
 

“Walking Through the Fire of Gospel Fear” 
2 Timothy 1:8-14 

 

I share Jesus with oth-
ers through personal 

proclamation and 
demonstration of the 

gospel. 
 

“But you will receive 
power when the Holy 

Spirit comes on you; and 
you will be my witnesses 
in Jerusalem, and in all 

Judea and Samaria, and to 
the ends of the earth.”  



2 Timothy 1:8-14 

8 So do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord or 

of me his prisoner. Rather, join with me in suffering for the 

gospel, by the power of God. 9 He has saved us and called us 

to a holy life—not because of anything we have done but be-

cause of his own purpose and grace. This grace was given us 

in Christ Jesus before the beginning of time, 10 but it has now 

been revealed through the appearing of our Savior, Christ 

Jesus, who has destroyed death and has brought life and im-

mortality to light through the gospel. 11 And of this gospel I 

was appointed a herald and an apostle and a teacher. 12 That 

is why I am suffering as I am. Yet this is no cause for shame, 

because I know whom I have believed, and am convinced that 

he is able to guard what I have entrusted to him until that 

day. 

13 What you heard from me, keep as the pattern of sound 

teaching, with faith and love in Christ Jesus. 14 Guard the 

good deposit that was entrusted to you—guard it with the 

help of the Holy Spirit who lives in us. 

 

READ in another translation 

8 So never be ashamed to tell others about our Lord. And 

don’t be ashamed of me, either, even though I’m in prison for 

him. With the strength God gives you, be ready to suffer with 

me for the sake of the Good News. 9 For God saved us and 

called us to live a holy life. He did this, not because we de-

served it, but because that was his plan from before the begin-

ning of time—to show us his grace through Christ Jesus. 10 

And now he has made all of this plain to us by the appearing 

of Christ Jesus, our Savior. He broke the power of death and 

illuminated the way to life and immortality through the Good 

News. 11 And God chose me to be a preacher, an apostle, and 

a teacher of this Good News. 

12 That is why I am suffering here in prison. But I am 

not ashamed of it, for I know the one in whom I trust, and I 

am sure that he is able to guard what I have entrusted to him 

until the day of his return. 

13 Hold on to the pattern of wholesome teaching you 

learned from me—a pattern shaped by the faith and love that 

you have in Christ Jesus. 14 Through the power of the Holy 

Spirit who lives within us, carefully guard the precious truth 

that has been entrusted to you. (NLT) 

  

After reading the text, practice your Observation skills 
by noting the following: 

• Box “So” indicating result in v. 8. 

• Circle “ashamed” in v. 8. 

• Bracket “about our Lord” in v. 8. 

• Circle “suffering” in v. 8. 

• Bracket “by the power of God” in v. 8. 

• Circle the pronouns “us” and “we” in v. 9. 

• Circle “holy life” in v. 9. 

• Box “because” indicating reason in vv. 9, 13. 

• Box “but” indicating contrast in v. 10. 

• Bracket “what I have entrusted to him” in v. 12. 

• Circle “that day” in v. 12. 

• Bracket “with faith and love in Jesus Christ” in v. 
13. 

• Circle “good deposit” in v. 14. 

 
What one word would you use to describe the TONE of 

this passage? (i.e., stern, joyful, cautious, etc.) 

 

 

What word or idea stands out to you in this passage? 

 

 

?  

 

 

Try to summarize the THEME of this passage in one 

word. If you were going to describe these verses, you 

might say, “This text is about ________________.” 



1. Identify two things about Timothy (cf., vv. 5-7) that should result (cf., “so”) in him being unashamed and joining 
Paul in suffering for the gospel. 

  

 

 

2. Verse 9 is a salvation-by-grace verse. Identify another such verse.  

 

 

 

3. Explain the contrast introduced by “but” in verse 10. 

 

 

 

4. Jesus “has destroyed death.” How so, since Christians still die? 

 

 

 

5. Jesus “brought life and immortality to light” (v. 10). How so? 

 

 

 

6. Does Paul’s description of himself (v. 11) fit Timothy? Does it fit Christians in general? 

 

 

 

7. To whom is Paul referring in verse 12, and what makes you think so? 

 

 

8. What has Paul entrusted to him? 

 

 

 

9. What do you infer from Paul’s use of “pattern” in verse 13? 

 

 

 

10. Discussion: Talk about whether you think what was entrusted to Timothy has also been entrusted to us.     



It would be wrong to say that Timothy was a boy 
left to do a man’s job—but not by much. Timothy was a 
younger man lacking the spiritual gravitas of the apos-
tle Paul, who left him in Ephesus to confront the prob-
lem of heresy there (cf., 1Ti 1:3, 4). According to one 
summary, Paul “directed Timothy to remain in Ephesus 
so that he could warn false teachers not to involve 
themselves in the spread of false belief and practice (1:3-
11). The false teachers had given themselves to spread-
ing fanciful tales and unscriptural myths. Instead of 
dabbling in this false teaching, Paul ordered Timothy to 
proclaim the same gospel that had so changed Paul (1:12-17). 
Paul charged Timothy to maintain his commitment and 
obedience to the Lord so as to avoid the decline of com-
mitment that had overtaken Hymenaeus and Alexander 
(1:18-20)” (Thomas F. Lea and Hayne P. Griffin, Jr., 1, 2 
Timothy, Titus, NAC, 65, italics added). What’s more, he 
told him, “Don’t let anyone look down on you because 
you are young, but set an example for the believers in 
speech, in life, in love, in faith and in purity” (1Ti 4:11). 
The point of Paul’s words to his young protégé in the 
opening chapter of 2 Timothy echoes the same themes 
and is captured in verse 8, “So do not be ashamed of the 
testimony about our Lord or of me his prisoner. Rather 
join with me in suffering for the gospel, by the power of 
God.”  

English versions vary widely as to how 2 Timothy 
1:8-14 should be divided into paragraphs. The ESV 
makes verses 8-14 one paragraph; the NET makes vers-
es 6-14 one paragraph. The NKJV divides verses 8-14 
into two paragraphs (vv. 8-12; 13-14); the NLT divides 
verses 8-14 into three paragraphs (vv. 8-11; 12; 13-14). 
Obviously, latitude exists with regard to the paragraph 
divisions. The section begins and ends with exhorta-
tions to shamelessly proclaim the testimony about Jesus 
(v. 8)—“Timothy may have been embarrassed that some 
of the mockers saw Jesus as no more than a dead 
Jew” (Lea and Griffin, 190)—and to guard the gospel 
that was entrusted to him (vv. 13-14). A description of 
the gospel (vv. 9-10) and an explanation of Paul’s suffer-
ing (vv. 11-12) are sandwiched in between.      

In verse 8, Paul gives Timothy twin commands: Do 
not be ashamed of the gospel or me, and join me in suf-
fering for the gospel. These imperatives don’t necessarily 
imply that Timothy is ashamed or isn’t suffering. He is 
simply warning him against the first and urging him to 
not be put off by the second. According to one commen-
tator, “‘the two imperatives of this verse entreat Timo-
thy to the three basic loyalties: to Christ (and his gos-
pel), to Paul, and to his own ministry.’ These loyalties 
involve our God, our friends (especially believers), and 
our God-given opportunities for service” (Lea and Grif-
fin, 191). 

In verses 9-10, Paul affirms in no uncertain terms 
that salvation is by grace and not by works. It is ob-
tained “not because of anything we have done but be-
cause of his own purpose and grace” (v. 9; cf., Ro 8:28-
30). “The divine initiative is not due to believers’ works 
or merits but to God’s own purpose and grace (2 Tim 
1:9; Gal 1:6, 15)” (William D. Mounce, Word Biblical 
Commentary, vol. 46, Pastoral Epistles, 482). Paul express-
es the same thought elsewhere in his letters, Ephesians 
2:8-9 and Titus 3:4-7 being but two examples. What’s 
more, God’s calling is to live a holy life—in part “to do 
good works” (Eph 2:10). Saving people by grace to live 
holy lives has been God’s plan all along, but it is now 
made evident through the appearing of “our Savior, 
Jesus Christ” (v. 10; cf., Tit 2:11)—the event ordained 
from before the beginning of time standing in contrast 
to its full recognition in history. Through his own death 
made possible by the incarnation, Jesus abolished death. 
At this point, Paul may be thinking of spiritual death, 
eternal separation from God, which is suggested by the 
following description of eternal life with God. People in 
that day believed in life after death, but through the 
resurrection, Jesus “brings life and immortality to 
light,” giving people hope for an embodied resurrection 
life after life after death.      

In verses 11-12, Paul recounts his own experience 
for Timothy. He is “a herald and an apostle and a teach-
er” of the gospel, which explains why he is suffering as 
a prisoner—not the Emperor but of the Lord (v. 8). Im-
prisonment aside, he is confident in Jesus, in whom he 
believes. To Jesus he has entrusted his life and salva-
tion, expecting to be vindicated on the day Jesus re-
turns.  

In verses 13-14, Paul gives Timothy twin challenges. 
He challenges him to follow his own “pattern of sound 
teaching with faith and love,” rather than parrot what 
he says and to “guard the good deposit,” namely, the 
gospel, which is entrusted to him—and that with the 
help of the Holy Spirit.  

Paul’s personal words to Timothy have implications 
for us based on the general truths contained in them, 
which apply to all Christians. We, too, are to unasham-
edly share the gospel. We, too, are saved by grace and 
called to live holy lives. We, too, are to suffer for the 
sake of the gospel if need be. We, too, are confident that 
Jesus is able to guard our whole selves until the day he 
returns. And we, too, are to guard the purity of the 
message of the gospel entrusted to us. 





           

Don’t be ashamed to share the message about Jesus, but rather join with others in suffering  
for the gospel, carefully guarding the good news entrusted to you.   

 

 

(Rewrite the Central Message above to personally apply to your own life) 

The “Living Questions” are simple questions we may ask of any text in order to apply the Bible to our life. An-
swer the questions below as personally as you can.  

1. What does this passage teach me about God? 

 

 

 

 

2. What does this passage teach me about myself? 

 

 

 

 

3. What does this passage lead me to do? 

 

 

 

 



   

Earn 1 KidPIX Token by completing the 
CENTRALKids Bible Study on this page 
and another token by memorizing and 
reciting the memory verse for this week. 
Questions: kids@wearecentral.org 

______ I completed my Bible Study 

______ I memorized this week’s verse 

______ I brought my Bible to church 

______ I brought a friend 

 

Katie, a girl I worked with years ago, was going through a rough patch, and unexpectedly walked away 
from it all to move home. I had the opportunity to visit and encourage her and remember walking into her 
parent’s beautiful historic home and being amazed. Then I noticed small notecards all around the house and 
was so puzzled. All over the house, and I mean all over, were notecards filled with Scripture. I didn’t know 
Katie was a Christian (she was), and honestly, I thought it was weird. I had not yet trusted Christ and knew zero 
about the Bible, so to see kazillions of notecards taped on walls, in the refrigerator, and inside every cabinet was 
bizarre. She explained her mother taped them up and rolled her eyes. This seemed quite a disconnect to me. You 
had a mom who was clearly not ashamed of the gospel and a daughter that people would never know followed 
Christ. How did that break down so quickly? I want kids that are not ashamed of the gospel and excited to bring 
their friends to our home, but how do we model this? Where’s the balance between being wacky and sharing the 
hope that we have unashamedly? I don’t know what that is for you, but for me it’s being open-handed with the 
Spirit’s leading. Don’t be afraid to speak up when you’re talking to an unbelieving neighbor. Don’t shy away 
from praying over the grocery store clerk. Don’t be ashamed to post Scripture in the house. We’re given daily 
opportunities for our kids to see the gospel at work; let’s be good gospel models.    

 I share Jesus with others with my words and actions.    

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that brings salvation  
to everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gentile.”  

Read 2 Timothy 1:8-14. 
 
1. What did we do to be saved? 

2. Who saves us?  

3. Why is Paul not ashamed?  

Re-read verse 14. What is the 
good deposit and how do we 
guard it?  

Guard the good deposit this 
week by writing down every-
thing you know about God that 
is true that you can share with a 
friend.  



Tom Bulick (M.A. in Educational 
Leadership, Eastern Michigan Uni-
versity, Th.M. in Old Testament, 
and Ph.D. in Bible Exposition, Dal-
las Theological Seminary). For 
more than forty years, Tom has 
served as pastor, faculty member, 
and administrator. Tom was Vice 
President for Student Life and 
Associate Professor of Religious 
Studies at Trinity Western Univer-
sity (Vancouver, B.C.) for 12 years 
before accepting the position of 
Spiritual Formation Pastor at Cen-
tral Bible Church in 1998. He and 
his wife Ruth have one son, Zach. 
 
Stephanie Thomas (B.B.A Univer-
sity of Texas at Arlington). Stepha-
nie is married to James and they 
have four children: Elijah, Levi, 
Ella and Simon. Stephanie has 
attended Central Bible Church for 
more than 20 years, has been on 
staff since 2014, and now serves as 
Children’s Minister. 

  

Authority of the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 
I believe the Bible is the Word of God and has 
the right to command my belief and action. 
Church (Ephesians 4:15-16) 
I believe the church is God's primary way to 
accomplish His purposes on earth today. 
Eternity (John 14:1-4) 
I believe there is a heaven and a hell and that 
Jesus Christ is returning to judge the earth and 
to establish His eternal kingdom. 
The Holy Spirit (Romans 8:9) 
I believe the Holy Spirit convicts, calls,  
converts and changes me as a child of God. 
Humanity (John 3:16) 
I believe all people are loved by God and need 
Jesus Christ as their Savior. 
Identity in Christ (John 1:12) 
I believe I am significant because of my 
position as a child of God. 
Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:1-4) 
I believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God who 
became man, died for sinners and rose from the 
dead. 
Life Purpose (Acts 20:24) 
I believe I am a steward of God’s resources and 
have been redeemed to participate in His King-
dom purposes for His glory. 
Personal God (Psalm 121:1-2) 
I believe God is involved in and cares about my 
daily life. 
Salvation by Grace (Ephesians 2:8-9) 
I believe a person comes into a right relation-
ship with God by His grace, through faith in 
Jesus Christ. 

  

 
  

Love (1 John 4:10-12) 
I sacrificially and unconditionally love and 
forgive others. 
Joy (John 15:11) 
I have inner contentment and purpose in spite 
of my circumstances. 
Peace (Philippians 4:6-7) 
I am free from anxiety because things are right 
between God, myself and others. 
Patience (Proverbs 14:29) 
I take a long time to overheat and endure pa-
tiently under the unavoidable pressures of life. 
Kindness/Goodness  
I choose to do the right things in my relation-
ships with others 

Faithfulness (Proverbs 3:3-4) 
I have established a good name with God and 
with others based on my long-term loyalty to 
those relationships. 
Gentleness (Philippians 4:5) 
I am thoughtful, considerate and calm in 
dealing with others. 
Self-Control (Titus 2:11-13) 
I have the power, through Christ, to control 
myself. 
Grace (Colossians 3:13) 
I demonstrate forgiveness, mercy and gener-
osity to others, even when they have offended 
me. 
Hope (1 Peter 1:3-5) 
I have a growing anticipation of God’s prom-
ises and my secure eternity with Him. 
Humility (Philippians 2:3-4) 
I choose to esteem others above myself. 

  

Bible Study (Hebrews 4:12) 
I study the Bible to know God, the truth, and 
to find direction for my daily life. 
Biblical Community (Acts 2:44-47) 
I fellowship with other Christians to accom-
plish God's purposes in my life, others' lives, 
and in the world. 
Compassion (Psalm 82:3-4) 
I seek to serve the last, the least and the lost 
in my community. 
Disciple-Making (2 Timothy 2:2) 
I multiply godly beliefs, virtues and practices 
in others to encourage their spiritual growth 
in Christ.  
Evangelism (Acts 1:8) 
I share Jesus with others through personal 
proclamation and demonstration of the   
gospel. 
Generosity (2 Corinthians 9:6-11) 
I gladly give my resources to fulfill God’s 
purposes.  
Prayer (Psalm 66:16-20) 
I pray to God to know Him, to lay my request 
before Him and to find direction for my daily 
life. 
Single-Mindedness (Matthew 6:33) 
I focus on God and His priorities for my life. 
Spiritual Gifts (Romans 12:4-6) 
I know and use my spiritual gifts to accom-
plish God's purposes. 
Worship (Psalm 95:1-7) 
I worship God for who He is and what He has 
done for me. 
 

The Scrolls Bible Study is a spiritual 
growth resource of Central Bible 

Church, Fort Worth, Texas. 
© 2020 Central Bible Church. 

Material researched, written and 
supervised by Dr. Tom Bulick. 

All Scripture referenced from the 
New International Version unless 
otherwise noted. This resource is 

freely distributed and may be 
copied without permission.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


