
Stewardship is a two-sided coin. On the 
one hand, being a steward involves being 
responsible and accountable for the spiritual 
gifts, natural abilities, personal relationships, 
financial resources, ministry opportunities, 
etc., given by God—a daunting task. On the 
other hand, it involves the prospect of receiv-
ing eternal returns on investment, what Jesus 
calls “treasure in heaven” (Mt 6:20), for the 
faithful exercise of one’s stewardship—a re-
warding task. Jesus explores both sides in his 
parable of the Ten Minas in Luke 19:11-27. 

This parable is about the high cost of do-
ing nothing with what God has entrusted to 
you. Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem, and 
he knew that many in the crowd around him 
were expecting him to establish the kingdom 
when he arrived there. So he told them a par-
able to correct their false expectations and 
prepare them for what was to come. He 
taught them by analogy that he must go 
away for an extended period of time before 
returning as king and that his servants had 
better be faithful stewards in the meantime.     

The story is similar to that of Archelaus, 
Herod the Great’s son, who went to Caesar 
Augustus in Rome to receive confirmation of 
his right to rule as king after his father’s 
death in 4 B.C. Like the king in the parable, 
many of Archelaus’ subjects opposed his bid 
to be their ruler. In the end, his failed attempt 
wasn’t a total loss. Instead of receiving the 
title “king” he only received the title 
“ethnarch”—meaning “leader of a people,” 
i.e., the Jews—and the promise that he would 
be made king if he proved himself capable. 

The plot of the parable is simple enough. 
A man of noble birth traveled to a distant 
country to be made king. Before leaving, he 
entrusted his servants with a large sum of 
money to invest until he returned. About four 
months’ wages went to each one. When he 
returned as king, he summoned his servants 

to determine the return on their investments. 
The first reported a tenfold return. He was 
commended and placed over ten cities. The 
second reported a fivefold return. He was 
commended and placed over five cities. In 
contrast to the first two, the third simply re-
turned the money he had been given and re-
ported no return. He had hidden the money in 
a piece of cloth, fearing what would happen to 
him if he lost it. In anger the newly crowned 
king took the money he had entrusted to this 
servant and ordered it be given to the first one 
who already had ten times that much. When 
those around protested, the king replied, “I 
tell you that to everyone who has, more will 
be given, but as for the one who has nothing, 
even what he has will be taken away.” And by 
the way, “Those enemies of mine who did not 
want me to be king over them—bring them 
here and kill them in front of me.”   

Here’s the point of the parable in a nut-
shell. Jesus will return one day as king, and 
when he does, he will not only call his serv-
ants to account, but he will also condemn 
those who have rejected his kingship. His 
faithful servants will be included in the kingdom 
and rewarded with positions of authority while 
his enemies will be excluded from the king-
dom and destroyed. Put differently, “This 
parable has two major themes: Jesus’ authori-
ty and the accountability of all to him. This 
makes the parable a call to faithfulness. It 
treats both Israel’s rejection of Jesus and the 
accountability of any who associate with him. 
That is, because the period covered in the par-
able extends to the time of his return, it ad-
dresses us as well. Everyone is accountable to 
Jesus in one way or another. Those who associate 
with him are responsible for a ministry of service. 
Those who reject him are accountable for not 
recognizing who he was and is” (Darrell L. 
Bock, The NIV Application Commentary: Luke, 
487-88, italics added). 

 

“Pain & Gain” 
2 Timothy 2:8-13 

 

I believe I am a steward 
of God’s resources and 
have been redeemed to 
participate in his King-
dom purposes for his 

glory. 
 

“However, I consider my 
life worth nothing to me; 
my only aim is to finish 

the race and complete the 
task the Lord Jesus has 
given me—the task of 
testifying to the good 

news of God’s grace.”  



2 Timothy 2:8-13 

8 Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, de-

scended from David. This is my gospel, 9 for which I am 

suffering even to the point of being chained like a criminal. 

But God’s word is not chained. 10 Therefore I endure eve-

rything for the sake of the elect, that they too may obtain 

the salvation that is in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory. 

11 Here is a trustworthy saying: 

If we died with him, 

    we will also live with him; 

12 if we endure, 

    we will also reign with him. 

If we disown him, 

    he will also disown us; 

13 if we are faithless, 

    he remains faithful, 

    for he cannot disown himself. 

 

READ in another translation 

8 Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, the off-

spring of David, as preached in my gospel, 9 for which I 

am suffering, bound with chains as a criminal. But the 

word of God is not bound! 10 Therefore I endure every-

thing for the sake of the elect, that they also may obtain the 

salvation that is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory. 11 The 

saying is trustworthy, for: 

If we have died with him, we will also live with him; 

12 if we endure, we will also reign with him; 

if we deny him, he also will deny us; 

13 if we are faithless, he remains faithful— 

for he cannot deny himself. (ESV) 

  

After reading the text, practice your Observation 
skills by noting the following: 

• Box “like” indicating comparison in v. 9. 

• Circle “criminal” in v. 9. 

• Box “But” indicating contrast in v. 9. 

• Box “Therefore” indicating result in v. 10. 

• Circle “elect” in v. 10. 

• Circle “salvation” in v. 10. 

• Bracket “with eternal glory” in v. 10. 

• Circle “died” in v. 11. 

• Circle “live” in v. 11. 

• Underline “endure” and the first occurrence of 
“disown” in v. 12. 

• Double underline “reign” and second occurrence 
of “disown” in v. 12.  

• Circle “faithless” in v. 13. 

 
What one word would you use to describe the TONE 

of this passage? (i.e., stern, joyful, cautious, etc.) 

 

 

What word or idea stands out to you in this passage? 

 

 

?  

 

 

Try to summarize the THEME of this passage in one 

word. If you were going to describe these verses, you 

might say, “This text is about ________________.” 



1. Explain why Paul would command Timothy to “remember Jesus Christ” (v. 8).   

 

 

 

2. What might Timothy infer from the passing reference to Jesus Christ “raised from the dead, descended from 
David” (v. 8)?   

 

 

 

3. Suffering (1:8, 12; 2:3, 9; 3:11) and endurance (2:10, 12; 3:11; 4:5) are mentioned frequently in the opening chap-
ters of 2 Timothy. How are they linked?   

 

 

 

4. Explain the contrast in verse 9.  

 

 

 

5. Who are “the elect” Paul mentions in verse 10? 

 

 

 

 6. Paul wants “the elect” to obtain “salvation.” Define “salvation” used in this context. 

 

 

7. Assuming we “died with him,” we will also “live with him.” When did we die? When will we live? 

 

 

 

8. Assuming (“if”) “we endure,” what? 

 

 

9. Assuming (“if”) “we disown him,” how? 

 

 

10. Discussion: Talk about whether Paul intended “he remains faithful” (v. 13) to “reassure” or to “warn.”  



1 in 8 believers, worldwide” (see fifty countries where 
it’s most difficult to follow Jesus, opendoorsusa.org/
christian-persecution/world-watch-list/). 





           

Given the examples of Jesus and Paul, we are to endure any suffering for Christ’s sake  
that comes our way, knowing that we will be rewarded for our stewardship.   

 

 

(Rewrite the Central Message above to personally apply to your own life) 

The “Living Questions” are simple questions we may ask of any text in order to apply the Bible to our life. An-
swer the questions below as personally as you can.  

1. What does this passage teach me about God? 

 

 

 

 

2. What does this passage teach me about myself? 

 

 

 

 

3. What does this passage lead me to do? 

 

 

 

 



   

Earn 1 KidPIX Token by completing the 
CENTRALKids Bible Study on this page 
and another token by memorizing and 
reciting the memory verse for this week. 
Questions: kids@wearecentral.org 

______ I completed my Bible Study 

______ I memorized this week’s verse 

______ I brought my Bible to church 

______ I brought a friend 

 

What phase are your kids currently in? Are they questioning everything you say? Maybe they want your 
constant attention, or they might be going through a fierce independence streak. They might be in the apathetic 
too-cool-for-all-this season of life or quite the opposite where they feel like they’re under a spotlight and a single 
hair out of place will ruin them. My sweet Aunt Sharron always told me that just about the time you were at 
your wits’ end with your kid’s current phase it would end and a new one would begin. Parenting is a marathon, 
not a sprint. We’re called to faithful endurance, to go the distance and persevere through all the ages and stages 
while keeping our eyes on the end result: fully functioning adult followers of Christ. We don’t blink when they 
turn 18 and suddenly, they’re adults willing to be generous, loving and compassionate. We daily work on devel-
oping our child’s character. Though you might be overwhelmed or exhausted, take a moment to consider the 
charge God has given you and remind yourself to stay faithful with the Gospel in mind. Remember God picked 
you as your child’s parent. You were chosen by a holy and wise God to care for that very child bringing you to 
your knees. Speaking of, never forget the power of prayer in parenting! When times get hard, and they will, 
cling to the hope you have in Christ. Preach the Gospel to yourself and remember that “He who began a good 
work in you will carry it onto completion until the day of Christ Jesus” (Php 1:6). We’re praying for you to stay 

 I believe God wants me to glorify Him in all I say and do.   

“God is faithful, who has called you into fellowship with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.”  

Read 2 Timothy 2:8-13. 
 
1. What does Paul say about Je-
sus that makes Him important? 

2. What does Paul say about 
God’s Word? 

3. For whom does Paul endure? 
Why? 

How is the Word of God 
“unchained”? 

Use this weeks memory verse 
and make a chain by attaching 
strips of construction paper to-
gether. Write one word from 
the verse per strip. Link them 
all together and hang them 
somewhere in your house to 
remember the verse this week.  
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Authority of the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 
I believe the Bible is the Word of God and has 
the right to command my belief and action. 
Church (Ephesians 4:15-16) 
I believe the church is God's primary way to 
accomplish His purposes on earth today. 
Eternity (John 14:1-4) 
I believe there is a heaven and a hell and that 
Jesus Christ is returning to judge the earth and 
to establish His eternal kingdom. 
The Holy Spirit (Romans 8:9) 
I believe the Holy Spirit convicts, calls,  
converts and changes me as a child of God. 
Humanity (John 3:16) 
I believe all people are loved by God and need 
Jesus Christ as their Savior. 
Identity in Christ (John 1:12) 
I believe I am significant because of my 
position as a child of God. 
Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:1-4) 
I believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God who 
became man, died for sinners and rose from the 
dead. 
Life Purpose (Acts 20:24) 
I believe I am a steward of God’s resources and 
have been redeemed to participate in His King-
dom purposes for His glory. 
Personal God (Psalm 121:1-2) 
I believe God is involved in and cares about my 
daily life. 
Salvation by Grace (Ephesians 2:8-9) 
I believe a person comes into a right relation-
ship with God by His grace, through faith in 
Jesus Christ. 

  

 
  

Love (1 John 4:10-12) 
I sacrificially and unconditionally love and 
forgive others. 
Joy (John 15:11) 
I have inner contentment and purpose in spite 
of my circumstances. 
Peace (Philippians 4:6-7) 
I am free from anxiety because things are right 
between God, myself and others. 
Patience (Proverbs 14:29) 
I take a long time to overheat and endure pa-
tiently under the unavoidable pressures of life. 
Kindness/Goodness  
I choose to do the right things in my relation-
ships with others 

Faithfulness (Proverbs 3:3-4) 
I have established a good name with God and 
with others based on my long-term loyalty to 
those relationships. 
Gentleness (Philippians 4:5) 
I am thoughtful, considerate and calm in 
dealing with others. 
Self-Control (Titus 2:11-13) 
I have the power, through Christ, to control 
myself. 
Grace (Colossians 3:13) 
I demonstrate forgiveness, mercy and gener-
osity to others, even when they have offended 
me. 
Hope (1 Peter 1:3-5) 
I have a growing anticipation of God’s prom-
ises and my secure eternity with Him. 
Humility (Philippians 2:3-4) 
I choose to esteem others above myself. 

  

Bible Study (Hebrews 4:12) 
I study the Bible to know God, the truth, and 
to find direction for my daily life. 
Biblical Community (Acts 2:44-47) 
I fellowship with other Christians to accom-
plish God's purposes in my life, others' lives, 
and in the world. 
Compassion (Psalm 82:3-4) 
I seek to serve the last, the least and the lost 
in my community. 
Disciple-Making (2 Timothy 2:2) 
I multiply godly beliefs, virtues and practices 
in others to encourage their spiritual growth 
in Christ.  
Evangelism (Acts 1:8) 
I share Jesus with others through personal 
proclamation and demonstration of the   
gospel. 
Generosity (2 Corinthians 9:6-11) 
I gladly give my resources to fulfill God’s 
purposes.  
Prayer (Psalm 66:16-20) 
I pray to God to know Him, to lay my request 
before Him and to find direction for my daily 
life. 
Single-Mindedness (Matthew 6:33) 
I focus on God and His priorities for my life. 
Spiritual Gifts (Romans 12:4-6) 
I know and use my spiritual gifts to accom-
plish God's purposes. 
Worship (Psalm 95:1-7) 
I worship God for who He is and what He has 
done for me. 
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