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THIS WEEK’S
CORE COMPETENCY

Personal God
| believe God is involved
in and cares about my
daily life.

ol lift up my eyes to the
mountaingi where does my
help come from9ly help
comes from theorp, the
Maker of heaveand earthd
Psalm 121:1-2

Q?

Who are the
parties to the
Old Covenant?
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Exodus 24:118

The fact that God is a personal God is reflected in two
particulars: his involvement in our daily lives and his
care for us. Put differently, God's presence in our lives
and provision for our needs are together powerful evi-
dence that he gets personal. Both his presence and his
provision are evident in the ratification of the covenant
mediated by Moses. The confirmation of that covenant is
described in Exodus 24:1-11.

God's provision of what the Israelites needed is
evident in the giving of the Mosaic Covenant. The book of
Genesis records God's promise to Abraham to make him
into a great nation (12:2). By the time the book ends, his
descendants through Isaac and Jacob number just seven-
ty (Ge 46:27; cf. Ex 1:5)—hardly enough to call a nation.
So, a family goes down into Egypt (Ge 47), but four hun-
dred years later a nascent nation comes up out of Egypt
(Ex 14), exactly as God had said (Ge 15:16). Nascent be-
cause the emancipated Israelites required two additional
things before becoming a nation —law and land. Can a
nation even exist without law to found it and without
law to govern it? Hardly, so God gives the Israelites law,
namely, the Mosaic Covenant, including the Decalogue
(Ex 20:1-21), the Book of the Covenant (20:22-23:33), and
the ceremonial regulations, pertaining to worship (Lev 1-
27)—all of which are destined to become the law of the
land. Serving as the nation’s constitution, the covenant is
the source of Israel’s criminal and civil, regulatory and
religious statutes. Every aspect of the life in Israel is
governed by the terms of the law given to Moses—even
much later during the monarchy, kings are to be keepers
of the covenant. After giving them law, forty years later,
the LORD then gives them Jand, namely, the promised
land of Canaan (Jos 1-21).

God's presence in their lives is evident in the confir-
mation of the covenant. He speaks directly to Moses and
to the other seventy-three people he invites to approach
him. And while “Moses alone is to approach the LORD” (v.
2) whereas the others are to “worship at a distance” (v. 1),
the LORD is still present with them all. The next day,
Moses builds an altar, representing the LORD, and across
from it—face to face, as it were—he sets up twelve stone
pillars, representing the twelve tribes of Israel. All of this
is in preparation for the offering of sacrifices, the blood

of which will be used in the ratification of the covenant to
identify the parties involved and the meat of which will
be used in the fellowship meal to follow, celebrating the
parties new relationship. The LORD consumes the burnt
offering entirely and shares the meat of the fellowship
offering around the table with his guests. On the signifi-
cance of such a meal, on commentator writes: “Seventy-
four people ascended Mount Sinai to represent all Israel
in the covenant meal (see comments on vv. 1-2), a special
eating ceremony between parties to the covenant without
which the covenant would not have been understood to
make them allies/ friends/kin. In the ancient world (and
many places in the modern world) people would not eat
together if they were not somehow allies or family. Eating
was understood to convey acceptance, to declare approv-
al of those with whom one dined . . . so eating a formal
meal with others was understood to demonstrate mutual
agreement, cooperation, acceptance, and respect”
(Douglas K. Stuart, Exodus, vol. 2, NAC, 555-56). Appar-
ently, the seventy-four see “the God of Israel” (vv. 9-10)
while participating in the fellowship meal. One would
expect a personal encounter of this sort to result in death,
but in this case “God did not raise his hand against these
leaders of the Israelites; they saw God, and they ate and
drank” (v. 11). Theirs was a unigue experience of God’s
presence. They ate and drank with him!

As New Testament Christians, our relationship to
God is defined in terms of the New Covenant. Verse 8
mentions “the blood of the covenant,” referring to the
blood of the animals sacrificed in connection with the
ratification of the Old Covenant. Note that the same ex-
pression appears on the lips of our Lord in connection
with the Lord’s Supper. He tells his disciples: “This is my
blood of the covenant” (Mk 14:24; Mt 26:28; cf. Lk 22:20).
He speaks these words in anticipation of his crucifixion.
One commentator writes: “Christ Himself would be, on
the cross, not only the mediator of a covenant (like Moses),
but also the sacrifice that initiated that covenant” (R. Alan
Cole, Exodus, TOTC, 186, italics added). And as often as
we eat at the Lord’s table, we remember our New Cove-
nant relationship to God —ratified by Christ through his
death and marked by the Holy Spirit’s presence in us—
until our Savior returns.



EXAMINE GOD’S WORD

Read Exodus 24:118 After reading the text, practice your Observation skills
by noting the following:
1Thenthdorbs ai d t o MoseslLORDD Come up to the

you and AaronNadab and Abihuand seventy of the el- . Circle oyousé in v. 1.
dersof Israel. You are to worship at a distarizbut Moses

, f Box obut 6 contrastinevaz il.n g
alone is to approathe LORD; the others must not come near.

And the people may not come fuCiwict @ Biwdr@dsé and ol awsd in
3 When Moses went and told the people allltbepd s f Highlight the peopleds words |
wordsandlawst hey responded with one voice, OEverything
theLorbh as s ai d 4Aesestheh wrotebwn. 6 1 Circle owrote downé6 in v. 4.
everything the_orD had said. . . . L
f cCircle o0stone pillarsé in v. ¢
He got up early the next morning and built an altrthe _ . _
foot of the mountain and set up twelve stone pillars repre-  Underline oyoung Israelite me:
1

senting the twelve tribes of IsraBlThen he sent young Isra-
elite men, and they offered burnt offerirmgsl sacrificed
young bulls as fellowship offeringstheLorD. 6 Mosestook
half of the bloodnd put it in bowls, and the other half he f Bracket oblood of the covenant
splasheagainst the altar7 Then he took the Book of the Cov- o . o ) )
enantand read it to the peopl eﬂ Brch)fe y0 Ir 'elgep% nad%%‘;?mp‘brwf‘“\/&‘?-‘i' ¢ adtoI n

everythingthdorohas sai d; we will OfPeB’r-aécket Ot hey saw Godé in v.

8 Moses then took the blood, sprinkled it on the peo- What one word would you use to describe the TONE of

peand said, o0This isthat he bl ogdy 08467k estefnoyr taufiols, etc.)
theLoORD has made with you in accordance with all these

words. 6

Circle Oburnt offeringsdé and
inv. 5.

9 Moses and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and the seventy
eldersof Israel went ud0 and sawthe God of Israel. Under What word or idea stands out to you in this passage?
his feet was something like a pavement made of lapis E=zuli,
bright blue as the sky.1 But God did not raise his hand
against these leaders of the Israelites; theyGady and they

ate and drank. . ) o
What is one thing you do not understand in this passage?

12Thelorbsai d to Moses, O0Come up to me on the
mountain and stay here, and | will give you the tablets of
stonewith the law and commandments | have written for

their instruction.o

13 Then Moses set out with Joshhia aide, and Moses Try to summarize the THEME of this passage in one word. If
went up on the mountainf God.14 He said to the elders, you were going to describe these verses, you might say, “This
oWai t here for us until we GeRtiBghouback to yogu. Aaron and
Hur are with you, and anyone involved in a dispoéa go to
them. ¢

15When Moses went up on the mountain, the
cloudcovered it16 and the gloryof theLORD settled on
Mount Sinai. For six days the cloud covered the mountain,
and on the seventh day therp called to Moses from within
the cloud17 To the Israelites the glory of therD looked
like a consuming firen top of the mountairl8 Then Moses
entered the cloud as he went on up the mountain. And he
stayed on the mountain forgays and forty nights.




DIG DEEPER

Answer the questions to help you apply the passage and prepare for discussion

1. I n 24: 1llorDistaiday o Mol e s, LoRIC dithere does it say hetwbné up?
2. To what do owordsé and o0l awsdé (v. 3) refer?
3. Mosestold the peoplethe Lorb6 s Owords 6 and ol aws. 6 Why bother writing

4. Thealtar and the pillars represent the parties to the covenant. Identify them.

5. What is amajordifference between burnt offerings and fellowship offerings?

(o]

. Explain the significance of offering a sacrifice to making a covenant.

7. The oblood of the covenanto6 (v. 8) is sprinkled on th
them) to signify what?

8. Theseventyf our peopl e wholLormosemet huep Good tohfe | srael . 6 How can t

(o]

. Explain the significanceof the meal shared by the seventy-four leaders.

10.Discussion: The relationship of Christians to God is defined in terms of the New Covenant rather than the
Old. Compare the ratification of the Old Covenant to the New (see Lk 22:20; Mk 14:24; cf. Heb 9:14115, 1828).
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EXPLORE RESOURCES

Commentary On The Text

Exodus 24:1-18 functions like a hinge, connecting the treat-
ment of the Decalogue and the Book of the Covenant that pre-
cedes to the treatment of the tabernacle that follows. Verses 1-11
conclude the treatment of the “words and laws” (v. 3); verses 12-
18 commence the treatment of the “sanctuary” (25:8). The hinge
rotates at its joint (vv. 11, 12), marked by the repetition of the
LORD’s command to Moses (cf. vv. 1, 12). Verses 1-11 describe
the ratification of the covenant between God and Israel. Verses
12-18 describe Moses’ reception of the plans for the tabernacle
during his forty-day stay on the mountain. One commentator
explains: “The Mosaic Covenant had been confirmed (24:1-11)
and Israel was then a theocracy, a government or common-
wealth under God. Having been redeemed from bondage by
God and now in a covenant under His laws, God’s people were
then enlightened as to the proper way to worship Him. So Mo-
ses was called into God’s presence to receive the Decalogue in
stone along with other commands (24:12) and he returned 40
days later (31:18; 34:28). In that period of time God communicat-
ed to Moses the form of Israel’s worship. The tabernacle was to
become the focus of Israel’s worship of God. This lengthy section
(24:12-31:18) deals with ordinances pertaining to the sanctuary
and priestly ministry —ceremonial laws that undergirded the
covenant” (John D. Hannah, “Exodus,” in The Bible Knowledge
Commentary: Old Testament, 146).

The “words” and “laws” of the covenant have already been
given when chapter 24 opens; all that remains is for the people
to ratify the agreement. That ratification is described in verses 3-
11. In response to the invitation to Moses to “Come up to the
LOoRD” and bring seventy-three others with him (vv. 1-2), “Moses
and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and the seventy elders of Israel
went up and saw the God of Israel” (vv. 9-10). In the meantime,
he related all the demands of the covenant to the people orally,
and they unanimously agreed to comply with them all, replying
in unison, “Everything the LORD has said we will do” (v. 3).
“Such is the nature of any true covenant: keeping all of it is the
only way to keep it; keeping only some of it and violating the
rest is not keeping it at all” (Douglas K. Stuart, Exodus, vol. 2,
NAC, 552). After which, he wrote them all down for posterity.
Covenants must be endorsed by future generations, making
regular reading and rereading of a written document necessary
to keep the covenant alive and perpetually useful.

The morning after the people pledged obedience to the cove-
nant, Moses prepared for the ratification ceremony and fellow-
ship meal to follow. He built and altar, and evidently, across
from the altar, he set up “twelve stone pillars representing the
twelve tribes of Israel” (v. 4). Then he arranged for the sacrifice
of burnt offerings and fellowship offerings. The first were re-
duced to ashes on the altar totally dedicated to God; the second
were eaten by priests and worshippers, a portion of their fat
reduced to ashes on the altar. The “young Israelite men” who
offered the sacrifices, were perhaps the firstborn sons who had
been dedicated to the LORD earlier (Ex 13:1-16). Sacrifice and
covenant making went hand in hand in the ancient world. One

commentator describes the general pattern that was followed.
“In the biblical world, covenants were normally concluded with
a special covenant meal in which animals were symbolically cut
in half (symbolizing the shared responsibility of the two parties
as well as the severity of the penalty for breaking the covenant),
then the parties to the covenant walked between the pieces, and
then the meal was eaten together as a sign of friendship and
alliance” (Stuart, 552) (cf. Ge 15:9-21).

The ratification of the Mosaic Covenant involved a covenant
meal. After the animals were sacrificed, Moses splashed half of
the blood collected against the altar (v. 6). Then after reading the
Book of the Covenant to them, and the people formally respond-
ing, “We will do everything the LORD has said; we will obey” (v.
8), Moses took the other half of the blood and sprinkled it on the
people —or perhaps on the stone pillars representing them. The
covenant was ratified at that point. The meal that followed pre-
sumed its ratification.

“At long last Moses and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu and sev-
enty of the elders climbed up. And then they saw the God of
Israel” (trans. John I. Durham, Word Biblical Commentary, vol. 3,
Exodus, 339), in whose presence they would eat the covenant
meal. Since the Bible clearly teaches that God is invisible (Col
1:15; 1Ti 1:17; cf. Ro 1:20), they did not see God in his essence.
They doubtless did see something, but what? One commentator
answers: “What Moses and his companions experience is a the-
ophany of the Presence of God, not a vision of his person, and
what they see, bowed before even that awesome reality, is what
could be seen from a position of obeisant prostration, the sur-
face on which his Presence offered itself” (Durham, 344). Some-
what surprisingly, the seventy-four who shared this unique
experience of God's presence survived, because they were there
by invitation. “They saw God, and they ate and drank” (v. 11).

According to verses 12-18, the LORD later directs Moses to:
“Come up to me on the mountain and stay here, and I will give
you the tablets of stone with the law and commandments I have
written for their instruction” (v. 12). For six days Moses waits
before the glory of God, and on the seventh day, he enters the
glory cloud where he spends the next “forty days and forty
nights” (v. 18). During that time he receives more than the stone
tablets, he receives the plans for the tabernacle.

The New Covenant that defines New Testament believers’
relationship to God was, like the Old Covenant, confirmed
through the offering of a sacrifice and celebrated in connection
with a communal meal. But in the case of the New Covenant, it
was the sacrifice of Jesus, the mediator of the covenant, rather
than an animal, through which the covenant was ratified. And
in the case of the New Covenant, it is the Lord’s Supper that
expresses the fellowship of believers with one another and with
God. Later, the early church’s celebrations of the Lord’s table
were accompanied by communal meals called “love feasts” (Ju
12; cf. 2Pe 2:13; 1Co 11:20-22) intended to strengthen the unity
and the spirit of harmony, goodwill, and congeniality in the
church, as well as to forgive past disputes and instead love one
another.







