
God is involved in and cares about the 
daily lives of his people corporately in Egypt. 
This is most evident, broadly speaking, in 
the fact that he remembers the covenant he 
made with Abraham (Ge 15), and in the fact 
that his memory is piqued by the Israelites’ 
personal suffering. Exodus 2:23b-25 reads, 
“The Israelites groaned in their slavery and 
cried out, and their cry for help because of 
their slavery went up to God. God heard 
their groaning, and he remembered his cov-
enant with Abraham, with Isaac and with 
Jacob. So God looked on the Israelites and 
was concerned about them,” and 6:4-5 
reads, “I also established my covenant with 
them [i.e., Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob] to 
give them the land of Canaan, where they 
resided as foreigners. Moreover, I have 
heard the groaning of the Israelites, whom 
the Egyptians are enslaving, and I have re-
membered my covenant” (cf. 3:16-17; 6:6-8). 
Furthermore, God makes a “distinction” 
between his people and the Egyptians when 
he performs his mighty acts of judgment 
against Egypt (8:23; 9:4; 11:7), parts the Red 
Sea so that they can cross (14:13-31), meets 
their physical needs in the wilderness in 
spite of their grumbling (Ex 15:24-25; 16:1-
35), and forty years later parts the Jordan for 
them to enter Canaan (Jos 3:14-17).  

God is certainly involved in and cares 
about the daily life of Moses as an individu-
al. This is evident in his providential spar-
ing of baby Moses’ life, the infant’s return to 
his mother to nurture, and his adoption by 
an Egyptian princess to raise—all in prepa-
ration for him being used by God to deliver 
the Hebrews (Ex 2:1-10). Four decades later, 
his life is spared again when he flees to Mid-
ian from an enraged ruler (vv. 11-22), and 
four decades after that, God appears to him 
in a theophany to send him to Pharaoh to 

bring the Israelites out of Egypt (3:10). When 
he resists God’s call, God patiently works 
with him. The LORD addresses his excuses 
(3:11-4:12), repeatedly gives him the assur-
ance of his presence, both verbally and 
through miraculous signs (3:12; 4:1-9, 12, 15; 
7:8-13), and finally, agrees to send Aaron 
with him to be his prophet (4:14-16; 7:1). 

God’s care for his people individually ap-
pears dramatically as they prepare to leave 
the country. In Exodus 3:22, God tells Moses, 
“I will make the Egyptians favorably dis-
posed toward this people, so that when you 
leave you will not go empty-handed” and 
again in 11:3 the text says, “The LORD made 
the Egyptians favorably disposed toward the 
people.” Then, when the time is ripe, name-
ly, when the Egyptians are ready to do any-
thing to see the Israelites leave town (12:33)
—the Israelites do as Moses instructed and 
ask “the Egyptians for articles of silver and 
gold and for clothing” (v. 35; cf. 11:2). Acting 
under the influence of the LORD, not out of 
generosity, the Egyptians give them every-
thing they ask for (v. 36)—as predicted. The 
Israelites don’t escape from Egypt like dogs 
crawling through a hole in the back fence; 
they march out through the front door with 
their dignity intact and with Egypt’s bless-
ing. One commentator writes: “The theme of 
‘despoiling the Egyptians’ combines God’s 
grace to the Israelites with his judgments 
upon the Egyptians (cf. Exod. 3:18-20 and 
12:35-36). In other words, God’s ‘wonders’ in 
Egypt include both his awesome plagues of 
judgment upon the wicked nation and his 
freeing his innocent people from its tyranny 
(cf. 2 Chron. 20:25)” (Bruce K. Waltke, An 
Old Testament Theology, 380-81). 

 

“Get Out of Town” 
Exodus 12:31-42 

 
I believe God is involved 

in and cares about my 
daily life. 

 
“I lift up my eyes to the 

mountains—where does my 
help come from? My help 
comes from the LORD, the 

Maker of heaven and earth.” 



Read Exodus 12:31-42 

31 During the night Pharaoh summoned Moses and 

Aaron and said, “Up! Leave my people, you and the Israel-

ites! Go, worship the LORD as you have requested. 32 Take 

your flocks and herds, as you have said, and go. And also 

bless me.” 

33 The Egyptians urged the people to hurry and 

leave the country. “For otherwise,” they said, “we will all 

die!” 34 So the people took their dough before the yeast 

was added, and carried it on their shoulders in kneading 

troughs wrapped in clothing. 35 The Israelites did as Mo-

ses instructed and asked the Egyptians for articles of silver 

and gold and for clothing. 36 The LORD had made the 

Egyptians favorably disposed toward the people, and they 

gave them what they asked for; so they plundered the 

Egyptians. 

37 The Israelites journeyed from Rameses to Suk-

koth. There were about six hundred thousand men on foot, 

besides women and children. 38 Many other people went 

up with them, and also large droves of livestock, both 

flocks and herds. 39 With the dough the Israelites had 

brought from Egypt, they baked loaves of unleavened 

bread. The dough was without yeast because they had been 

driven out of Egypt and did not have time to prepare food 

for themselves. 

40 Now the length of time the Israelite people lived in 

Egypt was 430 years. 41 At the end of the 430 years, to the 

very day, all the LORD’s divisions left Egypt. 42 Because 

the LORD kept vigil that night to bring them out of Egypt, 

on this night all the Israelites are to keep vigil to honor 

the LORD for the generations to come. 

After reading the text, practice your Observation 
skills by noting the following: 

• Circle “bless me” in v. 32. 

• Circle “plundered” in v. 36. 

• Underline “Rameses to Sukkoth” in v. 37. 

• Bracket “six hundred thousand men” in v. 37. 

• Circle “other people” in v. 38. 

• Box “because” indicating reason in vv. 39, 42. 

• Circle 430 years in vv. 40, 41.  

What one word would you use to describe the TONE 

of this passage? (i.e., stern, joyful, cautious, etc.) 

 

 

 

What word or idea stands out to you in this passage? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Try to summarize the THEME of this passage in one 

word. If you were going to describe these verses, you 

might say, “This text is about ________________” 



1. Pharaoh summons Moses and Aaron before dawn on the night the LORD passes over Egypt? Why not wait till 
morning? 

 

 

2. Clearly, Pharaoh has a change of heart overnight. Describe it.   

 

 

 

3. Not only Pharaoh, but the Egyptians also wanted the Israelites to leave. Why?  

 

 

4. The Egyptians the Israelites what they ask for before leaving (v. 36). What did they ask for and why did the 
Egyptians give it to them? 

 

 

 

5. The Israelites “plundered” the Egyptians (v. 36). So “to the victor go the spoils”—right? Comment. 

 

 

 

6. About 600,000 men (cf. Nu 1:46), plus women and children, and many other people joined in the Exodus. 
How does total number of people implied strike you? 

 

 

 

7. To whom does “many other people” refer? 

 

 

 

8. They ate unleavened bread at their first stop, Sukkoth. Why? 

 

 

9. Explain the point of adding “to the very day” to the 430 year reference (Ge 12:41).  

 

 

10. Discussion: Talk about possible answers to the three living questions.   







           

Because the Lord has “kept vigil” to save us, we are to “keep vigil”  
to honor him for generations to come. 

 
 

 

(Rewrite the Central Message above to personally apply to your own life) 

The “Living Questions” are simple questions we may ask of any text in order to apply the Bible to our life. An-
swer the questions below as personally as you can.  

1. What does this passage teach me about God? 

 

 

 

 

2. What does this passage teach me about myself? 

 

 

 

 

3. What does this passage lead me to do? 
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______ I memorized this week’s verse 
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 I believe God cares about everything in my life.     

“But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” 

 

Read Exodus 12:31-42. 
 
1. What does the Bible say? Read 
Exodus 12:31-42. 

2. Why did Pharaoh tell the Isra-
elites to go? Read Exodus 12:29-
30. 

3. Who left Egypt and what did 
they take with them? 

Why is it important that the Is-
raelites left with Egyptian gold 
and silver? 

Play “Quick escape!” with your 
family this week. When some-
one yells, “Quick escape!” grab 
one thing and meet outside. 
Talk about why you chose what 
you brought.  
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Authority of the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 
I believe the Bible is the Word of God and has 
the right to command my belief and action. 
Church (Ephesians 4:15-16) 
I believe the church is God's primary way to 
accomplish His purposes on earth today. 
Eternity (John 14:1-4) 
I believe there is a heaven and a hell and that 
Jesus Christ is returning to judge the earth and 
to establish His eternal kingdom. 
The Holy Spirit (Romans 8:9) 
I believe the Holy Spirit convicts, calls,  
converts and changes me as a child of God. 
Humanity (John 3:16) 
I believe all people are loved by God and need 
Jesus Christ as their Savior. 
Identity in Christ (John 1:12) 
I believe I am significant because of my 
position as a child of God. 
Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:1-4) 
I believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God who 
became man, died for sinners and rose from the 
dead. 
Life Purpose (Acts 20:24) 
I believe I am a steward of God’s resources and 
have been redeemed to participate in His King-
dom purposes for His glory. 
Personal God (Psalm 121:1-2) 
I believe God is involved in and cares about my 
daily life. 
Salvation by Grace (Ephesians 2:8-9) 
I believe a person comes into a right relation-
ship with God by His grace, through faith in 
Jesus Christ. 

  

 
  

Love (1 John 4:10-12) 
I sacrificially and unconditionally love and 
forgive others. 
Joy (John 15:11) 
I have inner contentment and purpose in spite 
of my circumstances. 
Peace (Philippians 4:6-7) 
I am free from anxiety because things are right 
between God, myself and others. 
Patience (Proverbs 14:29) 
I take a long time to overheat and endure pa-
tiently under the unavoidable pressures of life. 
Kindness/Goodness  
I choose to do the right things in my relation-
ships with others 

Faithfulness (Proverbs 3:3-4) 
I have established a good name with God and 
with others based on my long-term loyalty to 
those relationships. 
Gentleness (Philippians 4:5) 
I am thoughtful, considerate and calm in 
dealing with others. 
Self-Control (Titus 2:11-13) 
I have the power, through Christ, to control 
myself. 
Grace (Colossians 3:13) 
I demonstrate forgiveness, mercy and gener-
osity to others, even when they have offended 
me. 
Hope (1 Peter 1:3-5) 
I have a growing anticipation of God’s prom-
ises and my secure eternity with Him. 
Humility (Philippians 2:3-4) 
I choose to esteem others above myself. 

  

Bible Study (Hebrews 4:12) 
I study the Bible to know God, the truth, and 
to find direction for my daily life. 
Biblical Community (Acts 2:44-47) 
I fellowship with other Christians to accom-
plish God's purposes in my life, others' lives, 
and in the world. 
Compassion (Psalm 82:3-4) 
I seek to serve the last, the least and the lost 
in my community. 
Disciple-Making (2 Timothy 2:2) 
I multiply godly beliefs, virtues and practices 
in others to encourage their spiritual growth 
in Christ.  
Evangelism (Acts 1:8) 
I share Jesus with others through personal 
proclamation and demonstration of the   
gospel. 
Generosity (2 Corinthians 9:6-11) 
I gladly give my resources to fulfill God’s 
purposes.  
Prayer (Psalm 66:16-20) 
I pray to God to know Him, to lay my request 
before Him and to find direction for my daily 
life. 
Single-Mindedness (Matthew 6:33) 
I focus on God and His priorities for my life. 
Spiritual Gifts (Romans 12:4-6) 
I know and use my spiritual gifts to accom-
plish God's purposes. 
Worship (Psalm 95:1-7) 
I worship God for who He is and what He has 
done for me. 
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