“A Stone-Cold Heart”
Exodus 6:28-7:24

I believe all people are
loved by God and need
Jesus Christ as their
Savior.
“For God so loved the world
that he gave his one and only
Son, that whoever believes in
him shall not perish but have
eternal life.”

Exodus 6:28-7:24
28 Now when the LORD spoke to Moses in Egypt, 29 he
said to him, “I am the LORD. Tell Pharaoh king of Egypt everything I tell you.”
30 But Moses said to the LORD, “Since I speak with faltering lips, why would Pharaoh listen to me?”
7:1 Then the LORD said to Moses, “See, I have made you
like God to Pharaoh, and your brother Aaron will be your
prophet. 2 You are to say everything I command you, and

your brother Aaron is to tell Pharaoh to let the Israelites go
out of his country. 3 But I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, and
though I multiply my signs and wonders in Egypt, 4 he will
not listen to you. Then I will lay my hand on Egypt and with
mighty acts of judgment I will bring out my divisions, my
people the Israelites. 5 And the Egyptians will know that I am

in my hand I will strike the water of the Nile, and it will be
changed into blood. 18 The fish in the Nile will die, and the
river will stink; the Egyptians will not be able to drink its
water.’”
19 The LORD said to Moses, “Tell Aaron, ‘Take your
staff and stretch out your hand over the waters of Egypt—
over the streams and canals, over the ponds and all the reservoirs—and they will turn to blood.’ Blood will be everywhere
in Egypt, even in vessels of wood and stone.”
20 Moses and Aaron did just as the LORD had commanded. He raised his staff in the presence of Pharaoh and his officials and struck the water of the Nile, and all the water was
changed into blood. 21 The fish in the Nile died, and the river
smelled so bad that the Egyptians could not drink its water.
Blood was everywhere in Egypt.

the LORD when I stretch out my hand against Egypt and
bring the Israelites out of it.”
6 Moses and Aaron did just as
the LORD commanded them. 7 Moses was eighty years
old and Aaron eighty-three when they spoke to Pharaoh
8 The LORD said to Moses and Aaron, 9 “When Pharaoh
says to you, ‘Perform a miracle,’ then say to Aaron, ‘Take
your staff and throw it down before Pharaoh,’ and it will become a snake.”

22 But the Egyptian magicians did the same things by
their secret arts, and Pharaoh’s heart became hard; he would
not listen to Moses and Aaron, just as the LORD had
said. 23 Instead, he turned and went into his palace, and did
not take even this to heart. 24 And all the Egyptians dug
along the Nile to get drinking water, because they could not

drink the water of the river.
After reading the text, practice your Observation skills
by noting the following:

•

In the margin next to vv. 28-30 write: “Cf. vv. 1012.”

Pharaoh and his officials, and it became a snake. 11 Pharaoh

•

Box “like” indicating comparison in 7:1.

then summoned wise men and sorcerers, and the Egyptian

•

Box “but” indicating contrast in vv. 3, 12, 16, 22.

•

Circle “harden” in v. 3.

•

Bracket “signs and wonders” in v. 3.

•

Circle “my hand” in vv. 4, 5.

•

Bracket “mighty acts of judgment” in v. 4.

unyielding; he refuses to let the people go. 15 Go to Pharaoh

•

Circle “snake” in vv. 9, 10, 12, 15.

in the morning as he goes out to the river. Confront him on

•

Circle “swallowed up” in v. 12.

changed into a snake. 16 Then say to him, ‘The LORD, the

•

Underline “became hard” in vv. 13, 22.

God of the Hebrews, has sent me to say to you: Let my people

•

Circle “blood” in vv. 17, 19, 20, 21.

•

Highlight v. 23.

10 So Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and did just as
the LORD commanded. Aaron threw his staff down in front of

magicians also did the same things by their secret
arts: 12 Each one threw down his staff and it became a snake.
But Aaron’s staff swallowed up their staffs. 13 Yet Pharaoh’s
heart became hard and he would not listen to them, just as

the LORD had said.
14 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Pharaoh’s heart is

the bank of the Nile, and take in your hand the staff that was

go, so that they may worship me in the wilderness. But until
now you have not listened. 17 This is what the LORD says: By
this you will know that I am the LORD: With the staff that is

1. Exodus 6:28-30 pick up the conversation between the LORD and Moses where it left off. Where did it leave off?

2. Summarize the sequence of future events outlined in 7:1-5.

3. Does God “harden” people’s hearts today? Explain what you think.

4. How do you explain the Egyptian sorcerers’ ability to turn their staffs into snakes?

5. Explain the point of the contrast in verse 12.

6. Does your reading of verses 17-21 lead you to believe that the first plague occurred immediately or over a short period
of time? Explain.

7. Why the Nile?

8. How do you explain the Egyptian sorcerers’ ability to turn water into blood?

9. What do you infer from verse 24?

10. Discussion: Talk about how this passage illustrates the grace of God and the human condition.

Don’t turn your back on God’s grace, for the riches of his kindness, tolerance,
and patience, are intended to lead you to repentance.

(Rewrite the Central Message above to personally apply to your own life)

The “Living Questions” are simple questions we may ask of any text in order to apply the Bible to our life. Answer the questions below as personally as you can.
1. What does this passage teach me about God?

2. What does this passage teach me about myself?

3. What does this passage lead me to do?

While God was setting up Moses to be his representative to Pharaoh, he spoke into him and his brother Aaron: “’See, I have made you like God to Pharaoh, and your brother Aaron will be your prophet.’” (Exodus 7:1)
God was giving the men, specifically Moses, the authority to speak for him and do as he commanded. When my
kids were in early elementary, I had a particular phrase on repeat: “I’m training you to obey me so that you
learn how to obey God.” In a sense, we are like Moses and Aaron. God has given us the authority and responsibility to parent our children and train them to be adults that follow hard after the Lord. What’s more, God has
allowed us to represent him, to image him fully and draw our kids closer to him. Our children should recognize
God’s gentle and patient authority as it is passed through us to them. They should understand that immediate
obedience shows respect and understanding while delayed obedience is really disobedience in disguise. Our
kids will begin to see that through loving discipline and guidance we have what’s best in mind for their overall
well-being, just as our Father in heaven has our best in mind as he leads us. How are you imaging God to your
kids? Do you practice purity in speech, heart and mind? Are you honorable, seeking to do what is right according to God? Would your children describe you using the fruit of the Spirit listed in Galatians 5:22-23? Pick one
area of growth and prayerfully ask God to help you as his image bearer.

Read Exodus 6:28-7:24.
1. What did Aaron’s staff become and why?
2. What did the water of the Nile
turn to?

Put yourself in Pharaoh’s shoes;
would you be afraid of the
snake? Why or why not?

Find soft and hard things
around the house such as a
stuffy and sandpaper. How are
these things different? How
would you describe Pharaoh’s
heart using these items?

3. Describe Pharaoh’s heart in
your own words.

I believe God loves everyone and we all need Jesus as our Savior.

“Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building
others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen.”
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______ I completed my Bible Study
______ I memorized this week’s verse
______ I brought my Bible to church
______ I brought a friend

Authority of the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16-17)
I believe the Bible is the Word of God and has
the right to command my belief and action.
Church (Ephesians 4:15-16)
I believe the church is God's primary way to
accomplish His purposes on earth today.
Eternity (John 14:1-4)
I believe there is a heaven and a hell and that
Jesus Christ is returning to judge the earth and
to establish His eternal kingdom.
The Holy Spirit (Romans 8:9)
I believe the Holy Spirit convicts, calls,
converts and changes me as a child of God.
Humanity (John 3:16)
I believe all people are loved by God and need
Jesus Christ as their Savior.
Identity in Christ (John 1:12)
I believe I am significant because of my
position as a child of God.
Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:1-4)
I believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God who
became man, died for sinners and rose from the
dead.
Life Purpose (Acts 20:24)
I believe I am a steward of God’s resources and
have been redeemed to participate in His Kingdom purposes for His glory.
Personal God (Psalm 121:1-2)
I believe God is involved in and cares about my
daily life.
Salvation by Grace (Ephesians 2:8-9)
I believe a person comes into a right relationship with God by His grace, through faith in
Jesus Christ.

Love (1 John 4:10-12)
I sacrificially and unconditionally love and
forgive others.
Joy (John 15:11)
I have inner contentment and purpose in spite
of my circumstances.
Peace (Philippians 4:6-7)
I am free from anxiety because things are right
between God, myself and others.
Patience (Proverbs 14:29)
I take a long time to overheat and endure patiently under the unavoidable pressures of life.
Kindness/Goodness
I choose to do the right things in my relationships with others

Faithfulness (Proverbs 3:3-4)
I have established a good name with God and
with others based on my long-term loyalty to
those relationships.
Gentleness (Philippians 4:5)
I am thoughtful, considerate and calm in
dealing with others.
Self-Control (Titus 2:11-13)
I have the power, through Christ, to control
myself.
Grace (Colossians 3:13)
I demonstrate forgiveness, mercy and generosity to others, even when they have offended
me.
Hope (1 Peter 1:3-5)
I have a growing anticipation of God’s promises and my secure eternity with Him.
Humility (Philippians 2:3-4)
I choose to esteem others above myself.

Bible Study (Hebrews 4:12)
I study the Bible to know God, the truth, and
to find direction for my daily life.
Biblical Community (Acts 2:44-47)
I fellowship with other Christians to accomplish God's purposes in my life, others' lives,
and in the world.
Compassion (Psalm 82:3-4)
I seek to serve the last, the least and the lost
in my community.
Disciple-Making (2 Timothy 2:2)
I multiply godly beliefs, virtues and practices
in others to encourage their spiritual growth
in Christ.
Evangelism (Acts 1:8)
I share Jesus with others through personal
proclamation and demonstration of the
gospel.
Generosity (2 Corinthians 9:6-11)
I gladly give my resources to fulfill God’s
purposes.
Prayer (Psalm 66:16-20)
I pray to God to know Him, to lay my request
before Him and to find direction for my daily
life.
Single-Mindedness (Matthew 6:33)
I focus on God and His priorities for my life.
Spiritual Gifts (Romans 12:4-6)
I know and use my spiritual gifts to accomplish God's purposes.
Worship (Psalm 95:1-7)
I worship God for who He is and what He has
done for me.
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