plish God's purposes. 
Worship (Psalm 95:1-7) 
I worship God for who He is and what He has 
done for me. 
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