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THIS WEEK’S
CORE COMPETENCY

Worship
| worship God for who he
is and what he has done
for me.

0Come, let us bow dowin
worship, let us kneddefore
the LORD our Maker; 7for he
is our God and we are the
people of his pasture, the
flock under his caré
Psalm 95:6-7

Q?

Why is
worship a
human need?
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TEN WORDS
01/The One and Only 6
Exodus 20:3; 34:13

We live in a world that increasingly believes
it is too mature for worship. Scientific discoveries,
technological advancements and educational
expansion are buying up much of the public
square, leaving little room for the supernatural.
Science seems to be cornering the marketplace of
ideas and people of faith are finding it increasing-
ly difficult to find places where they can convinc-
ingly share their ideals. Many people are disillu-
sioned by faith with many walking away from
church. "Nones" or people who have chosen to
have no faith are on the rise. Popular culture
seems to be flushing all things religious. Atheism,
the belief there is no god, is presented in our day
as the most rational way to approach life. "An
atheist in this sense of philosophical naturalist is
somebody who believes there is nothing beyond
the natural, physical world, no supernatural crea-
tive intelligence lurking behind the observable
universe, no soul that outlasts the body and no
miracles —except in the sense of natural phenom-
ena that we don’t yet understand" (Richard Daw-
kins, The God Delusion, 35). Given enough time,
the "philosophical naturalist" will figure all things
out and no longer need a god to explain the
world.

In much of our modern world, God appears
dead and all is pronounced secular. That is until
you go to world of cinema. Gods are "alive and
well" in the realm of 21st century entertainment.
Marvel, DC, Disney Plus, Apple TV, Netflix and
Amazon Prime are all awash with new creations
of the theological. Hundreds of millions of dollars
are flowing into entertainment media coffers
from hordes of people consuming the supernatu-
ral. Wonder Woman's origin story is from Greek
mythology. Thor and Loki are from the Norse
pantheon. Dr. Strange uses spells to help Spider-
Man. Peter Quill is the child of a celestial being
and an earthly mother. He becomes known as
Starlord and resurrects from an ill-timed death
and serves as a Guardian of the Galaxy. Avengers
are now Eternals. If secular humanism is our tick-

et to the future, Hollywood is not buying. In 2019
alone, the Marvel Cinematic Universe amassed
over five billion dollars through its film endeav-
ors. Worship is alive and well on our planet. Mov-
ie theaters and home cinemas are our new cathe-
drals. Atheists have not stamped out the "God
Delusion." Instead, they have created a "god vacu-
um" that ticket buyers and media subscribers have
willingly filled.

Humans, whether ivy tower elites or cave
dwelling primitives, will always worship. Because
we are created in the image of God, we will never
erase our need to connect with our Creator. Even
when atheism becomes the official position of a
government, people will often fall into the cultish
practice of emperor or empire worship. Instead of
fighting our need to worship or worshiping any-
thing and everything, a wise person would do
well to figure out how to worship well.

Worship begins with an object. As humans we
are compelled to worship something. Some will
think that worshipping all things is the best move.
But that logic quickly devolves to self-worship. If
we are worshiping many things, then we are pick-
ing and choosing the "winners and losers" and we
become our own god or the ultimate power over
our own choices. We would do well to find the
best thing or the best person to worship. Embrac-
ing many gods leads to self-exaltation. Acceptance
of one God is an act of humility. Seeking the One
True God may cost me much and may challenge
all of my vices and fears. And yet this is the true
path of true worship. Finding the truth and fol-
lowing the truth is not science. In reality it is wor-
ship.

The God of the Bible warns us against the dan-
ger of "no gods" (Psalms 14:1) and of many gods
(Exodus 20:3). The One True God will not tolerate
other gods "before" him. What are you doing to
fill this "worship vacuum" in your soul? Are you
trying to fill it with science? Are you trying to
flood it with superheroes? What would happen if
you actually worshiped the One True God?
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EXAMINE GOD’S WORD

Read Exodus 20:3 and 34:14
20:3 You shall have no other gods before me.

34:14Do not worship any other god, for therb,

whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God.

Read a Complementary Passage
Deuteronomy 6:13-15

13 Fear thé.ORD your God, serve him only and take
your oaths in his name. 1o not follow other gods, the
gods of the peoples around youfdriheLORD your God,

who is among you, is a jealous God and his anger will

burn against you, and he will destroy you from the face of

the land.

After reading the text, practice your Observation
skills by noting the following:

i Circle the recipient of the commandment in v. 3.
Underline the words that are used for worship in
v. 3.

Double underline the words that show the al-
lowed number of gods beyond the LORD inv. 3.
Draw a box around the word that shows that

God is a person and not impersonal power in v.
3.

Circle the name for God found in 34:14.
Underline the phrase that provides the reason for
the commandment given in v. 14.

Place brackets around each phrase in Dt 6:13 that
provides a positive way to interact with the One
True God.

Double underline the prohibitive expression in v.
14.

Draw an arrow connecting the two prepositions
of placement found in vv. 14-15.

Draw a line from the phrases that are the same in
Ex 34:14 and Dt 6:15.

Circle each use of
15..
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What one word would you use to describe the TONE of
this passage? (i.e., stern, joyful, cautious, etc.)

What word or idea stands out to you in this passage?

What is one thing you do not understand in this passage?

Try to summarize the THEME of this passage in one word.
If you were going to describe these verses, you might say,
“This text is about "
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DIG DEEPER

Answer the questions to help you apply the passage and prepare for discussion

1. What presuppositions are included in the first commandment (v. 3)?

2. How can a person ohave a god(s)?
3. How can someone have a god oObefore6 the One True God?
4. Why do you think the first commandment of the Ten Commandments relates to how many gods people wor-

ship?

(€21

. Describe the contrast found between the placement of gods and theLoRD your God in Deuteronomy 6:14 -15.

6. What concept is introduced in Exodus 34:14 and Deuteronomy 6:15 as a reason for the first commandment?
How is this a good thing?

~

. Describe some problems that arise from worshiping more than one god.

8. Deuteronomy 6:15 is severe. How could a loving God act this way?

9. How does Jesus condense and priorit3d#)ze all of Godb&s ¢

10. Jesus affirmed the existence of one God (Mark 12:284). How can Christians obey the first of the Ten Com-
mandments while also worshipping God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit?




EXPLORE RESOURCES

Commentary On The Text

God’s “Ten Words” or “Ten Commandments” begin with a
law regarding himself. The foundation of the Law, given to
Israel, is based upon a proper understanding and approach to
the Giver of the Law. Following God’s way requires that people
follow only God and only his way. This first commandment
assumes that the people of Israel have been exposed to many
other gods who made many other claims upon them. Following
a god or many gods is acknowledgment of supreme or ultimate
power. Loyalty, faithfulness, obedience and love are all
wrapped up in the choice of following of a deity or deities. To
“have a god” is to worship, obey, adore and revere that god.
The God of Exodus, who redeemed his people and brought
them to himself, would not allow other gods to steal allegiance,
affection or devotion. The first law of God presupposes that
God himself is the greatest and worthy of ultimate devotion
and praise.

“The first of the ten commandments is basic to the nine that
follow it and to the relationship the Decalogue is designed to
insure. It sets forth an expectation of absolute priority, a first
and fundamental requirement of those who desire to enter into
the covenant relationship with Yahweh. MT reads, literally, ‘It
(or There) is not to be to you (singular) other gods in my Pres-
ence.” The singular verb and the singular subject and indirect
object, along with the plural direct object, “gods,” make the
application of the command unmistakably clear. There is not to
be even one other god (Ex 34:14 even reduces ‘other gods’ to the
singular [‘any other god']), each single member of the covenant
community is specifically involved, and there is no place where
this expectation is invalid, since there is no place from which
Yahweh’s Presence is barred... This first of the commandments,
in sum, is the essential foundation for the building of the cove-
nant community. Yahweh had opened himself to a special rela-
tionship with Israel, but that relationship could develop only if
Israel committed themselves to Yahweh alone. Yahweh had
rescued them and freed them, delivered them and guided them,
then come to them. The next step, if there was to be a next step,
belonged to them. If they were to remain in his presence, they
were not to have other gods” (John . Durham, Word Biblical
Commentary, vol. 3, Exodus, 284-285).

This first law of God introduces the concept of monotheism.
This is the doctrine that emphasizes that there is only one God
and that all other claims to deity are false and fraudulent.
“Israel owed its primary fealty to God, and ‘distinguished Israel
from all the other peoples of antiquity.” Because Israel existed in
a polytheistic, pagan world which proliferated images, the cov-
enant’s first commandment begins, not with the philosophical-
theological argument that Yahweh is the only true God, but the
only one to which Israel owed its allegiance. This is due in the
first place to the difficulty of wording ‘a command of monothe-
ism without referring to other deities,” and, in the second place,
because this relationship established by the covenant would,
through practice, teach Israel the fact that there is only one true
God” (Randall C. Bailey, Exodus, The College Press NIV Com-

mentary, 219).

The command to “have no other gods” may acknowledge
the phenomenon of other claims to “god-status” but does not
establish the reality of other gods. The charge to not have other
gods “before” Yahweh suggests henotheism, the belief that
there are many gods, but only the chief or head god should be
worshiped. The introduction of this first commandment ad-
dresses polytheistic world of the Israelites without establishing
the truth claims of that religious system. God is the only god;
God is alone One (Dt 6:4). Only he should be worshiped.

God is further described as being a “jealous God” (Ex 20:5;
34:14; Dt 6:15). This name of God introduces the concept of
God’s passion or love for his people. Like a spouse, God does
not wish his love or his loved ones to trample or dishonor that
love relationship with detractors or destroyers. Jealousy may be
understood as petty or infantile among humans, especially
when applied to possessions or reputations. But when applied
to covenants of love, jealousy is warranted and expected. A
lover who is not jealous to some degree when a committed
partner violates a love covenant is deficient and defective. God
as the ultimate deity is the ultimate lover and he will protect
his loved ones from thieves and destroyers.

Jesus, in the New Testament, demonstrated allegiance to
this first commandment (Mk 12:28-34). His reminder of God's
Oneness (“the Lord is one”) and his call to comprehensive love
for God (“all your heart...”) echoed this idea of one God and no
other gods before this one God. Jesus made these statements in
the Temple of God and after making such claims, no one asked
him any further questions (Mark 12:34). His affirmation of
monotheism silenced his temple objectors.

Christians are often challenged because of their belief in the
Trinity; that God exists as three in one. God the Father, God the
Son and God the Spirit, to many, sounds like three gods, not
one god. How can Christians claim to be monotheists, believers
in one God, when they pray to three members of a Trinity?
There are many answers to this alleged contradiction. Perhaps
the best answer is the very nature of God himself. God is love
(1Jn 4:16) and this essential characteristic of God puts himin a
complex category that outstrips the binary designation of
“God” or “not God.” If God is eternal (Isa 40:28), then he has
been a loving God eternally (Ps 100:5). But whom did God love
before he created creatures to love? If God had no one to love
before creation, how could he eternally be love? If he needed to
create in order to love, then his love was dependent upon his
creation and this would negate his self-sufficiency as God. Yet,
if God were eternally multidimensional or multi-personal, then
love between the persons of God (Father, Son and Spirit) would
be eternally present and active even before his creation. God is
one in essence. He is one as God. But as three in person, God is
able to express love in these persons while remaining one in his
essence. God (monotheism) is love (Trinity) as a profound ex-
pression of God's eternal character. This understanding about
the unity and multidimensional nature of God enables Chris-
tians to be monotheists worshipping God in both his simplicity
and complexity.
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