
 

“For Those Who Have Veered Off Track” 
2 Timothy 2:22-26 

 

I choose to do the right 
things in my relation-

ships with others. 
 

“Make sure that nobody 
pays back wrong for 

wrong, but always strive 
to do what is good for 

each other and for      
everyone else.”  



2 Timothy 2:22-26 

22 Flee the evil desires of youth and pursue righteous-

ness, faith, love and peace, along with those who call on 

the Lord out of a pure heart. 23 Don’t have anything to do 

with foolish and stupid arguments, because you know they 

produce quarrels. 24 And the Lord’s servant must not be 

quarrelsome but must be kind to everyone, able to teach, 

not resentful. 25 Opponents must be gently instructed, in 

the hope that God will grant them repentance leading 

them to a knowledge of the truth, 26 and that they will 

come to their senses and escape from the trap of the devil, 

who has taken them captive to do his will. 

 

READ in another translation 

22 But keep away from youthful passions, and pursue 

righteousness, faithfulness, love, and peace, in company 

with others who call on the Lord from a pure heart. 23 But 

reject foolish and ignorant controversies, because you 

know they breed infighting. 24 And the Lord’s slave must 

not engage in heated disputes but be kind toward all, an 

apt teacher, patient, 25 correcting opponents with gentle-

ness. Perhaps God will grant them repentance and then 

knowledge of the truth 26 and they will come to their sens-

es and escape the devil’s trap where they are held captive 

to do his will. (NET) 

After reading the text, practice your Observation 
skills by noting the following: 

• Underline “flee” and “pursue” in v. 22. 

• Bracket “of youth” in v. 22. 

• Bracket “out of a pure heart” in v. 22 

• Underline “Don’t have anything to do” in v. 23. 

• Bracket “with foolish and stupid arguments” in 
v. 23. 

• Box “because” indicating reason in v. 23. 

• Circle “servant” in v. 24. 

• Box “but” indicating contrast in v. 24. 

• Circle “must” in vv. 24-25. 

• Double underline “devil” and “his” in v. 26. 

What one word would you use to describe the TONE 

of this passage? (i.e., stern, joyful, cautious, etc.) 

 

 

What word or idea stands out to you in this passage? 

 

 

?  

 

 

Try to summarize the THEME of this passage in one 

word. If you were going to describe these verses, you 

might say, “This text is about ________________.” 



1. Paul doesn’t name any “evil desires of youth.” Name one or two.  

 

 

2. Put what “pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace” means in your own words.  

 

 

 

3. Where are these virtues best pursued and why?  

 

 

4. Give an example of a “foolish and stupid” debate to avoid.  

 

 

 

5. Explain the contrast in verse 24. 

 

 

 

6. Paul and Timothy are certainly the Lord’s servants. Who else? 

 

 

 

7. The “opponents” Paul mentions (v. 25)—are they Christians?  What makes you think so? 

 

 

 

8. Why might instructing harshly be counterproductive?  

 

 

 

9. What do you infer about repentance from verse 25? 

 

 

 

10. Discussion: Talk about a command that Paul gives Timothy that you’re going to take to heart.  





v. 22 flee, pursue     “The two impera-
tives (‘flee’ and ‘pursue’) are identical with the com-
mands of 1 Tim 6:11” (Thomas D. Lea and Hayne P. 
Griffin, Jr., 1, 2 Timothy, Titus, NAC, 219).  

v. 22 of youth      “Timothy was prob-
ably in his mid-30s or younger, and in that day such 
an influential position was not usually held by a man 
so young” (The NIV Study Bible, note on 1Ti 4:12). 
“Probably Paul did not have sexual passions in mind 
here, at least not primarily” (Duane Litfin, “2 Timo-
thy,” in The Bible Knowledge Commentary: New Testa-
ment, 755). “The emphasis is more on Timothy’s 
youthful temperament and the possible difficulty of 
avoiding arguments and being gentle in instruc-
tion” (William D. Mounce, Word Biblical Commen-
tary, vol. 46, Pastoral Epistles, 533). 

v. 22 pure heart     “This call is true for 
all believers, in Ephesus and elsewhere . . . It is syn-
onymous with the earlier phrase ‘everyone naming 
the name of [the] Lord’ (v. 19)” (Mounce, 534, 35). 
“His statement implies that traits of righteousness, 
faith, love, and peace are best developed whenever a 
Christian stays in the company of other believers”  
(Lea and Griffin, 220). 

v. 23 Don’t have anything  Cf., “refuse”  
(NASB); “avoid” (NKJV); “reject” (NET, HCSB); 
“have nothing to do with” (ESV, NRSV). This is the 
third command Paul gives Timothy in these verses. 
“Timothy needed to ‘refuse’ to participate in unwise 
and immature debates (‘foolish and ignorant specu-
lations’), since these generate arguments (‘quarrels’) 
that prove divisive (cf. 1 Tim. 1:7)” (Thomas L. Con-
stable, “Notes on 2 Timothy,” 2021 ed., 40, plano-
biblechapel. org/tcon/notes/pdf/2timothy.pdf). 
“Paul was not prohibiting intelligent, probing theo-
logical discussion but useless wrangling over recon-
dite questions that divide and confuse. We must cul-
tivate a judgment that can distinguish between these 
options” (Lea and Griffin, 220). 

v. 24 foolish, stupid   Cf., “foolish and 
uninstructed” (NET); “foolish and uneducat-
ed” (RGT); “foolish and unlearned” (KJV). “Since the 
opponents saw themselves as teachers of the law 
even though they were ignorant of it (1 Tim 5:7), and 
because Paul is speaking specifically of the heresy, it 
is best to keep the etymological nuance of the word, 
‘uneducated,’ and see it as an appraisal of the heresy 
and its proponents” (Mounce, 534). “Not only must 

Timothy refrain from waging thoroughly useless 
word-battles (verse 14), but he should even refuse, 
politely but definitely, to bother with the well-known 
(note the article) enquiries that would result in such 
word-battles. Such enquiries are foolish. They are 
senseless, the king of investigations which one associ-
ates with morons. They are ignorant, ‘uneducated’ or 
‘uninstructed’; that is, they are the work and the mark 
of ignorant men” (William Hendriksen, New Testa-
ment Commentary: Exposition of the Pastoral Epistles, 
274). 

v. 24 servant      Cf., “the Lord’s 
slave” (NET). “Though doulos is normally translated 
‘servant,’ the word does not bear the connotation of a 
free individual serving another . . . The most accurate 
translation is ‘bondservant’ (sometimes found in the 
ASV for doulos), in that it often indicates one who 
sells himself into slavery to another. But as this is ar-
chaic, few today understand its force” (The NET Bible, 
43tn on 2Ti 2:24). “Undoubtedly the background for 
the concept of being the Lord’s slave or servant is to 
be found in the Old Testament scriptures. For a Jew 
this concept did not connote drudgery, but honor and 
privilege. It was used of national Israel at times (Isa 
43:10), but was especially associated with famous OT 
personalities, including such great men as Moses 
(Josh 14:7), David (Ps 89:3; cf. 2 Sam 7:5, 8) and Elijah 
(2 Kgs 10:10); all these men were ‘servants (or slaves) 
of the Lord’” (The NET Bible, 43sn, on 2Ti 2:24). “Any 
believer can be called ‘the Lord’s servant, ‘ but the 
designation was especially proper for a Christian 
leader such as Timothy [cf., 1Co 7:22]” (Lea and Grif-
fin, 220-21). 



           

The Lord’s servants must demonstrate traits of spiritual maturity essential to gently instructing  
errant believers, so that God might bring them to their senses and return them to the truth.   

 

 

(Rewrite the Central Message above to personally apply to your own life) 

The “Living Questions” are simple questions we may ask of any text in order to apply the Bible to our life. An-
swer the questions below as personally as you can.  

1. What does this passage teach me about God? 

 

 

 

 

2. What does this passage teach me about myself? 

 

 

 

 

3. What does this passage lead me to do? 

 

 

 

 



   

Earn 1 KidPIX Token by completing the 
CENTRALKids Bible Study on this page 
and another token by memorizing and 
reciting the memory verse for this week. 
Questions: kids@wearecentral.org 

______ I completed my Bible Study 

______ I memorized this week’s verse 

______ I brought my Bible to church 

______ I brought a friend 

 

Were there dinosaurs on the ark? If we’re not supposed to hit other people, why did God wipe out whole 
nations? Other religions think their god is right; how do we know our God is the real God? These are all ques-
tions my kids have thrown my way. As parents we feel like we should be the expert on all things, but especially 
when it comes to Biblical literacy and our child’s spiritual development. To some degree this is true (no pres-
sure…), but do we ever arrive when it comes to spiritual growth? Will we ever make a “100” on that test? Often, 
we feel like we lose credibility when we don’t know the answer to our child’s questions, so we spout out some-
thing that we think is mostly true or feels true. Newsflash: this is dangerous ground! Feelings are a horrible lit-
mus test for truth. Parents, it’s ok to not know the answer to the hard questions when it comes to faith. It is abso-
lutely not ok to give false information that “sounds about right.” We are daily growing in our faith and the 
knowledge of Christ. Let your kids have a front row seat witnessing that spiritual growth. They need to see us 
wrestling with what we hear and learn from the Bible. They need to see our mind blown when the Spirit teaches 
us new things. If we want our kids to have a vibrant spiritual life, we must model it ourselves. What steps are 
you taking toward spiritual growth? Do your kids walk alongside you as you grow in the knowledge of Christ? 
We are praying for you to model growth strong!    

 I treat others better than myself.   

“Flee the evil desires of youth and pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace,  
along with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart.”  

Read 2 Timothy 2:22-26. 
 
1. From the whole passage, what 
should believers avoid? 

2. From the whole passage, what 
should believers pursue? 

3. How should believers re-
spond to those who oppose 
them? 

Read Proverbs 15:1 and put it in 
your own words. How does “a 
gentle answer turn away 
wrath?”   

Look around your house and 
find something really soft and 
something really scratchy. How 
are these like gentle words or 
quarrelsome words?  
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Authority of the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 
I believe the Bible is the Word of God and has 
the right to command my belief and action. 
Church (Ephesians 4:15-16) 
I believe the church is God's primary way to 
accomplish His purposes on earth today. 
Eternity (John 14:1-4) 
I believe there is a heaven and a hell and that 
Jesus Christ is returning to judge the earth and 
to establish His eternal kingdom. 
The Holy Spirit (Romans 8:9) 
I believe the Holy Spirit convicts, calls,  
converts and changes me as a child of God. 
Humanity (John 3:16) 
I believe all people are loved by God and need 
Jesus Christ as their Savior. 
Identity in Christ (John 1:12) 
I believe I am significant because of my 
position as a child of God. 
Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:1-4) 
I believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God who 
became man, died for sinners and rose from the 
dead. 
Life Purpose (Acts 20:24) 
I believe I am a steward of God’s resources and 
have been redeemed to participate in His King-
dom purposes for His glory. 
Personal God (Psalm 121:1-2) 
I believe God is involved in and cares about my 
daily life. 
Salvation by Grace (Ephesians 2:8-9) 
I believe a person comes into a right relation-
ship with God by His grace, through faith in 
Jesus Christ. 

  

 
  

Love (1 John 4:10-12) 
I sacrificially and unconditionally love and 
forgive others. 
Joy (John 15:11) 
I have inner contentment and purpose in spite 
of my circumstances. 
Peace (Philippians 4:6-7) 
I am free from anxiety because things are right 
between God, myself and others. 
Patience (Proverbs 14:29) 
I take a long time to overheat and endure pa-
tiently under the unavoidable pressures of life. 
Kindness/Goodness  
I choose to do the right things in my relation-
ships with others 

Faithfulness (Proverbs 3:3-4) 
I have established a good name with God and 
with others based on my long-term loyalty to 
those relationships. 
Gentleness (Philippians 4:5) 
I am thoughtful, considerate and calm in 
dealing with others. 
Self-Control (Titus 2:11-13) 
I have the power, through Christ, to control 
myself. 
Grace (Colossians 3:13) 
I demonstrate forgiveness, mercy and gener-
osity to others, even when they have offended 
me. 
Hope (1 Peter 1:3-5) 
I have a growing anticipation of God’s prom-
ises and my secure eternity with Him. 
Humility (Philippians 2:3-4) 
I choose to esteem others above myself. 

  

Bible Study (Hebrews 4:12) 
I study the Bible to know God, the truth, and 
to find direction for my daily life. 
Biblical Community (Acts 2:44-47) 
I fellowship with other Christians to accom-
plish God's purposes in my life, others' lives, 
and in the world. 
Compassion (Psalm 82:3-4) 
I seek to serve the last, the least and the lost 
in my community. 
Disciple-Making (2 Timothy 2:2) 
I multiply godly beliefs, virtues and practices 
in others to encourage their spiritual growth 
in Christ.  
Evangelism (Acts 1:8) 
I share Jesus with others through personal 
proclamation and demonstration of the   
gospel. 
Generosity (2 Corinthians 9:6-11) 
I gladly give my resources to fulfill God’s 
purposes.  
Prayer (Psalm 66:16-20) 
I pray to God to know Him, to lay my request 
before Him and to find direction for my daily 
life. 
Single-Mindedness (Matthew 6:33) 
I focus on God and His priorities for my life. 
Spiritual Gifts (Romans 12:4-6) 
I know and use my spiritual gifts to accom-
plish God's purposes. 
Worship (Psalm 95:1-7) 
I worship God for who He is and what He has 
done for me. 
 

The Scrolls Bible Study is a spiritual 
growth resource of Central Bible 

Church, Fort Worth, Texas. 
© 2020 Central Bible Church. 

Material researched, written and 
supervised by Dr. Tom Bulick. 

All Scripture referenced from the 
New International Version unless 
otherwise noted. This resource is 

freely distributed and may be 
copied without permission.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


