
 

“Burn the Ships” 
Exodus 15:22-17:7 

 
I believe God is involved 

in and cares about my 
daily life. 

 
“I lift up my eyes to the 

mountains—where does my 
help come from? My help 
comes from the LORD, the 

Maker of heaven and earth.” 



Read Exodus 15:22-17:7 

Consider 15:22-16:12 and 17:1-7  

After reading the text, practice your Observation skills 
by noting the following: 

• Underline the place names in 15:22-23, 27; 16:1; 17:1, 
6-7.  

• Circled “grumble/d/ing” in 15:24; 16:2, 7, 8; 17:3. 

• Circle “test” in 15:25; 16:4; 17:2, 7.  

• Circle “diseases” in 15:26. 

• Highlight 16:3 and 17:3. 

• Box “but” indicating contrast in 16:3. 

• Underline “meat” and “bread” in v. 11. 

• Circle “quarreled” in 17:2, 7. 

• Bracket “strike the rock” in 17:6. 

What one word would you use to describe the TONE of 

this passage? (i.e., stern, joyful, cautious, etc.) 

 

What word or idea stands out to you in this passage? 

 

 

Try to summarize the THEME of this passage in one 

word. If you were going to describe these verses, you 

might say, “This text is about ________________” 



1. Exodus 15:22-17:7 details three Israelite protests in three different locations over a period of three months. 
Describe when and where these occur and what occasions them.   

 

 

 

2. Regarding the Israelites, in what sense does the LORD “put them to the test” shortly after they crossed the Red 
Sea? 

 

 

 

3. God warns his people what will happen if they refuse to pay attention to his commands and keep all his     
decrees (15:26; cf. Dt 28). Explain. 

 

 

4. Comparing 16:3 to 15:24 implies the Israelites’ second protest is worse than the first. How so?  

 

 

 

5. In what way does the LORD test the Israelites the second time they protest.  

 

 

 

6. What exactly does the LORD give the Israelites in the evening and in the morning and why? 

 

 

7. The Israelites’ third protest (17:2-3) is the worst of all. How can you tell? 

 

 

 

8. Moses uses his staff to strike the Nile and to strike the Rock. What do you infer from this?   

 

 

9. The LORD may test the Israelites, but the Israelites may not test the LORD. Why not?  

 

 

10. Discussion: Talk about what the Israelites needed to learn and how you see yourself in them.   



Two motifs or themes emerge in Exodus 15:22-17:7, 
grumbling and testing. During the first three months after 
leaving Egypt, the Israelites grumble three times before 
reaching Sinai—at Marah (15:22-26), in the Desert of Sin 
(16:1-35), and at Rephidim (17:1-7). Each time the LORD 
uses their circumstances to “put them to the test” (15:25) 
to assess their willingness to “listen carefully to the 
LORD . . . and do what is right in his eyes,” and “pay 
attention to his commands and keep all his decrees”  
(15:26). This extended narrative opens the section of the 
book that “describes the travels of the people from the 
Red (Reed) Sea to Mount Sinai, a three-month journey 
(19:1). The rest of the book (chaps 19-40) describes God’s 
dealings with the people during the encampment there”  
(John D. Hannah, “Exodus” in The Bible Knowledge Com-
mentary: Old Testament, 133). 

The three incidents, which occur within three 
months of the Israelites leaving Egypt, involve the lack 
of potable water (Ex 15:22-24), the lack of food to eat, 
especially meat (16:1-3), and the complete lack of water 
(17:1-2). The first incident occurs just three days after 
crossing the Red Sea (15:22), the second occurs exactly 
one month after (16:1), and the third occurs before they 
arrive at Sinai three months afterward (19:1). In the first 
instance, they find water at Marah, but it is undrinkable 
perhaps because it is brackish. “So the people grumbled 
against Moses, saying, ‘What are we to drink?’” (15:24). 
In the second, they run out of food in the desert that lay 
between Elim and Sinai. So the Israelites again grumble 
against Moses and Aaron, saying, “If only we had died 
by the LORD’s hand in Egypt! There we sat around pots 
of meat and ate all the food we wanted, but you have 
brought us out into this desert to starve this entire as-
sembly to death” (16:3). In the third, as they near Sinai, 
they come to Rephidim where they camp, but there is 
no water at all there for the people to drink—not even 
brackish water. So they quarrel with Moses, saying, 
“Give us water to drink” (17:2), and then they grumble 
against him, saying, “Why did you bring us up our of 
Egypt to make us and our children and livestock die of 
thirst?” (v. 3).      

Notice that each incident is marked by an escalation 
in the Israelites’ irate response. In the first instance, their 
grumbling involves a simple inquiry. In the second, it is 
accompanied by an accusation. And in the third, it is 
accompanied by a quarrel followed by an accusation. 
The Hebrew word translated “quarrel” is a stronger 
verb than the one used in the other incidents and in 
verse 3 that is translated “grumble,” and it implies that 
the people are leveling a quasilegal charge against Mo-
ses that amounts to putting the LORD to the test (17:2). 
Their attitude can be expressed in the following rhetori-
cal question: “Has not the LORD abandoned us, our chil-

dren, and our livestock to die of thirst in the wilder-
ness?” (cf. v. 3). What’s more, in the third instance, the 
people are on the verge of stoning Moses. 

Now in an effort to train his faithless pilgrims to 
trust and obey, the LORD patiently provides for them on 
all these occasions. On the first, Moses obeys the LORD’s 
command, and in response to his obedience, “the water 
became fit to drink” (15:25). In so doing, the LORD “put 
them to the test” (v. 25) to assess whether his people 
would “pay attention his commands and keep all his 
decrees” (v. 26) after seeing the link between Moses 
obedience and their blessing. On the second, the LORD 
sends them “meat in the evening,” namely, quail and 
“bread in the morning,” namely, manna, to satisfy their 
hunger. And again he tests them to assess whether they 
would obey his instructions regarding the gathering of 
their daily bread (cf. Mt 6:11). Unfortunately, some of 
them do not and learn the hard way that disobedience 
doesn’t pay (cf. 16:19-20, 26-27), prompting the LORD to 
ask, “How long will you refuse to keep my commands 
and my instruction?” (16:28). On the third, the LORD 
provides water from the rock at Horeb. This time the 
Israelites “quarrel” and “test” him, saying, “Is the LORD 
among us or not?” (17:7; cf. Mt 4:5-7). Nevertheless, the 
LORD directs Moses to “strike the rock” at Horeb (17:6), 
just as he struck the water of the Nile (cf. 7:17, 20). Mo-
ses’ rod is no magic wand, but when Moses obeys the 
LORD’s command, the LORD provides water for his peo-
ple to drink. 

The Israelites repeatedly question the LORD’s integ-
rity, contrary to sound logic and their personal experi-
ence. Unfortunately, we do the same; otherwise Paul 
would not have written, “These things happened to 
them as examples and were written down as warning 
for us, on who the culmination of the ages has come”  
(1Co 10:11). The LORD had miraculously delivered them 
from Egypt, demonstrating his power in the plagues on 
the Egyptians and exercising his power on their behalf 
in parting the Red Sea, enabling them to cross on dry 
ground—all to fulfill his promise to their forefathers. 
Yet they worried where their next meal would come 
from. It was illogical for them to believe he had emanci-
pated them to see them either starve or die of thirst in 
the wilderness. What’s more, he had quenched their 
thirst and satiated their hunger before. Too bad they 
had not learned from personal experience. Perhaps 
Paul’s words to the Romans are worth quoting here: 
“He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up 
for us all—how will he not also, along with him, gra-
ciously give us all things?” (8:32). 





           

You can trust the one who gave his Son to redeem you to  
graciously give you all things you need.  

 

 

(Rewrite the Central Message above to personally apply to your own life) 

The “Living Questions” are simple questions we may ask of any text in order to apply the Bible to our life. An-
swer the questions below as personally as you can.  

1. What does this passage teach me about God? 

 

 

 

 

2. What does this passage teach me about myself? 

 

 

 

 

3. What does this passage lead me to do? 

 

 

 

 



   

Earn 1 KidPIX Token by completing the 
CENTRALKids Bible Study on this page 
and another token by memorizing and 
reciting the memory verse for this week. 
Questions: kids@wearecentral.org 

______ I completed my Bible Study 

______ I memorized this week’s verse 

______ I brought my Bible to church 

______ I brought a friend 

 

 

you! 
 

*  

 I believe God cares about everything in my life.      

“And my God will meet all your needs according to the riches of his glory in Christ Jesus.” 

 

Read Exodus 15:22-17:7. 
 
1. Why were the Israelites com-
plaining? 

2. How did Moses respond to 
the people’s behavior?  

3. How did God provide for the 
Israelites?  

The Israelites kept complaining 
and grumbling! Why did God 
continue to provide for them? 
What did God want the Israel-
ites to learn about Him? 

Write a note to or draw a pic-

ture for someone you are thank-

ful for and tell them how God 

has used them in your life. 

Don’t forget to actually deliver 

it! 



Tom Bulick (M.A. in Educational 
Leadership, Eastern Michigan Uni-
versity, Th.M. in Old Testament, 
and Ph.D. in Bible Exposition, Dal-
las Theological Seminary). For 
more than forty years, Tom has 
served as pastor, faculty member, 
and administrator. Tom was Vice 
President for Student Life and 
Associate Professor of Religious 
Studies at Trinity Western Univer-
sity (Vancouver, B.C.) for 12 years 
before accepting the position of 
Spiritual Formation Pastor at Cen-
tral Bible Church in 1998. He and 
his wife Ruth have one son, Zach. 
 
Stephanie Thomas (B.B.A Univer-
sity of Texas at Arlington). Stepha-
nie is married to James and they 
have four children: Elijah, Levi, 
Ella and Simon. Stephanie has 
attended Central Bible Church for 
more than 20 years, has been on 
staff since 2014, and now serves as 
Children’s Minister. 

  

Authority of the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 
I believe the Bible is the Word of God and has 
the right to command my belief and action. 
Church (Ephesians 4:15-16) 
I believe the church is God's primary way to 
accomplish His purposes on earth today. 
Eternity (John 14:1-4) 
I believe there is a heaven and a hell and that 
Jesus Christ is returning to judge the earth and 
to establish His eternal kingdom. 
The Holy Spirit (Romans 8:9) 
I believe the Holy Spirit convicts, calls,  
converts and changes me as a child of God. 
Humanity (John 3:16) 
I believe all people are loved by God and need 
Jesus Christ as their Savior. 
Identity in Christ (John 1:12) 
I believe I am significant because of my 
position as a child of God. 
Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:1-4) 
I believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God who 
became man, died for sinners and rose from the 
dead. 
Life Purpose (Acts 20:24) 
I believe I am a steward of God’s resources and 
have been redeemed to participate in His King-
dom purposes for His glory. 
Personal God (Psalm 121:1-2) 
I believe God is involved in and cares about my 
daily life. 
Salvation by Grace (Ephesians 2:8-9) 
I believe a person comes into a right relation-
ship with God by His grace, through faith in 
Jesus Christ. 

  

 
  

Love (1 John 4:10-12) 
I sacrificially and unconditionally love and 
forgive others. 
Joy (John 15:11) 
I have inner contentment and purpose in spite 
of my circumstances. 
Peace (Philippians 4:6-7) 
I am free from anxiety because things are right 
between God, myself and others. 
Patience (Proverbs 14:29) 
I take a long time to overheat and endure pa-
tiently under the unavoidable pressures of life. 
Kindness/Goodness  
I choose to do the right things in my relation-
ships with others 

Faithfulness (Proverbs 3:3-4) 
I have established a good name with God and 
with others based on my long-term loyalty to 
those relationships. 
Gentleness (Philippians 4:5) 
I am thoughtful, considerate and calm in 
dealing with others. 
Self-Control (Titus 2:11-13) 
I have the power, through Christ, to control 
myself. 
Grace (Colossians 3:13) 
I demonstrate forgiveness, mercy and gener-
osity to others, even when they have offended 
me. 
Hope (1 Peter 1:3-5) 
I have a growing anticipation of God’s prom-
ises and my secure eternity with Him. 
Humility (Philippians 2:3-4) 
I choose to esteem others above myself. 

  

Bible Study (Hebrews 4:12) 
I study the Bible to know God, the truth, and 
to find direction for my daily life. 
Biblical Community (Acts 2:44-47) 
I fellowship with other Christians to accom-
plish God's purposes in my life, others' lives, 
and in the world. 
Compassion (Psalm 82:3-4) 
I seek to serve the last, the least and the lost 
in my community. 
Disciple-Making (2 Timothy 2:2) 
I multiply godly beliefs, virtues and practices 
in others to encourage their spiritual growth 
in Christ.  
Evangelism (Acts 1:8) 
I share Jesus with others through personal 
proclamation and demonstration of the   
gospel. 
Generosity (2 Corinthians 9:6-11) 
I gladly give my resources to fulfill God’s 
purposes.  
Prayer (Psalm 66:16-20) 
I pray to God to know Him, to lay my request 
before Him and to find direction for my daily 
life. 
Single-Mindedness (Matthew 6:33) 
I focus on God and His priorities for my life. 
Spiritual Gifts (Romans 12:4-6) 
I know and use my spiritual gifts to accom-
plish God's purposes. 
Worship (Psalm 95:1-7) 
I worship God for who He is and what He has 
done for me. 
 

The Scrolls Bible Study is a spiritual 
growth resource of Central Bible 

Church, Fort Worth, Texas. 
© 2022 Central Bible Church. 

Material researched, written and 
supervised by Dr. Tom Bulick. 

All Scripture referenced from the 
New International Version unless 
otherwise noted. This resource is 

freely distributed and may be 
copied without permission.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


