
“And Justice for All” 
2 Thessalonians 1:3-10 

                      
I believe there is a heaven 
and a hell and that Jesus 

Christ is returning to judge 
the earth and to establish 

his eternal  kingdom.  
 

”Do not let your hearts be 
troubled. You believe in 

God; believe also in me. 2 My 
Father’s house has many 

rooms; if that were not so, 
would I have told you that I 
am going there to prepare a 
place for you? 3 And if I go 

and prepare a place for you, I 
will come back and take you to 
be with me that you also may 

be where I am. 4 You know the 
way to the place where I am 

going.” 



Read 2 Thessalonians 1:3-10 

3 We ought always to thank God for you, brothers and 

sisters, and rightly so, because your faith is growing more 

and more, and the love all of you have for one another is in-

creasing. 4 Therefore, among God’s churches we boast about 

your perseverance and faith in all the persecutions and trials 

you are enduring. 

5 All this is evidence that God’s judgment is right, and as 

a result you will be counted worthy of the kingdom of God, 

for which you are suffering. 6 God is just: He will pay back 

trouble to those who trouble you 7 and give relief to you who 

are troubled, and to us as well. This will happen when the 

Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven in blazing fire with his 

powerful angels. 8 He will punish those who do not know 

God and do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 9 They will 

be punished with everlasting destruction and shut out from 

the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his might 10 on 

the day he comes to be glorified in his holy people and to be 

marveled at among all those who have believed. This includes 

you, because you believed our testimony to you. 

 

Read in another translation 

3 We ought to thank God always for you, brothers and 

sisters, and rightly so, because your faith flourishes more and 

more and the love of each one of you all for one another is ever 

greater. 4 As a result we ourselves boast about you in the 

churches of God for your perseverance and faith in all the 

persecutions and afflictions you are enduring. 

5 This is evidence of God’s righteous judgment, to make 

you worthy of the kingdom of God, for which in fact you are 

suffering. 6 For it is right for God to repay with affliction 

those who afflict you, 7 and to you who are being afflicted to 

give rest together with us when the Lord Jesus is re-

vealed from heaven with his mighty angels. 8 With flaming 

fire he will mete out punishment on those who do not 

know God and do not obey the gospel of our Lord Je-

sus. 9 They will undergo the penalty of eternal destruc-

tion, away from the presence of the Lord and from the 

glory of his strength, 10 when he comes to be glorified 

among his saints and admired on that day among all who 

have believed—and you did in fact believe our testimony. 

(NET) 

After reading the text, practice your Observation skills 
by noting the following: 

• Circle “ought” in v. 3.  

• Bracket “perseverance and faith” in v. 4. 

• Bracket “persecutions and trials” in v. 4. 

• Circle “All this” in v. 5. 

• Bracket “God’s judgment is right” in v. 5. 

• Highlight “kingdom of God” in v. 5. 

• Circle “relief” in v. 7.  

• Box “This” in v. 7. 

• Circle “revealed” in v. 7. 

• Circle “punish” in v. 8. 

• Circle “everlasting destruction” in v. 9. 

• Underline “presence” and “glory” in v. 9. 

• Double underline “glorified” and “marveled at” in 
v. 10.  

What one word would you use to describe the TONE of 

this passage? (i.e., stern, joyful, cautious, etc.) 

 

 

What word or idea stands out to you in this passage? 

 

 

?  

 

 

Try to summarize the THEME of this passage in one 

word. If you were going to describe these verses, you 

might say, “This text is about ________________.” 



1. Explain why Paul feels obligated (cf. “ought,” v. 3) to offer a prayer of thanksgiving for the Thessalonians (see 
1Th 3:10, 12).            

 

 

2. Put exactly what Paul boasted about among God’s churches in your own words.   

 

 

 

3. God’s judgment regarding the Thessalonians is right (v. 5). What judgment? 

 

 

 

4. “God is just.” How so? 

 

 

5. “Relief” is promised to the “troubled” Thessalonians (v. 7). What will happen, and when will it happen? 

 

 

 

6. “Relief” is also promised to Paul and his colleagues, Silas and Timothy (v. 7; cf. v. 1). What do you infer from 
that? 

 

 

7. Describe the mood surrounding Jesus coming to reign based on how his coming is portrayed in verses 7, 9, 10 
(cf. Mt 24:29-31). 

 

 

8. What will happen to the troublers—i.e., “those who do not know God and do not obey the gospel” (v. 8-9)—
when the worm turns and the “troubled” receive relief?  

 

 

 

9. Jesus will “be glorified” and “marveled at” by those who have believed “on the day he comes.” How so?  

 

 

10. Discussion: Talk about your response to the vindication and recompense to be received when Jesus returns to 
reign.      



Letters can be defined as ongoing conversations be-
tween people who are apart. Paul’s two letters to the 
Thessalonians certainly fit that definition nicely. The 
ongoing nature of the conversation between the two 
parties can be seen in a variety of ways. For example, 
following the opening salutation (1:1-2), the apostle’s 
prayer of thanksgiving (vv. 3-4) echoes themes promi-
nent in 1 Thessalonians. The readers’ faith, love, and 
hope for which he expressed thanks to God in his first 
letter (1:2-3) are cited again as reasons to give thanks in 
his second (vv. 3-4). And while not explicitly mentioned 
in 2 Thessalonians 1:3-4, hope, which is a trait of 
“perseverance” based on the evident link between the 
two—“endurance inspired by hope” (1Th 1:3)—is (v. 4). 
Furthermore, in his 2 Thessalonians prayer, the apostle 
gives thanks to God for answering a previous prayer. 
One commentator explains: “The phrase ‘we ought’ is 
otherwise unparalleled in Paul’s writings . . . The Thes-
salonians’ ‘faith is growing more and more,’ and the 
love they have ‘for each other is increasing’—the very 
things for which Paul said he was praying in 1 Thessalo-
nians 3:10, 12. Any sense of ‘obligation’ in 2 Thessaloni-
ans 1:3a is driven not by duty but by gratitude to God 
for the divinely inspired growth experienced by the 
Thessalonians, a gratitude so overwhelming that one 
has little choice but to give thanks for it” (Michael W. 
Holmes, The NIV Application Commentary: 1 and 2 Thessa-
lonians, 211). And finally, 2 Thessalonians contains fur-
ther teaching on eschatology, some of which was occa-
sioned by incorrect teaching regarding the day of the 
Lord purportedly received from him (cf. 2:1-12). The 
fact that the Thessalonians’ faith and love were growing 
in spite of the persecutions and trials they were endur-
ing was reason enough to give thanks and to boast 
about them among God’s churches (vv. 3-4). 

Paul goes on to write in verse 5: “All this,”—i.e., all 
the reasons he just cited for giving thanks for his read-
ers—“is evidence that God’s judgment is right.” And 
what “judgment” is that? It’s his judgment that the 
Thessalonians “will be counted worthy of the kingdom 
of God” (v. 5). Put differently, God is right to count 
them “worthy of the kingdom of God” because their 
faith is clearly genuine, as evidenced by their increasing 
faith and love, and their perseverance “in all the perse-
cutions and trials” they are enduring—faith is the ticket 
that gains them entrance into Christ’s kingdom.   

In verses 6-7a, Paul extrapolates from God’s justice 
as follows: Because “God is just,” he will necessarily 
turn the tables on the readers’ persecutors. “He will pay 
back trouble to those who trouble you,” Paul writes. 
“And give relief to you who are troubled.” The inclu-
sion of Paul and his colleagues as an afterthought—

“And to us as well”—implies that the same holds true 
for all who believe.  

“This,” that is, the manifestation of God’s justice 
described in verses 6-7a, will happen when the Lord 
Jesus “is revealed,” that is, when he comes to reign over 
Israel and the nations (v. 7b; cf. Mt 24:29-31; Rev 19:11-
20:6). Now hidden from sight by heaven’s curtain, 
when he comes to reign, the curtain will be drawn, and 
he will be seen by everyone, and everyone will recog-
nize he truly is, the “King of kings and Lord of lords”  
(Rev 19:6), who has come “in blazing fire with his pow-
erful angels” (v. 7b) to execute judgment. Consequent-
ly, “all the peoples of the earth will mourn when they 
see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven, 
with power and great glory” (Mt 24:30b).  

Two groups of people will receive their specified 
due on that day (vv. 8-10). On the one hand, Jesus will 
“punish” or “take vengeance on” the first group, “those 
who do not know God and do not obey the gospel” (v. 
8)—including the Thessalonians’ troublers. They will be 
“punished with everlasting destruction,” which implies 
according to one commentator, that their destruction 
“will be neither temporary nor will it be annihilation, 
but it will continue throughout eternity and those being 
punished will be conscious. It is eternal death as op-
posed to eternal life (Matt. 25:46). The nature of the de-

struction follows in the next phrase. Separation from 
the Lord’s presence (lit., ‘face’) is the essence of eternal 
punishment” (Thomas L. Constable, “2 Thessalonians,” 
in The Bible Knowledge Commentary: New Testament, 716). 
Separation from the Lord’s presence initially means 
exclusion from his kingdom (cf. Mt 25:46) and ultimate-
ly means exclusion from his presence throughout eter-
nity.  

On the other hand, while the first group is “shut out 
from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his 
might” (v. 9), the second group, “those counted worthy 
of the kingdom,” all those who obey the gospel includ-
ing the Thessalonians, will gain entrance into the king-
dom. Those who have believed will glorify and admire 
their king. Another commentator explains: “Those who 
have believed will marvel at him and the holy ones (the 
same group) will glorify him, in stark contrast to the 
rejection he and his people suffered (v. 8). In his revela-
tion, his people will give him the glory and honor he 
deserves because of the execution of his judgment on 
that day (cf. Exod. 14.4, 17, 18; Ezek. 28.22; 38.23)”  
(Gene L. Green, The Letters to the Thessalonians, PNTC, 
295). 

As Christians we look forward to both the return of 
Jesus to rescue (1Th 4:13-18), as well as the return of Je-
sus to reign (2Th 1:5-10). We are rescued from coming 
wrath in the day of the Lord as a result of the first, and 
we gain entrance into the messianic kingdom as a result 
of the second.  





           

When Jesus comes to reign, those who believe the gospel will enter the kingdom  
while those who do not, will be shut out.  

 

 

(Rewrite the Central Message above to personally apply to your own life) 

The “Living Questions” are simple questions we may ask of any text in order to apply the Bible to our life. An-
swer the questions below as personally as you can.  

1. What does this passage teach me about God? 

 

 

 

 

2. What does this passage teach me about myself? 

 

 

 

 

3. What does this passage lead me to do? 

 

 

 

 



   

Earn 1 KidPIX Token by completing the 
CENTRALKids Bible Study on this page 
and another token by memorizing and 
reciting the memory verse for this week. 
Questions: kids@wearecentral.org 

______ I completed my Bible Study 

______ I memorized this week’s verse 

______ I brought my Bible to church 

______ I brought a friend 

 

My youngest son has always been a character. He has forever made us laugh with his quippy sayings and non-

sense shenanigans. When he was in second grade, he had to color a sign that said, “I can do hard things.” He crea-

tively adjusted the sign to say, “I can’t do hard things.” I’m with you, buddy. Hard things are hard and I can’t do 

them either, or rather, I just don’t want to. Add to daily hard things the fact that we live in a fallen world where 

injustice is great, and a potentially combustible situation develops. Mean people succeed, criminals win, hurt peo-

ple hurt others, the rich get richer and the poor are stuck in a spiraling vortex from which it’s impossible to break 

free. There is no justice and hard things make it seem as if our trials are impossible to overcome. So, what’s a fol-

lower of Christ to do? Keep on! Don’t ever give up running the race with your eyes on the prize. We might not 

experience relief from the trials of life and we might not see justice this side of heaven, but victory is promised and 

His name is Jesus. I’m reminded to preach the gospel to myself – our troubles are temporary and their purpose is 

to grow and change us with eternity in mind. We should fix our eyes on our eternal Father, focusing on His faith-

fulness, trusting His ways are higher than our own, knowing without fail that He is just and resting in the victory 

promised to every believer. This is how we grow in Christ. I’m praying you seek God with your whole heart. 

I believe in heaven and hell and that one day Jesus will come again.   

 

“And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love Him,  
who have been called according to His purposes.“ 

Read 2 Thessalonians 1:3-10.  

1. Why does Paul thank God for 
the Thessalonians? 

2. How is God’s justice de-
scribed? 

3. When will God administer 
justice? 

How does God’s punishment of 
unbelievers show his justice?  
 

Gather some photos of yourself 
throughout the years. How 
have you grown? How much 
do you think you’ll grow and 
change as you get older? How 
do you expect to grow spiritual-
ly? 
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Authority of the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 
I believe the Bible is the Word of God and has 
the right to command my belief and action. 
Church (Ephesians 4:15-16) 
I believe the church is God's primary way to 
accomplish His purposes on earth today. 
Eternity (John 14:1-4) 
I believe there is a heaven and a hell and that 
Jesus Christ is returning to judge the earth and 
to establish His eternal kingdom. 
The Holy Spirit (Romans 8:9) 
I believe the Holy Spirit convicts, calls,  
converts and changes me as a child of God. 
Humanity (John 3:16) 
I believe all people are loved by God and need 
Jesus Christ as their Savior. 
Identity in Christ (John 1:12) 
I believe I am significant because of my 
position as a child of God. 
Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:1-4) 
I believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God who 
became man, died for sinners and rose from the 
dead. 
Life Purpose (Acts 20:24) 
I believe I am a steward of God’s resources and 
have been redeemed to participate in His King-
dom purposes for His glory. 
Personal God (Psalm 121:1-2) 
I believe God is involved in and cares about my 
daily life. 
Salvation by Grace (Ephesians 2:8-9) 
I believe a person comes into a right relation-
ship with God by His grace, through faith in 
Jesus Christ. 

  

 
  

Love (1 John 4:10-12) 
I sacrificially and unconditionally love and 
forgive others. 
Joy (John 15:11) 
I have inner contentment and purpose in spite 
of my circumstances. 
Peace (Philippians 4:6-7) 
I am free from anxiety because things are right 
between God, myself and others. 
Patience (Proverbs 14:29) 
I take a long time to overheat and endure pa-
tiently under the unavoidable pressures of life. 
Kindness/Goodness  
I choose to do the right things in my relation-
ships with others 

Faithfulness (Proverbs 3:3-4) 
I have established a good name with God and 
with others based on my long-term loyalty to 
those relationships. 
Gentleness (Philippians 4:5) 
I am thoughtful, considerate and calm in 
dealing with others. 
Self-Control (Titus 2:11-13) 
I have the power, through Christ, to control 
myself. 
Grace (Colossians 3:13) 
I demonstrate forgiveness, mercy and gener-
osity to others, even when they have offended 
me. 
Hope (1 Peter 1:3-5) 
I have a growing anticipation of God’s prom-
ises and my secure eternity with Him. 
Humility (Philippians 2:3-4) 
I choose to esteem others above myself. 

  

Bible Study (Hebrews 4:12) 
I study the Bible to know God, the truth, and 
to find direction for my daily life. 
Biblical Community (Acts 2:44-47) 
I fellowship with other Christians to accom-
plish God's purposes in my life, others' lives, 
and in the world. 
Compassion (Psalm 82:3-4) 
I seek to serve the last, the least and the lost 
in my community. 
Disciple-Making (2 Timothy 2:2) 
I multiply godly beliefs, virtues and practices 
in others to encourage their spiritual growth 
in Christ.  
Evangelism (Acts 1:8) 
I share Jesus with others through personal 
proclamation and demonstration of the   
gospel. 
Generosity (2 Corinthians 9:6-11) 
I gladly give my resources to fulfill God’s 
purposes.  
Prayer (Psalm 66:16-20) 
I pray to God to know Him, to lay my request 
before Him and to find direction for my daily 
life. 
Single-Mindedness (Matthew 6:33) 
I focus on God and His priorities for my life. 
Spiritual Gifts (Romans 12:4-6) 
I know and use my spiritual gifts to accom-
plish God's purposes. 
Worship (Psalm 95:1-7) 
I worship God for who He is and what He has 
done for me. 
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