
 

“2/Image Control” 
Exodus 20:4-6, 22-26 

 
I worship God for who he 
is and what he has done 

for me.  
 

“Come, let us bow down in 
worship, let us kneel before 

the LORD our Maker; 7 for he 
is our God and we are the 
people of his pasture, the 

flock under his care.” 



Read Exodus 20:4-6, 22-26 

4 “You shall not make for yourself an image in the form of 

anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in 

the waters below. 5 You shall not bow down to them or 

worship them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous 

God, punishing the children for the sin of the par-

ents to the third and fourth generation of those who 

hate me, 6 but showing love to a thousand generations 

of those who love me and keep my commandments.” 

 

22 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Tell the Israelites 

this: ‘You have seen for yourselves that I have spoken to 

you from heaven: 23 Do not make any gods to be alongside 

me; do not make for yourselves gods of silver or gods of 

gold. 

24 “‘Make an altar of earth for me and sacrifice on it 

your burnt offerings and fellowship offerings, your sheep 

and goats and your cattle. Wherever I cause my name to 

be honored, I will come to you and bless you. 25 If you 

make an altar of stones for me, do not build it with dressed 

stones, for you will defile it if you use a tool on it. 26 And 

do not go up to my altar on steps, or your private 

parts may be exposed.’” 

 

After reading the text, practice your Observation 
skills by noting the following: 

• Underline “image” and “form” in v. 4. 

• Circle “jealous” in v. 5. 

• Circle “punishing” in v. 5. 

• Box “but” indicating contrast in v. 6. 

• Circle “hate” in v. 5 and “love” in v.6. 

• Circle “alongside” in v. 23. 

• Bracket vv. 24-26. 

 

 



1. Distinguish between the first (v. 3) and the second (v. 4) commandments. Aren’t they both really the same?   

 

 

2. The second commandment prohibits making images of false gods (i.e., idols), but does it prohibit making an 
image of the one true God? Explain why it does or does not (cf. Ex 32:2-6).     

 

 

 

3. Does the second commandment prohibit the making of art or religious icons used in worship by some Chris-
tian traditions? Explain why you think it does or does not (cf. Ex 25:17-22; 31-36).       

 

 

4. The LORD describes himself as “a jealous God.” How can being jealous have a positive connotation?  

 

 

 

5. God doesn’t punish innocent people, does he? So in what sense does he punish children for the sin of their 
parents? 

 

 

 

6. The words “love” (v. 5) and “hate” (v. 6) connote more than mere emotions. What distinguishes those who 
“love” God from those who “hate” him? 

 

 

7. What does the contrast introduced in verse 6 reveal about God? 

 

 

8. How does verse 23 clarify the meaning of the first two commandments? 

 

 

 

9. Why only altars of earth or uncut stone, and why no steps?     

 

 

10. Discussion: The second commandment prohibits idolatry, leaving it practically irrelevant today . . . right? 
Talk about it.  



Exodus 20:4-6 and Exodus 20:22-26 are linked by 
repetition. The first text contains the second command-
ment, “You shall not make for yourself an image in 
the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth 
beneath or in the waters below. You shall not bow 
down to them or worship them” (vv. 4-5a), followed 
by the reason people are to obey it, “for I, the LORD 
your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children 
for the sin of the parents to the third and fourth gener-
ation of those who hate me, but showing love to a 
thousand generations of those who love me and keep 
my commandments” (vv. 5b-6). The second text re-
peats both the first and the second commandments, 
“Do not make any gods to be alongside me; do not 
make for yourselves gods of silver or gods of gold” (v. 
23). The first text is part of the Decalogue, containing 
the Ten Commandments (20:1-21; cf. 34:28), the first 
part of the Law; the second text introduces the Book of 
the Covenant (20:22-24:11; cf. 24:7), containing appli-
cations of the commandments to specific situations. 
The Ten Commandments are examples of apodictic 
laws, namely, “You shall” and “You shall not” com-
mands, employing categorical imperatives, in contrast 
to casuistic laws, namely, “If you . . .” or “Anyone 
who . . .” commands, employing qualifying circum-
stances.  

The second commandment (vv. 4-5a) prohibits the 
making and worship of idols, that is, any “carved im-
age or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above 
or that is on the earth beneath or that is in the water 
below” (NET). “In other words, nothing from any-
where can be copied and used as an object of venera-
tion” (Douglas K. Stuart, Exodus, NAC, 450). Clearly, 
the commandment does not prohibit the artistic pro-
duction of images and likenesses. Otherwise, why 
would the LORD command the shaping of cherubs as 
part of the ark of the covenant (25:17-20) and of cups 
like almond flowers with buds and blossom as part of 
the lampstand (vv.31-34)? But clearly, the command-
ment does prohibit the making of any image intended 
to represent Yahweh, as the golden calf incident 
shows. One commentator writes: “According to the 
NIV in the narrative of Exodus 32, when the people set 
up the calf, they said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, 
who brought you up out of Egypt’ (vv. 4, 8). The 
translation ‘your gods’ implies that the sin of the gold-
en calf is understood to be polytheism, the worship of 
gods other than the Lord. The problem with translat-
ing this passage is that the Hebrew word translated as 
‘gods’ [‘elōhîm] can be rendered either ‘gods’ (plural) 
or ‘god’ (singular). Furthermore, the same word is 

rendered elsewhere in Scripture simply as ‘God.’ In 
each case the context must determine whether the 
plural ‘gods’ or the singular ‘god/God’ is intended. If 
in this passage the word is rendered in the singular, 
then the sin of the golden calf is intended to be under-
stood as idolatry. In our judgment this appears to be 
the sense of the passage” (John H. Sailhamer, The Pen-
tateuch as Narrative, 284, italics added)—note, too, 
there was only one golden calf. 

Verses 5b-6 gives the reason why the second com-
mandment is to be obeyed, namely, the LORD is “a 
jealous God,” in the good sense of the word—being 
fiercely protective of one’s rights or possessions. One 
commentator remarks, “God demonstrates healthy 
jealousy in his zeal for his people. He cares for his 
particular possession. When this property is given to 
some other deity, he responds vigorously (1 Cor. 
10:22; James 4:5)” (Bruce K. Waltke, An Old Testament 
Theology, 417). What’s more, this trait is evident in the 
fact that disobedience and obedience to God’s com-
mandments have long-term consequences. Children 
who continue in their parents’ sins are punished like 
their parents, who in turn live to regret the conse-
quences of their sinful behavior on their sons and 
daughters. The fact that the children may have 
learned their ways from them is no excuse. Perhaps 
the saying is true, “What parents do in moderation, 
their children do in excess.” The influence of bad par-
ents who “hate” God, that is, who disobey the com-
mandment, extend to “the third and fourth genera-
tion.” But by way of contrast, the influence of good 
parents who “love” God, that is, who obey the com-
mandment, extend to “a thousand generations.” 
God’s loyal love surpasses his retribution. 

Verses 22-26 introduce the Book of the Covenant. 
The first and second commandments are repeated, 
followed by instructions regarding the building of 
altars—simple altars of earth are acceptable as are 
altars of stone, while altars made with dressed stones 
are not, neither are altars with steps. Why? The wor-
ship of Yahweh is to be easily distinguished from Ca-
naanite worship. By building their altars this way, the 
Israelites are making a definitive statement that the 
worship of their God is different from the practices of 
their future neighbors.   

The second commandment prohibits idolatry. 
When idol is narrowly defined, the commandment is 
unlike the first but less relevant today, since few peo-
ple actually make graven images and worship them. 
But when idol is more broadly defined, the command-
ment is like the first and more relevant today, since 
many people idolize a variety of “counterfeit gods.” 





           

Don’t violate the second commandment by turning anything  
in your life into a counterfeit idol.   

 

 

(Rewrite the Central Message above to personally apply to your own life) 

The “Living Questions” are simple questions we may ask of any text in order to apply the Bible to our life. An-
swer the questions below as personally as you can.  

1. What does this passage teach me about God? 

 

 

 

 

2. What does this passage teach me about myself? 

 

 

 

 

3. What does this passage lead me to do? 

 

 

 

 



   

Earn 1 KidPIX Token by completing the 
CENTRALKids Bible Study on this page 
and another token by memorizing and 
reciting the memory verse for this week. 
Questions: kids@wearecentral.org 

______ I completed my Bible Study 

______ I memorized this week’s verse 

______ I brought my Bible to church 

______ I brought a friend 

 

 I celebrate God for who He is and what He has done for me.   

“It is for freedom that Christ has set us free.” 

 

Read Exodus 20:4-6, 22-26. 
 
1. What is the second command-
ment? 

2. What is an idol or image of 
God?  

3. How were the Israelites to 
worship God (Ex 20:22-26)? 

How are the first two command-
ments different? 

Experience true worship this 

week by taking a nature walk, 

serving or singing His songs of 

praise as a family. How does 

this help you understand God’s 

true character? 



Tom Bulick (M.A. in Educational 
Leadership, Eastern Michigan Uni-
versity, Th.M. in Old Testament, 
and Ph.D. in Bible Exposition, Dal-
las Theological Seminary). For 
more than forty years, Tom has 
served as pastor, faculty member, 
and administrator. Tom was Vice 
President for Student Life and 
Associate Professor of Religious 
Studies at Trinity Western Univer-
sity (Vancouver, B.C.) from 1986 to 
1998 and Spiritual Formation Pas-
tor at Central Bible Church 
(Arlington, TX) from 1998 to 2022. 
He and his wife Ruth have one son, 
Zach. 
 
Stephanie Thomas (B.B.A Univer-
sity of Texas at Arlington). Stepha-
nie is married to James and they 
have four children: Elijah, Levi, 
Ella and Simon. Stephanie has 
attended Central Bible Church for 
more than 20 years, has been on 
staff since 2014, and now serves as 
Children’s Minister. 

  

Authority of the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 
I believe the Bible is the Word of God and has 
the right to command my belief and action. 
Church (Ephesians 4:15-16) 
I believe the church is God's primary way to 
accomplish His purposes on earth today. 
Eternity (John 14:1-4) 
I believe there is a heaven and a hell and that 
Jesus Christ is returning to judge the earth and 
to establish His eternal kingdom. 
The Holy Spirit (Romans 8:9) 
I believe the Holy Spirit convicts, calls,  
converts and changes me as a child of God. 
Humanity (John 3:16) 
I believe all people are loved by God and need 
Jesus Christ as their Savior. 
Identity in Christ (John 1:12) 
I believe I am significant because of my 
position as a child of God. 
Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:1-4) 
I believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God who 
became man, died for sinners and rose from the 
dead. 
Life Purpose (Acts 20:24) 
I believe I am a steward of God’s resources and 
have been redeemed to participate in His King-
dom purposes for His glory. 
Personal God (Psalm 121:1-2) 
I believe God is involved in and cares about my 
daily life. 
Salvation by Grace (Ephesians 2:8-9) 
I believe a person comes into a right relation-
ship with God by His grace, through faith in 
Jesus Christ. 

  

 
  

Love (1 John 4:10-12) 
I sacrificially and unconditionally love and 
forgive others. 
Joy (John 15:11) 
I have inner contentment and purpose in spite 
of my circumstances. 
Peace (Philippians 4:6-7) 
I am free from anxiety because things are right 
between God, myself and others. 
Patience (Proverbs 14:29) 
I take a long time to overheat and endure pa-
tiently under the unavoidable pressures of life. 
Kindness/Goodness  
I choose to do the right things in my relation-
ships with others 

Faithfulness (Proverbs 3:3-4) 
I have established a good name with God and 
with others based on my long-term loyalty to 
those relationships. 
Gentleness (Philippians 4:5) 
I am thoughtful, considerate and calm in 
dealing with others. 
Self-Control (Titus 2:11-13) 
I have the power, through Christ, to control 
myself. 
Grace (Colossians 3:13) 
I demonstrate forgiveness, mercy and gener-
osity to others, even when they have offended 
me. 
Hope (1 Peter 1:3-5) 
I have a growing anticipation of God’s prom-
ises and my secure eternity with Him. 
Humility (Philippians 2:3-4) 
I choose to esteem others above myself. 

  

Bible Study (Hebrews 4:12) 
I study the Bible to know God, the truth, and 
to find direction for my daily life. 
Biblical Community (Acts 2:44-47) 
I fellowship with other Christians to accom-
plish God's purposes in my life, others' lives, 
and in the world. 
Compassion (Psalm 82:3-4) 
I seek to serve the last, the least and the lost 
in my community. 
Disciple-Making (2 Timothy 2:2) 
I multiply godly beliefs, virtues and practices 
in others to encourage their spiritual growth 
in Christ.  
Evangelism (Acts 1:8) 
I share Jesus with others through personal 
proclamation and demonstration of the   
gospel. 
Generosity (2 Corinthians 9:6-11) 
I gladly give my resources to fulfill God’s 
purposes.  
Prayer (Psalm 66:16-20) 
I pray to God to know Him, to lay my request 
before Him and to find direction for my daily 
life. 
Single-Mindedness (Matthew 6:33) 
I focus on God and His priorities for my life. 
Spiritual Gifts (Romans 12:4-6) 
I know and use my spiritual gifts to accom-
plish God's purposes. 
Worship (Psalm 95:1-7) 
I worship God for who He is and what He has 
done for me. 
 

The Scrolls Bible Study is a spiritual 
growth resource of Central Bible 

Church, Fort Worth, Texas. 
© 2022 Central Bible Church. 

Material researched, written and 
supervised by Dr. Tom Bulick. 

All Scripture referenced from the 
New International Version unless 
otherwise noted. This resource is 

freely distributed and may be 
copied without permission.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


