
 

“Past Forward” 
Exodus 13:1-16 

 
I have established a good 
name with God and with 
others based on my long-
term loyalty to those rela-

tionships. 
 

“Let love and faithful-
ness never leave you; bind 
them around your neck, 

write them on the tablet of 
your heart. Then you will 

win favor and a good name 
in the sight of God and 

man.” 



Read Exodus 13:1-16 

1 The LORD said to Moses, 2 “Consecrate to me every 

firstborn male. The first offspring of every womb among the 

Israelites belongs to me, whether human or animal.” 

3 Then Moses said to the people, “Commemorate this day, 

the day you came out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery, 

because the LORD brought you out of it with a mighty 

hand. Eat nothing containing yeast. 4 Today, in the month of 

Aviv, you are leaving. 5 When the LORD brings you into the 

land of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Hivites and Jebu-

sites—the land he swore to your ancestors to give you, a land 

flowing with milk and honey—you are to observe this cere-

mony in this month: 6 For seven days eat bread made without 

yeast and on the seventh day hold a festival to the LORD.     

7 Eat unleavened bread during those seven days; nothing 

with yeast in it is to be seen among you, nor shall any yeast 

be seen anywhere within your borders. 8 On that day tell 

your son, ‘I do this because of what the LORD did for me when 

I came out of Egypt.’ 9 This observance will be for you like a 

sign on your hand and a reminder on your forehead that this 

law of the LORD is to be on your lips. For the LORD brought 

you out of Egypt with his mighty hand. 10 You must keep 

this ordinance at the appointed time year after year. 

11 “After the LORD brings you into the land of the Ca-

naanites and gives it to you, as he promised on oath to you 

and your ancestors, 12 you are to give over to the LORD the 

first offspring of every womb. All the firstborn males of your 

livestock belong to the LORD. 13 Redeem with a lamb every 

firstborn donkey, but if you do not redeem it, break its 

neck. Redeem every firstborn among your sons. 

14 “In days to come, when your son asks you, ‘What does 

this mean?’ say to him, ‘With a mighty hand 

the LORD brought us out of Egypt, out of the land of slav-

ery. 15 When Pharaoh stubbornly refused to let us go, 

the LORD killed the firstborn of both people and animals in 

Egypt. This is why I sacrifice to the LORD the first male off-

spring of every womb and redeem each of my firstborn 

sons.’ 16 And it will be like a sign on your hand and a symbol 

on your forehead that the LORD brought us out of Egypt with 

his mighty hand.” 

 

After reading the text, practice your Observation skills 
by noting the following: 

• Circle “consecrate” in v. 2. 

• Circle “Aviv” in v. 4. 

• Underline “when” in v. 5, “after” in v. 11, and 
“days to come” in v. 14. 

• Bracket “hand” and “forehead” in vv. 9, 16. 

• Circle “give over” in v. 12. 

• Circle “first offspring” in v. 12. 

• Circle “redeem” in v. 13. 

• Circle “donkey” in v. 13. 

What one word would you use to describe the TONE of 

this passage? (i.e., stern, joyful, cautious, etc.) 

 

 

 

What word or idea stands out to you in this passage? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Try to summarize the THEME of this passage in one 

word. If you were going to describe these verses, you 

might say, “This text is about ________________” 



1. Put what “consecrate” means in your own words.  

 

 

2. Explain why the LORD could say, “The firstborn of every womb among the Israelites belongs to me, whether 
human or animal.”    

 

 

3. When and where did Moses deliver the instructions recorded in verses 3-16?   

 

 

 

4. Compare the instructions regarding the Feast of Unleavened Bread in verses 3-10 with those in verses 14-20. 
List any differences you consider significant.  

 

 

 

5. What do you think of wearing phylacteries? Explain why you would or wouldn’t wear them. 

 

 

 

6. Put what verse 12 means in your own words (cf. Nu 18:17).  

 

 

 

7. Name the redemption price for a donkey. 

 

 

8. Name the redemption price for a firstborn son. 

 

 

 

9. Summarize what the sons of future Israelites are to learn from the rituals described in 13:1-13. 

 

 

 

10. Discussion: Talk about Christian rituals and their catechetical (teaching) value.   







           

Since we are not our own because we have been redeemed by the death of Jesus,  
the lamb of God, we must dedicate ourselves to serving him.  

 

 

(Rewrite the Central Message above to personally apply to your own life) 

The “Living Questions” are simple questions we may ask of any text in order to apply the Bible to our life. An-
swer the questions below as personally as you can.  

1. What does this passage teach me about God? 

 

 

 

 

2. What does this passage teach me about myself? 

 

 

 

 

3. What does this passage lead me to do? 

 

 

 

 



   

Earn 1 KidPIX Token by completing the 
CENTRALKids Bible Study on this page 
and another token by memorizing and 
reciting the memory verse for this week. 
Questions: kids@wearecentral.org 

______ I completed my Bible Study 

______ I memorized this week’s verse 

______ I brought my Bible to church 

______ I brought a friend 

 

 In our text today God speaks of both commemoration and consecration. I couldn’t help but think of the par-
enting life in this way. As parents we live both in the past and future, remembering our baby’s darling chubby 
cheeks and milk coma while at the same time preparing them for adulthood and the great launch. We are both 
looking back at God’s faithfulness in gifting us our sweet babies (commemoration) while simultaneously setting 
up or preparing our children for holiness, to be used by God in the future (consecration). Deuteronomy 6:4-9 
flows from our text today as practical tips to both commemorate and consecrate. We must start with examining 
ourselves. Parents, do you love the Lord with all your heart, soul and strength? Can you remember what God 
has done for you, how He rescued you and brought you out of slavery to sin? Can you think of a time He pro-
tected, provided, or showed extreme patience? Honor the Lord by sharing these moments with your kids. Talk 
about God’s goodness when you sit and when you rise, when you’re at home or walking around town. Bring 
God into your daily life as you teach and train your kids to be holy, set apart for the Lord. Creatively consider 
ways to commemorate God’s faithfulness in your home as a visual reminder – set stones in the garden, decorate 
and write in a family journal, string colorful beads and hang them in a prominent place. Recording and remem-
bering what God has done in the past will help prepare your family for the future. We’re praying for you! 

 I am loyal to God and others, so they know they can count on me.      

“But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” 

 

Read Exodus 13:1-16. 
 
1. What does consecrate mean?  

2. What does commemorate 
mean? 

3. What ceremonies celebrate 
what God has done? 

What are some different ways 
we get ready for our day? How 
can we prepare ourselves to 
meet with God? 

Remember what God has done 
by making a family keepsake. 
Create a family journal, deco-
rate a shoebox or gather stones. 
Write down the ways God has 
been faithful to your family and 
put it in your keepsake.  
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Authority of the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 
I believe the Bible is the Word of God and has 
the right to command my belief and action. 
Church (Ephesians 4:15-16) 
I believe the church is God's primary way to 
accomplish His purposes on earth today. 
Eternity (John 14:1-4) 
I believe there is a heaven and a hell and that 
Jesus Christ is returning to judge the earth and 
to establish His eternal kingdom. 
The Holy Spirit (Romans 8:9) 
I believe the Holy Spirit convicts, calls,  
converts and changes me as a child of God. 
Humanity (John 3:16) 
I believe all people are loved by God and need 
Jesus Christ as their Savior. 
Identity in Christ (John 1:12) 
I believe I am significant because of my 
position as a child of God. 
Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:1-4) 
I believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God who 
became man, died for sinners and rose from the 
dead. 
Life Purpose (Acts 20:24) 
I believe I am a steward of God’s resources and 
have been redeemed to participate in His King-
dom purposes for His glory. 
Personal God (Psalm 121:1-2) 
I believe God is involved in and cares about my 
daily life. 
Salvation by Grace (Ephesians 2:8-9) 
I believe a person comes into a right relation-
ship with God by His grace, through faith in 
Jesus Christ. 

  

 
  

Love (1 John 4:10-12) 
I sacrificially and unconditionally love and 
forgive others. 
Joy (John 15:11) 
I have inner contentment and purpose in spite 
of my circumstances. 
Peace (Philippians 4:6-7) 
I am free from anxiety because things are right 
between God, myself and others. 
Patience (Proverbs 14:29) 
I take a long time to overheat and endure pa-
tiently under the unavoidable pressures of life. 
Kindness/Goodness  
I choose to do the right things in my relation-
ships with others 

Faithfulness (Proverbs 3:3-4) 
I have established a good name with God and 
with others based on my long-term loyalty to 
those relationships. 
Gentleness (Philippians 4:5) 
I am thoughtful, considerate and calm in 
dealing with others. 
Self-Control (Titus 2:11-13) 
I have the power, through Christ, to control 
myself. 
Grace (Colossians 3:13) 
I demonstrate forgiveness, mercy and gener-
osity to others, even when they have offended 
me. 
Hope (1 Peter 1:3-5) 
I have a growing anticipation of God’s prom-
ises and my secure eternity with Him. 
Humility (Philippians 2:3-4) 
I choose to esteem others above myself. 

  

Bible Study (Hebrews 4:12) 
I study the Bible to know God, the truth, and 
to find direction for my daily life. 
Biblical Community (Acts 2:44-47) 
I fellowship with other Christians to accom-
plish God's purposes in my life, others' lives, 
and in the world. 
Compassion (Psalm 82:3-4) 
I seek to serve the last, the least and the lost 
in my community. 
Disciple-Making (2 Timothy 2:2) 
I multiply godly beliefs, virtues and practices 
in others to encourage their spiritual growth 
in Christ.  
Evangelism (Acts 1:8) 
I share Jesus with others through personal 
proclamation and demonstration of the   
gospel. 
Generosity (2 Corinthians 9:6-11) 
I gladly give my resources to fulfill God’s 
purposes.  
Prayer (Psalm 66:16-20) 
I pray to God to know Him, to lay my request 
before Him and to find direction for my daily 
life. 
Single-Mindedness (Matthew 6:33) 
I focus on God and His priorities for my life. 
Spiritual Gifts (Romans 12:4-6) 
I know and use my spiritual gifts to accom-
plish God's purposes. 
Worship (Psalm 95:1-7) 
I worship God for who He is and what He has 
done for me. 
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