“You Were Born for This”
Exodus 2:11-25

I believe I am a steward of
God’s resources and have
been redeemed to participate in his kingdom purposes for his glory.
“However, I consider my life
worth nothing to me; my
only aim is to finish the race
and complete the task the
Lord Jesus has given me—the
task of testifying to the good
news of God’s grace.”

Exodus 2:11-25
11 One day, after Moses had grown up, he went out to

After reading the text, practice your Observation skills
by noting the following:

where his own people were and watched them at their hard

•

Underline “after Moses had grown up” in v. 11.

labor. He saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of his own

•

Enclose “his own people” (2x) in parentheses in
v. 11.

killed the Egyptian and hid him in the sand. 13 The next day

•

Highlight the rhetorical questions in v. 14.

he went out and saw two Hebrews fighting. He asked the one

•

Box “then” indicating result in v. 14.

in the wrong, “Why are you hitting your fellow Hebrew?”

•

Circle “Pharaoh” (2x) in v. 15.

•

Circle “Midian” in v. 15.

tian?” Then Moses was afraid and thought, “What I did

•

Circle “rescue/d” in vv. 17, 19.

must have become known.”

•

Circle “Reuel” in v. 18.

•

Circle “Egyptian” in v. 19.

•

Underline “during that long period” in v. 23.

•

Circle “king of Egypt” in v. 23.

to water their father’s flock. 17 Some shepherds came along

•

Circle “covenant” in v. 24.

and drove them away, but Moses got up and came to their

•

Box “so” indicating result in v. 25.

rescue and watered their flock.

What one word would you use to describe the TONE of
this passage? (i.e., stern, joyful, cautious, etc.)

people. 12 Looking this way and that and seeing no one, he

14 The man said, “Who made you ruler and judge over
us? Are you thinking of killing me as you killed the Egyp-

15 When Pharaoh heard of this, he tried to kill Moses, but
Moses fled from Pharaoh and went to live in Midian, where
he sat down by a well. 16 Now a priest of Midian had seven
daughters, and they came to draw water and fill the troughs

18 When the girls returned to Reuel their father, he asked
them, “Why have you returned so early today?”
19 They answered, “An Egyptian rescued us from the
shepherds. He even drew water for us and watered the flock.”

What word or idea stands out to you in this passage?

20 “And where is he?” Reuel asked his daughters. “Why
did you leave him? Invite him to have something to eat.”
21 Moses agreed to stay with the man, who gave his

?

daughter Zipporah to Moses in marriage. 22 Zipporah gave
birth to a son, and Moses named him Gershom, saying, “I
have become a foreigner in a foreign land.”
23 During that long period, the king of Egypt died. The
Israelites groaned in their slavery and cried out, and their cry
for help because of their slavery went up to God. 24 God
heard their groaning and he remembered his covenant with
Abraham, with Isaac and with Jacob. 25 So God looked on the
Israelites and was concerned about them.

Try to summarize the THEME of this passage in one
word. If you were going to describe these verses, you
might say, “This text is about ________________.”

1. The narrative in Exodus 2:11-25 covers an extended period of time (see v. 11; cf. v. 23). About how long?

2. The phrase “his own people” occurs twice in verse 11. Why would the author repeat what readers already
know?

3. Explain the connotation of the word “watched” in verse 11 (see note).

4. Moses’ two initial efforts to rescue fellow Hebrews ended poorly. Explain.

5. Comment on the morality of Moses’ first effort.

6. In response to Moses’ second effort, the man “in the wrong” asks two rhetorical questions (v. 14). Put the point
of each in your own words.

7. What motivated Pharaoh to try to kill Moses—justice or vengeance? What do you think?

8. How do you think Moses’ forty years in Midian prepared him for his life purpose?

9. What is going on in Egypt, “back at the ranch” so to speak, while Moses is in Midian?

10. Discussion: Talk about what caused God to look on the Israelites and be concerned about them.

Exodus 2:11-25 picks up the story of Moses forty
years after his birth and adoption by Pharaoh’s
daughter in 2:1-10 and closes forty years later after
his exile in Midian. One commentator writes: “The
biblical narrative moves quickly from the story of
Moses’ birth to a series of pivotal events that bring
him to his initial meeting with Yahweh on Mount
Horeb in 3:1ff. (the name ‘Sinai’ is not used until
16:1). In the space of these few verses, Israel’s deliverer goes from privileged status in Pharaoh’s house,
to fugitive, to virtual exile in a foreign land” (Peter
Enns, The NIV Application Commentary: Exodus, 78).
Chronological notations open and close the passage. The events recorded occur “after Moses had
grown up” (v. 11) and end after “the king of Egypt
died” (v. 23). The Pharaoh who “tried to kill Moses” (v. 15) after Moses’ two failed attempts to rescue
fellow Hebrews was likely probably Thutmose III,
who became king in 1504 B.C. only to lose the throne
to Queen Hatshepsut who took control after he had
reigned just one year; then later he regained it
around the time the queen died in 1482 B.C. If Moses
was born in 1526 B.C., Stephen’s statement in Acts
7:23 that Moses was 40 when he killed the Egyptian
makes sense and would mean that Moses fled to
Midian where he remained in exile 40 years and did
not return to Egypt until after Thutmose III died in
1450 B.C.
Sandwiched between the chronological notations
are accounts of Moses’ mid-life crisis, involving his
premature attempts to rescue fellow Hebrews (vv. 11
-14) and his escape from Pharaoh and subsequent
exile in Midian (vv. 15-22). Stephen provides an exposition of the first account in Acts 7:23-28. “When
Moses was forty years old, he decided to visit his
own people, the Israelites. He saw one of them being
mistreated by an Egyptian, so he went to his defense
and avenged him by killing the Egyptian. Moses
thought that his own people would realize that God
was using him to rescue them, but they did not. The
next day Moses came upon two Israelites who were
fighting. He tried to reconcile them by saying, ‘Men,
you are brothers; why do you want to hurt each other?’ But the man who was mistreating the other
pushed Moses aside and said, ‘Who made you ruler
and judge over us? Are you thinking of killing me as
you killed the Egyptian yesterday?’” Hearing that,
Moses suspected that word of the killing had spread.
The narrative suggests that Moses identified with
“his own people,” the Hebrews, at this time and de-

cided he would no longer be known as “the son of
Pharaoh’s daughter” (Heb 11:24). However, truth be
known, Moses wasn’t ready to deliver his people. He
couldn’t rescue them on his own, and his rash act
made it impossible for God to send him to Pharaoh
at that time to demand that he let the people go. Given the circumstances, Moses hightailed it to Midian
and settled down there. What else could he do?
Once Moses arrived in Midian, he rescued seven
sisters, who were trying to water their flocks, from
some abusive shepherds, who jumped the queue and
scattered the girls’ sheep. Not only did Moses protect
the women, but he also gathered and watered their
sheep, foreshadowing what he would do for the Israelites in the future. According to one commentator,
the daughters “are depicted as being so excited by
the gallant behavior of Moses at the well that they
quite forget their manners and rush home to tell of
their adventure without an appropriate response to
their champion” (John I. Durham, Word Biblical Commentary, vol. 3, Exodus, 23)—namely, without inviting Moses for dinner. When they do, one thing leads
to another, and Moses winds up staying with Reuel,
the girls’ father. He marries one of them, Zipporah,
who bears him a son, Gershom, whose name reflects
Moses’ status in exile.
The death of Pharaoh (v. 23) opened the door for
Moses to return to Egypt, which he would do following God’s call “to bring my people the Israelites out
of Egypt” (3:10). Things had not improved for the
Israelites during the forty years Moses was in Midian. They had gone from bad to worse, so in desperation, they cried out to God for help, and God heard
their cry because he remembered the promise he had
made to the patriarchs, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.
The upper story of this narrative is about God’s
preparation of Moses to deliver the Israelites from
Egyptian slavery as he promised.
The lower story is about Moses’ decision to identify with his fellow Hebrews and his premature attempts to deliver them on his own apart from God’s
presence and power.
It would take forty years in the wilderness of
Midian, shepherding Reuel’s sheep, for Moses to
learn to shepherd God’s sheep, the Israelites, for forty years in the wilderness of Sinai.

v. 11 after Moses had grown up According to Acts
7:23, Moses was 40 years old at the time. According to
other passages, he was 80 when he confronted Pharaoh
(Ex 7:7; cf. Ac 7:30) and 120 when he died (Dt 34:7).
“Just how much time elapses between verses 10 and 11
is not specified by the text, although Stephen speaks of
Moses as being forty years old at the time (Acts 7:23; see
also Exodus Rabbah 1.27). The number forty may have
been deduced in antiquity by the fact that Moses was
eighty years old when he confronted Pharaoh (Ex 7:7)
and 120 years old when he died (Deut. 34:7); it seems
that main epochs of his life were divided into thirds“
(Peter Enns, The NIV Application Commentary: Exodus,
78).
v. 11 his own people
Lit., “his brothers;” cf. “fellow Hebrews” (NASB). “This term does not
require them to be literal siblings, or even close family
members. It simply refers to fellow Hebrews, people
with whom Moses has begun to feel close ties of kinship. They are ‘brothers’ in a broad sense, ultimately
fellow members of the covenant community” (The NET
Bible, 39tn on Ex 2:11). “If Moses is unaware of his Israelite birth, he would have seen himself as a compassionate Egyptian whose conscience is finally stricken to the
point where action is demanded. It is the opinion of the
vast majority of commentators, not to mention the New
Testament (Heb. 11:24-25), that Moses is aware at least
by this time of his true pedigree” (Enns, 78; cf. John I.
Durham, Word Biblical Commentary, vol. 3, Exodus, 19).
v. 11 watched
“This phrase [i.e.,
and looked on their burdens] means more than ‘to see’.
It means ‘to see with emotion’, either satisfaction (Gn.
9:16) or, as here, with distress (Gn. 21:16). Moses is one
who shares God’s heart. God too has seen what the
Egyptians are doing to the Israelites, and He will come
to deliver (Ex. 3:7, 8). It was not Moses’ impulse to save
Israel that was wrong, but the action that he took” (R.
Alan Cole, Exodus, TOTC, 59).
v. 15 Pharaoh
“The Pharaoh
referred to here was probably ‘Thutmose III’ (v. 15; 1504
-1450 B.C.), whose reign included a period of 21 years as
co-regent with Hatshepsut. Pharaoh probably ‘tried to
kill Moses’ by having him brought to justice through
normal legal channels” (Thomas L. Constable, “Notes on
Exodus,” 2021 ed., 29, italics added, planobiblechapel.org/tcon/notes/pdf/exodus.pdf). More likely, Pharaoh tried to kill Moses because Moses’ act marked the
turning point in his allegiance from the Egyptians to the
Hebrews (cf. Heb 11:24-27).
v. 15 Midian
“Moses fled eastward and lived among the nomadic Midianites. The

founder of these people was Midian, a son of Keturah,
wife of Abraham, who sent them ‘to the land of the
east’ (Gen. 25:1-6). The Midianites lived in southeastern
Sinai and northwestern Arabia on both sides of the Gulf
of Aqaba. This desert land differed greatly from Goshen
in Egypt” (John D. Hannah, “Exodus,” in The Bible
Knowledge Commentary: Old Testament, 110).
v. 17 rescue
“Moses’ benevolent act, protecting the daughters while they were securing water, was the third incident in which he sought to
deliver others from harm (cf. 2:12-13). These incidents
anticipated his future role as his nation’s deliverer” (Hannah, 111).
v. 19 Reuel
As ‘the priest of
Midian’ (v. 16), Reuel (‘Friend of God,’ v. 18) was the
spiritual head of his branch of the Midianites. Moses'
father-in-law had at least two names: ‘Reuel’ (or
‘Raguel,’ 2:18; Num. 10:29) and ‘Jethro’ (or ‘Jether,’ 3:1;
4:18; 18:1, 2, 5, 6, 9, 10, 12). ‘Jethro’ (lit. ‘excellence’) may
have been his title and ‘Reuel’ (lit. ‘friend of God’) his
given name. He appears to have been a ‘worshipper of
the true God,’ like Melchizedek (cf. 18:12-23; Gen. 14:1820). At this time, however, he may simply have been a
God-fearing Semite” (Constable, 30).

v. 23 king of Egypt
“Most of Moses’
forty-year period in the desert had elapsed when finally
the great Thutmose III died (Ex. 2:23-25). By this time the
mighty king had ruled thirty-two years since his return
to full control. These had been years of great accomplishment. He excelled as a statesman and administrator, and was one of the accomplished horsemen, archers,
and all-around athletes of his day. He was a patron of
the arts. But it was as a military strategist that he distinguished himself. Immediately upon Hatshepsut’s death,
he was faced with a major revolt by northern Palestine
and Syria. This he put down decisively with a brilliant
victory at Megiddo. In later campaigns he pushed
Egypt’s northern border once more beyond the Euphrates, even farther than his grandfather had. Then two
quick campaigns south along the Nile fixed this boundary as far as Napata below the Fourth Cataract. Egypt’s
borders were now brought to their maximum limits, a
true empire. Gold, silver and valuable merchandise of
all kinds poured into the land, both in the form of seized
booty and products of trade. Egypt flourished as seldom
in her history. But finally the great ruler died, and Moses was able to return to Egypt” (Leon Wood, A Survey
of Israel’s History, 121; see also 116-21).

Rather than act rashly on your own, ask for God’s guidance and strength
as you pursue the purpose he has for you.

(Rewrite the Central Message above to personally apply to your own life)

The “Living Questions” are simple questions we may ask of any text in order to apply the Bible to our life. Answer the questions below as personally as you can.
1. What does this passage teach me about God?

2. What does this passage teach me about myself?

3. What does this passage lead me to do?

.

Read Exodus 2:11-25.
1. Why did Moses flee to Midian?
2. When Moses sat at the well in
Midian, what did he do that was
kind?

Read verse 24. Does this mean
that God can forget things?

Lead your family through the
kids scrolls this week. Did they
listen to you? Was it hard to
lead others even though they’re
older/younger than you? What
problems do you think Moses
faced?

3. What was happening to the
Israelites while Moses was

I believe God wants me to glorify Him in all I say and do.

“Since you are my rock and my fortress, for the sake of your name lead and guide me.”

Earn 1 KidPIX Token by completing the
CENTRALKids Bible Study on this page
and another token by memorizing and
reciting the memory verse for this week.
Questions: kids@wearecentral.org

______ I completed my Bible Study
______ I memorized this week’s verse
______ I brought my Bible to church
______ I brought a friend

Authority of the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16-17)
I believe the Bible is the Word of God and has
the right to command my belief and action.
Church (Ephesians 4:15-16)
I believe the church is God's primary way to
accomplish His purposes on earth today.
Eternity (John 14:1-4)
I believe there is a heaven and a hell and that
Jesus Christ is returning to judge the earth and
to establish His eternal kingdom.
The Holy Spirit (Romans 8:9)
I believe the Holy Spirit convicts, calls,
converts and changes me as a child of God.
Humanity (John 3:16)
I believe all people are loved by God and need
Jesus Christ as their Savior.
Identity in Christ (John 1:12)
I believe I am significant because of my
position as a child of God.
Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:1-4)
I believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God who
became man, died for sinners and rose from the
dead.
Life Purpose (Acts 20:24)
I believe I am a steward of God’s resources and
have been redeemed to participate in His Kingdom purposes for His glory.
Personal God (Psalm 121:1-2)
I believe God is involved in and cares about my
daily life.
Salvation by Grace (Ephesians 2:8-9)
I believe a person comes into a right relationship with God by His grace, through faith in
Jesus Christ.

Love (1 John 4:10-12)
I sacrificially and unconditionally love and
forgive others.
Joy (John 15:11)
I have inner contentment and purpose in spite
of my circumstances.
Peace (Philippians 4:6-7)
I am free from anxiety because things are right
between God, myself and others.
Patience (Proverbs 14:29)
I take a long time to overheat and endure patiently under the unavoidable pressures of life.
Kindness/Goodness
I choose to do the right things in my relationships with others

Faithfulness (Proverbs 3:3-4)
I have established a good name with God and
with others based on my long-term loyalty to
those relationships.
Gentleness (Philippians 4:5)
I am thoughtful, considerate and calm in
dealing with others.
Self-Control (Titus 2:11-13)
I have the power, through Christ, to control
myself.
Grace (Colossians 3:13)
I demonstrate forgiveness, mercy and generosity to others, even when they have offended
me.
Hope (1 Peter 1:3-5)
I have a growing anticipation of God’s promises and my secure eternity with Him.
Humility (Philippians 2:3-4)
I choose to esteem others above myself.

Bible Study (Hebrews 4:12)
I study the Bible to know God, the truth, and
to find direction for my daily life.
Biblical Community (Acts 2:44-47)
I fellowship with other Christians to accomplish God's purposes in my life, others' lives,
and in the world.
Compassion (Psalm 82:3-4)
I seek to serve the last, the least and the lost
in my community.
Disciple-Making (2 Timothy 2:2)
I multiply godly beliefs, virtues and practices
in others to encourage their spiritual growth
in Christ.
Evangelism (Acts 1:8)
I share Jesus with others through personal
proclamation and demonstration of the
gospel.
Generosity (2 Corinthians 9:6-11)
I gladly give my resources to fulfill God’s
purposes.
Prayer (Psalm 66:16-20)
I pray to God to know Him, to lay my request
before Him and to find direction for my daily
life.
Single-Mindedness (Matthew 6:33)
I focus on God and His priorities for my life.
Spiritual Gifts (Romans 12:4-6)
I know and use my spiritual gifts to accomplish God's purposes.
Worship (Psalm 95:1-7)
I worship God for who He is and what He has
done for me.
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