
 

òConfirming the Covenantó 
Exodus 24:1-18 

 
I believe God is involved 

in and cares about my 
daily life.  

 

òI lift up my eyes to the 
mountainsñwhere does my 
help come from? My help 
comes from the LORD, the 

Maker of heaven and earth.ó 



Read Exodus 24:1-18 

1 Then the LORD said to Moses, òCome up to the LORD, 

you and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and seventy of the el-

ders of Israel. You are to worship at a distance, 2 but Moses 

alone is to approach the LORD; the others must not come near. 

And the people may not come up with him.ó 

3 When Moses went and told the people all the LORDõs 

words and laws, they responded with one voice, òEverything 

the LORD has said we will do.ó 4 Moses then wrote down 

everything the LORD had said. 

He got up early the next morning and built an altar at the 

foot of the mountain and set up twelve stone pillars repre-

senting the twelve tribes of Israel. 5 Then he sent young Isra-

elite men, and they offered burnt offerings and sacrificed 

young bulls as fellowship offerings to the LORD. 6 Moses took 

half of the blood and put it in bowls, and the other half he 

splashed against the altar. 7 Then he took the Book of the Cov-

enant and read it to the people. They responded, òWe will do 

everything the LORD has said; we will obey.ó 

8 Moses then took the blood, sprinkled it on the peo-

ple and said, òThis is the blood of the covenant that 

the LORD has made with you in accordance with all these 

words.ó 

9 Moses and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and the seventy 

elders of Israel went up 10 and saw the God of Israel. Under 

his feet was something like a pavement made of lapis lazuli, as 

bright blue as the sky. 11 But God did not raise his hand 

against these leaders of the Israelites; they saw God, and they 

ate and drank. 

12 The LORD said to Moses, òCome up to me on the 

mountain and stay here, and I will give you the tablets of 

stone with the law and commandments I have written for 

their instruction.ó 

13 Then Moses set out with Joshua his aide, and Moses 

went up on the mountain of God. 14 He said to the elders, 

òWait here for us until we come back to you. Aaron and 

Hur are with you, and anyone involved in a dispute can go to 

them.ó 

15 When Moses went up on the mountain, the 

cloud covered it, 16 and the glory of the LORD settled on 

Mount Sinai. For six days the cloud covered the mountain, 

and on the seventh day the LORD called to Moses from within 

the cloud. 17 To the Israelites the glory of the LORD looked 

like a consuming fire on top of the mountain. 18 Then Moses 

entered the cloud as he went on up the mountain. And he 

stayed on the mountain forty days and forty nights.  

After reading the text, practice your Observation skills 
by noting the following:  

¶ Circle òyouó in v. 1. 

¶ Box òbutó indicating contrast in vv. 2, 11. 

¶ Circle òwordsó and òlawsó in v. 3. 

¶ Highlight the peopleõs words in vv. 3, 7. 

¶ Circle òwrote downó in v. 4. 

¶ Circle òstone pillarsó in v. 4. 

¶ Underline òyoung Israelite menó in v. 5. 

¶ Circle òburnt offeringsó and òfellowship offeringsó 
in v. 5. 

¶ Bracket òblood of the covenantó in v. 8. 

¶ Box òlikeó and òasó indicating comparison in v. 10. 

¶ Bracket òthey saw Godó in v. 11. 

What one word would you use to describe the TONE of 

this passage? (i.e., stern, joyful, cautious, etc.) 

 

 



1. In 24:1, it says òthe LORD said to Moses, ôCome up to the LORD.õó Where does it say he went up? 

 

 

2. To what do òwordsó and òlawsó (v. 3) refer?  

 

 

3. Moses told the people the LORDõs òwordsó and òlaws.ó Why bother writing them down? 

 

 

 

4. The altar and the pillars represent the parties to the covenant. Identify them.  

 

 

 

5. What is a major difference between burnt offerings and fellowship offerings?  

 

 

 

6. Explain the significance of offering a sacrifice to making a covenant.  

 

 

 

7. The òblood of the covenantó (v. 8) is sprinkled on the altar and on the people (or the pillars representing 
them) to signify what?  

 

 

 

8. The seventy-four people who òcome up to the LORDó see òthe God of Israel.ó How can that be?  

 

 

 

9. Explain the significance of the meal shared by the seventy-four leaders. 

 

 

10. Discussion:  The relationship of Christians to God is defined in terms of the New Covenant rather than the 
Old. Compare the ratification of the Old Covenant to the New (see Lk 22:20; Mk 14:24; cf. Heb 9:11-15, 18-28).     






