
 

“Gaining the Good God Offers” 
Exodus 23:20-33 

 
I have established a good 
name with God and with 
others based on my long-

term loyalty to those   
relationships. 

 

“I Let love and faithful-
ness never leave you; bind 
them around your neck, 

write them on the tablet of 
your heart. Then you will 

win favor and a good name 
in the sight of God and 

man.” 



Read Exodus 23:20-33 

20 “See, I am sending an angel ahead of you to guard 

you along the way and to bring you to the place I have 

prepared. 21 Pay attention to him and listen to what he 

says. Do not rebel against him; he will not forgive your 

rebellion, since my Name is in him. 22 If you listen care-

fully to what he says and do all that I say, I will be an ene-

my to your enemies and will oppose those who oppose 

you. 23 My angel will go ahead of you and bring you into 

the land of the Amorites, Hittites, Perizzites, Canaanites, 

Hivites and Jebusites, and I will wipe them out. 24 Do not 

bow down before their gods or worship them or follow 

their practices. You must demolish them and break their 

sacred stones to pieces. 25 Worship the LORD your 

God, and his blessing will be on your food and water. I 

will take away sickness from among you, 26 and none will 

miscarry or be barren in your land. I will give you a full 

life span. 

27 “I will send my terror ahead of you and throw into 

confusion every nation you encounter. I will make all your 

enemies turn their backs and run. 28 I will send the hor-

net ahead of you to drive the Hivites, Canaanites and Hit-

tites out of your way. 29 But I will not drive them out in a 

single year, because the land would become desolate and 

the wild animals too numerous for you. 30 Little by little I 

will drive them out before you, until you have increased 

enough to take possession of the land. 

31 “I will establish your borders from the Red Sea to 

the Mediterranean Sea, and from the desert to the Euphra-

tes River. I will give into your hands the people who live 

in the land, and you will drive them out before you. 32 Do 

not make a covenant with them or with their gods. 33 Do 

not let them live in your land or they will cause you to sin 

against me, because the worship of their gods will certain-

ly be a snare to you.” 

After reading the text, practice your Observation 
skills by noting the following: 

• Circle “angel” in v. 20. 

• Underline “place” in v. 20 and “land” in v. 23. 

• Box “since” indicating reason in v. 21. 

• Box “if” indicating a condition in v. 22.  

• Bracket “my Name is in him” in v. 21. 

• Draw a line from “he” to “I” in v. 22.  

• Bracket “wipe them out” in v. 23 and “drive 
them out” in v. 31. 

• Highlight vv. 24-26. 

• Circle “my terror” in v. 27. 

• Circle “the hornet” in v. 28. 

• Box “but” indicating contrast in v. 29. 

• Box “because” indicating reason in vv. 29, 33. 

• Underline “little by little” in v. 30. 

• Circle “your borders” in v. 31. 

What one word would you use to describe the TONE 

of this passage? (i.e., stern, joyful, cautious, etc.) 

 

 



1. Verses 20-23 refer to “an angel” (or “messenger”). Describe his relationship to the LORD (cf. pronouns in v. 
22).  

 

 

2. Explain the conditional (“if”) vow in verse 22. 

 

 

3.The Israelites are to actively respond to the idol worship they face in Canaan. How so and why so?  

 

 

4. Identify the implied condition, and describe the blessings promised for obeying it in verses 25-26. 

 

 

5. To what exactly does “my terror” refer? 

 

 

 

6. God isn’t going to drive out the inhabitants of the land all at once (v. 29). Why not? 

 

 

 

7. All at once or little by little, which is more favorable to faith? Explain. 

 

 

 

8. Verse 30 raises an important question. What is it? 

 

 

 

9. The Israelites were to dispossess the Canaanites of their land—"drive them out” and “not let them live” in it. 
How could this be just? (Cf., Ge 15:16) 

 

 

 

10. Discussion: As long as the people of Israel obeyed the commandments God gave them in the law they were 
blessed. Is the same true for Christians today? Talk about it.     







           

While Christians’ blessings are not contingent, New Covenant believers are to obey the law of Christ  
even as Old Covenant believers were to obey the Law of Moses.     

     

  
 

 

(Rewrite the Central Message above to personally apply to your own life) 

The “Living Questions” are simple questions we may ask of any text in order to apply the Bible to our life. An-
swer the questions below as personally as you can.  

1. What does this passage teach me about God? 

 

 

 

 

2. What does this passage teach me about myself? 

 

 

 

 

3. What does this passage lead me to do? 

 

 

 

 



   

Earn 1 KidPIX Token by completing the 
CENTRALKids Bible Study on this page 
and another token by memorizing and 
reciting the memory verse for this week. 
Questions: kids@wearecentral.org 

______ I completed my Bible Study 

______ I memorized this week’s verse 

______ I brought my Bible to church 

______ I brought a friend 

 

Obedience brings blessing. This is a spiritual principle one of my former Bible study leaders used to talk 
about frequently, and through the years I’ve repeated it to my kids. Sometimes when my kids would obey, that 
blessing was a reward of ice cream and other times it was staying in my good graces because I was ready to 
throw in the parenting towel and walk away from their nonsense. Who am I kidding, even then we would go 
get ice cream! Our passage today reminds me of this important principle. God reveals a blessing for the Israel-
ites. He promises to send an angel to guard and guide the Israelites, then promises to level the path as He drives 
out other nations they will encounter. Furthermore, He reminds the Israelites of what is to come—they will en-
ter the land He promised. But this isn’t just a free handout. The Israelites had certain responsibilities in order to 
take hold of this blessing. They had to obey God and His commands because (say it with me) obedience brings 
blessing. God very graciously gave them a guide to go ahead of them and lead the way. Their responsibility was 
to listen and pay attention to this angel. God repeats the first commandment to them as a reminder that they are 
not have any other gods. How often do you miss out on the blessing because you failed to obey? Ouch! We 
aren’t too far off from the Israelites. Next time your child fails to listen or obey, remember a whole nation did 
the same. Love them as God loves you and be their guard and guide.  

 I am loyal to God and others, so they know they can count on me.  

“But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that you may declare  

the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His wonderful light.” 

Read Exodus 23:20-33  
 
1. Who did God send to help the 
Israelites? 

2. How was the angel going to 
help the Israelites? 

3. What responsibility did the 
Israelites have? 

Which of the 10 Command-
ments do you find in our story 
today (20:31-33)?  

Set up an obstacle course 
around your house. Take turns 
guiding family members wear-
ing a blindfold. Is it scary to be 
led when you can’t see your 
way? Do you think the Israelites 
were afraid? 
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Authority of the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 
I believe the Bible is the Word of God and has 
the right to command my belief and action. 
Church (Ephesians 4:15-16) 
I believe the church is God's primary way to 
accomplish His purposes on earth today. 
Eternity (John 14:1-4) 
I believe there is a heaven and a hell and that 
Jesus Christ is returning to judge the earth and 
to establish His eternal kingdom. 
The Holy Spirit (Romans 8:9) 
I believe the Holy Spirit convicts, calls,  
converts and changes me as a child of God. 
Humanity (John 3:16) 
I believe all people are loved by God and need 
Jesus Christ as their Savior. 
Identity in Christ (John 1:12) 
I believe I am significant because of my 
position as a child of God. 
Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:1-4) 
I believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God who 
became man, died for sinners and rose from the 
dead. 
Life Purpose (Acts 20:24) 
I believe I am a steward of God’s resources and 
have been redeemed to participate in His King-
dom purposes for His glory. 
Personal God (Psalm 121:1-2) 
I believe God is involved in and cares about my 
daily life. 
Salvation by Grace (Ephesians 2:8-9) 
I believe a person comes into a right relation-
ship with God by His grace, through faith in 
Jesus Christ. 

  

 
  

Love (1 John 4:10-12) 
I sacrificially and unconditionally love and 
forgive others. 
Joy (John 15:11) 
I have inner contentment and purpose in spite 
of my circumstances. 
Peace (Philippians 4:6-7) 
I am free from anxiety because things are right 
between God, myself and others. 
Patience (Proverbs 14:29) 
I take a long time to overheat and endure pa-
tiently under the unavoidable pressures of life. 
Kindness/Goodness  
I choose to do the right things in my relation-
ships with others 

Faithfulness (Proverbs 3:3-4) 
I have established a good name with God and 
with others based on my long-term loyalty to 
those relationships. 
Gentleness (Philippians 4:5) 
I am thoughtful, considerate and calm in 
dealing with others. 
Self-Control (Titus 2:11-13) 
I have the power, through Christ, to control 
myself. 
Grace (Colossians 3:13) 
I demonstrate forgiveness, mercy and gener-
osity to others, even when they have offended 
me. 
Hope (1 Peter 1:3-5) 
I have a growing anticipation of God’s prom-
ises and my secure eternity with Him. 
Humility (Philippians 2:3-4) 
I choose to esteem others above myself. 

  

Bible Study (Hebrews 4:12) 
I study the Bible to know God, the truth, and 
to find direction for my daily life. 
Biblical Community (Acts 2:44-47) 
I fellowship with other Christians to accom-
plish God's purposes in my life, others' lives, 
and in the world. 
Compassion (Psalm 82:3-4) 
I seek to serve the last, the least and the lost 
in my community. 
Disciple-Making (2 Timothy 2:2) 
I multiply godly beliefs, virtues and practices 
in others to encourage their spiritual growth 
in Christ.  
Evangelism (Acts 1:8) 
I share Jesus with others through personal 
proclamation and demonstration of the   
gospel. 
Generosity (2 Corinthians 9:6-11) 
I gladly give my resources to fulfill God’s 
purposes.  
Prayer (Psalm 66:16-20) 
I pray to God to know Him, to lay my request 
before Him and to find direction for my daily 
life. 
Single-Mindedness (Matthew 6:33) 
I focus on God and His priorities for my life. 
Spiritual Gifts (Romans 12:4-6) 
I know and use my spiritual gifts to accom-
plish God's purposes. 
Worship (Psalm 95:1-7) 
I worship God for who He is and what He has 
done for me. 
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