
 

“Finish Strong” 
2 Timothy 4:9-22 

  

I believe God is involved 
in and cares about my 

daily life. 
 

“I lift up my eyes to the 
mountains—where does my 

help come from? My help 
comes from the Lord, the 

Maker of heaven and earth.” 



2 Timothy 4:9-22 

9 Do your best to come to me quickly, 10 for De-

mas, because he loved this world, has deserted me and has 

gone to Thessalonica. Crescens has gone to Galatia, and Ti-

tus to Dalmatia. 11 Only Luke is with me. Get Mark and 

bring him with you, because he is helpful to me in my minis-

try. 12 I sent Tychicus to Ephesus. 13 When you come, bring 

the cloak that I left with Carpus at Troas, and my scrolls, 

especially the parchments.  

14 Alexander the metalworker did me a great deal of 

harm. The Lord will repay him for what he has done. 15 You 

too should be on your guard against him, because he strongly 

opposed our message.  

16 At my first defense, no one came to my support, but 

everyone deserted me. May it not be held against 

them. 17 But the Lord stood at my side and gave me 

strength, so that through me the message might be fully pro-

claimed, and all the Gentiles might hear it. And I was deliv-

ered from the lion's mouth. 18 The Lord will rescue me from 

every evil attack and will bring me safely to his heavenly 

kingdom. To him be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

19 Greet Priscilla and Aquila and the household of 

Onesiphorus. 20 Erastus stayed in Corinth, and I left Trophi-

mus sick in Miletus. 21 Do your best to get here before win-

ter. Eubulus greets you, and so do Pudens, Linus, Claudia 

and all the brothers. 22 The Lord be with your spirit. Grace be 

with you. 

 

After reading the text, practice your Observation skills 
by noting the following: 

• Number the named individuals in vv. 9-22. 

• Bracket v. 9 and v. 21a. 

• Box “for” indicating reason in v. 10. 

• Circle “deserted” in v. 10. 

• Box “because” indicating reason in vv. 11, 15. 

• Circle “sent” in v. 12. 

• Underline “cloak,” “scrolls,” and “parchments” in 
v. 13. 

• Bracket “will repay” in v. 14. 

• Circle “first defense” in v. 16. 

• Box “but” indicating contrast in vv. 16, 17. 

• Box “so that” indicating purpose in v. 17. 

• Circle “lion’s mouth” in v. 17. 

• Circle “heavenly kingdom” in v. 18. 

• Highlight v. 18b. 

• Highlight v. 22. 

 

What one word would you use to describe the TONE of 

this passage? (i.e., stern, joyful, cautious, etc.) 

 

 

What word or idea stands out to you in this passage? 

 

 

?  

 

 

Try to summarize the THEME of this passage in one 

word. If you were going to describe these verses, you 

might say, “This text is about ________________.” 



1. What can you say about Demas based on what Paul said about him? 

 

 

 

2. See any difference between Crescens and Titus on the one hand and Demas on the other?  

 

 

 

3. What do you infer about Paul from verse 11?  

 

 

 

4. The apostle has had a change of heart regarding Mark. Read Acts 15:36-40 and explain. 

 

 

 

5. If Timothy is still in Ephesus (cf. 1Ti 1:3), why does Paul send Tychicus there?   

 

 

 

6. If “Alexander the metalworker” is the same “Alexander” mentioned in 1 Timothy 1:20, it would explain Paul’s 
word of warning to Timothy in verse 15. How so?   

 

 

 

7. Explain the contrast between verse 16 and verses 17-18. 

 

 

 

8. What do you infer about those who did not support Paul from verse 16b? 

 

 

 

9. In verse 22 “your” is singular and “you” is plural. What does this indicate?  

 

 

10. Discussion: Talk about your answer to the third living question.   



The four paragraphs that comprise 2 Timothy 4:9-
22 are best treated individually. In the first one (vv. 9
-13), Paul tells Timothy to come quickly because 
practically all his co-workers had left; only Luke is 
with him. “Do your best to get here before winter,” 
he tells him in verse 21. Demas, who was with the 
apostle during Paul’s first Roman incarceration (Col 
4:14) and whom he called a “fellow-worker” (Phm 
24), “was not willing to pay the price of hardship and 
suffering that Paul was paying” this time around 
(Ralph Earle, “2 Timothy,” in The Expositor’s Bible 
Commentary, 11:414). He loves the world too much, so 
he returns home to Thessalonica and leaves the apos-
tle in a lurch. Crescens, mentioned only here, and 
Titus go to Galatia and Dalmatia respectively, proba-
bly to do missionary work. Tychicus goes with Paul’s 
letter to Ephesus where he is to relieve Timothy of 
his responsibilities so that Timothy can join Paul in 
Rome. Luke, “the beloved physician” (Col 4:14 KJV), 
stays to minister to the aged, ailing apostle and per-
haps serve as his secretary.  

Timothy is to bring Mark with him. John Mark 
had deserted Paul and Barnabas on their first mis-
sionary journey (Ac 13:13). And after Paul refused to 
take the young man on the second trip, Barnabas 
parted company with Paul, taking Mark on a mission 
with him to Cyprus (15:36-41). Due no doubt to the 
godly influence of Barnabas, Mark later proved him-
self to Paul as indicated by John Mark’s presence 
with Paul during the apostle’s first Roman imprison-
ment (Col 4:10). Mark is a classic example of a young 
man who failed in his first assignment, but finally 
made good. The stark contrast between the defection 
of Demas and the restoration of Timothy is hard to 
miss. Timothy is also to bring Paul’s “scrolls, espe-
cially the parchments.” Centuries later, before his 
execution in 1536, William Tyndale, the well-known 
Bible translator, made a similar request from his pris-
on cell at Vilvorde Castle. With winter approaching, 
he wrote to the governor begging him for warmer 
clothing, a woolen shirt, and above all his Hebrew 
Bible, grammar, and dictionary. 

In the second paragraph (vv. 14-15), Paul warns 
Timothy to “be on guard” against Alexander, a deter-
mined opponent of Paul whose identity is debated. 
His persistent opposition to the apostle and apparent 
proximity to Timothy suggest, however, that he was 
one of two men Paul had excommunicated from the 
Ephesian church, Hymenaeus being the other (1Ti 
1:19, 20), both belonging to a larger group who 

“shipwrecked their faith.” Paul writes, “The Lord will 
repay him for what he has done” (v. 14).  

In the third paragraph (vv. 16-18), Paul tells Tim-
othy about his preliminary appearance before the 
Roman authorities. His “first defense” refers to the 
first court hearing of Paul’s present case, not his de-
fense on the occasion of his first imprisonment (Ac 
28). No one supports him when he enters his plea 
and makes his initial defense. No one, that is, but the 
Lord, who gives him the strength to proclaim the gos-
pel to all those at the hearing. Paul writes: “But the 
Lord stood at my side and gave me strength” (v. 17). 
Because the Lord delivers him from imminent dan-
ger then by extending his trial, Paul is persuaded 
that the Lord will rescue him again and again until 
he ultimately brings him safely into the messianic 
kingdom. Paul writes: The Lord will rescue me from 
every evil attack and bring me safely to his heavenly 
kingdom. To him be glory for ever and ever. 
Amen” (v. 18).  

In the fourth paragraph (vv. 19-22), Paul sends 
final greetings to partners in the ministry and closes 
with the benediction,  

“The Lord be with your spirit,” speaking of Timo-
thy’s spirit, and “Grace be with you” speaking of all 
those who read or hear what Paul has written. 

This passage belongs to the closing of Paul’s let-
ter, which contains no clear message for us. Passages 
in the body of a letter typically deliver messages, 
which taken together form the letter’s overall mes-
sage. Paul’s closing personal remarks to Timothy 
provide us with information, but they do not call on 
us to respond in any explicit way—any particular 
way intended by the author. The passage is inspired, 
so the information it contains is accurate, but that 
information does not entail a particular response on 
our part. This is not to say, however, that the infor-
mation it conveys is useless. The information is use-
ful or significant; in fact, we may draw any number 
of different inferences or significances from Paul’s 
words to Timothy from death row. I have expressed 
one as the Central Message of the Passage.  



”  

(



           

It takes the community of believers trusting in God and working together as partners to mediate God’s in-
volvement in each other’s lives and to accomplish the mission God has given the church.   

 

 

(Rewrite the Central Message above to personally apply to your own life) 

The “Living Questions” are simple questions we may ask of any text in order to apply the Bible to our life. An-
swer the questions below as personally as you can.  

1. What does this passage teach me about God? 

 

 

 

 

2. What does this passage teach me about myself? 

 

 

 

 

3. What does this passage lead me to do? 

 

 

 

 



   

Earn 1 KidPIX Token by completing the 
CENTRALKids Bible Study on this page 
and another token by memorizing and 
reciting the memory verse for this week. 
Questions: kids@wearecentral.org 

______ I completed my Bible Study 

______ I memorized this week’s verse 

______ I brought my Bible to church 

______ I brought a friend 

 

Paul’s second letter to Timothy is filled with tools and wise counsel for the young pastor to lead well. I can 
hear him emphatically calling Timothy into action as he pastors the local church. However, the personal re-
marks and final greetings tear at my heart strings unlike any other. You can hear how broken Paul is. You can 
hear his need for like-minded fellowship, his desperation for someone to stand with him in his last days and his 
utter reliance on the Lord. Is it possible to go at life alone? I mean, I guess, but is it worth it? God’s created bibli-
cal community has so much to offer – it spurs us on, encourages us to grow as believers in Christ and offers mu-
tual support and accountability. We need each other, not only for our own sake, but for our children. It’s wrong 
to assume we can be everything to our kids. Yes, we’re ultimately responsible for the discipleship of our family, 
but friends in Home and Community Group and leaders within the church play a vital role in their lives as well. 
Our kids need other safe, Christian adults that offer different experiences and valuable insight we might not be 
able to. These friends should regularly pour into your kids and stand with you in discipleship and discipline. 
Think of five trusted people with sound doctrine and a genuine love for your child and invite them to parent 
with you. Each of my children have several adults they are comfortable going to outside the family circle and 
I’m so thankful for each of these members of my village.  

 I am loyal to God and others, so they know they can count on me.  

“Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God 
will be with you wherever you go.” 

Read 2 Timothy 4:9-22. 
 
1. Who did Paul want to join 
him? 

2. What did Paul want him to 
bring and why? 

3. Who stood by Paul and gave 
him strength?  

Why did Paul include these peo-
ple in his final words to Timo-
thy?  

  



Tom Bulick (M.A. in Educational 
Leadership, Eastern Michigan Uni-
versity, Th.M. in Old Testament, 
and Ph.D. in Bible Exposition, Dal-
las Theological Seminary). For 
more than forty years, Tom has 
served as pastor, faculty member, 
and administrator. Tom was Vice 
President for Student Life and 
Associate Professor of Religious 
Studies at Trinity Western Univer-
sity (Vancouver, B.C.) for 12 years 
before accepting the position of 
Spiritual Formation Pastor at Cen-
tral Bible Church in 1998. He and 
his wife Ruth have one son, Zach. 
 
Stephanie Thomas (B.B.A Univer-
sity of Texas at Arlington). Stepha-
nie is married to James and they 
have four children: Elijah, Levi, 
Ella and Simon. Stephanie has 
attended Central Bible Church for 
more than 20 years, has been on 
staff since 2014, and now serves as 
Children’s Minister. 

  

Authority of the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 
I believe the Bible is the Word of God and has 
the right to command my belief and action. 
Church (Ephesians 4:15-16) 
I believe the church is God's primary way to 
accomplish His purposes on earth today. 
Eternity (John 14:1-4) 
I believe there is a heaven and a hell and that 
Jesus Christ is returning to judge the earth and 
to establish His eternal kingdom. 
The Holy Spirit (Romans 8:9) 
I believe the Holy Spirit convicts, calls,  
converts and changes me as a child of God. 
Humanity (John 3:16) 
I believe all people are loved by God and need 
Jesus Christ as their Savior. 
Identity in Christ (John 1:12) 
I believe I am significant because of my 
position as a child of God. 
Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:1-4) 
I believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God who 
became man, died for sinners and rose from the 
dead. 
Life Purpose (Acts 20:24) 
I believe I am a steward of God’s resources and 
have been redeemed to participate in His King-
dom purposes for His glory. 
Personal God (Psalm 121:1-2) 
I believe God is involved in and cares about my 
daily life. 
Salvation by Grace (Ephesians 2:8-9) 
I believe a person comes into a right relation-
ship with God by His grace, through faith in 
Jesus Christ. 

  

 
  

Love (1 John 4:10-12) 
I sacrificially and unconditionally love and 
forgive others. 
Joy (John 15:11) 
I have inner contentment and purpose in spite 
of my circumstances. 
Peace (Philippians 4:6-7) 
I am free from anxiety because things are right 
between God, myself and others. 
Patience (Proverbs 14:29) 
I take a long time to overheat and endure pa-
tiently under the unavoidable pressures of life. 
Kindness/Goodness  
I choose to do the right things in my relation-
ships with others 

Faithfulness (Proverbs 3:3-4) 
I have established a good name with God and 
with others based on my long-term loyalty to 
those relationships. 
Gentleness (Philippians 4:5) 
I am thoughtful, considerate and calm in 
dealing with others. 
Self-Control (Titus 2:11-13) 
I have the power, through Christ, to control 
myself. 
Grace (Colossians 3:13) 
I demonstrate forgiveness, mercy and gener-
osity to others, even when they have offended 
me. 
Hope (1 Peter 1:3-5) 
I have a growing anticipation of God’s prom-
ises and my secure eternity with Him. 
Humility (Philippians 2:3-4) 
I choose to esteem others above myself. 

  

Bible Study (Hebrews 4:12) 
I study the Bible to know God, the truth, and 
to find direction for my daily life. 
Biblical Community (Acts 2:44-47) 
I fellowship with other Christians to accom-
plish God's purposes in my life, others' lives, 
and in the world. 
Compassion (Psalm 82:3-4) 
I seek to serve the last, the least and the lost 
in my community. 
Disciple-Making (2 Timothy 2:2) 
I multiply godly beliefs, virtues and practices 
in others to encourage their spiritual growth 
in Christ.  
Evangelism (Acts 1:8) 
I share Jesus with others through personal 
proclamation and demonstration of the   
gospel. 
Generosity (2 Corinthians 9:6-11) 
I gladly give my resources to fulfill God’s 
purposes.  
Prayer (Psalm 66:16-20) 
I pray to God to know Him, to lay my request 
before Him and to find direction for my daily 
life. 
Single-Mindedness (Matthew 6:33) 
I focus on God and His priorities for my life. 
Spiritual Gifts (Romans 12:4-6) 
I know and use my spiritual gifts to accom-
plish God's purposes. 
Worship (Psalm 95:1-7) 
I worship God for who He is and what He has 
done for me. 
 

The Scrolls Bible Study is a spiritual 
growth resource of Central Bible 

Church, Fort Worth, Texas. 
© 2020 Central Bible Church. 

Material researched, written and 
supervised by Dr. Tom Bulick. 

All Scripture referenced from the 
New International Version unless 
otherwise noted. This resource is 

freely distributed and may be 
copied without permission.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


