
 

“Glory Days” 
Exodus 33:12-23; 34:5-9 

 
I believe God is involved 

in and cares about my 
daily life. 

 

“I lift up my eyes to the 
mountains—where does my 

help come from? My help 
comes from the LORD, the 

Maker of heaven and earth.” 



Read Exodus 33:12-23 and  34:5-9 
 
33:12-23 

12 Moses said to the LORD, “You have been telling me, 

‘Lead these people,’ but you have not let me know whom you 

will send with me. You have said, ‘I know you by name and 

you have found favor with me.’ 13 If you are pleased with me, 

teach me your ways so I may know you and continue to find 

favor with you. Remember that this nation is your people.” 

14 The LORD replied, “My Presence will go with you, and 

I will give you rest.” 

15 Then Moses said to him, “If your Presence does not go 

with us, do not send us up from here. 16 How will anyone 

know that you are pleased with me and with your people un-

less you go with us? What else will distinguish me and your 

people from all the other people on the face of the earth?” 

17 And the LORD said to Moses, “I will do the very thing 

you have asked, because I am pleased with you, and I know 

you by name.” 

18 Then Moses said, “Now show me your glory.” 

19 And the LORD said, “I will cause all my goodness to 

pass in front of you, and I will proclaim my name, the LORD, 

in your presence. I will have mercy on whom I will have mer-

cy, and I will have compassion on whom I will have compas-

sion. 20 But,” he said, “you cannot see my face, for no one 

may see me and live.” 

21 Then the LORD said, “There is a place near me where 

you may stand on a rock. 22 When my glory passes by, I will 

put you in a cleft in the rock and cover you with my 

hand until I have passed by. 23 Then I will remove my hand 

and you will see my back; but my face must not be seen.” 

 

34:5-9 

5 Then the LORD came down in the cloud and stood there 

with him and proclaimed his name, the LORD. 6 And he 

passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, “The LORD, the LORD, 

the compassionate and gracious God, slow to an-

ger, abounding in love and faithfulness, 7 maintaining love to 

thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin. Yet 

he does not leave the guilty unpunished; he punishes the chil-

dren and their children for the sin of the parents to the third 

and fourth generation.” 

8 Moses bowed to the ground at once and wor-

shiped. 9 “Lord,” he said, “if I have found favor in your eyes, 

then let the Lord go with us. Although this is a stiff-

necked people, forgive our wickedness and our sin, and take 

us as your inheritance.” 

After reading the text, practice your Observation skills 
by noting the following: 

• Underline “lead these people” in v. 12. 

• Box “but” indicating contrast in vv. 12, 20, 23.  

• Circle “whom” in v. 12. 

• Circle “by name” in vv. 12, 17. 

• Highlight v. 13. 

• Circle “rest” in v. 14. 

• Bracket each of the two rhetorical questions in v. 16. 

• Circle “your glory” in v. 18. 

• Circle “my goodness” and “my name” in v. 19.  

• Circle “my hand” and “my back” in vv. 22-23.  

What one word would you use to describe the TONE of 

this passage? (i.e., stern, joyful, cautious, etc.) 

 

 



1. Where does the conversation between the LORD and Moses (vv. 12-23) most likely take place?  

 

2. Explain the point of the contrast introduced by “but” in verse 12. 

 

 

 

3. The LORD knows Moses by name (see vv. 12, 17). What does that connote? 

 

 

4. Put what you think Moses wants to learn from the LORD in your own words. 

 

 

 

5. Verse 14 is a fitting close to the first go round in Moses’ conversation with the LORD. How so? 

 

 

 

6. But Moses persists, giving two reasons the LORD’s Presence must go with his people to Canaan. Explain them.  

 

 

 

 

7. The second go round in Moses’ conversation ends like the first (v. 17; cf. v. 14), so why ask the LORD, “Now 
show me your glory” (v. 18)? 

 

 

 

8. Does the LORD grant his request? Explain. 

 

 

 

9. Comment on the figures of speech used in verse 23. 

 

 

 
 10. Discussion: Read 34:5-9 and talk about what Moses learns from the LORD when he shows Moses his glory. 



Exodus 33:12-23 is about Moses’ desire to have the 
Presence of the LORD go with him and the people from 
Sinai to Canaan and related request to see the glory of 
God. On the reason why, one commentator explains: 
“At this point in the story of the exodus, Moses very 
much needed the reassurance God now proposed to 
give him. The exodus assignment—to bring the people 
not just from Egypt to Sinai but now from Sinai to the 
promised land was complicated by the vivid evidence 
of the people’s idolatry in chap. 32 that they were a re-
calcitrant lot, suggesting that Moses’ task would not be 
a light one. Moreover, God’s refusal so far to grant his 
direct presence any longer in accompanying the people 
means that Moses would, as it were, be more on his 
own in leading Israel hereafter than he had been be-
fore—and the job had proved hard enough already. The 
theophany promised here would reassure him”  
(Douglas K. Stuart, Exodus, vol. 2, NAC, 700). 

Exodus 33:12-23 contains a conversation between 
Moses and the LORD that apparently takes place in the 
tent of meeting (vv. 9-11) in which the LORD promises to 
go with the people to Canaan (cf. v. 14; cf. 17) and Mo-
ses asks to see God’s glory (v. 18). It can be divided into 
three parts each beginning with “Moses said” (vv. 12, 
15, 18) and ending with the LORD’s reply to Moses (vv. 
14, 17, 19). Exodus 34:5-9 contains a description of the 
LORD doing what he tells Moses he will do in verses 19-
23. 

In the opening dialogue between the two, Moses 
questions his ability to “lead these people” ( v. 12) by 
himself. He’s uncertain as to whom the LORD will send 
with him and doubts he can do the job alone. Before the 
golden calf debacle, the LORD indicated that he himself 
would go with him (23:10-23), but following the people’s 
“great sin” (32:31), God stated explicitly that he would 
not go with him (33:3). So now what? Moses is certain of 
thing—a mere angel (33:3) will not suffice. So on the 
basis of his personal relationship with the LORD—
evidenced by God’s previous choice of him and present 
friendship with him (v. 11)—he petitions him: “Teach 
me your ways,” he implores, “so that I may know you 
and continue to find favor with you” (v. 13). The 
“ways” he mentions likely pertain to God’s “ways” with 
respect to the upcoming journey from Sinai to Canaan. 
Moses wants to know more about Yahweh, so that he 
might respond to whatever comes to pass in “ways” 
that would be pleasing to him. When he tells the LORD, 
“Remember that this nation is your people,” God knows 
what he’s getting at, and replies, “My Presence will go 
with you, and I will give you rest” (v. 14). 

In the following dialogue between the two, Moses 
persists, unable to take “yes” for an answer. After the 
LORD affirms that he will, in fact, go with the people, 

Moses explains why the LORD should not send them if 
he doesn’t. The LORD’s presence alone would give them 
success, and success alone would give them credibility 
in the eyes of the nations. “Unless Israel succeeded 
where other nations would expect them to fail, no one 
would infer that their God was great,” says one com-
mentator (Stuart, 703), while another reiterates, “Only 
Yahweh’s Presence with Israel and with Moses will 
give credence to the assertion that Moses, and Israel 
along with him (and because of him), have found favor 
with Yahweh. Only Yahweh’s Presence with Moses and 
Israel separates them from all other people throughout 
the world” (John I. Durham, Word Biblical Commentary, 
vol. 3, Exodus, 447). God again replies affirmatively, “I 
will do the very thing you have asked, because I am 
pleased with you, and I know you by name” (v. 17). 

In the final dialogue between the two, Moses makes 
the unprecedented ask, “Now show me your glory” (v. 
18). That’s all he has to say. Moses is looking for visible 
confirmation of the LORD’s two verbal affirmations (vv. 14, 
17). He doesn’t get exactly what he asks—but hey, it 
doesn’t hurt to ask—still he does get more than he like-
ly expects. “What the LORD gives to Moses is quite spe-
cifically not the sight of his beauty, his glory, his Pres-
ence—that, indeed, he pointedly denies. What he gives 
rather is a description, and at that, a description not of 
how he looks but of how he is” (Durham, 452)—
captured in the words, “I will have mercy on whom I 
will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I 
will have compassion” (v. 19). Moses cannot see God 
eye-to-eye, even though he can speak to him “face-to- 
face“ (lit., “mouth-to-mouth”), since no one can survive 
such a sight. However, he is given the privilege of see-
ing God’s backside. “In a cleft in the rock” (v. 22), pro-
tected from the nearness of God’s glory by the divine 
hand, Moses will catch a glimpse of God’s “back” (v. 
23).  

And this he does as recorded in 34:5-7, “Then 
the LORD came down in the cloud and stood there with 
him and proclaimed his name, the LORD. And he 
passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, “The LORD, 
the LORD, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to 
anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, maintaining 
love to thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion 
and sin. Yet he does not leave the guilty unpunished; he 
punishes the children and their children for the sin of 
the parents to the third and fourth generation.” Moses 
wanted some sort of absolutely incontrovertible evi-
dence that the Lord had again accepted his people and 
would go with them into the promised land. He needed 
a sign that would convince him that God was with him 
and the Israelites—and he got it!     





           

The LORD lifted his threat, agreeing to go with Moses and the people to Canaan in spite 
 of their “great sin,” because he is a gracious God, abounding in mercy and compassion.    

 

 

(Rewrite the Central Message above to personally apply to your own life) 

The “Living Questions” are simple questions we may ask of any text in order to apply the Bible to our life. An-
swer the questions below as personally as you can.  

1. What does this passage teach me about God? 

 

 

 

 

2. What does this passage teach me about myself? 

 

 

 

 

3. What does this passage lead me to do? 

 

 

 

 



   

Earn 1 KidPIX Token by completing the 
CENTRALKids Bible Study on this page 
and another token by memorizing and 
reciting the memory verse for this week. 
Questions: kids@wearecentral.org 

______ I completed my Bible Study 

______ I memorized this week’s verse 

______ I brought my Bible to church 

______ I brought a friend 

 

 

I believe God cares about everything in my life.   

“With your help I can advance against a troop; with my God I can scale a wall.” 

 

Read Exodus 33:12-23; 34:5-9 
 
1. What did Moses ask from the 
Lord? 

2. How did the Lord respond? 

3. How does God describe Him-
self in this text? 

Do you think Moses’ actually 
saw God’s face?   

Play follow the leader with 
your family. Talk about ways 
God leads us.  
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Authority of the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 
I believe the Bible is the Word of God and has 
the right to command my belief and action. 
Church (Ephesians 4:15-16) 
I believe the church is God's primary way to 
accomplish His purposes on earth today. 
Eternity (John 14:1-4) 
I believe there is a heaven and a hell and that 
Jesus Christ is returning to judge the earth and 
to establish His eternal kingdom. 
The Holy Spirit (Romans 8:9) 
I believe the Holy Spirit convicts, calls,  
converts and changes me as a child of God. 
Humanity (John 3:16) 
I believe all people are loved by God and need 
Jesus Christ as their Savior. 
Identity in Christ (John 1:12) 
I believe I am significant because of my 
position as a child of God. 
Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:1-4) 
I believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God who 
became man, died for sinners and rose from the 
dead. 
Life Purpose (Acts 20:24) 
I believe I am a steward of God’s resources and 
have been redeemed to participate in His King-
dom purposes for His glory. 
Personal God (Psalm 121:1-2) 
I believe God is involved in and cares about my 
daily life. 
Salvation by Grace (Ephesians 2:8-9) 
I believe a person comes into a right relation-
ship with God by His grace, through faith in 
Jesus Christ. 

  

 
  

Love (1 John 4:10-12) 
I sacrificially and unconditionally love and 
forgive others. 
Joy (John 15:11) 
I have inner contentment and purpose in spite 
of my circumstances. 
Peace (Philippians 4:6-7) 
I am free from anxiety because things are right 
between God, myself and others. 
Patience (Proverbs 14:29) 
I take a long time to overheat and endure pa-
tiently under the unavoidable pressures of life. 
Kindness/Goodness  
I choose to do the right things in my relation-
ships with others 

Faithfulness (Proverbs 3:3-4) 
I have established a good name with God and 
with others based on my long-term loyalty to 
those relationships. 
Gentleness (Philippians 4:5) 
I am thoughtful, considerate and calm in 
dealing with others. 
Self-Control (Titus 2:11-13) 
I have the power, through Christ, to control 
myself. 
Grace (Colossians 3:13) 
I demonstrate forgiveness, mercy and gener-
osity to others, even when they have offended 
me. 
Hope (1 Peter 1:3-5) 
I have a growing anticipation of God’s prom-
ises and my secure eternity with Him. 
Humility (Philippians 2:3-4) 
I choose to esteem others above myself. 

  

Bible Study (Hebrews 4:12) 
I study the Bible to know God, the truth, and 
to find direction for my daily life. 
Biblical Community (Acts 2:44-47) 
I fellowship with other Christians to accom-
plish God's purposes in my life, others' lives, 
and in the world. 
Compassion (Psalm 82:3-4) 
I seek to serve the last, the least and the lost 
in my community. 
Disciple-Making (2 Timothy 2:2) 
I multiply godly beliefs, virtues and practices 
in others to encourage their spiritual growth 
in Christ.  
Evangelism (Acts 1:8) 
I share Jesus with others through personal 
proclamation and demonstration of the   
gospel. 
Generosity (2 Corinthians 9:6-11) 
I gladly give my resources to fulfill God’s 
purposes.  
Prayer (Psalm 66:16-20) 
I pray to God to know Him, to lay my request 
before Him and to find direction for my daily 
life. 
Single-Mindedness (Matthew 6:33) 
I focus on God and His priorities for my life. 
Spiritual Gifts (Romans 12:4-6) 
I know and use my spiritual gifts to accom-
plish God's purposes. 
Worship (Psalm 95:1-7) 
I worship God for who He is and what He has 
done for me. 
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