“Momma Jekyll and Ms. Hyde”
Job 36:13-15

I have a growing anticipation of God’s promises
and my secure eternity
with him.
“Praise be to the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ! In his great mercy he
has given us new birth into a
living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead, and into an
inheritance that can never
perish, spoil or fade.”

Read Job 36:13-15
13 “The godless in heart harbor resentment;
even when he fetters them, they do not cry for help.
14 They die in their youth,
among male prostitutes of the shrines.
15 But those who suffer he delivers in their suffering;
he speaks to them in their affliction.
Read in another translation
13 “The godless in heart cherish anger;

they do not cry for help when he binds them.
14 They die in their youth,
and their life ends in shame.
15 He delivers the afflicted by their affliction,
and opens their ear by adversity. (NRSV)

After reading the text, practice your Observation
skills by noting the following:

•

Circle “the godless” in v. 13.

•

Circle “harbor resentment” in v. 13.

•

Circle “fetters” in v. 13.

•

Bracket “among male prostitutes of the shrines”
in v. 14.

•

Box “but” indicating contrast in v. 15.

•

Box “in” (2x) in v. 15.

•

Underline “suffering” and “affliction” in v. 15.

What one word would you use to describe the TONE
of this passage? (i.e., stern, joyful, cautious, etc.)

Also read Job 36:5-12
5 “God is mighty, but despises no one;
he is mighty, and firm in his purpose.

What word or idea stands out to you in this passage?

6 He does not keep the wicked alive
but gives the afflicted their rights.
7 He does not take his eyes off the righteous;
he enthrones them with kings
and exalts them forever.
8 But if people are bound in chains,
held fast by cords of affliction,
9 he tells them what they have done—
that they have sinned arrogantly.
10 He makes them listen to correction
and commands them to repent of their evil.
11 If they obey and serve him,
they will spend the rest of their days in prosperity
and their years in contentment.

12 But if they do not listen,
they will perish by the sword
and die without knowledge.

Try to summarize the THEME of this passage in one
word. If you were going to describe these verses, you
might say, “This text is about ________________”

1. Toward whom do “the godless in heart harbor resentment”?

2. Why do they resent him?

3. How do they respond to his discipline?

4. Describe their outcome.

5. Is Elihu talking literally or figuratively in verse 14? Explain.

6. Identify “those who suffer” named in the contrast in verse 15.

7. How do they respond to his discipline?

8. They are not delivered from their suffering but “in” their suffering. Explain the difference. And does that ring
true in your life?

9. Elihu says these things (chap. 32, esp. vv. 13-15) to Job. Why?

10. Discussion: Talk about how God has used suffering and affliction in your own life.

v

adversity provides the occasion, if the right advantage is taken of it” (Francis I. Anderson, Job,
TOTC, 261).
v. 15 suffering, affliction
The two
words are used synonymously in the two lines of
verse 15—an example of synonymous parallelism.
“Those who profit by their discipline are delivered.
Here Elihu restates his view of the meaning of discipline to lead on to his application of the principle to
the case of Job” (Rowley, 229).

Don’t despise suffering because the Lord uses it
either to correct or to mature you.

(Rewrite the Central Message above to personally apply to your own life)

The “Living Questions” are simple questions we may ask of any text in order to apply the Bible to our life. Answer the questions below as personally as you can.
1. What does this passage teach me about God?

2. What does this passage teach me about myself?

3. What does this passage lead me to do?

Read Job 36:15.
1. What does it mean to be delivered from something?
2. Describe an “affliction.”
3. How could God speak to
someone?

How does God deliver you from
struggles or speak to you when
you’re having a hard time?

Spend one mealtime in complete silence. How do you plan
to communicate with others?
How will they know your
needs if you can’t speak to
them? How does God know our
thoughts and heart?

I cope with the problems of life and death with the help of Jesus.

“And my God will meet all your needs according to the riches of his glory in Christ Jesus.”
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______ I completed my Bible Study
______ I memorized this week’s verse
______ I brought my Bible to church
______ I brought a friend

Authority of the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16-17)
I believe the Bible is the Word of God and has
the right to command my belief and action.
Church (Ephesians 4:15-16)
I believe the church is God's primary way to
accomplish His purposes on earth today.
Eternity (John 14:1-4)
I believe there is a heaven and a hell and that
Jesus Christ is returning to judge the earth and
to establish His eternal kingdom.
The Holy Spirit (Romans 8:9)
I believe the Holy Spirit convicts, calls,
converts and changes me as a child of God.
Humanity (John 3:16)
I believe all people are loved by God and need
Jesus Christ as their Savior.
Identity in Christ (John 1:12)
I believe I am significant because of my
position as a child of God.
Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:1-4)
I believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God who
became man, died for sinners and rose from the
dead.
Life Purpose (Acts 20:24)
I believe I am a steward of God’s resources and
have been redeemed to participate in His Kingdom purposes for His glory.
Personal God (Psalm 121:1-2)
I believe God is involved in and cares about my
daily life.
Salvation by Grace (Ephesians 2:8-9)
I believe a person comes into a right relationship with God by His grace, through faith in
Jesus Christ.

Love (1 John 4:10-12)
I sacrificially and unconditionally love and
forgive others.
Joy (John 15:11)
I have inner contentment and purpose in spite
of my circumstances.
Peace (Philippians 4:6-7)
I am free from anxiety because things are right
between God, myself and others.
Patience (Proverbs 14:29)
I take a long time to overheat and endure patiently under the unavoidable pressures of life.
Kindness/Goodness
I choose to do the right things in my relationships with others

Faithfulness (Proverbs 3:3-4)
I have established a good name with God and
with others based on my long-term loyalty to
those relationships.
Gentleness (Philippians 4:5)
I am thoughtful, considerate and calm in
dealing with others.
Self-Control (Titus 2:11-13)
I have the power, through Christ, to control
myself.
Grace (Colossians 3:13)
I demonstrate forgiveness, mercy and generosity to others, even when they have offended
me.
Hope (1 Peter 1:3-5)
I have a growing anticipation of God’s promises and my secure eternity with Him.
Humility (Philippians 2:3-4)
I choose to esteem others above myself.

Bible Study (Hebrews 4:12)
I study the Bible to know God, the truth, and
to find direction for my daily life.
Biblical Community (Acts 2:44-47)
I fellowship with other Christians to accomplish God's purposes in my life, others' lives,
and in the world.
Compassion (Psalm 82:3-4)
I seek to serve the last, the least and the lost
in my community.
Disciple-Making (2 Timothy 2:2)
I multiply godly beliefs, virtues and practices
in others to encourage their spiritual growth
in Christ.
Evangelism (Acts 1:8)
I share Jesus with others through personal
proclamation and demonstration of the
gospel.
Generosity (2 Corinthians 9:6-11)
I gladly give my resources to fulfill God’s
purposes.
Prayer (Psalm 66:16-20)
I pray to God to know Him, to lay my request
before Him and to find direction for my daily
life.
Single-Mindedness (Matthew 6:33)
I focus on God and His priorities for my life.
Spiritual Gifts (Romans 12:4-6)
I know and use my spiritual gifts to accomplish God's purposes.
Worship (Psalm 95:1-7)
I worship God for who He is and what He has
done for me.
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