
“Weed Warning” 
1 Thessalonians 2:17-3:5 

I seek to serve the last, the 
least, and the lost in my 

community.  
 

“How long will you defend 
the unjust and show partiali-
ty to the wicked? Defend the 

weak and the fatherless; 
uphold the cause of the 

poor and the oppressed.” 



Read 1 Thessalonians 2:17-3:5 

17 But, brothers and sisters, when we were orphaned 

by being separated from you for a short time (in person, 

not in thought), out of our intense longing we made every 

effort to see you. 18 For we wanted to come to you—

certainly I, Paul, did, again and again—but Satan blocked 

our way. 19 For what is our hope, our joy, or the crown in 

which we will glory in the presence of our Lord Jesus when 

he comes? Is it not you? 20 Indeed, you are our glory and 

joy. 

3:1 So when we could stand it no longer, we thought it 

best to be left by ourselves in Athens. 2 We sent Timo-

thy, who is our brother and co-worker in God’s service in 

spreading the gospel of Christ, to strengthen and encour-

age you in your faith, 3 so that no one would be unsettled 

by these trials. For you know quite well that we are des-

tined for them. 4 In fact, when we were with you, we kept 

telling you that we would be persecuted. And it turned out 

that way, as you well know. 5 For this reason, when I 

could stand it no longer, I sent to find out about your 

faith. I was afraid that in some way the tempter had tempt-

ed you and that our labors might have been in vain.  

After reading the text, practice your Observation 
skills by noting the following: 

• Box “But” indicating contrast in vv. 17, 18.   

• Circle “orphaned” in v. 17. 

• Box “For” indicating reason in vv. 18, 19. 

• Underline “hope,” “joy,” and “crown” in v. 19. 

• Bracket “when he comes” in v. 19. 

• Box “So” indicating result in 3:1. 

• Circle “Athens” in v. 1. 

• Bracket “our brother and co-worker” in v. 2. 

• Underline “strengthen” and “encourage” in v. 2. 

• Box “so that” indicating purpose in v. 3. 

• Circle “trials” in v. 3 and “persecuted” in v. 4. 

• Bracket “For this reason” in v. 5. 

• Circle “in vain” in v. 5. 

What one word would you use to describe the TONE 

of this passage? (i.e., stern, joyful, cautious, etc.) 

 

 

What word or idea stands out to you in this passage? 

 

 

?  

 

 

Try to summarize the THEME of this passage in one 

word. If you were going to describe these verses, you 

might say, “This text is about ________________.” 



1. Describe Paul’s relationship to the Thessalonians based on his tone and his words to them (2:17-3:5).  

 

 

 

2. Figuratively speaking, Paul says, “we were orphaned” (v. 17). What does he mean literally? 

 

 

3. Given what Paul says in verse 18, what do you think the Thessalonians are hearing from their detractors?   

 

 

 

4. Paul says, “For we wanted to come to you” (v. 18). Why? 

 

 

 

5. Paul uses two rhetorical questions to make a point in verse 19. Why not just say, “Indeed you are our glory 
and joy” (v. 20), and leave it at that?  

 

 

 

6. To what future event does verse 19 refer? 

 

 

7. Paul, Silas, and Timothy leave Thessalonica together and later wind up together in Corinth. Trace their move-
ments in between (see Ac 17:10, 14-15; 1Th 3:2; Ac 18:5). 

 

 

8. Why is Timothy sent back to Thessalonica and what makes it necessary? 

 

 

 

9. Explain what Paul taught the Thessalonians about trials and persecution.   

 

 

10. Discussion: Paul speculates that their labors in Thessalonica might have been in vain. Is he concerned for the 
salvation of the Thessalonians? If not, what is he concerned about? Talk it over.  



About 1 Thessalonians 2:17-3:5, one commentator 
writes: “First Thessalonians has been called ‘a classic 
of friendship,’ and here is a passage where Paul's 
deep affection for his friends breathes through his 
words" (William Barclay, The Letters to the Philippians, 
Colossians, and Thessalonians, 2nd ed., DSBS, 224). His 
tone is warmly personal and his words deeply affec-
tionate. In the first paragraph (2:17-20) he describes 
being forced to leave Thessalonica (Ac 17:10), the 
emotional toll that leaving took not only on him but 
also on Silas and Timothy (1Th 2:17), their repeated 
efforts to return to Thessalonica that were frustrated 
by Satan (v. 18), and how much the Thessalonian be-
lievers mean to them (vv. 19-20).  

In the first paragraph (2:17-20), Paul writes that 
he, Silas, and Timothy were “torn away” from the 
church, which left the three of them feeling like or-
phaned children, who had been torn away from their 
parents (v. 17)—they, like the Thessalonians, felt or-
phaned by their involuntary departure. And even 
though the Thessalonians were out of sight for a 
while, they were never out of mind. In fact, the three, 
especially Paul (“I, Paul,” v. 18), wanted so strongly 
to return to Thessalonica that they tried repeatedly to 
do so, but their every effort was frustrated by Satan, 
who makes putting roadblocks in the way of the gos-
pel his mission. The idea behind the term translated 
“blocked” (v. 18) is “that of cutting up a road to make 
it impassable, and thence of hindering in general”  
(Leon Morris, The First Epistle to the Thessalonians, 
NICNT, 95, italics added).  

Why the strong desire to see the Thessalonians 
again? Paul explains why using two rhetorical ques-
tions: ”For what is our hope, our joy, or the crown in 
which we will glory in the presence of our Lord Jesus 
when he comes? Is it not you?” In other words, Paul, 
Silas, and Timothy wanted to see the Thessalonians 
again because these believers were their “hope,” 
“joy,” and lit., “crown of boasting.” “They were his 
hope: their development was what he lived for as a 
parent lives to see his children grow up to maturity, 
to produce and reproduce. They were his joy; they 
filled his life with sunshine as he thought of what 
they used to be, what they had become, and what 
they would be by the grace of God. There were his 
crown; they themselves were the symbol of God’s 
blessing on his life and ministry” (Thomas L. Consta-
ble, “1 Thessalonians,” in The Bible Knowledge Com-
mentary: New Testament, 697). The use of rhetorical 
questions is for emphasis. “The ‘crown of exulta-

tion’ [‘crown in which we will glory,’ NIV] alludes to 
the wreath which was awarded to the victor in an 
athletic contest: victory in such a contest afforded the 
victor and all associated with him ample ground for 
[kauxēsis] (‘boasting’)” (Bruce, 56). Paul is referring 
here to the judgment seat of Christ before which eve-
ry believer will appear to be rewarded for running a 
good race in this life. This judgment and awards cer-
emony occurs following the return of Jesus described 
in 4:13-17 (cf. 2Co 5:10).  

 In the second paragraph (3:1-6), Paul writes that 
in response to Satan’s hindering, he and Silas sent 
Timothy from Athens to Thessalonica to (purpose) 
“strengthen” the church spiritually and “encourage” 
it emotionally. Clearly, the three of them knew what a 
persecuted church needed. Timothy was to 
“strengthen and encourage” the church, so that 
(result) no one would be “unsettled” by the 
“trials” (v. 3) and “persecution” (v. 4) coming their 
way. The word translated “unsettled” (cf. “shaken,” 
NET) suggests that Timothy was to minster to the 
church, so that its members might not have second 
thoughts regarding their faith in the face of skeptical 
outsiders. Paul knew the harassment they faced 
might give them pause, if they did not understand 
that such was the lot of all those who believe. So he 
reminds them of what he taught them when he was 
with them. He writes: “We kept telling you that we 
would be persecuted. And it turned out that way, as 
you well know” (v. 4). Persecution was not a sign of 
something gone wrong with their faith; on the con-
trary, it was a sign of something gone right with it. 
Timothy was also to report back to Paul as to wheth-
er there was anything left to show for the ministry in 
Thessalonica.  

In a nutshell, Paul was aware of the Thessaloni-
ans’ spiritual immaturity and emotional vulnerability, 
likely aggravated by his abrupt departure, and he 
was uncertain as to whether their faith and warm 
relationship to him had held up under testing, so to 
neutralize Satan’s efforts, he and Silas sent Timothy 
to establish them in the faith and assure them of 
Paul’s continuing affection for them.  

An application is difficult to draw from this pas-
sage because it is so personal and historically rooted. 
Nevertheless, the Thessalonians’ response to perse-
cution and the warm relationship between them and 
Paul are at the heart of it. Both are rooted in a shared 
relationship with Jesus Christ and shared suffering.  
So Paul leveraged his relationship to them to 
strengthen them to resist Satan’s attempts to use 
their trials and suffering to unsettle their faith.         





           

Strengthen one another to resist Satan’s attempts to use trials  
and persecution to unsettle you in your faith.    

 

 

(Rewrite the Central Message above to personally apply to your own life) 

The “Living Questions” are simple questions we may ask of any text in order to apply the Bible to our life. An-
swer the questions below as personally as you can.  

1. What does this passage teach me about God? 

 

 

 

 

2. What does this passage teach me about myself? 

 

 

 

 

3. What does this passage lead me to do? 

 

 

 

 



   

Earn 1 KidPIX Token by completing the 
CENTRALKids Bible Study on this page 
and another token by memorizing and 
reciting the memory verse for this week. 
Questions: kids@wearecentral.org 

______ I completed my Bible Study 

______ I memorized this week’s verse 

______ I brought my Bible to church 

______ I brought a friend 

 

I remember the moment I met each of my children face-to-face. I knew I loved them but when I first laid eyes on 

them my heart felt like it was going to burst out of my chest. At that moment I had such hope for my little nuggets. I 

had big dreams and giant plans for their future. Somewhere down the line I realized that my expectations for my kids 

are just that, my expectations. Have you seen that meme that compares what we thought parenting would look like to 

what it actually is? Raising children is a whole lot different than what I expected. Don’t get me wrong. Parenting is 

fun, exciting and challenging but I thought I would be a Girl Scout mom and my husband would be a T-ball coach. 

My children, on the other hand, had completely different paths carved out for themselves. Though their interests and 

activities were vastly different from what I expected, one thing I’m ridiculously thankful for is their continuously 

growing faith in the Lord. Once again, I expected them to be at church every moment the doors were open and partici-

pate in Christian-based activities on their school campus. But their faith is their own and doesn’t look like what I 

thought it would. Instead, it’s blossomed into a unique and beautiful relationship with the Lord that is standing the 

tests of time and trials as they get older. Isn’t that our biggest hope? It’s nice to have accomplished children, but con-

siderably better to witness our children as followers of Jesus Christ. We’re praying you have moments of true disciple-

ship this week and witness their growing fruit.  

I believe God wants me to help others in need.   

“In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds  

and glorify your Father in heaven.“ 

Read 1 Thessalonians 2:17-3:5  

1. How did Paul describe his 
Thessalonian friends?  

2. Who did Paul send to Thessa-
lonica and why? 

3. Why was Paul concerned 
about their faith? 

How did Paul know Satan was 
blocking his return and not Je-
sus? 

Everybody loves being told 
they are doing well. When you 
see Christlike behavior in your 
family members this week, let 
them know you see Jesus at 
work in their life.  



Tom Bulick (M.A. in Educational 
Leadership, Eastern Michigan Uni-
versity, Th.M. in Old Testament, 
and Ph.D. in Bible Exposition, Dal-
las Theological Seminary). For 
more than forty years, Tom has 
served as pastor, faculty member, 
and administrator. Tom was Vice 
President for Student Life and 
Associate Professor of Religious 
Studies at Trinity Western Univer-
sity (Vancouver, B.C.) from 1986 to 
1998 and Spiritual Formation Pas-
tor at Central Bible Church 
(Arlington, TX) from 1998 to 2022. 
He and his wife Ruth have one son, 
Zach. 
 
Stephanie Thomas (B.B.A Univer-
sity of Texas at Arlington). Stepha-
nie is married to James and they 
have four children: Elijah, Levi, 
Ella and Simon. Stephanie has 
attended Central Bible Church for 
more than 20 years, has been on 
staff since 2014, and now serves as 
Children’s Minister. 

  

Authority of the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 
I believe the Bible is the Word of God and has 
the right to command my belief and action. 
Church (Ephesians 4:15-16) 
I believe the church is God's primary way to 
accomplish His purposes on earth today. 
Eternity (John 14:1-4) 
I believe there is a heaven and a hell and that 
Jesus Christ is returning to judge the earth and 
to establish His eternal kingdom. 
The Holy Spirit (Romans 8:9) 
I believe the Holy Spirit convicts, calls,  
converts and changes me as a child of God. 
Humanity (John 3:16) 
I believe all people are loved by God and need 
Jesus Christ as their Savior. 
Identity in Christ (John 1:12) 
I believe I am significant because of my 
position as a child of God. 
Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:1-4) 
I believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God who 
became man, died for sinners and rose from the 
dead. 
Life Purpose (Acts 20:24) 
I believe I am a steward of God’s resources and 
have been redeemed to participate in His King-
dom purposes for His glory. 
Personal God (Psalm 121:1-2) 
I believe God is involved in and cares about my 
daily life. 
Salvation by Grace (Ephesians 2:8-9) 
I believe a person comes into a right relation-
ship with God by His grace, through faith in 
Jesus Christ. 

  

 
  

Love (1 John 4:10-12) 
I sacrificially and unconditionally love and 
forgive others. 
Joy (John 15:11) 
I have inner contentment and purpose in spite 
of my circumstances. 
Peace (Philippians 4:6-7) 
I am free from anxiety because things are right 
between God, myself and others. 
Patience (Proverbs 14:29) 
I take a long time to overheat and endure pa-
tiently under the unavoidable pressures of life. 
Kindness/Goodness  
I choose to do the right things in my relation-
ships with others 

Faithfulness (Proverbs 3:3-4) 
I have established a good name with God and 
with others based on my long-term loyalty to 
those relationships. 
Gentleness (Philippians 4:5) 
I am thoughtful, considerate and calm in 
dealing with others. 
Self-Control (Titus 2:11-13) 
I have the power, through Christ, to control 
myself. 
Grace (Colossians 3:13) 
I demonstrate forgiveness, mercy and gener-
osity to others, even when they have offended 
me. 
Hope (1 Peter 1:3-5) 
I have a growing anticipation of God’s prom-
ises and my secure eternity with Him. 
Humility (Philippians 2:3-4) 
I choose to esteem others above myself. 

  

Bible Study (Hebrews 4:12) 
I study the Bible to know God, the truth, and 
to find direction for my daily life. 
Biblical Community (Acts 2:44-47) 
I fellowship with other Christians to accom-
plish God's purposes in my life, others' lives, 
and in the world. 
Compassion (Psalm 82:3-4) 
I seek to serve the last, the least and the lost 
in my community. 
Disciple-Making (2 Timothy 2:2) 
I multiply godly beliefs, virtues and practices 
in others to encourage their spiritual growth 
in Christ.  
Evangelism (Acts 1:8) 
I share Jesus with others through personal 
proclamation and demonstration of the   
gospel. 
Generosity (2 Corinthians 9:6-11) 
I gladly give my resources to fulfill God’s 
purposes.  
Prayer (Psalm 66:16-20) 
I pray to God to know Him, to lay my request 
before Him and to find direction for my daily 
life. 
Single-Mindedness (Matthew 6:33) 
I focus on God and His priorities for my life. 
Spiritual Gifts (Romans 12:4-6) 
I know and use my spiritual gifts to accom-
plish God's purposes. 
Worship (Psalm 95:1-7) 
I worship God for who He is and what He has 
done for me. 
 

The Scrolls Bible Study is a spiritual 
growth resource of Central Bible 

Church, Fort Worth, Texas. 
© 2023 Central Bible Church. 

Material researched, written and 
supervised by Dr. Tom Bulick. 

All Scripture referenced from the 
New International Version unless 
otherwise noted. This resource is 

freely distributed and may be 
copied without permission.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


