
 

“Approved and Unashamed” 
2 Timothy 2:14-21 

 

I believe the Bible is the 
Word of God and has 
the right to command 
my belief and action . 

 
“All Scripture is God-

breathed and is useful for 
teaching, rebuking, cor-
recting and training in 

righteousness, so that the 
servant of God may be 

thoroughly equipped for 
every good work.”  



2 Timothy 2:14-21 

14 Keep reminding God’s people of these things. Warn 

them before God against quarreling about words; it is of no 

value, and only ruins those who listen. 15 Do your best to 

present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who 

does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the 

word of truth. 16 Avoid godless chatter, because those who 

indulge in it will become more and more ungodly. 17 

Their teaching will spread like gangrene. Among them are 

Hymenaeus and Philetus, 18 who have departed from the 

truth. They say that the resurrection has already taken 

place, and they destroy the faith of some. 19 Nevertheless, 

God’s solid foundation stands firm, sealed with this in-

scription: “The Lord knows those who are his,” and, 

“Everyone who confesses the name of the Lord must turn 

away from wickedness.” 

20 In a large house there are articles not only of gold 

and silver, but also of wood and clay; some are for special 

purposes and some for common use. 21 Those who cleanse 

themselves from the latter will be instruments for special 

purposes, made holy, useful to the Master and prepared to 

do any good work. 

 

 

After reading the text, practice your Observation 
skills by noting the following: 

• Circle “these things” in v. 14. 

• Bracket “quarreling about words” in v. 14. 

• Circle “approved” in v. 15. 

• Circle “correctly handles” in v. 15. 

• Circle “godless chatter” in v. 16. 

• Underline “Hymenaeus” and “Philetus” in v. 17.  

• Circle “the resurrection” in v. 18. 

• Box “Nevertheless” indicating contrast in v. 19. 

• Highlight the two inscriptions joined by “and” in 
v. 19.  

• Box “but” indicating contrast in v. 20. 

• Circle “the latter” in v. 21  

What one word would you use to describe the TONE 

of this passage? (i.e., stern, joyful, cautious, etc.) 

 

 

What word or idea stands out to you in this passage? 

 

 

?  

 

 

Try to summarize the THEME of this passage in one 

word. If you were going to describe these verses, you 

might say, “This text is about ________________.” 



1. Timothy is to “keep reminding God’s people of these things.” What things?  

 

 

 

2. Why does Paul add “before God” to his second command in verse 14? 

 

 

3. Words matter! Why not quarrel about them? 

 

 

4. Do you think Paul’s command in verse 15 applies to you? Explain.  

 

 

 

5. Identify the two traits of one who receives God’s approval (v. 15).  

 

 

 

6. Verse 16 contains a bit of irony. How so? 

 

 

 

7. Give an example of “godless chatter” to be avoided today. 

 

 

 

8. Explain the theological error of Hymenaeus and Philetus and its ugly consequences (v. 18).  

 

 

 

9. Explain the contrast introduced by “Nevertheless” in verse 19. 

 

 

10. Discussion: Talk about what those who want to be “made holy, useful to the Master and prepared to do any 
good work” need to do. 



On 2 Timothy 2:14-21, one commentator writes: 
“From the warm words of encouragement in 2:1-10 
and the lofty saying of 2:11-13, we suddenly find our-
selves back in the world of the Ephesian church with 
its heretical teachers. This does not mean discontinui-
ty, for verse 14 refers back to what has just been said 
with the exhortation to ‘keep reminding them of 
these things.’ But Timothy’s act of reminding must be 
accompanied by an act of warning, an act so sobering 
that it is said to be ‘before God’” (Walter L. Liefeld, 
The NIV Application Commentary: 1 and 2 Timothy, Ti-
tus, 256-57). The first paragraph (vv. 14-19) contains 
various instructions to Timothy concerning false 
teachers and their teaching relevant to the church; the 
second paragraph (vv. 20-21) contains a metaphor, 
contrasting household articles for honorable uses and 
for dishonorable uses with a view to Timothy and 
others becoming holy vessels, “useful to the Master 
and prepared to do any good work” (v. 21).    

The first paragraph begins with a command in the 
present tense, namely, lit., “remind them,” the signif-
icance of which is expressed in the translation, “Keep 
reminding God’s people of these things” (v. 14a). The 
NIV understands “them” to refer to the Ephesian 
church; some commentators take “them” to refer 
more narrowly to those to whom Timothy will en-
trust Paul’s teaching (v. 2). In either case, Paul’s 
words to Timothy have a broader audience. And 
while “these things” could refer to all of the letter to 
this point, it more likely refers to the preceding para-
graphs (vv. 1-13), and perhaps, more particularly 
verses 8-13 (see William Hendriksen, New Testament 
Commentary: Exposition of the Pastoral Epistles, 261; 
Donald Guthrie, The Pastoral Epistles, TNTC, 146).  

A warning against quarreling over words follows 
(v. 14b). Paul gives no examples of such quarreling, 
so the specifics remain unclear, but in any case, this 
senseless wrangling is worthless at best and ruinous 
at worst. In contrast to those workers of whom God 
disapproves, namely, those who promote such quar-
rels, Timothy is to do whatever it takes to gain God’s 
approval. He is to do this by being a worker who 
does good work (cf., 1Co 3:10-15) and who correctly 
handles the word of truth, a reference to a worker 
who teaches God’s word rightly interpreted. One 
commentator explains: “Most important in gaining 
this goal was the way he would proclaim God's 
truth. He must teach it consistent with God's intend-
ed meaning and purpose. ‘Handling accurately’ (lit. 
‘cutting straight’) is a figure that paints a picture of a 

workman who is careful and accurate in his work. 
The Greek word (orthotomounta) elsewhere describes 
a tentmaker who makes straight rather than wavy 
cuts in his material. It pictures a builder who lays 
bricks in straight rows, a road-maker who constructs 
a straight road, and a farmer who plows a straight 
furrow” (Thomas L. Constable, “Notes on 2 Timo-
thy,” 2021 ed., 35-36, planobiblechapel.org/tcon/
notes/pdf/2timothy.pdf). This kind of workman 
recognizes the author’s intended meaning expressed 
in the biblical text and then expresses it and its nec-
essary implications for living to his hearers.  

Not only are Timothy and the church to avoid 
meaningless word wars, but they are also to “avoid 
godless chatter,” which ironically promotes ungodli-
ness (v. 17). Paul’s words allude to the “controversial 
speculations” (1Ti 1:3-7) and the “quarreling about 
words” (2Ti 2:14) of those who engage in it. He gives 
two examples of individuals whose teaching fits that 
description. Hymenaeus and Philetus have departed 
from the truth by teaching that the resurrection is 
spiritual, not physical, and takes place at conversion. 
While perhaps philosophically more attractive and 
hence sounding more reasonable to their Greek lis-
teners, as far as Paul is concerned, their teaching de-
stroys the faith of those who believe it by undermin-
ing the very foundation of their hope in Christ (1Co 
15:3-8, 13-19). Nevertheless, in spite of their worst 
efforts, the church, “the pillar and foundation of the 
truth” (1Ti 3:15), stands firm (cf., Mt 16:18).  

The second paragraph (vv.20-21) opens with a 
metaphor involving articles found in a large home. 
By way of contrast, some are made of gold and sil-
ver; others are made of wood and clay. Some are re-
served for special purposes; others are reserved “for 
common use” (v. 20). “Common use” here does not 
mean “everyday use.” These are likely vessels “for 
less honorable uses such as for garbage or excre-
ment, vessels often discarded with their contents”  
(William D. Mounce, Word Biblical Commentary, vol. 
46, Pastoral Epistles, 513-14). From this metaphor, 
Paul challenges Timothy to be a vessel “for special 
purposes, made holy, useful to the Master and pre-
pared to do any good work” (v. 21). Put differently, 
he challenges Timothy to “cleanse [himself] from the 
latter” (v. 21) by having nothing to do with false 
teachers and their teaching. The same would go for 
his “reliable people” (v. 2), as well as all others in the 
church. 





           

Turn away from empty quarreling and destructive teaching to focus on the word of truth,  
so you might become useful to the Master, prepared to do any good work.   

 

 

(Rewrite the Central Message above to personally apply to your own life) 

The “Living Questions” are simple questions we may ask of any text in order to apply the Bible to our life. An-
swer the questions below as personally as you can.  

1. What does this passage teach me about God? 

 

 

 

 

2. What does this passage teach me about myself? 

 

 

 

 

3. What does this passage lead me to do? 

 

 

 

 



   

Earn 1 KidPIX Token by completing the 
CENTRALKids Bible Study on this page 
and another token by memorizing and 
reciting the memory verse for this week. 
Questions: kids@wearecentral.org 

______ I completed my Bible Study 

______ I memorized this week’s verse 

______ I brought my Bible to church 

______ I brought a friend 

 

 I believe the Bible is God’s book that tells me what to believe and do.  

“Do you best to present yourselves to God as one approved, a worker who does not need  
to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth.”  

Read 2 Timothy 2:14-21. 
 
1. What is Timothy to warn the 
people not to do?  

2. How are believers to present 
themselves to God? 

3. What should Timothy avoid 
and why?  

What does it mean to “correctly 
handle the word of truth”?  

What truth about God do you 
recognize from our passage to-
day? What truth about God do 
you learn from your Bible? 
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Authority of the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 
I believe the Bible is the Word of God and has 
the right to command my belief and action. 
Church (Ephesians 4:15-16) 
I believe the church is God's primary way to 
accomplish His purposes on earth today. 
Eternity (John 14:1-4) 
I believe there is a heaven and a hell and that 
Jesus Christ is returning to judge the earth and 
to establish His eternal kingdom. 
The Holy Spirit (Romans 8:9) 
I believe the Holy Spirit convicts, calls,  
converts and changes me as a child of God. 
Humanity (John 3:16) 
I believe all people are loved by God and need 
Jesus Christ as their Savior. 
Identity in Christ (John 1:12) 
I believe I am significant because of my 
position as a child of God. 
Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:1-4) 
I believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God who 
became man, died for sinners and rose from the 
dead. 
Life Purpose (Acts 20:24) 
I believe I am a steward of God’s resources and 
have been redeemed to participate in His King-
dom purposes for His glory. 
Personal God (Psalm 121:1-2) 
I believe God is involved in and cares about my 
daily life. 
Salvation by Grace (Ephesians 2:8-9) 
I believe a person comes into a right relation-
ship with God by His grace, through faith in 
Jesus Christ. 

  

 
  

Love (1 John 4:10-12) 
I sacrificially and unconditionally love and 
forgive others. 
Joy (John 15:11) 
I have inner contentment and purpose in spite 
of my circumstances. 
Peace (Philippians 4:6-7) 
I am free from anxiety because things are right 
between God, myself and others. 
Patience (Proverbs 14:29) 
I take a long time to overheat and endure pa-
tiently under the unavoidable pressures of life. 
Kindness/Goodness  
I choose to do the right things in my relation-
ships with others 

Faithfulness (Proverbs 3:3-4) 
I have established a good name with God and 
with others based on my long-term loyalty to 
those relationships. 
Gentleness (Philippians 4:5) 
I am thoughtful, considerate and calm in 
dealing with others. 
Self-Control (Titus 2:11-13) 
I have the power, through Christ, to control 
myself. 
Grace (Colossians 3:13) 
I demonstrate forgiveness, mercy and gener-
osity to others, even when they have offended 
me. 
Hope (1 Peter 1:3-5) 
I have a growing anticipation of God’s prom-
ises and my secure eternity with Him. 
Humility (Philippians 2:3-4) 
I choose to esteem others above myself. 

  

Bible Study (Hebrews 4:12) 
I study the Bible to know God, the truth, and 
to find direction for my daily life. 
Biblical Community (Acts 2:44-47) 
I fellowship with other Christians to accom-
plish God's purposes in my life, others' lives, 
and in the world. 
Compassion (Psalm 82:3-4) 
I seek to serve the last, the least and the lost 
in my community. 
Disciple-Making (2 Timothy 2:2) 
I multiply godly beliefs, virtues and practices 
in others to encourage their spiritual growth 
in Christ.  
Evangelism (Acts 1:8) 
I share Jesus with others through personal 
proclamation and demonstration of the   
gospel. 
Generosity (2 Corinthians 9:6-11) 
I gladly give my resources to fulfill God’s 
purposes.  
Prayer (Psalm 66:16-20) 
I pray to God to know Him, to lay my request 
before Him and to find direction for my daily 
life. 
Single-Mindedness (Matthew 6:33) 
I focus on God and His priorities for my life. 
Spiritual Gifts (Romans 12:4-6) 
I know and use my spiritual gifts to accom-
plish God's purposes. 
Worship (Psalm 95:1-7) 
I worship God for who He is and what He has 
done for me. 
 

The Scrolls Bible Study is a spiritual 
growth resource of Central Bible 

Church, Fort Worth, Texas. 
© 2020 Central Bible Church. 

Material researched, written and 
supervised by Dr. Tom Bulick. 

All Scripture referenced from the 
New International Version unless 
otherwise noted. This resource is 

freely distributed and may be 
copied without permission.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


