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THIS WEEK’S
CORE COMPETENCY

Single-Mindedness
| focus on God and his
priorities for my life.

0But seek first his king-
domand his righteousness,
and all these things will be
given to you as web
Matthew 6:33

Q?

How do |
recognize
God’s priori-
ties?
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Exodus 34:14, 1035

The covenant the LORD makes with Israel (Ex
20-24) and then renews with Israel (Ex 34) —after
the golden calf debacle renders it temporarily
null and void —demands single-minded obedi-
ence to its commandments. If God’s people are to
enjoy the covenant’s benefits, which boil down to
blessings in the land promised to Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob, it must be reinstituted, and they
will have to obey it. Most importantly, occupa-
tion of the land seems to be contingent upon
their obedience. The LORD says, “Obey what I
command you today. I will drive out before you
the Amorites, Canaanites, Hittites, Perizzites,
Hivites and Jebusites” (34:11-12; cf. 23:23; 33:2).
The contingency isn’t explicit, i.e., “if then . ..”,
but it is implied. One commentator explains: “A
requirement precedes a promise in this verse [v.
11]. The requirement is that of covenant obedi-
ence — the sine qua non of any expectation for
divine blessing in the long term. ‘Obey what I
command you today’ is nothing less than a de-
mand for complete adherence to the complete
Sinai covenant as it is reinstated by a merciful
God on this occasion. What Moses and the Israel-
ites would especially desire as a first sort of
blessing once they reached the promised land
was then added as a promise: the expulsion of
the groups currently occupying the promised
land, in accordance with the original covenant
guarantees to Abraham” (Douglas K. Stuart,
Exodus, vol. 2, NAC, 721).

Immediately following his opening com-
mand, “Obey what I command you today,” the
LORD warns his covenant people twice to “Be
careful” (vv. 12, 15) —both times in connection
with making treaties or covenants with the occu-
pants of the land. The reason behind this com-
mandment is obvious. Such agreements would
ultimately lead to fraternizing with the enemy,
which would inevitably lead to idolatry (cf. 23:32
-33). In the first place, accepting invitations to
participate in the sacrificial meals of their gods
would invite the worship of those gods. In the

second, socializing around the same sacrificial
meals would integrate them into pagan culture,
introduce their sons to Canaanite daughters, and
result in some of those sons taking Canaanite
wives, which would inexorably lead to the impor-
tation of their pagan gods into Israelite house-
holds. The LORD puts it this way, “When you
choose some of their daughters as wives for your
sons and those daughters prostitute themselves to
their gods, they will lead your sons to do the
same” (v. 16; cf. 1Ki 16:29-33, regarding Ahab and
Jezebel). The same commentator above explains:
“If the Israelites made the mistake of binding
themselves n any sort of covenant with any Ca-
naanite group, or all the Canaanite groups, they
could expect the natural consequence: a comforta-
ble social and political interaction followed by a
comfortable willingness to consider the validity
and efficacy of the Canaanite lifestyle, including
its worship practices, followed by an embracing
of Canaanite religion” (724-25). Personal relation-
ships have the power to transform lives —for
good and for evil. To live in the world without
becoming like the world requires a single-minded
focus on obeying God’s commandments.

The New Testament echoes the same
“obedience” theme but not with regard to obey-
ing the covenant of Moses, rather with regard to
obeying the commandments of Christ (Mt 28:20)
and the words of the apostles (Ac 16:4). In fact,
the same words, “Be careful,” appear eleven
times in the NIV. Here are a few examples from
Paul’s letters: “Do not repay anyone evil for
evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of
everyone” (Ro 12:17); “Be careful, however, that
the exercise of your rights does not become a
stumbling block to the weak” (1Co 8:9); “So, if
you think you are standing firm, be careful that
you don't fall!'” (1Co 10:12); “This is a trustworthy
saying. And I want you to stress these things, so
that those who have trusted in God may be care-
ful to devote themselves to doing what is
good” (Tit 3:8).



EXAMINE GOD’S WORD

Read Exodus 34:14, 1035

1 The LORD said to Moses, “Chisel out two stone tablets like the
first ones, and I will write on them the words that were on the first
tablets, which you broke. 2 Be ready in the morning, and then come
up on Mount Sinai. Present yourself to me there on top of the moun-
tain. 3 No one is to come with you or be seen anywhere on the
mountain; not even the flocks and herds may graze in front of the
mountain.”

4 So Moses chiseled out two stone tablets like the first ones and
went up Mount Sinai early in the morning, as the LORD had com-
manded him; and he carried the two stone tablets in his hands.

10 Then the LORD said: “I am making a covenant with you.
Before all your people I will do wonders never before done in any
nation in all the world. The people you live among will see how awe-
some is the work that I, the LORD, will do for you. 11 Obey what I
command you today. I will drive out before you the Amorites, Ca-
naanites, Hittites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. 12 Be careful
not to make a treaty with those who live in the land where you are
going, or they will be a snare among you. 13 Break down their al-
tars, smash their sacred stones and cut down their Asherah
poles. 14 Do not worship any other god, for the LORD, whose
name is Jealous, is a jealous God.

15 “Be careful not to make a treaty with those who live in the
land; for when they prostitute themselves to their gods and sacrifice
to them, they will invite you and you will eat their sacrifices. 16 And
when you choose some of their daughters as wives for your sons and
those daughters prostitute themselves to their gods, they will lead
your sons to do the same.

17 “Do not make any idols.

18 “Celebrate the Festival of Unleavened Bread. For seven days
eat bread made without yeast, as I commanded you. Do this at the
appointed time in the month of Aviv, for in that month you came out

of Egypt.
19 “The first offspring of every womb belongs to me, including
all the firstborn males of your livestock, whether from herd or

flock. 20 Redeem the firstborn donkey with a lamb, but if you do not
redeem it, break its neck. Redeem all your firstborn sons.

“No one is to appear before me empty-handed.

21 “Six days you shall labor, but on the seventh day you shall
rest; even during the plowing season and harvest you must rest.

22 “Celebrate the Festival of Weeks with the firstfruits of the wheat
harvest, and the Festival of Ingathering at the turn of the

year. 23 Three times a year all your men are to appear before the
Sovereign LORD, the God of Israel. 24 I will drive out na-

tions before you and enlarge your territognd no one will

covet your land when you go up three times each year to ap-

pear before thesorD your God.

25 “Do not offer the blood of a sacrifice to me along with any-
thing containing yeast, and do not let any of the sacrifice from the
Passover Festival remain until morning.

26 “Bring the best of the firstfruits of your soil to the house of
the LORD your God.

“Do not cook a young goat in its mother’s milk.”

27 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Write down these words, for
in accordance with these words I have made a covenant with you and
with Israel.” 28 Moses was there with the LORD forty days and forty
nights without eating bread or drinking water. And he wrote on the
tablets the words of the covenant — the Ten Commandments.

29 When Moses came down from Mount Sinai with the two
tablets of the covenant law in his hands, he was not aware that his
face was radiant because he had spoken with the LORD. 30 When
Aaron and all the Israelites saw Moses, his face was radiant, and
they were afraid to come near him. 31 But Moses called to them; so
Aaron and all the leaders of the community came back to him, and he
spoke to them. 32 Afterward all the Israelites came near him, and he
gave them all the commands the LORD had given him on Mount
Sinai.

33 When Moses finished speaking to them, he put a veil over his
face. 34 But whenever he entered the LORD's presence to speak with
him, he removed the veil until he came out. And when he came out
and told the Israelites what he had been commanded, 35 they saw
that his face was radiant. Then Moses would put the veil back over
his face until he went in to speak with the LORD.

After reading the text, practice your Observation skills
by noting the following:

e  Box “like” indicating comparison in v. 1.

®  Bracket “words that were on the first tablets” in v. 1.
o  (Circle “wonders” in v. 10.

e  (Circle “atreaty” inv. 12.

o  Circle “Asherah poles” in v. 13.

®  Circle “jealous” in v. 14.

®  Underline “festival” in vv. 18, 22 (2x).

o  (Circle “redeem” in v. 20.

®  Bracket “do not cook a young goat in its mother’s milk”
inv.26.

®  (ircle “he” inv. 28.
o  (Circle “radiant” in vv. 30, 35.

e Circle oveildé6 in vv. 33,

Try to summarize the THEME of this passage in one word. If
you were going to describe these verses, you might say, “This
text is about "

34,



DIG DEEPER

Answer the questions to help you apply the passage and prepare for discussion

1. What do you infer from the fact {liketahe Moisrest iené¢ 906 0armd steh
God wi Il write on them oO0the words that were on the first
2. TheLorDpr omi ses to do owonderso6 in |srael (v. 10). What is

3. Explain the implied relationship between verse 11a and 11b.
4. TwicetheLorRbsays, 0Be careful not to make a treaty with those
5. Identify the three annual festivals all men in Israel are required to attend.
6. Verses 1726 sample commandments from the Decalogue (chap. 20) and the Book of the Covenant (chaps. 223).
List a couple of examples of each.
7. What do you make of the peculiar commandeddéofNo. ohe; i sft
0Do not cook a young goat in its motherds milko (v. 26)7?

8. After the covenant is renewed (v. 27) and Moses comes down from the mountain, his face is radiant. Explain the
significance of Moses® radiant face.

©

. Explain why Moses veils, then unveils, his face (vv. 33-35).

10. Discussion: According to Paul (2Co 3:7-18), the glory of the New Covenant surpasses the glory of the Old Cove-
nant. Talk about it.

v



EXPLORE RESOURCES

Commentary On The Text

Exodus 34:1-4, 10-35 describes the renewal of the cove-
nant the LORD made with Israel. The golden calf debacle
recorded in chapter 32 was a breach of the covenant of the
first order, leaving it null and void. The benefits of the cov-
enant would not be Israel’s. The nation would not be God’s
treasured possession; it would not be a kingdom of priests
and a holy nation (19:5-6). Moses would be directed to lead
the people from Sinai to Canaan (33:1), but he and they
would have to go alone. Yahweh, their God, would not go
with them, lest he destroy them on the way (33:3). Know-
ing that going up to the land promised to Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob, let alone taking it from its occupants, was a
fool’s errand without the LORD’s presence, Moses interced-
ed on behalf of the people, asking God, “please forgive
their sin” (32:33) and reminding him, “this nation is your
people” (34:13). In response to Moses’ prayer, the LORD
forgave the Israelites and assured Moses, “My Presence
will go with you, and I will give you rest” (33:14), which
amounted to what he had requested (v. 17). Then Yahweh
acted to renew or reinstitute the same covenant Israel had
violated. The passage can be divided into six parts: 1-4, 10-
11, 12-16, 17-26, 27-28, 29-35.

In the first part (vv. 1-4), Moses replaces the tablets he
destroyed after coming down from the mountain and see-
ing Israel’s idolatrous festivities (32:19). The fact that the
tablets are “like the first ones” and God writes “the words
that were on the first tablets” on them makes it clear that
the covenant is being renewed, not replaced —God is re-
making it, not just reminding people of its content. One
commentator writes: “God said to Moses and through him
to Israel, in effect: ‘Bring some new tablets. Let’s put the
covenant back in force’” (Douglas K. Stuart, Exodus, vol. 2,
NAC, 712).

In the second part (vv. 10-11), the LORD says, “I am
making a covenant with you,” promising to “do wonders
never before done in any nation in all the world” (v. 10).
The context makes it clear that the “wonders” refer to the
conquest of the promised land, since he goes on to say, “I
will drive out before you the Amorites, Canaanites, Hit-
tites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites” (v. 11b). The fact
that the allusion to the conquest (v. 11b) follows the com-
mand, “Obey what I command you today” (v. 11a) implies
that Israel’s success will be conditional.

In the third part (vv. 12-16), the LORD warns Israel not
to make any treaty of any kind with any of the occupants
of the land. Instead of fraternizing with them in their wor-
ship, they are to “break down their altars, smash their sa-
cred stones and cut down their Asherah poles” (v. 13). And
heaven forbid that they permit the intermarriage of any of
their sons or daughters with the sons and daughters of the
Canaanites. Fraternizing with the Canaanites in their wor-
ship would inevitably lead to the worship of their gods.
“One needs only to look at the religious situation in the

days of the Judges or in Josiah’s time (2Kgs 22-23) or in
Ezekiel’s” (Ezek 8:9ff) to see how frequently and thorough-
ly the Israelites turned away from orthodox faith and to-
ward Canaanite idolatry” (Stuart, 724-25). And permitting
intermarriage with them would inevitably lead to import-
ing idolatry into their households. “Intermarriage in the
Bible is never discouraged on ethnic grounds, but religious
intermarriage is consistently discouraged on religious
grounds” (Stuart, 725).

In the fourth part (vv. 17-26), the LORD gives ten select-
ed commandments taken from the Decalogue and the
Book of the Covenant intended to represent the whole,
suggesting, again, the renewal of the covenant. The ten
pertain to: 1) Idolatry (vv. 11-17); 2) The Feast of Unleav-
ened Bread (v. 18); 3) Dedication and redemption of the
firstborn (vv. 19-20); 4) The Sabbath (v. 20); 5) The Feast of
Weeks (v. 21a); 6) The Feast of Ingathering (v.21b); 7) Pro-
hibition of leaven in the blood of sacrifice (v. 25a); 8) Prohi-
bition of preserving the Passover sacrifice (v. 25b); 9) The
best of the first fruits (v. 26a); 10) Prohibition of boiling a
kid in its mother’s milk (v. 26b). “It's important to note
that the twin themes of warning against idolatry and in-
structions for proper forms of worship played a significant
role in the structure of the Covenant Code in Exodus 20-
24” (John H. Sailhamer, The Pentateuch as Narrative, 316).

In the fifth part (vv. 27-28), the LORD commands Mo-
ses, “Write down these words, for in accordance with
these words I have made a covenant with you and with
Israel” (v. 27). “By means of this divine proclamation of its
document clause, the renewed covenant is strongly en-
dorsed” (Stuart, 733).

Finally, in the sixth part (vv. 29-35), Moses’ radiant face
and its effects on the people are described. It is not possi-
ble to infer exactly what happened to the skin of Moses’
face as a result of being in the LORD’s presence from the
words of the text. In any case, being with the LORD for
forty days and forty nights had a residual effect on Moses’
appearance —confirming his testimony and leadership.
Whatever they saw, it left Aaron and the rest of the Israel-
ites afraid to come near Moses, so when he was with them
he put a veil over his face and when he wasn't, he re-
moved it. Exodus doesn’t interpret the significance of the
veiling and unveiling. Paul does, however, in 2 Corinthi-
ans 3:7-18. Arguing from lesser to greater to show the great-
er glory of the New Covenant, he writes: “Now if the min-
istry that brought death, which was engraved in letters on
stone, came with glory, so that the Israelites could not look
steadily at the face of Moses because of its glory, transitory
though it was, will not the ministry of the Spirit be even
more glorious? If the ministry that brought condemna-
tion was glorious, how much more glorious is the ministry
that brings righteousness! For what was glorious has no
glory now in comparison with the surpassing glory. And if
what was transitory came with glory, how much greater is
the glory of that which lasts!”







