“God Calling”
Exodus 3:1-22

I believe I am a steward of
God’s resources and have
been redeemed to participate in his kingdom purposes for his glory.
“However, I consider my life
worth nothing to me; my
only aim is to finish the race
and complete the task the
Lord Jesus has given me—the
task of testifying to the good
news of God’s grace.”

Exodus 3:1-22
1 Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-inlaw, the priest of Midian, and he led the flock to the far side of
the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2
There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in flames of fire
from within a bush. Moses saw that though the bush was on
fire it did not burn up. 3 So Moses thought, “I will go over
and see this strange sight—why the bush does not burn up.”
4 When the Lord saw that he had gone over to look, God
called to him from within the bush, “Moses! Moses!”
And Moses said, “Here I am.”
5 “Do not come any closer,” God said. “Take off your
sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy ground.”
6 Then he said, “I am the God of your father, the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.” At this,
Moses hid his face, because he was afraid to look at God.
7 The Lord said, “I have indeed seen the misery of my
people in Egypt. I have heard them crying out because of their
slave drivers, and I am concerned about their suffering. 8 So I
have come down to rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land into a good and
spacious land, a land flowing with milk and honey—the home
of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and
Jebusites. 9 And now the cry of the Israelites has reached me,
and I have seen the way the Egyptians are oppressing them.
10 So now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt.”
11 But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to
Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?”
12 And God said, “I will be with you. And this will be the
sign to you that it is I who have sent you: When you have
brought the people out of Egypt, you will worship God on this
mountain.”
13 Moses said to God, “Suppose I go to the Israelites and
say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and
they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ Then what shall I tell
them?”
14 God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM. This is what you
are to say to the Israelites: ‘I AM has sent me to you.’”
15 God also said to Moses, “Say to the Israelites, ‘The
Lord, the God of your fathers—the God of Abraham, the God
of Isaac and the God of Jacob—has sent me to you.’
“This is my name forever,
the name you shall call me
from generation to generation.
16 “Go, assemble the elders of Israel and say to them, ‘The
Lord, the God of your fathers—the God of Abraham, Isaac
and Jacob—appeared to me and said: I have watched over you
and have seen what has been done to you in Egypt. 17 And I

have promised to bring you up out of your misery in

Egypt into the land of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites,
Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites—a land flowing with milk
and honey.’
18 “The elders of Israel will listen to you. Then you and
the elders are to go to the king of Egypt and say to him, ‘The
Lord, the God of the Hebrews, has met with us. Let us take a
three-day journey into the wilderness to offer sacrifices to the
Lord our God.’ 19 But I know that the king of Egypt will not
let you go unless a mighty hand compels him. 20 So I will
stretch out my hand and strike the Egyptians with all the
wonders that I will perform among them. After that, he will
let you go.
21 “And I will make the Egyptians favorably disposed
toward this people, so that when you leave you will not go
empty-handed. 22 Every woman is to ask her neighbor and
any woman living in her house for articles of silver and gold
and for clothing, which you will put on your sons and daughters. And so you will plunder the Egyptians.”
After reading the text, practice your Observation skills
by noting the following:

•

Circle “Horeb” in v. 1.

•

Bracket “angel of the LORD” in v. 2.

•

Circle “bush” (2x) in v. 2.

•

Circle “holy ground” in v. 5.

•

Underline “come down” and “bring them up” in v.
8.

•

Bracket “a land flowing with milk and honey” in v.
8.

•

Circle “Pharaoh” in v. 10.

•

Highlight Moses’ questions in vv. 11-13.

•

Double underline God’s name in v. 14.

•

Circle “three-day journey” in v. 18.

•

Circle “plunder” in v. 22.

What one word would you use to describe the TONE of
this passage? (i.e., stern, joyful, cautious, etc.)

What word or idea stands out to you in this passage?

Try to summarize the THEME of this passage in one
word. If you were going to describe these verses, you
might say, “This text is about ________________.”

1. Moses, the Hebrew turned Egyptian turned exile, had turned shepherd by the time of this episode. The one
who would deliver the Israelites was biding his time tending sheep. What a waste, don’t you think?

2. Why is Moses attracted to the burning bush? And why is that?

3. After reading verse 2 and verse 4 closely, identify the angel of the LORD.

4. God identified himself as “the God of your father” and “the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of
Jacob” (v. 5). Why would God refer to himself in this way?

5. God used the words “my people” to refer to the Israelites (vv. 7, 10). What made them his people?

6. Contrast the land the Israelites were in with the one to which they were headed.

7. Rather than jump at the chance to deliver God’s people, Moses resisted God’s call. Put the point of Moses’
first question (v. 11) and how God addressed it in your own words.

8. He asks a second question. Do you think his question is legitimate or is he just stalling? Explain.

9. Moses is to tell the Israelites, “I AM has sent me to you.” What are they to infer about God from that name?

10. Discussion: God tells Moses what to do and what will happen when he does in verses 16-22. Talk about both.

Accept God’s call and pursue it enthusiastically, knowing he will be
with you to accomplish his purposes through you.

(Rewrite the Central Message above to personally apply to your own life)

The “Living Questions” are simple questions we may ask of any text in order to apply the Bible to our life. Answer the questions below as personally as you can.
1. What does this passage teach me about God?

2. What does this passage teach me about myself?

3. What does this passage lead me to do?

Names define a child and are so important. I love hearing stories about how parents select their child’s name.
Some parents choose old school names to honor relatives. I’ve heard of parents who fell in love with a name
from a movie, TV show, or book. (I can always tell which parents watch Star Trek.) Some names are given because they just fit; you know when you know. My husband and I very specifically chose biblical names from
some of our favorite Bible heroes; there’s a lot of “prophets and apostles” in our house. At the burning bush God
told Moses his name was I AM WHO I AM, or Yahweh, which means he is the Eternal One as well as Israel’s
Redeemer. Though this is the most familiar and significant name for God, it barely scratches the surface of all
that he encompasses. There are many facets of God—Creator (Elohim), Provider (Jehovah Jirah), God of Peace
(Jehovah Shalom), Lord (Adonai), and Healer (Jehovah Rapha) to mention just a few. As parents we can disciple
our children by introducing these names of God to help them understand his infinite and awe-inspiring character. If you don’t know where to start, pick up a Discipleship Challenge from your child’s area coordinator. This
supplemental tool is published with each series and is a great way to spend time in the Word with your child. In
this series, we are focusing on a few names of God. What better way to step into an abiding relationship and
highlight his character as you marvel at God with your child?

Read Exodus 3:1-22.
1. How did God appear to Moses?
2. What did God tell Moses to do
in verses 10 and 18?

Why do you think God told Moses to take his shoes off?

Discover what your first, middle and last names mean. Why
did your parents pick those
names for you? Why is Yahweh
an important name of God?

3. When Moses asked, “Who am
I?” in verse 11, how did God
respond?

I believe God wants me to glorify Him in all I say and do.

“I lift my eyes to the mountains – where does my help come from? My help comes
from the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth.”
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______ I completed my Bible Study
______ I memorized this week’s verse
______ I brought my Bible to church
______ I brought a friend

Authority of the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16-17)
I believe the Bible is the Word of God and has
the right to command my belief and action.
Church (Ephesians 4:15-16)
I believe the church is God's primary way to
accomplish His purposes on earth today.
Eternity (John 14:1-4)
I believe there is a heaven and a hell and that
Jesus Christ is returning to judge the earth and
to establish His eternal kingdom.
The Holy Spirit (Romans 8:9)
I believe the Holy Spirit convicts, calls,
converts and changes me as a child of God.
Humanity (John 3:16)
I believe all people are loved by God and need
Jesus Christ as their Savior.
Identity in Christ (John 1:12)
I believe I am significant because of my
position as a child of God.
Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:1-4)
I believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God who
became man, died for sinners and rose from the
dead.
Life Purpose (Acts 20:24)
I believe I am a steward of God’s resources and
have been redeemed to participate in His Kingdom purposes for His glory.
Personal God (Psalm 121:1-2)
I believe God is involved in and cares about my
daily life.
Salvation by Grace (Ephesians 2:8-9)
I believe a person comes into a right relationship with God by His grace, through faith in
Jesus Christ.

Love (1 John 4:10-12)
I sacrificially and unconditionally love and
forgive others.
Joy (John 15:11)
I have inner contentment and purpose in spite
of my circumstances.
Peace (Philippians 4:6-7)
I am free from anxiety because things are right
between God, myself and others.
Patience (Proverbs 14:29)
I take a long time to overheat and endure patiently under the unavoidable pressures of life.
Kindness/Goodness
I choose to do the right things in my relationships with others

Faithfulness (Proverbs 3:3-4)
I have established a good name with God and
with others based on my long-term loyalty to
those relationships.
Gentleness (Philippians 4:5)
I am thoughtful, considerate and calm in
dealing with others.
Self-Control (Titus 2:11-13)
I have the power, through Christ, to control
myself.
Grace (Colossians 3:13)
I demonstrate forgiveness, mercy and generosity to others, even when they have offended
me.
Hope (1 Peter 1:3-5)
I have a growing anticipation of God’s promises and my secure eternity with Him.
Humility (Philippians 2:3-4)
I choose to esteem others above myself.

Bible Study (Hebrews 4:12)
I study the Bible to know God, the truth, and
to find direction for my daily life.
Biblical Community (Acts 2:44-47)
I fellowship with other Christians to accomplish God's purposes in my life, others' lives,
and in the world.
Compassion (Psalm 82:3-4)
I seek to serve the last, the least and the lost
in my community.
Disciple-Making (2 Timothy 2:2)
I multiply godly beliefs, virtues and practices
in others to encourage their spiritual growth
in Christ.
Evangelism (Acts 1:8)
I share Jesus with others through personal
proclamation and demonstration of the
gospel.
Generosity (2 Corinthians 9:6-11)
I gladly give my resources to fulfill God’s
purposes.
Prayer (Psalm 66:16-20)
I pray to God to know Him, to lay my request
before Him and to find direction for my daily
life.
Single-Mindedness (Matthew 6:33)
I focus on God and His priorities for my life.
Spiritual Gifts (Romans 12:4-6)
I know and use my spiritual gifts to accomplish God's purposes.
Worship (Psalm 95:1-7)
I worship God for who He is and what He has
done for me.
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