“What Do You Want on Your Tombstone?”
2 Timothy 4:1-8

I have established a good
name with God and with
others based on my longterm loyalty to those relationships.
Let love and faithfulness
never leave you; bind them
around your neck, write
them on the tablet of your
heart. Then you will win
favor and a good name in the
sight of God and man.”

2 Timothy 4:1-8

After reading the text, practice your Observation skills
by noting the following:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Underline “In the presence of” in v. 1.
Bracket “judge the living and the dead” in v. 1.
Circle “his appearing” and “his kingdom” in v. 1.
Highlight v. 2.
Box “For” indicating reason in v. 3.
Box “Instead” indicating contrast in v. 3.
Circle “itching ears” in v. 3.
Circle “myths” in v. 4.

Box “But” indicating contrast in v. 5.
Circle “evangelist” in v. 5.
Circle “good fight” in v. 7.
Bracket “crown of righteousness” in v. 8.
Circle “that day” in v. 8.

What one word would you use to describe the TONE of
this passage? (i.e., stern, joyful, cautious, etc.)

READ in another translation

What word or idea stands out to you in this passage?

?

Try to summarize the THEME of this passage in one
word. If you were going to describe these verses, you
might say, “This text is about ________________.”

1. Paul charges Timothy “in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus.” So what?

2. Who are “the living and the dead,” by whom will they be judged, and when?

3. Paul charges Timothy “in view of (i.e., by) his appearing and his kingdom.” So what?

4. List the five commands contained in Paul’s charge.

5. Explain why Paul gives Timothy this charge.

6. Explain the contrast in verse 5.

7. Paul’s charge to Timothy applies to clergy today, but does it apply to laity? Explain.

8. Paraphrase verse 7 in your own words.

9. What is “the crown of righteousness,” who gets it, and when?

10. Discussion: Talk about your thoughts on or response to Paul’s reflections on his Christian life.

Paul’s letters each have an opening, a body, and a
closing. In the case of 2 Timothy, the opening is found
in 1:1-5, containing a greeting and thanksgiving; the
body is found in 1:6-4:8, containing Paul’s theological
and practical points; and the closing is found in 4:922, containing personal remarks and requests, and
final greetings. As Paul draws his letter to a close, he
delivers a final charge to Timothy in verses 1-5, and
knowing the curtain is rapidly closing on his life, he
reflects on his three decades of ministry in verses 68—assessing his present situation in verse 6, appraising his past labors in verse 7, and anticipating his
future reward in v. 8.
Paul lays the groundwork for his solemn general
charge to Timothy in verse 1. As one writer notes, “It
would be difficult to see how Paul could have made
his charge to Timothy anymore weighty (cf. 1 Tim.
5:21; 6:13). He adjured Timothy, not only in the name
of God and of Christ, but in the light of the coming
judgment, Christ’s return (epiphaneian, appearing; cf.
1 Tim. 6:14; 2 Tim. 4:8; Titus 2:13), and the establishment of His millennial kingdom” (A. Duane Litfin,
“2 Timothy,” in The Bible Knowledge Commentary: New
Testament, 757).
The content of his charge consists of five commands that follow in verse 2. “Preach the word,” rendered “Proclaim the message” (NRSV), “Herald and
preach the Word!” (AMPC) in other translations, is
its central thrust. This Timothy is to be prepared, that
is, stand by to do “in season and out of season,”
namely, whether the time is opportune or not—
which likely points to whether his listeners, rather
than Timothy himself, find the time opportune or
not. In other words, Timothy is to stand by his duty
to preach whether the opportunity seems ripe or not.
Keep this in mind: “To ‘preach’ does not imply that
an ordained minister is to stand behind a stately pulpit and expound Scripture. It called Timothy to a
public heralding of the gospel message whether done
in a mass meeting or person-to-person” (Thomas D.
Lea and Hayne P. Griffin, Jr., 1, 2 Timothy, Titus,
NAC, 243). All those who share the gospel with others “preach” in this sense. Those in error he is to correct (cf. 2:25), those in sin he is to rebuke (1Ti 5:20; 2Ti
3:16; Tit 1:13; 2:15), those doing well he is to encourage. And all of these commands are to be obeyed
“with great patience and careful instruction”—great
patience denoting attitude and careful instruction denoting means.

Verses 3-4 contain the reason why Paul is delivering the charge. The reason is introduced by the word
“For” and is expressed in a contrast indicated by the
word “Instead.” In time, people will “not tolerate
sound teaching” (NET). “Instead” they will gather
teachers around them willing to tell them what their
“itching ears” want to hear, because, in the words of
one commentator, “They have a desire to dabble
with novelty. They covet new, fashionable ideas and
long for the excitement of having their ears teased by
the satisfying but harmless mumbling of pseudoscholarship. Such speakers toy with the minds of the
hearers but leave the intellect uninformed, the conscience unchallenged, and the will set in a direction
away from God” (Lea and Griffin, 244).
After describing people who turn away from the
truth and turn to myths in verse 4, using contrast,
Paul gives Timothy a personal charge consisting of
four specific commands introduced by “But you.”
Timothy must remain cool-headed in the face of difficulties. He must be ready to endure hardship (cf.
2:3) as the pressure mounts. He must do the work of
an evangelist, proclaiming the gospel at every opportunity. And finally, he must “discharge all the duties
of [his] ministry.”
The big question with regard to this passage pertains to its application. It seems reasonable to conclude that the general charge the apostle gives Timothy applies directly to others in gospel ministries like
Timothy’s. But it also seems reasonable to conclude
that it applies indirectly to believers whatever the
given nature of their personal obedience to the commission given them to make disciples (Mt 28:18-20).
The personal charge given Timothy has limited significance to believers today.
Paul’s reflections on his more than three decades
of service to the Lord amount to nothing less than a
challenge to Timothy, and to clergy and laity alike
today to fight their good fight, finish their course,
and keep their faith as did Paul, knowing that “the
crown of righteousness” will be theirs, given to them
by Jesus, the righteous Judge, when he returns. (See
page 1.)

Knowing the Lord is a righteous judge, faithfully proclaim God’s message whether
the time is favorable or not, for one day people will refuse to listen.

(Rewrite the Central Message above to personally apply to your own life)

The “Living Questions” are simple questions we may ask of any text in order to apply the Bible to our life. Answer the questions below as personally as you can.
1. What does this passage teach me about God?

2. What does this passage teach me about myself?

3. What does this passage lead me to do?

Parenting requires everything from you. Literally, everything; all day, every day. When the little darlings
were preschoolers, parenting was constant vigilance to make sure they were safe and not shoving screwdrivers
into light switches or any other hazardous happenings. As they got a little older it was all about teaching them
to respect authority, yours in particular. I remember one of my children being in time out seven times in one
day. By bedtime, we were all exhausted and not sure we liked each other very much. As kids move into teen
years, it’s still constant but more of the catch-and-release, wind-them-up-and-let-them-go worry of the heart.
Parenting is a moment-by-moment “die to self” sacrifice and we might not see the results of our efforts for decades. Don’t lose heart! Though the tasks feel never-ending, we truly only have one job – to guide our children to
know the Lord, love Him deeply, and reflect His glory. At the end of his life, Paul proclaims he has fought the
good fight, finished the race, and kept the faith (2 Tim 4:7). The sacrifice was worth it, and his hope of heaven
was so close. Are you feeling discouraged about where you are in parenting? Do you feel like you have nothing
more to give and your kids just aren’t getting it? Is the battle ongoing? Give it to God. Prayerfully lay it at his
feet in humble submission. Hang onto hope and trust the One True Guide to faithfully lead you. In our weakness He is strong! We are praying for you today!

Read 2 Timothy 4:1-8.
1. What did Paul tell Timothy to
do?
2. What three things does this
involve?

How can you “preach the word”
in your daily life?

Follow Paul’s guide to encourage others. Write a thank you
letter to someone (i.e. teacher,
postman, trashman) and be sure
to include a verse that will encourage them.

3. Who will people surround
themselves with and why?

I am loyal to God and others, so they know they can count on me.

“But in our hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give a reason
for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect.”

Earn 1 KidPIX Token by completing the
CENTRALKids Bible Study on this page
and another token by memorizing and
reciting the memory verse for this week.
Questions: kids@wearecentral.org

______ I completed my Bible Study
______ I memorized this week’s verse
______ I brought my Bible to church
______ I brought a friend

Authority of the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16-17)
I believe the Bible is the Word of God and has
the right to command my belief and action.
Church (Ephesians 4:15-16)
I believe the church is God's primary way to
accomplish His purposes on earth today.
Eternity (John 14:1-4)
I believe there is a heaven and a hell and that
Jesus Christ is returning to judge the earth and
to establish His eternal kingdom.
The Holy Spirit (Romans 8:9)
I believe the Holy Spirit convicts, calls,
converts and changes me as a child of God.
Humanity (John 3:16)
I believe all people are loved by God and need
Jesus Christ as their Savior.
Identity in Christ (John 1:12)
I believe I am significant because of my
position as a child of God.
Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:1-4)
I believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God who
became man, died for sinners and rose from the
dead.
Life Purpose (Acts 20:24)
I believe I am a steward of God’s resources and
have been redeemed to participate in His Kingdom purposes for His glory.
Personal God (Psalm 121:1-2)
I believe God is involved in and cares about my
daily life.
Salvation by Grace (Ephesians 2:8-9)
I believe a person comes into a right relationship with God by His grace, through faith in
Jesus Christ.

Love (1 John 4:10-12)
I sacrificially and unconditionally love and
forgive others.
Joy (John 15:11)
I have inner contentment and purpose in spite
of my circumstances.
Peace (Philippians 4:6-7)
I am free from anxiety because things are right
between God, myself and others.
Patience (Proverbs 14:29)
I take a long time to overheat and endure patiently under the unavoidable pressures of life.
Kindness/Goodness
I choose to do the right things in my relationships with others

Faithfulness (Proverbs 3:3-4)
I have established a good name with God and
with others based on my long-term loyalty to
those relationships.
Gentleness (Philippians 4:5)
I am thoughtful, considerate and calm in
dealing with others.
Self-Control (Titus 2:11-13)
I have the power, through Christ, to control
myself.
Grace (Colossians 3:13)
I demonstrate forgiveness, mercy and generosity to others, even when they have offended
me.
Hope (1 Peter 1:3-5)
I have a growing anticipation of God’s promises and my secure eternity with Him.
Humility (Philippians 2:3-4)
I choose to esteem others above myself.

Bible Study (Hebrews 4:12)
I study the Bible to know God, the truth, and
to find direction for my daily life.
Biblical Community (Acts 2:44-47)
I fellowship with other Christians to accomplish God's purposes in my life, others' lives,
and in the world.
Compassion (Psalm 82:3-4)
I seek to serve the last, the least and the lost
in my community.
Disciple-Making (2 Timothy 2:2)
I multiply godly beliefs, virtues and practices
in others to encourage their spiritual growth
in Christ.
Evangelism (Acts 1:8)
I share Jesus with others through personal
proclamation and demonstration of the
gospel.
Generosity (2 Corinthians 9:6-11)
I gladly give my resources to fulfill God’s
purposes.
Prayer (Psalm 66:16-20)
I pray to God to know Him, to lay my request
before Him and to find direction for my daily
life.
Single-Mindedness (Matthew 6:33)
I focus on God and His priorities for my life.
Spiritual Gifts (Romans 12:4-6)
I know and use my spiritual gifts to accomplish God's purposes.
Worship (Psalm 95:1-7)
I worship God for who He is and what He has
done for me.
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