
 

“Carbon Copy” 
Exodus 34:1-4, 10-35 

I focus on God and his 
priorities for my life. 

 

“But seek first his king-
dom and his righteousness, 
and all these things will be 

given to you as well.” 



Read Exodus 34:1-4, 10-35 
 

out na-
tions before you and enlarge your territory, and no one will 
covet your land when you go up three times each year to ap-
pear before the LORD your God. 

 

After reading the text, practice your Observation skills 
by noting the following: 

Circle “veil” in vv. 33, 34, 35.



1. What do you infer from the fact that Moses is to “chisel out two stone tablets like the first ones” and the fact that 
God will write on them “the words that were on the first tablets” that Moses broke?   

 

 

 

2. The LORD promises to do “wonders” in Israel (v. 10). What is he talking about?  

 

 

3. Explain the implied relationship between verse 11a and 11b.  

 

 

 

4. Twice the LORD says, “Be careful not to make a treaty with those who live in the land” (vv. 12, 15). Why not?   

 

 

 

5. Identify the three annual festivals all men in Israel are required to attend.  

 

 

 

6. Verses 17-26 sample commandments from the Decalogue (chap. 20) and the Book of the Covenant (chaps. 21-23). 
List a couple of examples of each.  

 

 

7. What do you make of the peculiar commands, “No one is to appear before me empty-handed” (v. 20; cf. 23:15) and 
“Do not cook a young goat in its mother’s milk” (v. 26)? 

 

 

 

8. After the covenant is renewed (v. 27) and Moses comes down from the mountain, his face is radiant. Explain the 
significance of Moses’ radiant face. 

 

 

9. Explain why Moses veils, then unveils, his face (vv. 33-35).    

 

 

 10. Discussion: According to Paul (2Co 3:7-18), the glory of the New Covenant surpasses the glory of the Old Cove-
nant. Talk about it.  





vv. 18, 22 festival   

Feast of Unleavened Bread was to be observed (cf. 12:15
-20; 23:15) in Abib (March-April), the month of the Exo-
dus, and the firstborn were to be dedicated to the Lord 
(34:19-20; cf. 13:12-13; 22:29-30). These two were associ-
ated because of the link between the 10th plague (death 
of the Egyptians’ firstborn) and the Exodus . . . The 

Feast of Weeks, also called the Feast of Harvest (23:16) 
and the Feast of Pentecost, was to be celebrated 50 days 
after the Feast of Unleavened Bread. This second feast 
was at the beginning of the wheat harvest. The Feast of 

Ingathering, also an agriculturally related feast, was to 
be celebrated at harvesttime at the turn of the year (cf. 
comments on 23:16). All the men of Israel were sup-
posed to appear before the . . . LORD (34:23) for these 
three feasts (which later meant traveling to Jerusalem to 
the tabernacle or the temple. These pilgrimage feasts 
bound the nation together in religious worship”  
(Hannah, 158-59). 

v. 20 redeem     Cf. Ex 13:11-13. Since 
donkeys were valuable beasts of burden, God allowed 
them to be redeemed. An Israelite with a large number 
of newborn male donkey might choose to euthanize 
some of them to forego the expense of redeeming the 
ones not needed. “‘Redeem all your firstborn sons,’ 
leaves no option for euthanasia in the case of humans. 
God does not want child sacrifice, nor does he want the 
forcible taking of children from their families for taber-
nacle/temple service. Therefore all firstborn humans 
must be redeemed” (Stuart, 729). 

v. 26 do not cook . . .   Cf. 23:19; Dt 14:21. The 
Israelites were not to imitate this Canaanite fertility rite 
(see Hannah, 144). 

v. 28 he      “The antecedent for ‘he 
wrote’ is not Moses but Yahweh, the nearest grammati-
cal antecedent in the verse” (Stuart, 735).  

vv. 30, 35 radiant   It is not possible to infer 
exactly what happened to the skin of Moses’ face as a 
result of being in the LORD’s presence from the words of 
the text. “The physical nature of this phenomenon must 
remain a mystery, but its theological meaning is crystal 
clear. Moses, as covenant mediator, was authenticated as 
such by his resemblance to the God of glory whom he 
represented. It is precisely for this reason that Moses 
and Elijah shared the radiance of the transfigured Jesus 
(Luke 9:31- 32)” (Eugene H. Merrill, “A Theology of the 
Pentateuch,” in A Biblical Theology of the Old Testament, 
56). 



           

Just as the Israelites must resist conforming to the lifestyle of the Canaanites through 
 obedience to the Old Covenant, so also must Christians resist conforming to the  

lifestyle of the world through obedience to the New Covenant.    
 

 

(Rewrite the Central Message above to personally apply to your own life) 

The “Living Questions” are simple questions we may ask of any text in order to apply the Bible to our life. An-
swer the questions below as personally as you can.  

1. What does this passage teach me about God? 

 

 

 

 

2. What does this passage teach me about myself? 

 

 

 

 

3. What does this passage lead me to do? 

 

 

 

 



   

Earn 1 KidPIX Token by completing the 
CENTRALKids Bible Study on this page 
and another token by memorizing and 
reciting the memory verse for this week. 
Questions: kids@wearecentral.org 

______ I completed my Bible Study 

______ I memorized this week’s verse 

______ I brought my Bible to church 

______ I brought a friend 

 

There’s something special about reading aloud to your kids. I can’t tell you how many countless hours our 
family gathered together to read book after book. When the kids were little, we had several family favorites, one 
of which was Todd Parr’s Do’s and Don’ts. We read that book at least a million times a day and my kids always 
cracked up at the author’s outlandish suggestions. In the early years my parenting seemed to be filled with lots 
of don’ts, “Don’t… Stop… Quit…” My kids would stop misbehaving or doing whatever I told them not to do, 
only to go right back to the poor behavior after just a few minutes. Someone shared a discipline hack along the 
lines of this little book that helped a ton: instead of telling the kids only what they couldn’t do, the don’t, help 
them understand what they could do instead. When the kids were running around like wild hyenas (every day, 
all day), I shouldn’t just scream at them to stop running, but help them to understand the behavior I actually 
expected. For example, “You can run outside after lunch. Inside, we walk.” Ohhhh. Telling a child what they 
can’t do doesn’t really help them understand what they can do. I see this fabulous parenting skill in our passage 
today. God told His children, the Israelites, what not to do, while at the same time letting them know His expec-
tations, what they should do. Well, that’s helpful! See, friends. The Bible truly is our parenting manual! This 
week, take God’s lead and help your kids understand what they can do. After all, God is the perfect Father.  

I pay attention to what God thinks is important for my life.   

“Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.”  

 

Read Exodus 34:1-4, 10-35 
1. What did Moses bring up the 
mountain to God and why? 
2. What will the people see God 
do? 
3. On a sheet of paper, make two 
columns. In one write all the 
things the Israelites were not to 
do, and on the other, what they 
were to do.  

What commandments do you 
recognize from this passage? 

 

Think about the family traditions 
you celebrate over the holidays or 
in your daily life. How can you 
honor God with these celebra-
tions?  
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Authority of the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 
I believe the Bible is the Word of God and has 
the right to command my belief and action. 
Church (Ephesians 4:15-16) 
I believe the church is God's primary way to 
accomplish His purposes on earth today. 
Eternity (John 14:1-4) 
I believe there is a heaven and a hell and that 
Jesus Christ is returning to judge the earth and 
to establish His eternal kingdom. 
The Holy Spirit (Romans 8:9) 
I believe the Holy Spirit convicts, calls,  
converts and changes me as a child of God. 
Humanity (John 3:16) 
I believe all people are loved by God and need 
Jesus Christ as their Savior. 
Identity in Christ (John 1:12) 
I believe I am significant because of my 
position as a child of God. 
Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:1-4) 
I believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God who 
became man, died for sinners and rose from the 
dead. 
Life Purpose (Acts 20:24) 
I believe I am a steward of God’s resources and 
have been redeemed to participate in His King-
dom purposes for His glory. 
Personal God (Psalm 121:1-2) 
I believe God is involved in and cares about my 
daily life. 
Salvation by Grace (Ephesians 2:8-9) 
I believe a person comes into a right relation-
ship with God by His grace, through faith in 
Jesus Christ. 

  

 
  

Love (1 John 4:10-12) 
I sacrificially and unconditionally love and 
forgive others. 
Joy (John 15:11) 
I have inner contentment and purpose in spite 
of my circumstances. 
Peace (Philippians 4:6-7) 
I am free from anxiety because things are right 
between God, myself and others. 
Patience (Proverbs 14:29) 
I take a long time to overheat and endure pa-
tiently under the unavoidable pressures of life. 
Kindness/Goodness  
I choose to do the right things in my relation-
ships with others 

Faithfulness (Proverbs 3:3-4) 
I have established a good name with God and 
with others based on my long-term loyalty to 
those relationships. 
Gentleness (Philippians 4:5) 
I am thoughtful, considerate and calm in 
dealing with others. 
Self-Control (Titus 2:11-13) 
I have the power, through Christ, to control 
myself. 
Grace (Colossians 3:13) 
I demonstrate forgiveness, mercy and gener-
osity to others, even when they have offended 
me. 
Hope (1 Peter 1:3-5) 
I have a growing anticipation of God’s prom-
ises and my secure eternity with Him. 
Humility (Philippians 2:3-4) 
I choose to esteem others above myself. 

  

Bible Study (Hebrews 4:12) 
I study the Bible to know God, the truth, and 
to find direction for my daily life. 
Biblical Community (Acts 2:44-47) 
I fellowship with other Christians to accom-
plish God's purposes in my life, others' lives, 
and in the world. 
Compassion (Psalm 82:3-4) 
I seek to serve the last, the least and the lost 
in my community. 
Disciple-Making (2 Timothy 2:2) 
I multiply godly beliefs, virtues and practices 
in others to encourage their spiritual growth 
in Christ.  
Evangelism (Acts 1:8) 
I share Jesus with others through personal 
proclamation and demonstration of the   
gospel. 
Generosity (2 Corinthians 9:6-11) 
I gladly give my resources to fulfill God’s 
purposes.  
Prayer (Psalm 66:16-20) 
I pray to God to know Him, to lay my request 
before Him and to find direction for my daily 
life. 
Single-Mindedness (Matthew 6:33) 
I focus on God and His priorities for my life. 
Spiritual Gifts (Romans 12:4-6) 
I know and use my spiritual gifts to accom-
plish God's purposes. 
Worship (Psalm 95:1-7) 
I worship God for who He is and what He has 
done for me. 
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