
“Ministry without Apology” 
1 Thessalonians 2:1-12 

I share Jesus with others 
through personal procla-

mation and demonstration 
of the gospel.  

 
“’But you will receive power 
when the Holy Spirit comes 
on you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, and 

in all Judea and Samaria, and 
to the ends of the earth.’” 



Read 1 Thessalonians 2:1-12 
 
1 You know, brothers and sisters, that our visit to 

you was not without results. 2 We had previously suf-

fered and been treated outrageously in Philippi, as you 

know, but with the help of our God we dared to tell you his 

gospel in the face of strong opposition. 3 For the appeal we 

make does not spring from error or impure motives, nor 

are we trying to trick you. 4 On the contrary, we speak as 

those approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel. We 

are not trying to please people but God, who tests our 

hearts. 5 You know we never used flattery, nor did we put 

on a mask to cover up greed—God is our witness. 6 We 

were not looking for praise from people, not from you or 

anyone else, even though as apostles of Christ we could 

have asserted our authority. 7 Instead, we were like young 

children among you. 

Just as a nursing mother cares for her children, 8 so we 

cared for you. Because we loved you so much, we were 

delighted to share with you not only the gospel of God but 

our lives as well. 9 Surely you remember, brothers and 

sisters, our toil and hardship; we worked night and day in 

order not to be a burden to anyone while we preached the 

gospel of God to you. 10 You are witnesses, and so is 

God, of how holy, righteous and blameless we were among 

you who believed. 11 For you know that we dealt with 

each of you as a father deals with his own children,  

12 encouraging, comforting and urging you to live lives 

worthy of God, who calls you into his kingdom and glory 

After reading the text, practice your Observation 
skills by noting the following: 

• Bracket “not without results” in v. 1. 

• Underline “treated outrageously in Philippi” in 
v. 2. 

• Box “but” in vv. 2, 4 and “not only . . . but” in v. 
8 indicating contrast. 

• Circle “strong opposition” in v. 2. 

• Circle “error,” “impure motives,” and “trick” in 
v. 3. 

• Box “On the contrary” indicating contrast in v. 4. 

• Box “instead” indicating contrast in v. 7. 

• Box “like” and “Just as . . . so” indicating compar-
ison in v. 7. 

• Circle “young children” in v. 7. 

• Bracket “of God” in v. 8. 

• Circle “holy,” “righteous,” and “blameless” in v. 
10. 

• Box “as” indicating comparison in v. 11. 

• Circle “encouraging, comforting and urging” in 
v. 12. 

What one word would you use to describe the TONE 

of this passage? (i.e., stern, joyful, cautious, etc.) 

 

 

What word or idea stands out to you in this passage? 

 

 

?  

 

 

Try to summarize the THEME of this passage in one 

word. If you were going to describe these verses, you 

might say, “This text is about ________________.” 



1. The expression “not without results” is an example of litotes (see note on v. 1). Interpret the meaning of this 
figure of speech used in verse 1 and explain why results matter. 

 

 

 

2. What made the treatment of Paul, Silas, and Timothy in Philippi (see Ac 16:16-24, 37-39) so outrageous?   

 

 

3. Verse 2 contains a contrast introduced by “but.” Replace “but” with another word or words indicating contrast 
that might clarify the nuance of the verse. 

 

 

4. Why would Paul feel it necessary to defend “the appeal” (v. 3) he, Silas, and Timothy made when in Thessa-
lonica? 

 

 

 

5. Explain the contrast indicated by “On the contrary” in verse 4. 

 

 

 

6. The NIV reads “we were like young children” (v. 7); other translations read “we were gentle” (e.g., ESV). Ex-
plain which you think better fits the context and why (see note on v. 7). 

 

 

7. Compare and contrast the comparisons indicated by “Just as” in verse 7 and “as” in verse 11.   

 

 

 

 8. In what sense did Paul, Silas, and Timothy not only share the gospel but also their own lives?  

 

 

9. God calls believers into a glorious kingdom (“kingdom and glory” v. 12). Is he referring to heaven? Explain. 

 

 

10. Discussion: Paul’s description of the character of the “appeal” he, Silas, and Timothy made in Thessalonica 
reminds us of the critical relationship of the message to the messenger. Talk about it.  





v. 1 not without results    Cf. You your-
selves know, dear brothers, how worthwhile that visit 
was” (TLB). “Not without results” is an example litotes, 
a figure of speech that expresses an affirmative by deny-
ing its contrary, for example, “you won’t be sorry,” 
meaning “you’ll be glad.” Here “not without results” 
means “with remarkable results.”  

v. 2 treated outrageously   Cf. Ac 16:19-24, 
37. “We do not share the view of those who think that 
when Paul spoke of having been shamefully treated 
(insulted, abused), he was referring only to the fact that 
he and Silas, uncondemned men, had been beaten publicly 
though they were Roman citizens. That was part of the 
shameful treatment but not all of it: the men—Roman 
citizens, yes; apostles of Jesus Christ besides!—had been 
arrested, dragged into the market-place [sic] before the 
rulers, slandered, robbed of their clothing, thrown into 
prison with their feet made fast in the stocks, etc. The 
verb employed in the original (study its use in Acts 14:5; 
then Matt. 22:6 and Luke 18:32) is comprehensive 
enough in meaning to include all this insolent treatment 
to which the missionaries had been exposed and which 
had caused them much suffering”  (William Hendrik-
sen, Exposition of 1 and II Thessalonians: Commentary on 1 
Thessalonians, NTC, 61). 

v. 2 strong opposition    The Gk. term agōn 
“The word ‘conflict’ [‘opposition’ NIV] is a vivid one. It 
is part of the vocabulary of athletics, where it means a 
contest or race. It is that from which we derive our 
word ‘agony.’ It denotes not a token opposition, a tepid 
struggle, but a very real battle” (Leon Morris, The First 
and Second Epistles to the Thessalonians, NICNT, 70). 

v. 3 error, impure motives, trick “The cities of the 
ancient world were full of traveling philosophers and 
preachers, many of them fakes seeking only applause 
and profit. Paul’s concern is to show why he and his 
friends are not just another group of people like 
these” (Paul Ellingworth and Eugene A. Nida, A Trans-
lator’s Handbook on Paul’s Letters to the Thessalonians, 23). 

v. 7 like young children    Cf. “Some manu-
scripts were gentle” (NIV margin), that is, some manu-
scripts have nēpioi, “little children” (cf. NIV, NET, NLT), 
some have ēpioi, “gentle” (cf. ESV, HCSB, NJKV). “The 
variant [nēpioi], ‘infants,’ is well attested (see notes 
above) but is due probably to dittography of the final 
letter of [egenēthemen]. It is inappropriate in the immedi-
ate context, where the writers go on to compare them-
selves not to infants but to a nurse or parent caring for 
her children. ‘Being gentle’ also provides a fitting con-
trast to ‘being burdensome’ [‘asserted our authority’ 
NIV] in the preceding clause” (F. F. Bruce, Word Biblical 

Commentary, vol. 45, 1 and 2 Thessalonians, 31). Unlike 
some Cynics who believed “the majority of people were 
so diseased in soul and morally corrupt that the only hope 
of cure lay in the severest treatment, with no concession 
made to the individual’s circumstances” (Abraham J. 
Malherbe, Paul and the Thessalonians, 21, italics added; 
see also Bruce, 32). 

v. 8 of God      Cf. “his gospel” (v. 2). 
“It originates in God, and it tells about God, and it in-
vites men to take God’s way of salvation. Accordingly, 
when Paul speaks of ‘the gospel of God’ he turns men’s 
thoughts away from anything of human contrivance to 
God’s perfect way . . . he uses the phrase ‘the gospel of 
God’ again and again (vv. 8 f., and cf. v. 13)” (Morris, 
70). 

v. 10 holy . . .      “With reference to 
God’s objective standard their behavior was righteous, 
measuring up to what God expects and requires. Their 
conduct was unreproachable (blameless, amemptōs; cf. 
5:23), able to stand their critics’ scrutiny because it was 
right. Both they and God were witnesses  (cf. 2:5) of the 
truthfulness of Paul’s claims” (Thomas L. Constable, “1 
Thessalonians,” in The Bible Knowledge Commentary: New 
Testament, 695).  

v. 12 encouraging . . .     “The training provid-
ed included strong positive appeals (encouraging, para-
kalountes), soothing encouragement (comforting, 
paramythoumenoi), designed to cheer up and to inspire 
correct behavior, and solemn, earnest entreaty (urging, 
martyromenoi). Such a combination of appeals proved 
effective in moving the Thessalonians to action by the 
Holy Spirit’s convicting power” (Constable, 695). 

v. 12 kingdom and glory  “The words kingdom 
and glory, joined as they are by and, probably indicates 
a hendiadys. This is a figure of speech that can be trans-
lated ‘glorious kingdom’” (Thomas L. Constable, “Notes 
on 1 Thessalonians,” 2023 ed., 27, planobiblechapel.org/
tcon/notes/pdf/1thessalonians.pdf). That kingdom is 
the present form of the kingdom of God that believers 
enter when they believe; it takes its future form when 
Christ returns to rule on earth for a thousand years (Rev 
20:1-6).   



           

As stewards of the gospel, share it accurately with pure motives lest you undermine  
the integrity of the good news and people’s response to it.   

 

 

(Rewrite the Central Message above to personally apply to your own life) 

The “Living Questions” are simple questions we may ask of any text in order to apply the Bible to our life. An-
swer the questions below as personally as you can.  

1. What does this passage teach me about God? 

 

 

 

 

2. What does this passage teach me about myself? 

 

 

 

 

3. What does this passage lead me to do? 

 

 

 

 



   

Earn 1 KidPIX Token by completing the 
CENTRALKids Bible Study on this page 
and another token by memorizing and 
reciting the memory verse for this week. 
Questions: kids@wearecentral.org 

______ I completed my Bible Study 

______ I memorized this week’s verse 

______ I brought my Bible to church 

______ I brought a friend 

 

When my daughter was five years old, she was taking a bath and pretending to baptize her toys. We seized the 

opportunity to talk to her about believer’s baptism, which led to explaining what a believer is, which led to the gospel, 

which led to her trusting Christ. What an absolute privilege! I had never been involved in another person’s moment of 

trusting faith, and always dreamed of being used by God in this way. The fact that it was my own child had me in a 

puddle of grateful and overwhelmed tears. As followers of Christ, we have the privilege and responsibility to share 

the gospel with others, and there’s no better audience than the kids under our roof. Often, parents don’t feel qualified 

to share the gospel with their kids and would rather send them to church and let the professionals handle it. Friends, 

you are qualified! God picked you to be your child’s parent. He will give you every tool and every word you might 

possibly need to teach your kids about His mercy and grace. He will daily provide rich opportunities to speak His 

name and model godly character that honors Him. He will give you struggles that help you point to Him as you pa-

tiently endure. When you ask God for help, He will give you wisdom to lead you kids (James 1:5). Our job is simple 

obedience. We don’t need a degree or fancy words or a title. We need only to take the step, say the word, or model the 

behavior. This week, we’re praying you seize every opportunity to share the gospel with your kids.  

I share Jesus with others with my words and actions.        

“In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds  

and glorify your Father in heaven.“ 

Read 1 Thessalonians 2:1-12  

1.Who approved Paul to speak 
and what did he share? 
2. Describe Paul’s character as 
he was among the Thessaloni-
ans. 
3. How did Paul act like a moth-
er and a father with the Thessa-
lonians? 

What was Paul’s main goal 
while he was in Thessalonica? 

Paul boldly shared the gospel 
with others. Follow his example 
and share the gospel with 
someone this week using words 
as well as actions.   



Tom Bulick (M.A. in Educational 
Leadership, Eastern Michigan Uni-
versity, Th.M. in Old Testament, 
and Ph.D. in Bible Exposition, Dal-
las Theological Seminary). For 
more than forty years, Tom has 
served as pastor, faculty member, 
and administrator. Tom was Vice 
President for Student Life and 
Associate Professor of Religious 
Studies at Trinity Western Univer-
sity (Vancouver, B.C.) from 1986 to 
1998 and Spiritual Formation Pas-
tor at Central Bible Church 
(Arlington, TX) from 1998 to 2022. 
He and his wife Ruth have one son, 
Zach. 
 
Stephanie Thomas (B.B.A Univer-
sity of Texas at Arlington). Stepha-
nie is married to James and they 
have four children: Elijah, Levi, 
Ella and Simon. Stephanie has 
attended Central Bible Church for 
more than 20 years, has been on 
staff since 2014, and now serves as 
Children’s Minister. 

  

Authority of the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 
I believe the Bible is the Word of God and has 
the right to command my belief and action. 
Church (Ephesians 4:15-16) 
I believe the church is God's primary way to 
accomplish His purposes on earth today. 
Eternity (John 14:1-4) 
I believe there is a heaven and a hell and that 
Jesus Christ is returning to judge the earth and 
to establish His eternal kingdom. 
The Holy Spirit (Romans 8:9) 
I believe the Holy Spirit convicts, calls,  
converts and changes me as a child of God. 
Humanity (John 3:16) 
I believe all people are loved by God and need 
Jesus Christ as their Savior. 
Identity in Christ (John 1:12) 
I believe I am significant because of my 
position as a child of God. 
Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:1-4) 
I believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God who 
became man, died for sinners and rose from the 
dead. 
Life Purpose (Acts 20:24) 
I believe I am a steward of God’s resources and 
have been redeemed to participate in His King-
dom purposes for His glory. 
Personal God (Psalm 121:1-2) 
I believe God is involved in and cares about my 
daily life. 
Salvation by Grace (Ephesians 2:8-9) 
I believe a person comes into a right relation-
ship with God by His grace, through faith in 
Jesus Christ. 

  

 
  

Love (1 John 4:10-12) 
I sacrificially and unconditionally love and 
forgive others. 
Joy (John 15:11) 
I have inner contentment and purpose in spite 
of my circumstances. 
Peace (Philippians 4:6-7) 
I am free from anxiety because things are right 
between God, myself and others. 
Patience (Proverbs 14:29) 
I take a long time to overheat and endure pa-
tiently under the unavoidable pressures of life. 
Kindness/Goodness  
I choose to do the right things in my relation-
ships with others 

Faithfulness (Proverbs 3:3-4) 
I have established a good name with God and 
with others based on my long-term loyalty to 
those relationships. 
Gentleness (Philippians 4:5) 
I am thoughtful, considerate and calm in 
dealing with others. 
Self-Control (Titus 2:11-13) 
I have the power, through Christ, to control 
myself. 
Grace (Colossians 3:13) 
I demonstrate forgiveness, mercy and gener-
osity to others, even when they have offended 
me. 
Hope (1 Peter 1:3-5) 
I have a growing anticipation of God’s prom-
ises and my secure eternity with Him. 
Humility (Philippians 2:3-4) 
I choose to esteem others above myself. 

  

Bible Study (Hebrews 4:12) 
I study the Bible to know God, the truth, and 
to find direction for my daily life. 
Biblical Community (Acts 2:44-47) 
I fellowship with other Christians to accom-
plish God's purposes in my life, others' lives, 
and in the world. 
Compassion (Psalm 82:3-4) 
I seek to serve the last, the least and the lost 
in my community. 
Disciple-Making (2 Timothy 2:2) 
I multiply godly beliefs, virtues and practices 
in others to encourage their spiritual growth 
in Christ.  
Evangelism (Acts 1:8) 
I share Jesus with others through personal 
proclamation and demonstration of the   
gospel. 
Generosity (2 Corinthians 9:6-11) 
I gladly give my resources to fulfill God’s 
purposes.  
Prayer (Psalm 66:16-20) 
I pray to God to know Him, to lay my request 
before Him and to find direction for my daily 
life. 
Single-Mindedness (Matthew 6:33) 
I focus on God and His priorities for my life. 
Spiritual Gifts (Romans 12:4-6) 
I know and use my spiritual gifts to accom-
plish God's purposes. 
Worship (Psalm 95:1-7) 
I worship God for who He is and what He has 
done for me. 
 

The Scrolls Bible Study is a spiritual 
growth resource of Central Bible 

Church, Fort Worth, Texas. 
© 2023 Central Bible Church. 

Material researched, written and 
supervised by Dr. Tom Bulick. 

All Scripture referenced from the 
New International Version unless 
otherwise noted. This resource is 

freely distributed and may be 
copied without permission.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


